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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF GENESIS
AUTHOR: Moses. 
TO WHOM: Israel and all believers.
PURPOSE: To preserve the historical and theological record of creation, sin, redemption, God's first dealings with mankind, and the formation of the nation of Israel.  Jesus is reflected in the book of Genesis in creation (Genesis 1); redemption (Genesis 3:15);  and as the substitute for our sin (Genesis 22:8).  He is the seed of woman (3:25); the seed of Abraham (12:3); and the seed of Judah (49:10).  
KEY VERSE: In the beginning God created the Heaven and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLES: God's plan from the beginning included all nations.   God begins new things with people.

MAIN CHARACTERS: Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, Noah, Abraham (Abram), Isaac, Esau, Jacob (Israel),  Joseph.
A BRIEF OUTLINE:

Genesis is divided into two major segments: 
Chapters 1-11 cover four major events: Creation, the fall, the flood, and the division of nations at Babel. 
Chapters 12-50 cover four major people: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What are the life and ministry principles of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

 (It is suggested that you read Genesis through Deuteronomy in sequential order, as each book relates to the previous one.)
OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

Genesis 1

1 In the beginning God created the Heaven and the earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.

16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,

18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.

19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Outline 1:

(Creation.  See also Job 38:4-11 and John 1:1-5.)

(Genesis starts with "in the beginning."  What existed and/or happened before the beginning?


-God was before the beginning: Psalm 93:2; 90:1-2.


-The Trinity of God was before the beginning:  John 17:5,24.


-God had a specific plan to fulfill an eternal purpose:  Ephesians 3:11; 1 Peter 1:20; 
 
  Titus 1:2; 1 Corinthians 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1:4.


-God created the angels:  Job 38:7.


-Satan fell from heaven: Ezekiel 28; Isaiah 14.)

(How did Moses know about creation and the events that pre-dated his life?  By divine revelation--the same way the entire Bible  was given by God. Perhaps it was revealed while he was on Mt. Sinai with the Lord.   God may also have revealed the details of creation to Adam and Eve and the accounts of that and subsequent events were passed on to following generations.)
Introduction:
In the beginning God created (formed and fashioned) the heavens and the earth. (1-2)  
(This is God's first revelation to mankind.  God's name here is Elohim meaning "strong one".  The Bible makes no attempt to prove there is a God.  It does not argue His existence, but rather declares it.  There is no debate as to whether or not He is the Creator--it simply declares that He is.  God existed before the beginning and before all creation:  Psalm 90:2.  The Bible states that we can know God exists because of what we see in creation:  Psalm 19:1-4; Romans 1:20.)

(The word for "create" used here means to bring into being without the use of preexisting materials.  The word is used exclusively of God, as mankind cannot create without preexisting materials.  We are not told how this was done, simply that it was done by God.)
(The opening statement in Genesis--"In the beginning God"--refutes the major false philosophies of the world:



-Atheism:
That there is no God.



-Polytheism:
That there are many gods.



-Agnosticism:
That God is unknowable.


-Pantheism:
That all is God--He is a force in the universe.


-Materialism:
That matter--what we can see and touch--is the only substance.


-Humanism:    That man is the ultimate being who rules the world.



-Secularism: 
That--similar to humanism beliefs--man is not a spiritual being.  




This life is all there is--so eat, drink, enjoy.  
If you cannot accept this first verse--the fact that there is a God--you cannot accept the 
remainder of the biblical revelation.  The first verse is the doorway to the Word of God.  People who think they can explain creation apart from the Scriptures do well to consider the statement made by the Lord to Job:  "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?  Declare, if you have understanding":  Job 38:4.  The creation account must be accepted by faith:  "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear":  Hebrews 11:1-3.  Evolution--the belief that the world and mankind evolved from simple to complex forms without divine participation--is speculation.  To accept it, you must take it by faith also. Those who embrace evolution have never been able to answer the question of how nothing becomes something.  Their theory always starts with something. They believe that there was a process of evolving from one species to another, i.e., a fish could eventually become a mammal, a mammal eventually become a man.  Not one example of evolution of a lower order being changed into a higher order has been discovered.  Without this, the theory is not only unbiblical, it is unscientific.  The Genesis account, however, does not contradict true, factual, and proven science.)  
("In the beginning" occurs 51 times in the Old Testament and always indicates the launching of a series of events. )

A.
The earth became/was:



1.
Without form.



2.
Void.



3.
Dark on the face of the deep. 



(The planet became/was formless, empty, without features, without life.  This may 


indicate that there was a pre-existing earth that was destroyed. The words 



"without form and void" are used in two other places where they indicate a 


condition caused by God's judgment:  Isaiah 34:11 and Jeremiah 4:23.  Others 


believe that the earth was without form, void, and dark because  Satan's revolt 


when he fell from heaven caused chaos, emptiness, and darkness on this planet: 


Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:11-18.  When God created the world, He 



eliminated the darkness, created order, and filled the empty void.  One thing on 


which all true believers agree:  God created the foundations of the earth upon 


which the subsequent creation occurred:  Hebrews 1:10.)


B.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 


(This is the first recorded ministry of the Holy Spirit.  See also verses 6-7.  There 


was water under the expanse--the oceans. There was also water surrounding the 


earth above the expanse.)
(In each of the creative acts, God speaks of what is not until it is.  This is the opposite of our human nature that usually speaks only of what is and does not normally speak of what is not as though it is.) 

I.
The first day of creation:  God creates light.  (3-5) 

A.
Then God said, "Let there be light"--and there was light. 


(Each act of creation was accomplished by the creative Word of God.  He uttered 


His Word, and it was accomplished:  Psalm 33:6,9.  The Word of God is what 


enables man to be made into a new creature as well:  1 Peter 1:23; John 3:3-6. 


The Word of God also enables our continued spiritual growth and is to be 



preached and taught by believers.  The Word of God shall endure forever:  Psalm 


119:89; Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 24:35; 1 Peter 1:25.

B.
And God saw the light, that it was good.  (There was no sun, moon, or stars to 


govern the light, but the light existed--perhaps like the light that will illuminate 


the new Jerusalem:  Revelation 21:23-24.  When God uses the term "good" 


regarding His creation, it refers to the value, purpose, and function of that which 


is created.)

C.
And God divided the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the 


darkness He called Night. 



 (Light and darkness are divided--never again to be joined within nature.  The 


same is true spiritually:  2 Corinthians 6:14.  Believers are said to become 


children of light and are rescued from the dominion of darkness: Ephesians 5:8;  


John 12:36; Colossians 1:13.  Evil men shun the light: John 3:20.  Believers are 


the light of the world:  Matthew 5:14-16.)

D.
So the evening and the morning were the first day. 

(Each day of creation is marked from the evening to morning, which is the way the 
Hebrew calendar calculates dates from sunset to sunset.  From the first day of creation, 
God established the principle of separation.  He separated light from darkness, day from 
night, waters from above from those beneath, and the land from the water. God later 
commanded His people Israel to be separate from other nations, and He commands 
believers to be separate from the world.)

II.
The second day of creation:  God creates the firmament.  (6-9)


A.
Then God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 


divide the waters from the waters."

B.
Thus God made the firmament and divided the waters which were under the 


firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. 

C.
And God called the firmament Heaven  (air space/sky above the waters.  Psalm 


19:1-2).

D.
So the evening and the morning were the second day.
III.
The third day of creation:  God creates land, plants, and waters.  (10-13)

A.
Then God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one 


place, and let the dry land appear"; and it was so.   (The water was separated from 

the land.)

B.
And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He 


called seas. And God saw that it was good. 


C.
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the 


fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the 


earth"; and it was so. 

D.
And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, 


and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God 

saw that it was good.

E.
So the evening and the morning were the third day. 


(God named the earth and the sea.  To name something in the Bible indicates 


ownership.)

IV.
The fourth day of creation:  God creates the sun, moon, and stars.  (14-19)


A.
Then God said: Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens:



1.
To divide the day from the night.



2.
To be for signs and seasons, for days and years.



3.
To be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth 


...and it was so. 

B.
Then God made two great lights: The greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 


light to rule the night. He made the stars also.   (The moon actually has no light of 


its own but is a reflection of the sun--hence it is the lesser light.)

C.
God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, to 



rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. 


(There are three heavens referenced in scripture:  The first is the atmosphere 


encircling the earth--where birds fly and clouds float.  That is the one spoken of 


here.  The second heaven is outer space where the sun, moon, stars are located.  


The third heaven is the place where God dwells and where all true believers will 


live with Him eternally.)


D.
And God saw that it was good.

E.
So the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 


(The sun, moon, and stars reflect God's glory:  Psalm 19:1; 8:3.  Astronomy is the 

study of these elements.  Astrology is a dangerous perversion of  Satan which uses 

the stars and astrological signs to predict the future.  The purposes of the sun 


moon and stars are:  To divide the day from the night; to provide light;  to serve 


as signs for the earth--i.e., direction, weather, to declare God's glory; to provide 


seasons for the earth; and to set days and years for the earth.)  


V.
The fifth day of creation:  God creates living creatures in the waters.  (20-23)


A.
Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and 

let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens." 

B.
So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which 


the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to 


its kind. And God saw that it was good.   (Everything was to bring forth "after its 


kind".)

C.
And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  (This is the first time the word 



"blessed" is used in the Bible.  God's blessing denotes His divine favor.  



Fruitfulness and multiplication are evidences of God's blessing.)

D.
So the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 
VI.
The sixth day of creation: God creates the animals and man.  (24-31)


A.
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: 


Cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; and it 

was so. 


1.
And God made:




a.
The beast of the earth according to its kind.




b.
Cattle according to its kind.




c.
Everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. 


2.
And God saw that it was good. 



(Note that everything is to bring forth "after its kind".  One kind will never 


become another kind.  We do not see "kinds" becoming different kinds, nor 


do we see animals evolving into man. If evolution were true, we would see 



this occurring.)

B.
Then God said: Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 


them have dominion:



1.
Over the fish of the sea.



2.
Over the birds of the air.



3.
Over the cattle.



4.
Over all the earth.



5.
Over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. 


(The "let us" statements of Genesis 1:26; 3:22; and 11:7 indicate that the Trinity 


of the Godhead functioned together in creation:  Genesis 1:1; 1:2; John 1:1-3.   


They also function together in the plan of salvation as we are chosen by the 


Father, purchased by the Son, and sealed by the Spirit: Ephesians 1:3-24.)


C.
So God created man in His own image:



1.
In the image of God He created him.



2.
Male and female He created them.   (There was a natural order to 




creation.  Man needed a number of things to sustain life, and these were 



created before he came into being.  More details regarding the creation of 


mankind are given in chapter 2.) 

D.
Then God blessed them and said to them:



1.
Be fruitful.



2.
Multiply.



3.
Replenish the earth (the word "replenish" indicates there may have 



been previous life on earth).



4.
Subdue it.



5.
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 




and over every living thing that moves on the earth.   (God 





entrusted humans as custodians of the planet's resources. As such, 




we should respect the environment and use natural resources 




wisely.)


(God gave mankind specific responsibilities, but--as you will learn in chapter 3--


He also endowed people with the power of choice.)

E.
And God said:



1.
See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the 




face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you 




it shall be for food. 


2.
Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to 




everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have 




given every green herb for food. And it was so. 



(Before the fall, mankind and animals were vegetarians.)

F.
Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. 

G.
So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  


("Evening and morning" is God's way of marking time.  The world marks time beginning 
in the morning and ending at night.   The world moves from light to darkness, God moves 
from darkness to light.  The symbolism of this is that every nighttime of life--including the 
night of death--will lead to a dawn.)

(In this chapter we learn that God creates, communicates, and critiques His creation.  
The Bible says that all things were created for His pleasure and glory: Isaiah 43:7;
Revelation 4:11.)


(Creation offers so much evidence about God's existence that mankind is held 
accountable on this basis alone: Romans 1:18-20.)
Summary of the days of creation:

Day


Creation of: 

1


Light 1:3‑5

2


Firmament 1:6‑8

4


Lights: Sun, moon, stars: 1:14‑19

5


Living creatures in waters: 1:20‑23

6


Living creatures on land: 1:24‑28





-Animals 1:24‑25





-Man 
1:26‑28

(Some hold that the six days of creation actually  represented longer periods of time--geological ages--and were not actually 24 hour days.  Others believe in a six, 24-hour day creation because "evening and morning" are commonly used to indicate one day.  These differences are not issues that should divide believers.  The important point here is that God created all things, not the question of timing.)  

(Archaeology has discovered data that proves the historical accuracy of the Bible.  Geology and astronomy support the order of creation in Genesis 1.  Mathematics--specifically the law of probability--shows that the world did not happen by chance.  Biology teaches that each creature reproduces after its own kind, and anthropology traces all ethnic groups back to a common ancestor.)  

(The basic institutions established in Genesis 1-2 include marriage, labor, a day of rest and worship, and man's dominance over creation.)
Study questions on chapter 1:

1.
Using the opening outline notes, answer the following questions.



-Summarize what existed and/or happened before the beginning.


-How did Moses know about creation and the events that pre-dated his life?  



-What does God's name mean in Genesis 1:1?



-What fact does Genesis 1:1 declare about God?



-What can be learned about God from observing creation?  (Psalm 19:1-4 and 


Romans 1:20)



-What does the word "create" mean in Genesis 1:1?



-How do the opening words of Genesis--"In the beginning God"--refute major 


false philosophies of the world?



-Why is it necessary to accept the first verse of the Bible in order to understand 


the remainder of the Word of God?



