  Cults, Sects, Heresies & World Religions:  Syllabus
Course Objective:  By the end of this course the student will be able to understand and articulate a biblical understanding of major cults, sects and heresies and how they operate and also have some understanding of Islam and seven other major world religions.
Recommended Textbook:  The Challenge of Cults & New Religions by Ron Rhodes (Zondervan)
Website:  www.globalchristians.org/cults/
TOPICS

1. Wolves In Sheep’s Clothing;  What the Bible Says About Cults

2. Cult Dynamics:  Operation, Recruitment, Mind Control, Demonization

3. What The Bible Says About The Occult, Wicca and Paganism

4. Cults And The Trinity

5. Cults And The Bible

6. Cults And The Idea Of The True Church

7. Modern Heresies:  Liberalism,  Emergent Church,  Christian Gnosticism, 

8. Jehovah’s Witnesses

9. Latter Day Saints (Mormons)

10. Mind Science / Personality  Improvement Cults,  New Age Cults
11. Commercial Cults ,  Healing Cults,  Religious Deception & Fraud

12. Islam Part 1

13. Islam Part 2

14. Buddhism, Shinto,  Confucianism, Taoism

15. Hinduism, Sikhism, Jainism

ASSESSMENT – Two assignments, both due in the final week of class

1.  A paper on a topic of your choosing on CULTS  (1000 words, 45%)

2. A  paper on a topic of your choosing on WORLD RELIGIONS   (1000 words 45%)

3. 10% will be allocated for attendance and cooperation in class
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