Introduction To Syllabi





This folder contains syllabi starters for each of the Harvestime courses.  You can add or delete information on each syllabi, personalize it, and then print it out.  Each student should receive a copy of a syllabi for each class in which they are enrolled.





General Guidelines:





Here are some general guidelines for preparing course syllabi.





 	The syllabus should convey enthusiasm for the subject. Nothing draws students into a course as much as your love for the subject matter.  Let your enthusiasm show! 





 	The syllabus should convey the intellectual challenge of the course. Don't be overly concerned with procedures. Capture your students' interest by suggesting what important issues/questions will be considered. 





 	The syllabus should personalize the course content. Show how the course relates to real life situations. How does this subject relate to a student's experience, background, interests or present and future ministry? 





 	The syllabus should convey respect for the ability of the students.  Don't predict that some students will fail, or frighten them with how tough the course is.  Challenge them to succeed using the abilities God has entrusted to them. 





 	The syllabus should convey course goals that are attainable and stated positively. Though setting no goals accomplishes nothing, unattainable goals are equally non�productive. Consider leaving space for students to write in their own goals, too. 





 	The syllabus should convey grading policies that encourage success. It is possible


to set realistic limits while at the same time not giving the impression that every student error is a reason for punishment.  Simple, optimistic statements of expectations are better than threats. 





 	The syllabus should adequately specify assignments. Clearly conveying exactly what is expected and the qualities that will be rewarded will enhance student performance.	  Poorly done assignments are sometimes a result of confusion or misunderstanding. 





 	The syllabus should convey your desire to help students individually.  Students are likely to do better if they know you are an ally instead of an adversary!  Assure them of your willingness to help them succeed. 











Syllabi vary widely in content, style, and format.  They range from a one�page listing of


student assignments to 30 or more pages of material detailing every facet of the course.


They are seen as a basic guide or outline, all the way to a legal written covenant between


faculty and students complete with a disclaimer at the end allowing for "changes in the


event of extenuating circumstances!" 





Basic items to be included in each syllabi:





Use the following to prepare your class syllabi:





[Insert school name]








[Insert course name]


[Insert course number]


[Insert instructor’s name]


[Insert office location, days, and hours] 





[Course description: Write a brief description of the course.]





[Course objectives: Write the objectives that students should achieve by taking this course.] 





[Insert grading criteria]





[Insert dates of class meetings and what will be covered at each class session.]





Syllabi starters:





The following are “syllabi starters” for Harvestime courses to which you can add your own input. 