-According to Hebrews 11:1-3, how must the creation account be accepted?



-What is evolution?



-What question has the theory of evolution been unable to answer?

2.
What is the opening statement in verse 1?

3.
How is the earth described in verse 2a?  How might these conditions have occurred on 
earth?
4.
According to verse 2b, what moved upon the earth at the time of creation?

5.
Using verses 3-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions:



-What was created on the first day of creation?



-How was each act of creation accomplished?  (see also Psalm 33:6,9)



-What does the term "good" mean when God uses it regarding creation?



-What division occurred after light was created?  Apply this spiritually using 


2 Corinthians 6:14; Ephesians 5:8; John 12:36; Colossians 1:13; and outline 


point I D.


6.
Using verses 6-9 and outline point II, answer the following questions:



-What was created on the second day of creation?



-What was divided?



-What was the space above the waters called?

7.
Using verses 10-13 and outline point III, answer the following questions:



-What was created on the third day of creation?



-What was the dry land called?



-What was the gathering of waters called?



-What command did God give to the earth and what were the results?

8.
Using verses 14-19 and outline point IV, answer the following questions:



-What was created on the fourth day of creation?



-For what purpose were these elements created?



-What light ruled the day?



-What light ruled the night?



-What other lights were created?



-Explain the three heavens that are mentioned in scripture.



-According to Psalm 19:1 and 8:3, what do the sun, moon, and stars reflect?


-What is astronomy?



-What is astrology and why should it be avoided?

9.
Using verses 20-23 and outline point V, answer the following questions:



-What was created on the fifth day of creation?



-What command did God give to these creations?

10.
Using verses 24-31 and outline point VI, answer the following questions:



-What was created on the sixth day of creation?



-Summarize what you learn about the creation of man.


-What do the "let us" statements in Genesis chapter 1 indicate?



-How do Genesis 1:28 and Psalm 8:3-8 reveal God's purpose in creating 



mankind?



-What commands were given to mankind?



-What did God give to mankind for food?



-What did God determine after reviewing all He had made during the six days of 


creation? 

11.
Using the closing outline notes of this chapter, answer the following questions.



-What is God's way of marking time?



-How does the world mark time?  



-For what specific purpose were all things created?  (Isaiah 43:7 and Revelation 


4:11)



-Summarize the two views regarding the time it took to create the earth.



-What have archaeology, geology, astronomy, and mathematics contributed to 


support the creation account of Genesis 1?



-What are the basic institutions established in Genesis chapters 1-2?

12.
Read John 1:1-5.  John began his Gospel with "in the beginning"--the phrase which starts 
the book of Genesis.  What do you learn about the beginning from John's account?
13.
Using Romans 1:20-32, answer the following questions:



-How should people respond to the revelation of God in creation?



-What happens to those who do not respond in this way?

14.
According to Hebrews 11:1-3, what can you learn from Genesis 1:1-2:3?

15.
Review this chapter again in the KJV. Ten times the phrase is used "let there be".  Record 
what occurred each time this phrase is used.

16.
What do you learn about the power of God's Word and His sovereignty in Genesis 
chapter 1?

17.
According to Colossians 1:15,-20, what was Christ's role in creation?

18.
What do you learn in John 1:1-3 in relation to Genesis 1:1-3 and 1:26? 

19.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.

6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads.

11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;

12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia.

14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.

15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Outline 2:

(Creation continues.)
I.
The seventh day.  (1-3)


A.
Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.   (God's 


work of initial creation was ended.)

B.
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested 


on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. 

C.
Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from 


all His work which He had created and made. 
(God was not tired, but His creation was complete.  He set the day of rest as a pattern to be followed by man.   There are three Sabbaths found in the Bible. This one was the personal Sabbath of God.  There is also the national Sabbath of Israel that was a sign between them and God:  Exodus 16:23; 31:12-17. There is also the spiritual Sabbath of the New Testament believer described in Hebrews 4:1-11.  The Jewish Sabbath on the seventh day symbolizes the old covenant--first you work, then you rest. The Christian observance of Sunday--the first day of the week--symbolizes the new covenant of grace.  You rest in Christ and His provision of salvation, then you work: Ephesians 2:8-10.  As believers, we should honor the spirit of the Sabbath by working six days and setting one day aside for the Lord and for rest.  We should not judge other believers on the basis of what day they worship: Colossians 2:16.)
II.
A summary of creation.  (4-7)


A.
This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day 


that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,  before any plant of the field 


was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown.  (The word Lord 


means "Yahweh" which conveys the eternal existence of God. The name "Lord 


God" is used when His relationship with mankind is being emphasized as it is in 


the following passage.)


B.
For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to 


till the ground; but a mist (a fog or vapor)  went up from the earth and watered the 

whole face of the ground. 


C.
And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 


nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being.   (The breath of God 


means the Spirit of God.  This act set man apart from all other creations.  God is 


a spirit:  John 4:24.  The spirit of man is what makes him unique in the image and 

likeness of God. The breath of life is the life of God, and thus man was originally 


intended to live eternally.)
III.
The Garden of Eden.  (8-14)

A.
The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom 

He had formed.   (The word "garden" means a place that is enclosed, 



protected, and sheltered.  Eden means "pleasure, delight". God did not build a 


mansion for mankind, but placed him in a place adorned by God Himself:  The 


beautiful natural environment of the Garden of Eden.  Not only was it a beautiful 


environment, it was also a perfect environment--unmarred by sin.  We often blame 

sin on our environment, but Adam and Eve lived in a perfect environment and still 

sinned.  Sin is a choice.)

B.
And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the 


sight and good for food. 

C.
The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge 


of good and evil. (The Tree of Life was for granting eternal life.  It is now in 


heaven: Revelation 2:7; 22:2.  The fact that this tree was available to Adam and 


Eve indicates that God's original plan for them was to live eternally.  The power 


of life did not rest in the tree itself, but in God's decree concerning it.) 


D.
Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and 


became four riverheads. 


1.
The name of the first is Pishon:  It is the one which skirts the whole land 



of Havilah, where there is gold.  



a.
And the gold of that land is good. 



b.
Bdellium and the onyx stone are there also. 


2.
The name of the second river is Gihon:  It is the one which goes around 



the whole land of Cush. 


3.
The name of the third river is Hiddekel:  It is the one which goes toward 



the east of Assyria. 


4.
The fourth river is the Euphrates. 


(Regardless of where these rivers run today, this does not identify the exact 


location of the Garden of Eden because of the disruptive effects of the world-wide 


flood of Noah's times which undoubtedly altered the path of many waterways.)

IV.
Man is placed in the Garden of Eden.  (15-17)


A.
Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 


keep it.   (God intended for man to work, but it was to be a pleasure in this 


beautiful environment. God created man to know Him:  Psalm 100:3; Isaiah 


43:7,10; to worship Him: Psalm 95:6; and to serve Him:  Ephesians 1:4-6.)


B.
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying:



1.
Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat.



2.
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat.



3.
For in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." (Literally, die in your 


dying.  Death means separation--not extinction--and Adam and Eve were 



separated from God the very moment they sinned.  That is spiritual death. 



Their sin also resulted in physical death being passed on all mankind.  



Eternal death, also referred to in the Bible, is eternal separation from 



God's presence forever.  It is the destiny of unrepentant sinners.) 
V.
Search for a mate: Adam names the animals.  (18-20)



A.
And the Lord God said:



1.
It is not good that man should be alone.



2.
I will make him a helper comparable to him.  



(Note that the woman was comparable to man, not inferior to him.  Note 



also that while we sometimes see helping as a position of inferiority, God 



considers service most important:  Matthew 20:25-28.  Being a "helper" is 


not an inferior position, as the Holy Spirit is called a helper in the New 



Testament:  John 14:16,26; 15:26; 16:7.) 


B.
So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird 


of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. 


1.
And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 


2.
So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast 


of the field.   (The right to name something or someone indicated authority 


or ownership.  God named the day, night, seas, etc., but brought the 



animals to man to name.)


3.
But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him. 




(Genesis 2:19 is the first use of the name "Adam".  It comes from the 



Hebrew word "red", the color of middle eastern soil from which he came.  



Thus, "...though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 



though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool": Isaiah 1:18.)

VI.
God creates woman.  (21-25)


A.
And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept:



1.
And God took 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 


2.
Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a 



woman.



3.
And He brought her to the man. 



(Eve was taken from Adam's side and was to birth life into the world.  The Church 

was taken from the side of Jesus with the mission to bring life to the world.  As 


Eve was helpmate to Adam, so we are helpmates to Christ.)


B.
And Adam said:



1.
This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.



2.
She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 



3.
Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 



wife, and they shall become one flesh.  (This was the first marriage and 



the passage indicates more than a sexual union.  The couple were to be 



bonded together in a loving and supportive relationship.  See Mark 10:7-



9.  They were to leave parents, cleave to one another, and become as one 



flesh through both physical intimacy and spiritual union. Marriage was 



the first institution of society established by God.)

C.
And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. (There 


was no shame, because shame is the result of sin.)
(When God made man, He said "Let us make man in our image..."
We were created by God in the image of God with a spirit, soul, and body:  1 Thessalonians 5:23. Adam's side was opened and from it, his bride was created. Christ's side was opened on the cross and His Bride--the church--was birthed: 1 Corinthians 15.)
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
According to verse 1, what had just been completed as the account in this chapter opens?

2.
What did God do on the seventh day? (2)

3.
What did God pronounce on the seventh day and why? (3)

4.
Using the outline note following point I C, list the three biblical Sabbaths.

5.
Using the outline note following point I C, explain the difference between the Jewish and 
Christian observance of the Sabbath.

6.
What summary statement is made in verses 4-5?

7.
According to verse 5b, what was missing from God's creation?

8.
How was the earth watered at that time?  (6)

9.
Using verse 7 and the outline notes following point II C, answer the following questions.



-From what was man created?



-What caused man to became a living creature?



-What is meant by the "breath of God"?


-How does the "breath of God" set mankind apart from all other creatures?

10.
Using verses 8-14 and the outline notes in point III, answer the following questions. 



-What did God create for mankind?



-What does the word "garden" mean?  



-Describe the environment in the garden.


-What did God cause to grow in the garden for mankind's use?



-What special trees did God plant in the garden?  



-How was the garden watered?

11.
Using verses 15-17 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Where did God place Adam?



-For what purposes was Adam placed there?



-For what purpose did God create man?  (Use references in point IV A) 



-What commands did God give Adam regarding the trees in the garden?



-What does the word "death" mean as used in this passage?

12.
Using verses 18-20 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What did God say was not good for man?



-What did God decide to do to rectify this?



-What do you learn about woman in this passage in regards to her purpose and 


position?



-How is "helper" or "helpmate" defined in this passage? 



-Who named the animals?



-What does the right to name something indicate?



-What helper was found for Adam during the process of naming the animals?

13.
Using verses 21-25 and outline point VI, answer the following questions regarding the 
creation of woman.



-What did God cause to come upon Adam?



-Describe the creation of woman.  From what was woman created?


-What did Adam say when God presented the woman to him?



-What indicates that marriage was to be more than a sexual union?



-Of what were Adam and Eve unashamed?



-Using the closing outline note and references, explain how we were created by 


God in His image.  Apply this to the birth of the church.

14.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 3

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

Outline 3:
(This is one of the most important chapters in the Bible. The rest of Scripture documents what occurred after the temptation and fall of mankind into sin.  If you are not familiar with the origin of Satan, his fall, and his strategies, see "Spiritual Strategies: A Manual of Spiritual Warfare" available free at http://www.harvestime.org)

I.
The test, temptation, and fall.  (1-7)

(See Romans 5:12-21.)


A.
Now the serpent was more cunning (subtle and crafty) than any beast of the field 


which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 


'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?"   (Satan transformed himself into 


the form of a serpent--a snake.  Where did Satan come from? He was originally 


an angel of God who was cast out of Heaven because of sin.  See Ezekiel 28, 


Isaiah 
14; Luke 10:18. Here he is manifested in the body of a snake.  Satan takes 


God's positive command:  "Of every tree you shall eat" and phrases it in a 


negative way:  "God won't let you eat of every tree.")

B.
And the woman said to the serpent:



(Do not converse with Satan.  Instead, command him:  "The Lord rebuke you!" 


Jude 9.  Resist him and flee: James 4:7.)



1.
We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden.



2.
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has 



said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'"   (God had 



not said "don't touch it"--this was added by Eve.  Right from the first, man 


started adding to and 
taking  from God's Word.) 

C.
Then the serpent said to the woman:



1.
You will not surely die. 


2.
For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 



you will be like God, knowing good and evil.   (Eve should have said, "I 



am already like God" because she was made in His image.)

D.
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to 


the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.   


(First the thought was put in her mind by Satan where most spiritual battles 


begin.  Then she began to dwell on the thought.  She then yielded to the lust of the 


flesh, seeing that the tree was good for food;  the lust of the eyes, seeing that the 


tree was pleasant; and the pride of life, seeing it was desirable for gaining 


worldly wisdom.  See 1 John 2:15-16.  This is why we are told to flee fornication: 


1 Corinthians 6:18; flee from idolatry: 1 Corinthians 10:14; flee sinful things: 1 


Timothy 6:11; and flee youthful lusts: 2 Timothy 2:22.) 


1.
She also gave it to her husband with her, and he ate. 


2.
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, they knew that they were 



naked, and they sewed fig leaves together to make themselves coverings. 


