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THEY CAME UNTO ME


A JAIL AND PRISON MINISTRY MANUAL


(3 units)





Course Description:





A complete guide to jail and prison ministry.  Includes guidelines for visiting and writing inmates, conducting group services inside an institution, reaching out to families of inmates and ministry on death row.





Course Objectives:





Provide references for the scriptural mandate for prison ministry.


Explain why believers should be involved in prison ministry.


Articulate the spiritual goals of jail and prison ministry.


List the social goals of jail and prison ministry.


Summarize what the Gospel has to offer prison inmates.


Determine your role in prison ministry.


Summarize the spiritual qualifications for a prison ministry worker.


Identify four areas of preparation vital to effective prison ministry.


Summarize the steps for starting a prison ministry.


Identify various types of ministries which you might provide in an institution.


Prepare and submit a proposal for prison ministry.


Recruit and train volunteers.


Explain how to get started corresponding with an inmate.


Summarize guidelines for corresponding with inmates.


Explain why personal visitation is an important ministry.


Explain how to get involved in one-on-one visitation with inmates.


Summarize guidelines for visiting individually with an inmate.


Identify various group meetings that can be conducted in jails and prisons.


Summarize guidelines for conducting group meetings.


Explain why inmates’ families are often in crisis.


Identify ways in which you can minister to inmates’ families.


Summarize guidelines for ministering to inmates’ families.


Explain how to start a ministry to death row inmates.


Discuss guidelines for ministering to death row inmates.


Explain how to help a death row inmate prepare to die.


Identify common needs of ex-offenders.


Describe types of post-prison ministries.


List steps for starting a post-prison ministry.


Determine your role in post-prison ministry.


Demonstrate understanding of institutional security levels.


Discuss differences between jails and prisons.


Discuss common inmate typology.


Explain how to deal with inmates who maintain their innocence.


Describe dress codes applicable for all penal institutions.


Summarize safety codes applicable for all penal institutions.


Give guidelines for surviving a hostage incident.


Explain the first rule for relating with inmates.


Summarize guidelines for relating to inmates.


Define a “setup,” explain how it occurs, and how to avoid it.





Course Requirements:





Read entire text.


Complete all chapter study questions.  (Due at weekly meetings as assigned.)


Complete writing assignment.  


Attend weekly classes.


Pass mid-term exam.


Pass final exam.





Writing Assignment:





Required 4-6 typewritten pages double spaced with 1 ½  inch margins.  Required to address at least three of the following topics:  [ insert topics ]































































































Grading Distribution:





97-100      =  A+  


93-96        =  A


90-92        =  A-


87-89        =  B+


83-86        =  B 


80-82        =  B-


	77-79        =  C+


	73-76        =  C


	70-72        =  C-


	67-69        =  D+


	63-66        =  D


	60-62        =  D-


	Below 60  =  F	


Canceled  	Drop without penalty.  Only applies within the first two weeks. 


	Drop Pass  	Drop without penalty.  Drop after two weeks with excuse (i.e. job           


		             transfer, hospitalization, etc.)	


	Drop Fail  	Drop with penalty	


	Incomplete  	Only applies if excused absence and student makes up final or missing 


			work within two weeks of final date.  No exceptions!


	Pass		Credit received from other source.


	Audit 		No credit.		





Three unexcused absences will reduce the grade by one grade (i.e. A- reduced to B+)


After three unexcused absences, refer to the Academic Dean.





All text material read, attendance and completion of study guide and passing final exam is mandatory to pass the course.








500 points available for course with break down as follows:





200 points	These points will be distributed at instructor’s discretion for classroom assignments, homework, quizzes, term paper, reports, class participation, etc.





100 points	Mid-term exam


 


200 points	Final exam





























COURSE OUTLINE





The course outline will vary depending on how many weeks the course lasts and the quantity of the material covered.  The following course outline is based on a twelve-week semester.  Fill in the brackets  [   ]  with class meeting dates and the blanks ___ with chapters to be covered.








Class 1 	[ date ]   


Read Chapter(s) ___


	Introduction and Overview of Course


	Review policies (i.e. grading, attendance, writing assignment, etc.)





Class 2	[ date ]  


Read Chapter(s)___


	Lecture 


	Quiz on Chapters ___-___





Class 3	[ date ]  


Read Chapter(s) ___


Lecture


	


Class 4	[ date ]  


Read Chapter(s) ___


	Lecture


	Quiz on Chapters ___-___





Class 5	[ date ]  


Read Chapter(s)___


	Lecture





Class 6	[ date ]


	Read Chapter(s)  


Mid-term exam covering Chapters  ___-___





Class 7	[ date ]  


Read Chapter(s) ___


	Lecture





Class 8	[ date ]  


Read Chapter(s) ___


	Lecture


		Quiz on Chapters ___-___











Class 9 	[ date ] 


		Read Chapter(s)___


		Lecture





Class 10	[ date ]


		Read Chapter(s)___


		Lecture


		Quiz on Chapters ___-___





Class 11	[ date ] 


		Read Chapter (s)___


		Lecture


		Writing assignment due. 





Class 12	Final Exam
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