(God did not tempt Adam and Eve, as temptation means to entice to do evil.  He 


tested them.  The enemy tempted them, and they failed the test.  Eve thought the 


fruit was good, pleasant, and desirable.  That is how Satan tempted Jesus in 


Matthew chapter 4 and how he tempts us as well.  Jesus did not dialogue with 


Satan, but answered him with God's Word.) 

II.
God confronts Adam and Eve.  (8-13)

A.
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 


among the trees of the garden.   


(From the inception, it was God's desire to fellowship with mankind.  Apparently this was 
God's custom--to walk and talk with Adam and Eve.  Once sin entered the world, God 
dwelt among His people by means of the tabernacle and later in  the temple:  Exodus 
40:34 
and 2 Samuel 22:7. In New Testament Times, God manifested His presence in the 
person 
of Jesus Christ made flesh who dwelt among us:  John 1:14.  Now, Christians are 
the temple of the Holy Spirit:  1 Corinthians 3:16;6:19.  In eternity, God will dwell with 
His people face-to-face: Revelation 22:4.) 

B.
Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" 


(Religion is man's attempt to find God. Salvation is God searching for man.  He 


asks you to consider: Where are you? Who are you listening to? What have you 


done?"    God knew where they were, but He was giving them an opportunity to 


confess and repent.   This was the cry of an anguished father seeking his wayward 

child.)


C.
So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 


naked, and I hid myself."  (To those walking in fellowship with God, His voice is 


not fearful.  His sheep know His voice.  Adam and Eve were not only physically 


naked, they were spiritually naked as well.  It is not possible to hide from God:  


Psalm 139:7-12; Proverbs 15:3.)

D.
And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 


of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" 


E.
Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me the 


fruit of  the tree, and I ate."  (Hostility and blame now enter into the marriage 


relationship.  In blaming Eve, Adam was blaming God, as He was the one who 


gave him his wife.  Adam actually chose to sin.  He was not deceived as Eve was: 


1 Timothy 2:14.  The deliberate sinner is even more guilty than one who is 


deceived and does wrong.)

F.
And the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"


G.
The woman said, "The serpent deceived (outwitted and beguiled) me, and I ate." 


(Being deceived is not an excuse for sin.  Deception is exchanging the truth of 


God for a lie:  Romans 1:25.)

III.
Judgment on the serpent.  (14-15)


So the Lord God said to the serpent:


A.
Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all cattle and more than 


every beast of the field (cursed more than all domestic and wild animals).


B.
On your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.

C.
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 


her Seed: He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.


(This is the first promise of a Redeemer. Satan used a woman to cause the fall, 


and a woman will be used by God to bring salvation to the world through the 


Lord Jesus Christ.  Down through history, the godly seed of the woman would be 


attacked by the ungodly seed of the devil.)
 IV.
Judgment on the woman.  (16) 


To the woman He said:


A.
I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception.


B.
In pain you shall bring forth children.  (If not for the fall into sin, childbirth 


probably would have been a totally joyous and awesome experience--no labor, no 

pain.)

C.
Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.   (Male 



dominance and subjugation of women are consequences of sin that should not be 


perpetuated in the Christian home since Christ redeemed us from the curse.  The 


man is the head of the house for purposes of function and organization, not in 


order to lord it over his wife or dominate and enslave her.  Note that 



women are not to be under the leadership of all men--only her own husband.  In 


many societies, women are tragically dominated and even enslaved by their 


husbands and men in general.)
 V.
Judgment on the man  (17-19)


Then to Adam He said: Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': 


A.
Cursed is the ground for your sake. In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your 


life. 

B.
Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of 


the field.  (Romans 8:19-22 details how all creation groans to be released from 


this curse.) 

C.
In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out 


of it you were taken.  (Work would now be strenuous and difficult.)

D.
For dust you are, and to dust you shall return. 
VI.
Atoning for sin. (20-21)

A.
And Adam called his wife's name Eve (meaning life spring), because she was the 


mother of all living.   (The woman had not been named prior to this time.  Adam 


named her Eve because he believed God's promise that she would be the mother 


of all living.)

B.
Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin and clothed them. 


(Nakedness is associated with shame because of sin.  Humans were unable to 


cover their sin and shame without the shedding of blood.  In this case, an 



animal was used by God for the first blood sacrifice for sin.  No doubt God 


explained to Adam and Eve what He was doing and why the blood sacrifice was 


now necessary.)

VII.
Expelled from the garden.  (22-24)


A.
Then the Lord God said:



1.
Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.  



(Again, the "Us" used here indicates the Trinity of God.)



2.
And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 



and live forever ...

B.
The Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the  ground from which 


he was taken.  


1.
So God drove out the man.  (Adam did not want to leave.  God drove him 



out.  Isaiah 59:2.)


2.
And God placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming 



sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life. 




(Driving man out of the garden was actually an act of love and mercy.  



Had Adam and Eve eaten of the tree of life, they would have lived forever 



in their sinful state in a fallen world. The Garden of Eden, left to the 



effects of the curse, eventually deteriorated from its original beauty  and 



blended in with the surrounding environment.  The Tree Of Life is seen 



once again in God's new creation in Revelation 2:7 and 22:2.  Man sinned 


in a garden. Jesus suffered in the garden of Gethsemane, was buried in a 



tomb in a garden, and was resurrected in a garden.  Sin started in a 



garden, and was atoned for in a garden.)
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ON CHAPTER 3
Genesis 3 is perhaps the most tragic chapter in the entire Bible, yet at the same time the most wonderful.  Man was created innocent, but he was not created righteous.  Righteousness is defined biblically as innocence that has been maintained in the presence of temptation. Unfortunately, Adam and Eve did not emerge victoriously from this temptation.

THE INSTRUCTIONS
To fully understand Eve's temptation, we must note God's initial instructions to man:  "And the Lord God commanded the man saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shall not eat of it;  for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die": Genesis 2:16-17.
THE TEMPTATION

The first step in Eve's fall into sin was being in the wrong place. In Genesis 3 we find her near the forbidden tree.  Proverbs states of the path of wickedness:  "Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away": Proverbs 4:15.  There she encountered the enemy, Satan, who had transformed himself into the form of a serpent--which is another name for him: Revelation 12:9; 20:2; and 2 Corinthians 11:3. Where did Satan come from? He was originally an angel of God who fell because of sin.  See Ezekiel 28, Isaiah 14; Luke 10:18. Here he is manifested in the body of a snake.  
Second, Eve should never have entered into conversation with Satan whose first words questioned the instructions given by God: "And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?": Genesis 3:1.  Satan takes God's positive command:  "Of every tree you shall eat" and phrases it in a negative way:  "God won't let you eat of every tree."  Eve should not have conversed with Satan.  She should have declared: "The Lord rebuke you!" Jude 9.

Questioning the truth of the Word of God is often how Satan starts the temptation process.  Satan both questioned and denied God's Word: verses 1 and 4.  In answering Satan, Eve misquoted God's Word.  She added to God's instructions as well as minimizing the penalty for sin:  "But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die": Genesis 3:3.  Compare this verse with Genesis 2:16-17.  God did not say "neither shall ye touch it."  This is added by Eve.  Right from the beginning, man started adding his own ideas, instructions, and legalism to the Word of God.  God also said "Thou shalt surely die." This was the penalty for eating of the tree.  Eve changed this to "lest ye die," meaning "you might die."  Cults add to and take from the Word of God.
Today, there is the same tendency to minimize the penalty for sin.  People say, "Surely a righteous God could not send anyone to Hell!"  Actually, God does not send anyone to Hell.  Man chooses to go there by his own sinful actions.  The penalty for sin remains everlasting separation from the presence of God in Hell.  People often do not identify sin for what it is.  Abortion is called  "birth control" instead of murder.  Adulterous relationships are sometimes referred to as "affairs."  

In answering Eve, Satan contradicted God's Word:  "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die; For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil": Genesis 3:4-5.
It is important to recognize this pattern, for it is one Satan still uses when he tempts you to sin.  He accuses the Word of God and tries to cause discontentment.  Eve was holy before God in the beautiful environment of the garden, yet Satan made her discontent.  He made her believe she could become like God and know everything.  Discontent leads to sin.  For example, unhappiness with financial situations causes men to rob, steal, and cheat.  Discontent with marriage leads to adulterous relationships.   

Satan wanted to alienate Eve from God.  Satan claimed God knew she would receive great benefits from eating fruit from this tree.  She would be more knowledgeable and become like a god.  In essence he was saying, "God must not think much of you, Eve, to deny you this wonderful opportunity."   Eve should have answered, "I am already like God," because she was created in God's image.  Always remember:  Sin usually comes disguised as opportunity.   Satan used the appeal of the flesh, and still does so today:  1 John 2:16.  The desire for good food,

wisdom, and things that are pleasant are normal--but Satan preverted these desires.
THE FALL

Genesis 3:6 describes the darkest moment in human history:  "And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat": Genesis 3:6.  This is commonly referred to as the fall of mankind into sin.
Note the progression: She heard, she saw, she took, she ate, she gave, and he ate.  This is the same pattern that occurs when we fall into sin.  First, Eve was in the wrong place.  She put herself in a place where she was likely to be tempted.  Then she listened to the enemy, Satan. Next she looked longingly upon that which God had forbidden.   Temptation here was still at a distance, but then Eve proceeded to take and eat from the tree. She partook of that which God had labeled SIN.   The final result was that her sin affected Adam when she gave the fruit to him and he ate.  When you sin, it affects those around you and when they sin, they enter the same destructive cycle of sin.   Note that Eve was deceived into eating the fruit:  2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14; Revelation 12:9.  Adam, however, sinned knowingly:  1 Timothy 2:14-15.

Psalms warns of a similar progression: "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night": Psalms 1:1-2.  First you walk in the temptation to sin.  If you do not flee, you will soon be standing (pausing) to think about it. Finally, you will be sitting in the seat of the scornful and settling down in the place of sin.

The good news is that no matter where you are in the cycle of temptation and sin, the cycle can be broken through the power of Jesus Christ who paid the penalty for the sin of all mankind.  The cycle of sin can be broken through the power of the cross of Jesus Christ.  On the cross, Jesus paid the penalty for sin.  He bruised the head (power) of Satan so you can be delivered from both the power and penalty of sin.

If this sinful cycle is not broken in your life, then you will influence others around you, entice them to sin, and the cycle will continue in their lives.  Thus, it becomes a continuous chain spreading throughout the world. The cycle can only be broken by the power of the Gospel message of the death of Jesus for sin and His resurrection power over death, Hell, and Satan. 

There are only two cycles in the world today in which men exist.  One is the cycle of sin.  The other is the cycle of salvation:  Hearing the Gospel, understanding it, accepting it as truth, partaking of the plan of salvation, and leading others to Jesus Christ.  In which cycle do you want to spend your life?

IMMEDIATE RESULTS OF THE FALL

There were several immediate results of the fall into sin:

Knowledge Of Good And Evil:  Immediately after the fall, Adam and Eve were no longer in a state of innocence.  They recognized the difference between good and evil: Genesis 3:7.

Self-Righteousness:  Adam and Eve tried to make clothing from fig leaves which is a type (an outward example) of what man tries to do spiritually to cover sin.  Realizing we are sinners, we try to better ourselves.  We think self-improvement will correct our sin: Genesis 3:7. Our self-righteousness is as inadequate as the fig leaves were to cover Adam and Eve: Isaiah 64:6.   Many people are still trying to cover their sin through "fig leaves" of self-righteousness.
Fear, Shame, And Guilt:  When God came to walk and talk with Adam and Eve, they hid themselves in shame and fear:  Genesis 3:10.  Shame over the past and fear of the future are the basic emotions which generate all other negative emotional responses.

Separation From God--Spiritual Death:  God did not remove Himself from man's presence, rather, it was man that removed himself from God.  Adam and Eve tried to hide from God.
Marring God's Image:  Mankind was created in the image of God.  That original image was marred by sin, but can be renewed through the new birth:  John 3:3,5; 1 Peter 1:23.  We can put on the "new man" and partake once again of God's divine nature:  Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10; 2 Peter 1:4.  We can be "re-created" in Christ:  2 Corinthians 5:17.
THE MEETING WITH GOD

The knowledge of  good and evil, self-righteousness, fear, shame, and separation from God were the immediate results of the fall of man. Other results came with the penalties for sin imposed by God.  The conversation with God went as follows:  
God:  "Where Art Thou?"  God's question was not to discover where Adam and Eve were hiding. God is all knowledgeable, and He knew where they were.  The reason for His question was to focus attention on their spiritual condition.  "Where are you, Adam?   Where are you spiritually? What has happened to you?"  God confronts sinful mankind with the same question today:  Where are you spiritually?  We must recognize our true spiritual condition because without Christ we stand condemned before a holy God.  God searches for mankind to extend the offer of redemption and relationship.  Man's attempts to reach God are religion.  God's continual search for mankind is reflected throughout the Scriptures and is based on relationship, not religion.
Adam:  Adam answered that he heard God's voice and was afraid because he was naked so he hid himself from God's presence.

God:  God's next response was also a question: "Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?": Genesis 3:11.  God already knew Adam had eaten of the tree. His purpose in questioning was to get Adam to confess his sin:  "If we confess our sin, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness": 1 John 1:9.
Adam:  His answer demonstrated an inability to accept blame.  In blaming Eve, he also blamed God: "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat": Genesis 3:12.
God:  Then God asked the woman, "What is this that thou hast done?"

Eve:  Following the pattern set by her husband, Eve also refused to accept blame. She blamed the serpent for her sin.

God:  The rest of the conversation was dominated by God pronouncing the penalties for sin.

PENALTIES FOR SIN

We previously noted some of the immediate results of sin.  Now there are additional penalties as God pronounces specific judgments on the serpent, man, and woman.

On The Serpent:
-Changed physical form:  The physical form Satan used for the temptation was cursed.  The 
serpent, or snake, originally walked upright but from this time on wiggled on his belly through 
the dust. 

-Enmity between Satan and man:  This was the beginning of what we call "spiritual warfare," with Satan fighting for the souls of mankind.  This warfare continues to the present day.  Harvestime International Institute offers a course entitled  "Spiritual Strategies" which focuses on  this battle and provides strategies for victory over the enemy.

-A crushed head:  The third penalty on the serpent is actually a promise to sinful man.  Although Satan would "bruise the heel" of man spiritually through sin, the seed (descendant) that would come from woman would crush the head of Satan: Genesis 3:15.  This was the first promise of a Savior for the sin of mankind.  Although  Satan would affect man through sin, a Savior would be sent by God through woman and the power of sin would be crushed.  The tragedy of sin came through the fall of a woman, but redemption would also come through a woman who would birth the Lord Jesus Christ.

On Adam:
-Labor a weariness:  Prior to sin Adam tended the ground in ease and happiness, but now he must labor hard.  The environment of the earth changed.  The ground that was once fertile and without pests or weeds became filled with thorns and thistles.  

-Death:  The penalty of natural death was imposed on Adam. God said his body would return to 
the ground, for "dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  Spiritual death was also a 
penalty of sin.  God said "the soul that sinneth, it shall die": Ezekiel 18:20.  Without 
forgiveness, man would die the spiritual death of eternal separation from God.

On Eve:
-Sorrow in childbirth:  The curse of pain and sorrow was placed upon child bearing.  The curse of pain, however,  did not stop life from being born. What new thing can be birthed by your pain?  Even the new birth experience results from pain--people turning to God with broken dreams, longings, wounds, tears, etc.

-Subjection:  Eve would be subject to her husband.
-Attacks on the woman's seed:  The enemy would repeatedly try to eliminate the genealogical 
line of Jesus that would come from Eve, but his head would be crushed because the line would 
survive and the Messiah would be born.  Here is how Satan tried to eliminate the royal line of 
Christ:


-Cain killed Abel, but God gave Adam another son, Seth: Genesis 4:1. 


-Satan led the godly line to mix with the ungodly, resulting in such wickedness that God had to destroy the earth--but Noah was saved: Genesis 6:5. 


-Esau threatened to kill his brother,  but God protected Jacob: Genesis 27:4. 


-Pharaoh attempted to kill all the male babies of Israel, but God saved Moses: Exodus l:8. 


-Several of David's sons were disqualified from the godly line because of their sins, but God raised up another son: 2 Samuel 13. 


-Jehoram, one of Jehosophat's sons, was inspired by Satan to kill all of his brothers, but God caused sons to be born to Jehoram to carry on the godly line: 2 Chronicles 21:1. 


-All the sons of the royal line were killed, but Ahaziah was spared: 2 Kings 8:25. 


-Satan led Jehu to kill Ahaziah, and the queen's mother, Athaliah, took over the throne and killed all the sons but one--Joash: 2 Kings 9:11. 


-King Ahasuerus planned to exterminate all of God's people, but Esther intervened:  The Book of Esther. 


-Satan led King Herod to slay all the babies in Bethlehem in an attempt to kill the newborn king, but God warned Joseph so he could flee with Jesus: Matthew.2:1. 


-Satan tempted Jesus to cast Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple, but Jesus refused: Mtatthew4:1. 


-Satan inspired the citizens of Nazareth to try to throw Jesus off a cliff, but Jesus escaped: Luke 4:29. 


-The scribes and Pharisees hated Jesus and plotted His death frequently, but Jesus escaped: John7:1.


-Satan inspired the crucifixion of Christ, but God raised Jesus from the dead: John 7:1. 

On Both Adam And Eve:.
God removed Adam and Eve from the beautiful environment of the Garden of Eden to a world filled with sorrow, pain, thorns, and death.  God set a guard at the entrance by placing cherubim there to block access.  In the Old Testament Tabernacle and Temple, cherubim were woven into the fabric of the veil that protected the Most Holy Place.  The cherubim continued to symbolize the barrier between sinful man and a righteous God.  When Jesus died, the veil in front of the Most Holy Place was ripped in two--from top to bottom, indicating it was a work of God and not of man.  The cherubim no longer blocked access.   It cost Jesus Christ His life to secure  this 
blessing for us, yet we sometimes let our busy schedules and things of this world hinder our coming into His presence.  We skip our daily time with Him or find something else to do on Sunday instead of joining in corporate worship.  

On All Mankind:

-Sin entered the world:  Romans 5:12.

-Death entered the world--along with associated sickness, disease, aging, etc.:  Romans  5:15; 
 1 Corinthians 15:22.

-All men were condemned and made sinners:  Romans 5:18-19.
-Sinful man was alienated from a righteous God: Isaiah 59:2.
THE SACRIFICE

God killed an animal and used the skins to clothe Adam and Eve.  This was the first blood sacrifice for sin and the first death.  How horrible it must have been for Adam and Eve to witness this.  But without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin.  The blood sacrifice of animals would continue throughout Old Testament times until Jesus came and shed His blood once and for all for the sins of all mankind.

THE PROMISE OF CHRIST

The only bright spot in the entire chapter of Genesis 3 is the promise of the coming Redeemer who would crush the power of Satan: Genesis 3:15.  Note how this was fulfilled in Jesus Christ:


Sin Brought...

Fulfilled In Jesus...


Travail


Jesus entered into travail for us. (Isaiah 53:11)


Subjection

He was made subject to the law that He might redeem us from





the law.  (Galatians 4:4)


Thorns


He was crowned with thorns for us. (Matthew 27:29) 


Sweat


Jesus sweat great drops of blood for us. (Luke 22:44)


Sorrow


Surely, He bore our sorrows. (Isaiah 53:4-5)  


Death


He brought eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Jesus bore every penalty for sin.  Through His life, death, and resurrection, the head (power) of Satan was crushed.

Adam sinned in a garden. Jesus began His suffering for sin in a garden and was resurrected from a tomb in a garden.  
IN SUMMARY...

Chapter 3 of Genesis reveals the following:


-The identity of our spiritual enemy.


-The subtle strategies of our spiritual enemy.

-The explanation of the fallen world in which we live.


-The inability of mankind to live righteously without divine grace.


-The spiritual effects of sin--sorrow, disease, death, etc.

-The attitude of God toward the guilty sinner.


-The tendency to try to cover our sin.


-The inception of negative emotions such as fear, shame, and guilt.


-The gracious plan of God for redemption of mankind from sin.


-The marvelous start of a stream of prophecy that continues through all of scripture:  
     
 The promise of a Redeemer!
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
Using the opening outline note, explain why this is one of the  most important chapters in 
the Bible.

2.
Use verses 1-7 and outline point I to answer the following questions.



-Who enters the scene as this chapter opens?



-Who was disguised in what form?



-Where did Satan come from?  (See also Isaiah 14:12-15.)


-What did the serpent ask Eve?  What was her answer?


-Why is it a mistake to converse with Satan?  What should you do instead?



-What did Eve add to God's instructions?



-What did Satan say that conflicted with what God had said?



-What promise did Satan make to Eve?  



-Using the notes following point I D, summarize the process of the temptation of 


Eve.



-Using the verses in the comment following outline point I D, list some things 


from which believers are commanded to flee.


-What is the difference between temptation and testing?



-Compare Eve's temptation with that of Jesus in Matthew chapter 4.

3.
Use verses 8-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did Adam and Eve hear in the cool of the day?



-What did Adam and Eve do when they heard this?




-What was God's desire from the inception of creation?



-What happened to the fellowship between God and man once sin entered the 


world?



-How did God dwell among His people in Old Testament times?



-How did God dwell among His people during the time of Christ's ministry on 


earth?



-How does God dwell among believers now?



-What was the first question God asked Adam and what was the purpose of this 


question?


-What was Adam's response to this first question?



-What two questions did God ask Adam next?



-What was Adam's answer?  Who did Adam blame?



-According to the note following outline point II E, what was the difference 


between the sin of Adam and that of Eve?



-What question did God ask Eve?



-What was Eve's response?  Who did she blame? What does this reveal regarding 


the relationship between Adam and Eve after sinning?
4.
Using verses 14-15 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What judgment was pronounced on the serpent?



-What prophetic word is given in verse 15? 



-How was the woman to be used in the coming of a redeemer for sin?

5.
Use verse 16 and outline point IV to answer the following questions.



-What judgment is pronounced on the woman?



-Summarize outline point IV C regarding the order of the Christian home.

6.
Using verses 17-19 and outline point V, answer the following questions. 



-What judgments were pronounced upon the man?



-How did the earth change as a result of sin?



-How was work changed?



-What statement is made regarding the end of mankind's life? 

7.
Using verses 20-21 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What did Adam name the woman and what was the meaning of her name?



-What faith did Adam demonstrate by naming his wife this name?



-What did God make for Adam and Eve?  Why was this necessary?  With what 


was nakedness associated?
8.
Using verses 22-24 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-What statement did God make regarding mankind in verse 22?



-Why did God expel the couple from the garden?  Why was this actually an act of 


mercy?



-What did God place at the entrance of the garden, for what purpose, and why was 

this necessary?



-Where does the Tree of Life appear again in scripture?  

9.
Use the supplemental study and summarize what you learn under each of the following 
subheadings:



-The instructions given to mankind.



-The temptation process.



-The fall.



-Immediate results of the fall.



-The meeting with God.



-The penalties for sin on the serpent.



-The penalties for sin on Adam.



-The penalties for sin on Eve.



-The penalties for sin on all mankind.



-The sacrifice made by God.



-The prophetic promise.



-The final summary of chapter 3.

10.
Read Romans chapters 3-5 and summarize what you learn about the fall of man, the 
original sin, and the atonement of Christ for sin.

11.
Read 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 and record what you learn about man's first sin.

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 4

1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the Lord.

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering:

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.

18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.

19 And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah.

20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.

21 And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.

22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.

23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt.

24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.

25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.

26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the Lord.

Outline 4:

(Cain and Abel; Cain's sin and curse; birth of Seth.)

( See also Luke 11:51; Hebrews 11:4; 12:24.)

I.
The birth of Cain and Abel.  (1-2)


A.
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I 


have acquired a man from the Lord."   (When the Bible speaks of "knowing" your 


wife/husband in this and similar contexts, it means they had sexual relations.)

B.
Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel.   (Interestingly, Abel means 


breath or temporary.  Indeed, Abel's life was short.) 

C.
Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 


(Abel chose pastoral life, while Cain pursued agriculture.) 

II.
The offerings by Cain and Abel.  (3-5a)


A.
And in the process of time, it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the 


fruit of the ground to the Lord.   ("The process of time" may mean that it 



was the Sabbath day or that this was the first sacrifices that the young men did on 

their own apart from their parents.  We are not told where they brought the 


offerings, but most likely their father, Adam, had established a place for worship.)

B.
Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat.  (Here, the offering 


was one lamb for a man.  Later, it would be one lamb for a family at the 



Passover.  On the Day of Atonement it would be one lamb for a nation.  



Eventually, Jesus would be the lamb who takes away the sin of the whole world:  


John 1:29.)

C.
And the Lord respected Abel and his offering,  but He did not respect Cain and his 

offering.  (Adam and Eve knew by the blood sacrifice that God  offered in the 


garden what was necessary to atone for sin.  This knowledge undoubtedly was 


passed on to their sons.  Cain did not approach God through the sacrifice of 


an innocent life as was required for sin.  We must approach God through the 


sacrifice of an innocent life--the Lord Jesus Christ.  Any other attempts to 



approach Him are called "the way of Cain": Jude 4,11. Cain brought the fruit of 


his own efforts.  He came his way instead of God's way.  We cannot approach 


God through our own works, energy, efforts, ceremony, or rituals.) 


III.
God corrects Cain.  (5b-7)


A.
And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 


B.
So the Lord said to Cain:



1.
Why are you angry? 


2.
And why has your countenance fallen? 


3.
If you do well, will you not be accepted? 



(God was not asking questions to get information, as He knows all.  He is 



giving Cain an opportunity to confess and repent of 
his sin.  A grain 



offering was acceptable for other purposes, but not for sin.  If Cain would 



obey, his fellowship with God would be restored and he would be 




accepted.)



4.
If you do not do well, sin lies at the door.  (Sin is personified here as 



a wild beast lurking by the door ready to pounce. This is the first time the 



word "sin" is used in the Bible.  It means to "miss the mark", like an 



archer who misses his target.  Cain had missed the mark in how he 



approached God.)


5.
And its desire is for you.  (Sin wants to enslave and possess you.)



6.
But you should rule over it. 



(See Romans chapters 8-9.  The only way you can rule over sin is by 



becoming a new creature by accepting Jesus as Savior and through the 



sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit.)
(Cain and Abel had the same parents, identical heredity, and the same background. The difference was in their approach to God: Romans 10:3.  Abel followed the way established by God in the garden--the blood sacrifice for sin.  Cain did not adhere to the blood sacrifice, but brought the fruit of his own efforts. God warned him that, (Sin waits by the door of life to pounce on you,(  God gave Cain a second chance. "If" he  obeyed God's commands he would be accepted.  It was Cain's heart condition that was sinful--filled with anger and rebellion.  See also Hebrews 11:4 and 1 John 3:12.  Jude 11 warns of the way of Cain which is self-will, unbelief,  murderous anger, and a religious spirit that results in persecution of the godly.)
IV.
Cain's crime.  (8)

Now Cain talked with Abel, his brother, and when they were in the field Cain rose up 

against Abel his brother and killed him.   (Cain and got his brother to meet him in the 

field where he murdered him.)
V.
Cain's curse.  (9-12)

A.
Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?"  (God was not asking 


for information in the questions in this passage.  He is confronting Cain about his 

sin.) 

B.
Cain said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?" 


(Note that the sins of anger, deception, murder, lying, broken relationships, and 


disregard for God's Word and others are manifested in Cain's life.  Cain could 


not deny or cover his sin, nor can we:  Proverbs 28:13,  Cain hardened his heart 


and refused to repent:  Proverbs 29:1.)


C.
And God said:



1.
What have you done?  


2.
The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.



(The Bible indicates that Abel's voice is still heard today:  Hebrews 11:4.  



His blood still cries out in behalf of all the injustices of the world.  See 



also Luke 11:50-51 which alludes to Abel as a prophet.)



3.
So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to 



receive your brother's blood from your hand. 


4.
When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. 


5.
A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth. 




(The person who refuses to repent will be restless, rootless, and a 




wanderer in life.  This is why we see a restless and rootless society.)
VI.
Cain's complaint.  And Cain said to the Lord: (13-14)

A.
My punishment is greater than I can bear! 

B.
Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground.

C.
I shall be hidden from Your face.


D.
I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth.


E.
And it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me. 


(Cain had remorse and regret because of his punishment, but did not truly repent 


of his sin.  This is not the response of a repentant sinner.  He is complaining 


about the judgment of God.)

VII.
And the Lord said to him: (15)


A.
Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him sevenfold. 

B.
And the Lord set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him. 


(We are not told what the mark was, but apparently it was recognized by others.  If 
anyone killed Cain, he would experience Cain's judgment seven times over.)

Contrasts between Cain and Abel:  These illustrate the difference between carnal man 
and one who experiences the second birth of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Cain





Abel
Earthly desire: First born.


Spiritual desire: Second born.
Name means possession.


Name means exaltation.
His hope was in earthly things.

His hope was in higher things.
Tiller of ground: Settled, earth bound.
Keeper of sheep: Pilgrim, heaven bound.
Goes from presence of Lord.


Seeks for more of God (Hebrews 11:16).
Offers fruit: Under the curse.


Offers lamb: Blood sacrifice.

VIII.
Cain's family.  (16-24)

A.
Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod on 

the east of Eden.  (Cain fled from the presence of the Lord and lived in the land 


of Nod which means "wanderings". We too wander when we depart from the 


presence of the Lord.  Cain fled from his godly parents; from the community of 


the godly; and from the altar where God was worshipped.)


B.
And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch.   (Cain's wife was 


a descendant of Adam and Eve, as we all are.  We do not know how many years 


passed before Cain took a wife, so she could have been a distant relative by the 


time of their marriage.  Marriage of close relatives was not yet prohibited at that 


time because the gene pool was not yet polluted enough to be dangerous and the 


law regarding this had not yet been given.  Later on, marrying a close relative  


was forbidden by God:  Leviticus 18:9.  Cain began an ungodly genealogical 


line.)  


C.
And Cain built a city, 
and called the name of the city after the name of his son--


Enoch.  (God had said Cain would be a wanderer.  He tried to redeem himself 


from this curse by building a city, a godless civilization to which the events in 


Genesis 11 attest.) 

D.
Enoch's descendants:



1.
To Enoch was born Irad.



2.
Irad begot Mehujael.



3.
Mehujael begot Methushael.



4.
Methushael begot Lamech. 

E.
Then Lamech took for himself two wives: The name of one was Adah, and the 


name of the second was Zillah.   (This was the first instance of bigamy--having 


more than one wife.)


1.
And Adah bore:




a.
Jabal who was the father of those who dwell in tents and 





have livestock.  



b.
Jubal who was the father of all those who play the harp and flute. 


2.
And as for Zillah, she also bore:




a.
Tubal-Cain, who was an instructor of every craftsman in bronze 




and iron. 



b.
Naamah, who was the sister of Tubal-Cain.   (Normally, women 




are not mentioned in genealogies.  Perhaps she is mentioned 




because she was especially beautiful and sensuality and 





materialism had become idols in Cain's line.)

F.
Then Lamech said to his wives:



1.
Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!


2.
For I have killed a man for wounding me, even a young man for hurting 



me.


3.
If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, then Lamech seventy-sevenfold. 



(Lamech was angry, unforgiving, and a killer.  He actually boasted 


about killing a man. He believed since Cain had committed murder, then his 


killing of a man was justified because it allegedly was in self-defense.)

IX.
The birth of Seth.  (25-26a)

A.
And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, "For 


God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed." 


(Note the difference in Eve's statements regarding the birth of her sons.  When she 

birthed Cain, she said "I have brought forth a man from the Lord": Genesis 4:1.  


Here, she declares: "God has appointed me another seed instead of Abel".  She 


had apparently learned that only God can provide the chosen seed of the Savior 


who would someday come to crush the power of the serpent.)


B.
And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh.   (Enosh 


means "sickly, decaying man"--which illustrates how disease and sickness had 


infiltrated the world. Seth was facing the reality of a sin-filled world.)
X.
Then men began to call on the name of the Lord.  (26b) 

(While the worldly descendants of Cain were building cities and boasting about their 
materialism and evil acts, the descendants of Seth--the godly line--were calling on the 
name of the Lord:  Genesis 4:23-24.  The birth of Seth led to a revival among the godly 

seed.  The ungodliness of Cain and his descendants  may have prompted this revival of 
rededication to God.)

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What was the name of Adam's first son?



-What was the name of Adam's second son?


-What was Abel's occupation?



-What was Cain's occupation?

2.
Using verses 3-5a and outline point II, answer the following questions.


-What offering did Cain present to God?



-What offering did Abel present to God?



-What was God's response to Abel's offering?



-What was God's response to Cain's offering?


-Why the different responses?




-What had Cain and Abel undoubtedly learned about sacrifice for sin from their 


parents?

3.
Using verses 5b-7 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What was Cain's response to the rejection of his offering?



-What questions did God ask Cain?



-Why was God asking these questions?



-How is sin personified in this passage?



-What does the word "sin" mean in the Bible?



-What is sin's desire for you and what should be your response?


-What facts about Cain and Abel are identical?



-What major thing about Cain and Abel was different?



-What do you learn about Cain in Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12; and Jude 11? 



-What did Cain do next?  (verse 8  and outline point IV)

4.
Using verses 9-12 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What do you learn from Cain's sin about the danger of an angry spirit?



-What questions did God ask Cain and for what purpose?


-What statement did God make regarding Abel's blood?



-Summarize the curse that God put on Cain.

5.
Using verses 13-14 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-Summarize Cain's response to his punishment.



-Did Cain truly repent? 

6.
Using verse 15 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-What protection did God put on Cain?



-What would happen to anyone who killed Cain?

7.
Using the notes following outline point VII, summarize the contrasts between Cain and 
Abel.

8.
Using verses 16-24 and outline point VIII, answer the following questions.



-Where did Cain go?



-What was the name of Cain's first son?



-Where did Cain get his wife?



-What did Cain build and how did this further defy God?



-List the names of Enoch's descendants.



-What did Lamech do in violation of God's original plan for marriage?



-What was the name of Adah's son and what do you learn about him?



-What was the name of Zillah's son and what do you learn about him?



-What is the name of Zillah's daughter?



-What proud boast did Lamech make that confirmed his sinful character?

9.
Using verses 25-26 and outline point IX, answer the following questions.



-What was the name of the next son born to Adam and Eve?



-What statement did Eve make regarding this son?  How did this statement differ 


from when Cain was born and what does the statement reveal?



-What was the name of Seth's son and what does his name confirm? 


-What important observation is made in verse 26b?

10.
Using the outline note following point X, contrast what the descendants of Cain were 
doing with what the descendants of Seth were doing.
11.
Compare verses 3-7 of this chapter to Isaiah 1:10-20; Jeremiah 7:21-24; and Amos 5:21-
24.  Why does God sometimes reject worship? 

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 5

1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him;

2 Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.

3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth:

4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters:

5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.

6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos:

7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters:

8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.

9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan:

10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters:

11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died.

12 And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel:

13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons and daughters:

14 And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died.

15 And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared:

16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters:

17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died.

18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch:

19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:

20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died.

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:

22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:

23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:

24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.

25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech:

26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:

27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.

28 And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son:

29 And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed.

30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters:

31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died.

32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Outline 5:

(Genealogy of the godly line. See also 1 Chronicles 1:1-4; Luke 3:36-38. All mankind traces their genealogy back to Adam and Eve. This is not a list of all the godly line, as each one mentioned here had other sons and daughters.)

I.
This is the book of the genealogy of Adam.  (1-5)

A.
In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.  He created 


them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they 

were created.   (Note that God created male and female--no sexually conflicted 


individuals or homosexuals.  Sexual conflicts and homosexuality are the result 


of sinful spirits and should be dealt with as such.)

B.
And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot (had) a son in his own 


likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.   (Adam has a son in "his own 


likeness"--meaning he was born with a fallen human nature like his father's.)


C.
After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years, and he had sons 


and daughters. 

D.
So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years and he died. 

II.
Seth. (6-8)


A.
Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begot Enosh. 

B.
After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and 


daughters. 

C.
So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years and he died. 
III.
Enosh.  (9-11)

A.
Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan.  

B.
After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons 


and daughters. 

C.
So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years and he died. 

IV.
Cainan.  (12-14)


A.
Cainan lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel. 

B.
After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight hundred and forty years, and had 


sons and daughters. 

C.
So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years and he died. 

V.
Mahalalel.  (15-17)


A.
Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared.

B.
After he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons 


and daughters. 

C.
So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years and he 


died. 
VI.
Jared.  (18-20)


A.
Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. 

B.
After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and 



daughters. 

C.
So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years and he died. 

VII.
Enoch. (21-24)


A.
Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 

B.
After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had 


sons and daughters.   (To walk with God means to have fellowship with Him; to 


live a holy life; and to bear a strong witness for God.  Jude 14-15 indicates Enoch 

was a prophet and summarizes his message.)

C.
So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years.

D.
And Enoch walked with God (in habitual fellowship) and he was not, for God 


took him (home to live with Him). 


(Enoch was one of two men in Scripture who did not die.  Enoch and Elijah were 


both taken to heaven alive:  2 Kings 2:1-11.  Enoch's rapture before the flood of 


judgment in Noah's time is considered by some scholars to be a type of the 


church being taken to heaven before the tribulation:  2 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11.  


Jude 4 states that Enoch was a prophet who walked with God.  Spiritually, 


believers should walk with God in terms of honesty: 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; 


worthiness: Colossians 1:10; 
humbleness: Micah 6:8; in dependence on the Holy 


Spirit: Galatians 6:8; in integrity: Proverbs 20:7; and as Jesus Himself walked: 1 

John 2:6.   We are to walk in love:  Ephesians 5:12; we are to walk by faith: 2 


Corinthians 5:7; we are to walk in the light: 1 John 1:7; we are to walk in truth: 


Psalm 26:3; and in the newness of life: Romans 6:4. We are to walk worthy of our 

calling:  Ephesians 4:1; to walk in the Spirit:  Galatians 5:16; and to walk 


carefully: Ephesians 5:15.)

VIII.
Methuselah.  (25-27)


A.
Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech. 

B.
After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, 


and had sons and daughters. 

C.
So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years and he 


died. 


(Methuselah's name means "sending forth" or "when he is dead, it shall be sent".  


 Methuselah lived for 969 years, and in the year he died the flood came.  1 Peter 


3:20 indicates it was God's longsuffering that permitted him to live so long and 


for the flood to be deferred for 120 years.)

IX.
Lamech.  (28-31)


A.
Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son. 


And he called his name Noah, saying: "This one will comfort us concerning our 


work and the toil of our hands due to the ground which the Lord has cursed." 

B.
After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years and had 


sons and daughters.

C.
So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years and he 


died. 
X.
Noah.  (32)

A.
And Noah was five hundred years old.


B.
And Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

(Notice the repeated emphasis in this chapter: "and he died".  This verifies the sad results of mankind's sin that--in addition to spiritual separation from God--physical death now comes to all.)

Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
According to the opening note, what is the subject of this chapter?
2.
What do 1 Chronicles 1:1-4 and Luke 3:36-38 contribute to this chapter?

3.
Using verses 2-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What do you learn about the creation of man in this passage?



-What was the name of Adam's son who was to be the Godly line?



-How old was Adam when this son was born?



-How long did Adam live after the birth of this son?



-How old was Adam when he died?

4.
Using verses 6-8 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-How old was Seth when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Seth live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Seth when he died?

5.
 Using verses 9-11 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-How old was Enosh when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Enosh live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Enosh when he died?

6.
Using verses 12-14  and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-How old was Cainan when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Cainan live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Cainan when he died?

7.
 Using verses 15-17 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-How old was Mahalalel when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Mahalalel live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Mahalalel when he died?

8.
 Using verses 18-20 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-How old was Jared  when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Jared live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Jared when he died?

9.
 Using verses 21-24 Enoch and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-How old was Enoch when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Enoch live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Enoch when he was taken from earth?


-How did Enoch leave the earth?


-What does it mean to "walk with God"?



-What other man in scripture departed from the earth without dying?



-Apply this passage spiritually using the note following point VII D. 



-What New Testament promise does Enoch's experience symbolize?  See 


1 Corinthians 15:50-57. 

10.
Using verses 25-27 and outline point VIII, answer the following questions.



-How old was Methuselah when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?



-How long did Methuselah live after the birth of his first son?



-What does the name "Methuselah" mean and why is this important prophetically?



-What happened after the death of Methuselah?


-Explain how 1 Peter 3:20 applies to this passage.
11.
Using verses 28-31and outline point IX, answer the following questions.



-How old was Lamech  when he had his son?



-What was his son's name?


-What did Lamech express regarding his hopes for Noah?


-How long did Lamech live after the birth of his first son?



-How old was Lamech when he died?
12.
Using verse 32 and outline point X, answer the following questions.



-How old was Noah at this time?



-Name Noah's three sons.

13.
According to the closing outline note, what sad truth is emphasized repeatedly in this 
chapter?
14.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 6

1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,

2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.

3 And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.

10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.

15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

Outline 6:

(Multiplication of wickedness; Noah is instructed to build an ark.)
I.
Multiplied wickedness.  (1-7) 


A.
Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 


daughters were born to them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that 


they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. 
(There is no consensus among theologians as to what this means:"the sons of God marrying the daughters of men".  There are two different views:

One:  Some believe that the sons who descended from the Godly line of Seth intermarried with daughters from the evil line of Cain.  This view is supported by:


-The context of this passage which says that when the "sons of God" committed this sin,  
God saw that the wickedness of man was great; repented that He had made man; said He 
would not always strive with man; and said He would destroy man:  6:3-7.  Why would 
the angels not be mentioned?  God refers only to man.


-Jesus said that angels do not marry:  Matthew 22:30. There is no scripture that indicates 
angels are sexual beings.


-The term "sons of God" is used for believers in Scripture:  Deuteronomy 32:5; Psalm 
73:15; 80:17; Hosea 1:10.

Two:  Others believe it refers to intercourse between fallen angels and human women which produced a race of giants. This view is supported by:


-Job 1:6; 2:1; and 38:7 which all refer to angels as "sons of God".


-Jude 6-7 which seems to indicate sinful angels going after strange flesh.  This belief 
could account for the reason why some angels are bound in prison and others are not: 

1 Peter 3:18-20;  2 Peter 2:4.  
Regardless of the meaning of this passage, this issue should not become a point of contention, as it is not foundational to our faith.  The important truth to grasp here is that as children of God--believers--we are to be separate from the children of this world.  These unions--whoever they were between--were sinful and, as you will learn in the following passages, God judges sin.  Allowed to go unpunished, eventually the Messianic line would have become polluted.)  


B.
And the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed 


flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."   (This does not set 120 

years as a life span, as many people in the Bible lived much longer than this.  It 


refers to  the time of reprieve and opportunity for repentance that God gave these 

people before sending the flood. During this time, the world had strong godly 


witnesses through Adam, Enoch, and Methuselah--the latter whose name was 


prophetic regarding the  coming judgment.  The statement "My Spirit shall not 


strive with man forever" indicates there is a point of no return when one is 


rejecting God. When God's Spirit no longer strives with man, there is no remedy 


for deliverance as no one can come to the Father without Him:  1 Corinthians 


12:3.)

C.
There were giants on the earth in those days.  (The word "giants" as used her 


refers to "apostates from the true faith, men of violence, strong and robust in 


body, leaders of others".)


1.
Afterward,  the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore 


children to them. 


2.
Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. 


D.
Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 


every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.   (Note the 


description: Wickedness was great, every intent and thought was evil--



continually.  All they did was evil and they continually thought about it and did 


it! They became more sinful and more blatant and bold in their sins.)

E.
And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and was grieved 


in His heart.   (The word "grieved" means to lament. God is wearied by mankind's 

sin:  Isaiah 43:24.)

F.
So the Lord said: "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 


earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I 


have made them." 


(The Bible states that as conditions were in the times of Noah, so shall they be 


at the coming of the Lord:  Matthew 24:37.  These included an exploding 



population; sexual perversion; increased demonic activity; continual evil in the 


hearts of people; and widespread violence and corruption:  Genesis 6.  The Lord 


will once again judge the earth, but by fire rather than a flood:  2 Peter 3:1-7.)  

II.
Noah pleases God.  (8-10)


A.
But Noah found grace (divine favor, the goodness of God extended to undeserving 

man) in the eyes of the Lord.  (This is the first time the word "grace" is used in the 

Bible.  Study further on grace in Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 15:11; Romans 3:24; 


Titus 2:11; and 3:5-7.)  


B.
Noah was a just man.  (The Bible depicts Noah as an example of righteousness:  


Ezekiel 14:14.  He was a preacher of righteousness: 2 Peter 2:5.  He offered 


salvation that was rejected by the world:  Hebrews 11:7.)

C.
He was perfect in his generations.   (To be perfect or blameless does not mean 


sinless because all have sinned.  It means having integrity, to be whole and 


unblemished.  See Philippians 2:15; Colossians 1:22-23; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 

and 5:23.)

D.
Noah walked with God.  

E.
And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


(Since all others on earth perished in the flood, every person is a descendant of 


either Shem, Ham, or Japheth.)

III.
The condition of the earth.  (11-12)

So God looked upon the earth and it: 

A.
Was corrupt before God.


B.
Was filled with violence. 

C.
Was corrupt because all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 
IV.
The judgment to come.  (13)


And God said to Noah:


A.
The end of all flesh has come before Me.


B.
The earth is filled with violence through them.


C.
Behold, I will destroy them with the earth.


(God was going to destroy the earth because it was filled with violence and 


corruption.)

V.
Instructions for the ark.  (14-16)

(See also Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20)


God told Noah:


A.
Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.  (Gopher wood is almost indestructible.)


1.
Make rooms in the ark.



2.
Cover it inside and outside with pitch.   (The word for "pitch" is the same 



word for "atonement" in Hebrew.  It means "to cover". The pitch is a type 



of Christ whose blood seals and protects believers from judgment for sin.)

B.
And this is how you shall make it: 


1.
The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, 



and its height thirty cubits.   (The ark was 75 feet wide and 450 feet long--



similar to a modern ocean liner.  It was three stories high and was 




designed for flotation, not for navigation.  A cubit equals approximately 



18 inches.)



2.
You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit 



from above.



3.
Set the door of the ark in its side.   (There was only one door in the ark, 



symbolic of only one way to salvation: The Lord Jesus Christ.  See 




John 10:9; 14:6; and Acts 4:12.)


4.
You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.  
VI.
Judgment and redemption.  (17-18)


A.
And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under 


heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall 


die.

B.
But I will establish My covenant with you and you shall go into the ark--you, your 

sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.   (This is the first time that the 


word "covenant" is used in the Bible, although it is not the first covenant.  God 


had established the Adamic covenant by promising a Messiah: Genesis 3:15.)
VII.
Preservation and provision. (19-21)


A.
And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, 

to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.   (Just prior to 


entering the ark 120 years later, God said to
bring seven of clean animals so there 

would be sufficient for sacrifice.)

B.
Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping 


thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them 


alive.  (Note that the animals would come to Noah, perhaps by a unique migratory 

instinct God placed in them.  God doesn't have a problem getting animals to do 


His will--unlike mankind:  Isaiah 1:3.  It is also possible that God caused the 


animals to hibernate during the time they were in the ark.) 

C.
And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten.



1.
You shall gather it to yourself.



2.
It shall be food for you and for them. 

VIII.
Thus Noah did according to all that God commanded him. (22)
(Noah had no model to follow, as he had never seen an ark and he had no knowledge of rain or floods.  It had never rained before, so most likely Noah faced ridicule while completing this project.  But he did not spend time arguing with scoffers. We are called to preach and teach the Word of God, not debate the scoffers.) 

Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
Using outline point I and verses 1-7, answer the following questions.



-What sin is described in verse 1?



-Using the note following outline point I, discuss the two views of the meaning of 


the reference to sons of God marrying the daughters of men.



-What declaration did the Lord make regarding man's life span?  Use the note 


following I B to explain this.



-To what does the word "giants" refer in this passage?



-What did God note regarding the conduct and the intents of the heart of 



mankind?



-What was the Lord grieved about and why did He sorrow?



-What does the word "grieved" mean as used in this passage?



-What did God decide that He would destroy?



-Summarize the outline note following point I F.



-What does verse 6 reveal about God in light of 1 Samuel 15:28-29 and 35? 

2.
Using verses 8-10 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who found grace in God's sight?



-What does the word "grace" mean in this passage?



-What do you learn about grace in:




Ephesians 2:8-9



Acts 15:11



Romans 3:24



Titus 2:11; and 3:5-7  



-How does this passage describe Noah?



-What do you learn about Noah in the following passages?




Ezekiel 14:14



2 Peter 2:5



Hebrews 11:7


-What were the names of Noah's sons?

3.
According to verses 11-12, what was the condition of the earth at that time?

4.
What did God tell Noah as recorded in verse 13?

5.
Using verses 14-16 and outline point V, answer the following questions.


-Of what kind of wood was the ark to be made?



-With what was the ark to be covered both inside and out?



-What is another word for "pitch" in Hebrew and what does it mean?  What is the 


symbolism?



-What was the length, width, and height of the ark?



-How many windows were included? 



-How many doors were included and what did this symbolize?  See also John 


10:9; 14:6; and Acts 4:12.



-How many decks was the ark to have?

6.
Summarize the statements made by God as recorded in verses 17-18.

7.
According to verse 18, with whom was God establishing His covenant?

8.
Using verses 19-21 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-How many of each living thing was Noah to bring into the ark?



-According to outline note  following point V B, what may have caused the 


animals to come to Noah?



-What else was Noah to take into the ark with him?

9.
What is the final statement in verse 22?

10.
According to the closing outline note, why is it possible that Noah faced ridicule while 
completing this project?
11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 7

1 And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.

2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female.

3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.

4 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.

5 And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him.

6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.

7 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.

8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth,

9 There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah.

10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;

14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.

16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the Lord shut him in.

17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.

18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.

20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:

22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.

23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.

24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.

 Outline 7:
(Entering the ark; the flood comes.)

I.
Entering the ark.  (1-9)



A.
Then the Lord said to Noah:



1.
Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that 



you are righteous before Me in this generation.   (God invites people 



repeatedly to come into the "ark of salvation":  Isaiah 1:18; 55:1; 




Matthew 11:28;22:4; Luke 14:17.  The final appeal in the Bible is to 



come:  Revelation 22:17.)


2.
You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his 



female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female;  also 



seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive 



on the face of all the earth.  (Noah was commanded to take seven of the 



clean animals so that he would have some for the blood sacrifice after the 



flood.) 


3.
For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and 



forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things 



that I have made.  (It was possible that for seven more days people could 



have entered the ark and been saved.  It was only after this time passed 



that the Lord shut the door and the rains began.  Someday the door to 



salvation will be shut by God and judgment will be poured out on the lost. 



God kept the door open right up until the end, but when judgment came it 



was too late.  The door was shut.)

B.
And Noah did according to all that the Lord commanded him. 


1.
Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 



2.
So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives went into the ark 



because of the waters of the flood.  (As believers, we must separate 



ourselves from the world.  We are to be in the world, but not of the world.)


3.
Of clean animals, of unclean animals, of birds, and of everything that 



creeps on the earth--two-by-two they went into the ark to Noah, male 



and female, as God had commanded Noah. 

II.
The flood arrives.  (10-16)

A.
And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth. 
B.
In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day 


of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and 


the windows of heaven were opened.  And the rain was on the earth forty days and 

forty nights.  (The world had never seen rain to this point.  There was also the 


release of a deluge from the waters gathered below the firmament at the time of 


creation; all of the oceans, streams, seas, etc.  Gigantic tidal waves!  Note that 


Noah was 600 years old when he entered the ark and he had spent 120 of those 


years building the ark. This means he was 480 years old when God first told him 


to prepare.  As he worked on the ark, he no doubt preached for those 120 years to 

try to persuade men to escape the coming judgment.  Now the promised judgment 


comes on earth and Noah is safe inside the ark.  Believers will be safe from 


judgment inside the "ark" of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 


C.
On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and 



Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark--they and 


every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that 


creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind and of every 



sort. 

D.
And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath 


of life. 

E.
So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 



commanded him.


F.
And the Lord shut him in. 

III.
The duration of the flood.  (17-24) 

A.
Now the flood was on the earth forty days. 


(The number 40 is used in the Bible to symbolize a period of difficulty that ends in 

victory and triumph over evil.  Study the following examples:  Numbers 14:33; 


13:25; Exodus 24:18; 1 Kings 19:8; Jonah 3:4; Matthew 4:2; Acts 1:3.)

B.
The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.

C.
The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about 


on the surface of the waters. 

D.
And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the 


whole heaven were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits (twenty feet) 


above the mountains and they were covered.   (The highest mountain on earth is 


Mt. Everest at 29,029 feet above sea level.)

E.
And all flesh died that moved on the earth: Birds, cattle, beasts, every creeping 


thing that creeps on the earth, and every man.   (One can assume that the 



sea creatures lived, as it refers only to land animals and mankind and the sea 


creatures would be able to swim.)

F.
All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry 


land, died. 

G.
So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: 


1.
Man, cattle, creeping things, and birds of the air. 


2.
They were all destroyed from the earth. 

H.
Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive.  

I.
And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days. 

Facts about the flood:
-Rain fall: 40 days and nights.

-The source of the flood: Fountains of deep, windows of heaven. 

See also 2 Kings 7:19 and Malachi 3:10.

-The depth:  15 cubits: 22 1/2 feet above highest mountain.

-Water on the earth: 150 days. 
-Total time in the ark: 377 days.
-Total destruction except for the ark.

The ark as type of salvation through Jesus Christ:

-We are saved by faith--believing what God said.

-We are saved by obedience--doing what God said.

-We are saved by entering in one door--Jesus Christ.

-There is room for all.

-God invites everyone to come.
-God shuts the door before  judgment begins.
-Once the door is shut, we cannot open it.
(The flood also symbolizes future judgment on earth:  Jesus and Peter both used the flood to illustrate events that will occur in the world at the time of the return of Christ. See Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; and 2 Peter 3:3-7.)
Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What command did God give in verse 1?



-Who was to come into the ark with Noah?



-Why was Noah spared?



-Apply this invitation spiritually using Isaiah 1:18; 55:1; Matthew 11:28;22:4; and 

Luke 14:17.  



-How many clean animals of each species was Noah to take with him into the ark?



-How many unclean animals of each species was Noah to take with him into the 


ark?



-Why did Noah take more clean than unclean animals into the ark?  



-How many days was it before the rain started?



-What was a possible reason for the delay?



-For how many days did it rain?



-How old was Noah when the flood came on the earth?

2.
Using verses 10-16 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Describe the deluge that occurred when the rain and floods came.



-Who entered the ark in obedience to God's instructions?



-Who shut the door to the ark?  

3.
Using verses 17-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.


-For how many days did the flood continue?



-How deep were the waters?



-What/who died in the flood?



-Who were the only ones that survived?


-For how many days did the waters prevail on the earth?
4.
Using the closing outline notes, summarize the facts about the flood.

5.
Using the closing outline notes, explain how the ark is a type of salvation through Christ.

6.
Using the following verses, explain what else the flood symbolized:



-Matthew 24:37-39


-Luke 17:26-27


-2 Peter 3:3-7

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 8

1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;

2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;

3 And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.

4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.

5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

6 And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made:

7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth.

8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground;

9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.

10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;

11 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth.

12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.

13 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.

14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.

15 And God spake unto Noah, saying,

16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.

17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.

18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him:

19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.

20 And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.

22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.

Outline 8:
(The flood concludes.) 

I.
The waters cease.  (1-5) 


A.
Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were 

with him in the ark. 
(This does not mean God had forgotten him.  It means to 


pay attention, fulfill a promise, or act on behalf of someone.  Note in the following 

verses that God moved the elements in Noah's behalf.  God will also do 



whatever necessary to act in your behalf, as He "remembers" you and your 


circumstances as well.)

B.
And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. 

C.
The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the 


rain from heaven was restrained.

D.
And the waters receded continually from the earth. 

E.
At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased and then the ark 


rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains 


of Ararat.  (Mt. Ararat is 16,916 feet high.)

F.
The waters decreased continually until the tenth month and in the tenth month, on 


the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 

II.
The waters recede.  (6-12)

A.
So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the 


ark which he had made. 

B.
Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up 

from the earth.  (Ravens feed on carrion--flesh of dead bodies.)

C.
He also sent out a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the 


ground.  (Doves stay closer to the ground than most other birds.)  


1.
But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she 



returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole 



earth. 
So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to 



himself. 



2.
And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from 


the ark. 



a.
Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly 




plucked olive leaf was in her mouth.




b.
And Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. 


3.
So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not 



return again to him anymore. 


(The raven is symbolic of the old nature of man.  It found a feast of dead carcasses and 
remained in the world.  The dove is symbolic of the new nature of redeemed man.  She 
found no rest in the world.)

III.
The ground is dry. (13-14)

A.
And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first 


day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth.


B.
Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the 


ground was dry. 

C.
And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was 


dried. 

IV.
Exiting the ark.  (15-19)

A.
Then God spoke to Noah, saying:



1.
Go out of the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your sons' wives with 



you. 


2.
Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: Birds 



and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they 



may abound, and be fruitful, and multiply on the earth.

B.
So Noah went out, his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives with him plus 



every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, 


according to their families, went out of the ark. 


(It was a different earth than before the flood.  There was debris everywhere, 


uprooted trees and vegetation, carcasses of animals, and bodies of people.   As 


they left the ark they saw the stark reality of how terrible sin is and the results 


of God's judgment.)

V.
A covenant with creation.  (20-22)

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every 


clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  

A.
And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma.   (The first thing Noah did was to build 


an altar and offer a burnt offering to God.)

B.
Then the Lord said in His heart that there would be:



1.
No additional curses on the ground:  I will never again curse the ground 



for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 



youth (man has a basic sin nature).



2.
No more universal floods:  I will never again destroy every living thing as 



I have done. 



3.
No interruption of the cycles of nature:    God promised that while the 



earth remains, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, 



and day and night shall not cease.  (These continuing cycles of seasons are 


evidences that 
God is keeping His promises.)
(Note that these promises are guaranteed for as long as the earth remains.  Eventually, fire will destroy the elements and God will create a new heaven and earth populated with those who belong to Him (2 Peter 3:3-13; Revelation 21:1.)

Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What does it mean when it says "God remembered Noah"?




-What passed over the earth to make the waters subside?




-What elements were restrained so that the waters could recede?



-At the end of how many days did the ark finally rest on the earth?




-Where did the ark come to rest?




-When were the tops of the mountains finally visible?

2.
Using verses 6-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-How many days passed before Noah opened the window in the ark?




-What type of bird did Noah send out first?  Did it return?  




-What type of bird did Noah send out next?  Did it return?




-How many days passed before Noah sent out a bird again?  Did it return this 


time?




-Of what is a raven symbolic?




-Of what is a dove symbolic?


3.
Using verses 13-14 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-When were the waters dried up from the earth?




-What did Noah see when he removed the covering of the ark?


4.
Using verses 15-19 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What command did God give Noah?




-What was Noah to bring with him when he left the ark?




-What did the earth probably look like when they came out of the ark?


5.
Using verses 20-22 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-What did Noah build?




-What did Noah offer to the Lord?




-Describe the three promises of God's covenant with creation.


6.
Using the final outline note in the chapter, explain what will eventually happen to 
the 
earth.


7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 9

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.

4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.

5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.

6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.

7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein.

8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;

10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.

11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.

12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:

15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.

18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan.

19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.

20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:

21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without.

23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness.

24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him.

25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.

26 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.

27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.

28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.

29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.

Outline 9:

(God's covenant; Noah's sin; Canaan's sin; life after the flood.)

I.
God's blessing on and covenant with Noah.  (1-17) 

A.
So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them:


1.
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth.   


2.
And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the 



earth, on every bird of the air, on all that moves on the earth, and on all the 


fish of the sea. They are given into your hand. 


3.
Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all 



things, even as the green herbs. 


4.
But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 



a.
Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning.




b.
From the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of 



man. 



c.
From the hand of every man's brother I will require the life of man. 




d.
Whoever sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: For in 



the image of God He made man. 


(In the original creation, green plants were given to mankind for food.  Now, after 

the flood, living creatures are given for food with the condition that the blood not 


be eaten with the flesh.  The blood is the essence of life and symbolic of the shed 


blood of Christ for the remission of sins.  Hence, it is considered sacred.  The 


pagan nations ate blood on a regular basis, often as part of worship of false gods 


and in the belief that doing so resulted in supernatural power.  The prohibition 


against eating blood set Israel apart from these ungodly nations.  It is possible 


that the option of eating meat was granted because the earth would not provide 


as abundantly as before the curse and/or because the cursed environment would 


experience natural disasters that would limit the vegetation/crops.)


5.
And as for you:




a.
Be fruitful.




b.
Multiply.




c.
Bring forth abundantly in the earth and multiply in it. 


B.
God's covenant:  Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying: 


1.
And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you, with your 



descendants after you,  and with every living creature that is with you: The 


birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that go out of 



the ark, every beast of the earth.


2.
Thus I establish My covenant with you: 



a.
Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood.




b.
Never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth. 



(There have been major floods--such as that caused by hurricanes Katrina 


and Harvey in the United States--but never one to cover the whole earth.)


C.
And God said: This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and 


you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:


1.
I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant 



between Me and the earth.


2.
It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be 



seen in the cloud:




a.
And I will remember My covenant which is between Me 





and you and every living creature of all flesh.




b.
The waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.


3.
The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the 



everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh 



that is on the earth.  (The covenant is universal, hence the emblem of the 



covenant is universally recognized.  A rainbow appears in all nations.    



Unfortunately, sinful mankind has desecrated  this sacred sign by using its 


colors in a flag symbolizing sexual deviancy.)


4.
And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have 



established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

(A covenant is a visible reminder of a pledge or commitment.  Circumcision would 
become the sign of the covenant with Abraham:  Genesis17:11;  The Sabbath would 
become the sign of the covenant with Israel: Exodus 31:16-17. Here, the rainbow is the 
sign of the covenant with Noah and all those who would live after him. Noah saw the 
rainbow after the storm.  Ezekiel saw the rainbow in the midst of the storm:  Ezekiel 1:28. 
John saw the rainbow before the storm of judgment:  Revelation 4:3. Spiritually, there is 
a rainbow before the storms of life, during them, and after them.  Note that God alone 
established the Noahic covenant as reflected in the text where "I" is used in verses 
9,11,12,15, and 17.  The covenant was with Noah, his sons, and their descendents--which 
spiritually includes all true believers.  Its terms included the regulation of the seasons; 
the mission of man to repopulate the earth; the supremacy of man to rule it; the provision 
of food for mankind; and the establishment of human government.)
II.
Noah's sons.  (18-19) 


A.
Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


And Ham was the father of Canaan. 

B.
These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated. 
III.
Noah's transgression/Ham and Canaan's sin.  (20-24)

A.
And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 

B.
Then he drank of the wine, was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.


(This is a sad contrast to his earlier walk with God in righteousness:  Genesis 6:9. 

 This is the first incident of drunkenness in the Bible.  It demonstrates that no 


matter 
how righteous a person is, they are not beyond sin.  That is why we must 


watch and pray and seek the Lord continually:  1 Chronicles 16:11; Matthew 


26:41.)


C.
And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two 


brothers outside.  (Instead of covering his father's nakedness, apparently Ham 


told his brothers about it in a disrespectful manner.  He may have even suggested 


they go take a look for themselves. The Hebrew wording is that "he told with 


delight" the condition of his father.  The word "saw" as used here indicates he 


saw with pleasure and joy--to gaze upon intently.  The Bible does not reveal 


Canaan's role in this incident, but the curse was put on him so he must have been 


involved.)

D.
But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went 


backward and covered the nakedness of their father.  Their faces were turned 


away, and they did not see their father's nakedness. 
IV.
Canaan is cursed/Shem is blessed.  (24-27)

So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 


Then he spoke prophetically regarding the three sons and branches of humanity:

A.
Canaan:  Cursed be Canaan:  A servant of servants He shall be to his brethren. 


(Ham had no doubt broadcast his father's condition rather than covering it.  Noah 

curses Ham's son, Canaan, to whom wickedness was obviously passed down by 


his father as Canaanite cults and sexual perversion resulted from his 



genealogical line.  Canaan was predicted to be the father of an enslaved people 


and  a servant to servants which is the lowest rung of society.)

B.
Shem:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem.  (Shem was to be the father of a 


people 
whose God is one of blessing.  He would rule over Canaan.)


C.
Japeth:  May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem, and 


may Canaan be his servant.  (Japeth's territory would be enlarged by God; he 


would share in the spiritual blessings of Shem;  and he would rule over Canaan.) 

V.
Noah's life after the flood.  (28-29)


A.
And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 

B.
So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years and he died. 

Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
Using verses 1-17 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-What commands did God give to Noah and his sons?




-What would be mankind's relationship with the creatures of the earth?




-What was given to Noah and his family for food?




-What prohibition is given regarding blood and why is it given?




-Summarize the terms of God's covenant.





-What is a covenant?





-Who was included in this covenant?





-What promises did God make?





-What sign did God give as a token of this covenant?





-What did God promise to remember when He looked upon this sign?


2.
Using verses 18-19  and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What were the names of Noah's sons?




-From whom was the whole earth repopulated?


3.
Using verses 20-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Summarize Noah's sin.  



-What does this regression in Noah's life demonstrate?  (outline point III B)




-What did Ham see and what did he do after witnessing this?




-What did Shem and Japheth do?


4.
Using verses  24-27 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What did Noah discover when he awoke from his drunken stupor?  




-Who did Noah curse, why, and what specifically was the curse?




-What did Noah say regarding Shem?




-What did Noah say regarding Japeth?


5.
Using verses 28-29 and outline point V answer the following questions.




-How many years did Noah live after the flood?




-How old was Noah when he died?

6.
This chapter contains the first mention of drunkenness in the Bible.  Look up each of the 
following verses and record what the Bible teaches regarding drunkenness.




-Isaiah 5:11




-Isaiah 28:7




-Habakkuk 2:15-16




-Hosea 4:11




-Proverbs 20:1




-Proverbs 21:17




-Proverbs 23:29-35




-Luke 21:34




-Romans 13:13



-Galatians 5:21



-Ephesians 5:16-18




-1 Thessalonians 5:5-8



-1 Corinthians 6:10

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 10

1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.

2 The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.

3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.

4 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.

5 By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.

6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.

7 And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.

8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.

9 He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.

10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,

12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.

13 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,

14 And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim.

15 And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth,

16 And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite,

17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,

18 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the Canaanites spread abroad.

19 And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha.

20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.

21 Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even to him were children born.

22 The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram.

23 And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash.

24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber.

25 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.

26 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazar-maveth, and Jerah,

27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,

28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba,

29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan.

30 And their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar a mount of the east.

31 These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, after their nations.

32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.

Outline 10:

(Repopulation after the flood.  Nations that descended from Noah.  See 1 Chronicles 1:5-27.)

Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to them after the flood.   (This table of nations reveals that all people are genealogically related to these survivors of the flood.  The chapter shows how the human race repopulated the earth, how nations were born, and the founding of the secular city of Babylon.) 
I.
The genealogy of Japheth.  (1-5)


A.
The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 


Tiras. 

B.
The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 

C.
The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.   

D.
From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were separated into their lands, 


everyone according to his language, according to their families, into their nations. 


(This is the first mention of the word "Gentiles" in the Bible which came to mean 


all nations other than Israel.)

II.
The geneaology of Ham.  (6-20)


A.
The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 

B.
The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah.


C.
The sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. 


D.
Cush also was the father of Nimrod who began to be a mighty one on the earth. 


1.
He was a mighty hunter before the Lord.



2.
Therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord."



(The word "hunter" as used  here can also mean to hunt people in order to 


enslave them.  The word "mighty" means a tyrant.  The Jewish historian, 



Josephus, indicated that Nimrod drew people away from God by 




encouraging them to put their trust and security in the government.  He 



built the first worldwide empire and became the first dictator in history:  



Verses 10-12) 


3.
And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh 



in the land of Shinar.  (Nimrod founded the first kingdom--a state in which 


someone rules a group of unrelated people.  This was in direct violation of 


God's command to scatter and multiply throughout the world.)


4.
From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah,  



and Resen between Nineveh and Calah--that is the principal city. 


E.
Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,  Pathrusim, and 



Casluhim--from whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim. 


F.
Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and Heth; the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the 


Girgashite;  the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite;  the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and 


the Hamathite. 


1.
Afterward the families of the Canaanites were dispersed. 


2.
And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, 



as far as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and 



Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 

G.
These were the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their 


languages, in their lands and in their nations. 

III.
The geneaology of Shem.  (21-31)

A.
And children were born also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber and the 

brother of Japheth the elder. The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, 


Lud, and Aram. 

B.
The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.   

C.
Arphaxad begot Salah, and Salah begot Eber. 

D.
To Eber were born two sons: 


1.
The name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided.



2.
And his brother's name was Joktan. 

E.
Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,  


Obal, Abimael, Sheba,  Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of 


Joktan. 

F.
And their dwelling place was from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the mountain 


of the east. 

G.
These were the sons of Shem, according to their families, according to their 


languages, in their lands, according to their nations.   (The division of languages 


occurred at Babel, the story of which is recorded in Genesis 11.) 
IV.
Families become nations.  (32)


A.
These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in 


their nations.


B.
From these, the nations were divided on the earth after the flood. 



(How did different nations come from one family line?  Geneticists have 



confirmed that skin color can change over a few generations depending on the 


environment.  Language, which was confused at Babel in chapter 11, results in 


separation into people groups.  Different cultures and traditions eventually 


develop when people are separated by language and geography over the years.)
Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
Using the opening note, summarize what this chapter concerns.


2.
How does this chapter show the genealogical connection between all mankind?

3.
Whose genealogy is given in verses 1-5?

4.
Whose genealogy is given in verses 6-20?


5.
What do you learn about Nimrod in verses 8-12?

6.
Whose genealogy is given in verses 21-31?


7.
What statement in verse 32 summarizes the content of this chapter?


8.
According to the closing outline note, how did different nations develop from one family 
line?
9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 11

1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.

4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.

6 And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.

8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

10 These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood:

11 And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and begat sons and daughters.

12 And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat Salah:

13 And Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters.

14 And Salah lived thirty years, and begat Eber:

15 And Salah lived after he begat Eber four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters.

16 And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg:

17 And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters.

18 And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu:

19 And Peleg lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and begat sons and daughters.

20 And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug:

21 And Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters.

22 And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor:

23 And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, and begat sons and daughters.

24 And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah:

25 And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters.

26 And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

27 Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot.

28 And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.

29 And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah.

30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child.

31 And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.

32 And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah died in Haran.

Outline 11:

(The tower of Babel/beginning of languages.)

I.
The Tower of Babel.  (1-9)

A.
Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 

B.
And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the 

land of Shinar (a term used for Babylon: Genesis 10:10), and they dwelt there. 


1
Then they said to one another:  "Come, let us make bricks and bake them 



thoroughly."


2.
They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 


3.
And they said:




a.
Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the 




heavens.




b.
Let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over 




the face of the whole earth. 

C.
But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had 


built.  (Since God had to go down to see the building, it was obvious that this was 


a man-made project.) 


And the Lord said:



1.
Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what 



they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld 



from them.  


2.
Come, let Us (a reference to the Trinity of God) go down there and  



confuse their language so that they may not understand one another's 



speech.

D.
So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and 


they ceased building the city. 


1.
Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord confused the 



language of all the earth.  (Babel means "confusion and the gates of the 



gods".)


2.
And from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the 



earth.   (This was what they had sought to avoid by building the city and 



tower--
being scattered.)
(This chapter reveals how God divided men into nations.  Genesis 9:18-19 and chapter 10 details the basis on which the division is made.  Chronologically, the events in chapter 11 were prior to the geographical distribution of nations in chapter 10.) 

BABEL

THE BUILDERS

God had commanded the people to scatter across the world and multiply.  In defiance, they decide to settle in Shinar, construct a great city and tower,  and make a great name for themselves.  Apparently it was Nimrod who led this rebellion, as he was the builder of the city of Babel.
The tower was likely to serve as a high place for astrological and occult practices involving the heavens. Note the repeated use of the word "us", "we",  and "ourselves". Many people are focused on "making a name for themselves" rather than doing the will of God.  Unsanctified ambition is dangerous and leads to sin.  Ambition was fundamental in Lucifer's fall.   The tower promoted their name, their works, and their religion as symbolized by the man-made steps to God.  Babel represents pride, moral corruption, rebellion, and defiance against God.  
The people were of one language, which enabled them to live and work together and to advance as a society and civilization.  Potentially, it could have drawn them together in worship and the work of God, but their powerful unity was perverted to promote disobedience.

THEIR SINS

Their actions were sinful.  They demonstrated:

1.  Rebellion:  They undertook building an empire apart from God. They sought security and unity from a worldly basis.  They rebelled against God by not scattering over the whole earth and subduing it as He had commanded  (Genesis 9:1,7).
2.  Unbelief:   They used the same material to waterproof their building as Noah did in the ark.  This demonstrated their unbelief in God's promise to never destroy the earth again by a flood.

3.  Religion instead of relationship:  They wanted a symbol of their religion, their name, and their own works.  Most people still  try to reach God by their own works, their own goodness, or manmade steps to God.  Babylon was the place where false religion was born.  
4. Wrong motives:  Normally, there is nothing wrong with building a great nation, but it should be done in order to meet the needs of the people, not to make a name for self.  In this case, the entire project was wrong because God had told them to scatter and they decided to remain where they were and build.
5.  Building on a wrong foundation:  When they built Babel, they used brick and slime.  When God builds His Jerusalem, He lays the foundations with sapphires and its borders with pleasant stones.   The people at Babel had such resolve that they built regardless of the difficulties--confirming that even dedicated people can be wrong.  There is only one foundation:  Jesus Christ.
GOD'S VISIT

God already knew about the tower because He is all-knowing, but He came down to view it for the purpose of judicial action.  He had allowed them to continue in their own ways for a season to give them time to repent--which did not happen.

The completion of this tower would in no way threaten the rule of God, but it would have made man believe that no problem is beyond a human solution.  Here, they placed their confidence in bricks and mortar and the work of their hands.  In our day, we often do likewise but we are just more sophisticated.  We trust in advanced science, integrated circuits, technology, etc.  We exhibit a self-confident independence of God.

God saw the power of their single-minded purpose, their one language, their combined capabilities, and their like imaginations. Unity is not the highest good, however. There must be no unity at cost of truth and obedience. 
DIVINE JUDGMENT
In divine judgment, God confounded their language. They could no longer communicate, hence there was no unity and the project ceased.  They had started building "lest we be scattered".  Now they were scattered across the globe--which is what God told them to do in the first place!  Man's plans will never thwart God's purposes.

The word "Babel"  means confusion. At Babel, language was confounded and the people scattered.  On the day of Pentecost, other tongues--the heavenly language--draws believers together in unity.  This may be one reason for the controversy over "tongues", even in some Christian denominations.  When we all pray together in tongues, we are united as the Spirit is making intercession through us according to God's will.
APPLICATION
Practical applications that can be drawn from the Babel account:

1.  Perversion of  their gift of unity: Are you perverting the gifts God has given you or not using them for positive purposes?

2.  Are you building your life/ministry/family on the wrong foundation--apart from God?

Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.  It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows; for so He gives His beloved sleep.  (Psalm 127:1-2)
3.  Are you trying to reach God through your own efforts?  Religion, ritual, etc. All roads do not lead to God.

4.  Are you rebelling against what you know that God has told you to do?
5.  What about your motives?  Are you wanting to make a name for yourself instead of ministering to the needs of others?  Are you building your own tower of fame, power, pleasure, and fortune?
6. Are you promoting unity at the cost of truth?

II.
Shem's descendants.  (10- 26)

(See also 1 Chronicles 1:17-27; Luke 3:34-36.)


This is the genealogy of Shem: 

A.
Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two years after the flood.  


After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot sons and 


daughters. 


B.
Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah.  After he begot Salah, 



Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 


C.
Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. After he begot Eber, Salah lived four 


hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 


D.
Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot Peleg.  After he begot Peleg, Eber lived 


four hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and daughters. 


E.
Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two 


hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters. 


F.
Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot Serug.  After he begot Serug, Reu lived two 


hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters. 


G.
Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor.  After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two 


hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. 


H.
Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah.  After he begot Terah, Nahor 


lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters. 


I.
Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

III.
Terah's descendants.  (27-30) 


This is the genealogy of Terah: 

A.
Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

B.
Haran begot Lot and then Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in 


Ur of the Chaldeans.
 
C.
Abram's wife was Sarai--who was barren and had no child.


D.
Nahor's wife was Milcah--the daughter of Haran the father of 




Milcah and the father of Iscah. 
IV.
And Terah took his son Abram; his grandson Lot, the son of Haran; and his 


daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram's wife; and they went out with them from Ur 

of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan.  (31-32)

A.
And they came to Haran and dwelt there. 

B.
So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years.


C.
And Terah died in Haran. 

(Terah is said to have taken his family to the Promised Land.  He is named first, because he was the father of the clan, but we know from Scriptures that God called Abram to leave Ur.  The point is:  Abram and the family left Ur and traveled  towards Canaan.  They stopped at Haran which means "parched and barren".  Terah--whose name means "delay" died at Haran.  Any delay in executing God's plan will be a place of dryness, barrenness, and spiritual death.  God told Abram to leave his father's house and relatives, but he took Terah along--which caused delay--and Lot and his family which resulted in many future problems.)

(The first 11 chapters of Genesis cover 2,000 years.  The remainder of Genesis covers 350 years.  In the first eleven chapters we witnessed the creation, the fall of man, the flood, and the tower of Babel.  In the latter part of this chapter, the focus changes to a specific man: Abram who was later known as Abraham.  From this man will come a nation and from that nation will come a Redeemer.  God refers to Abraham as "friend of God": James 2:23; "Your friend forever": 2 Chronicles 20:7; and "My Friend": Isaiah 41:8. ) 

Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
Using verses 1-9, outline point I, and the supplemental notes on Babel, summarize what you learn about:



-The builders.



-Their sins.




-God's visit.




-Divine judgment.



-The practical applications that may be drawn from this account.

2.
What is the subject of verses 10-26?


3.
What is the subject of verses 27-30?


4.
Using verses 31-32 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-From where did Terah and his family travel?




-Who went with Terah on this journey? 




-Where did Terah and his family settle?




-What was Terah's age at the time of his death?




-Where did Terah die?




-Summarize what you learn about Terah in the note following point IV C.


5.
Using the final outline point in this chapter, answer the following questions:



-How many years are covered by the first 11 chapters of Genesis?




-How many years are covered by the remainder of Genesis?




-Summarize the major events of the first 11 chapters of Genesis.




-From what to what does the focus of Genesis now change?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter regarding God's judgment and mercy?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Consider these 
questions which were raised in the discussion of Babel:


-Are you perverting the gifts God has given you?  Not using them for positive 


purposes?



-Are you building your life/ministry/family on the wrong foundation--apart from 


God?



-Are you trying to reach God through your own efforts?  


-Are you rebelling against what you know that God has told you to do?



-What about your motives?  Are you wanting to make a name for yourself instead 


of ministering to needs of others?  Are you building your own tower of fame, 


power, pleasure, fortune?



-Are you promoting unity at the cost of truth?

Genesis 12

1 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

4 So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.

6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.

7 And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him.

8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord.

9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.

10 And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land.

11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon:

12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive.

13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee.

14 And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair.

15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house.

16 And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels.

17 And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife.

18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife?

19 Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way.

20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.

Outline 12:
(This chapter through chapter 25:18 records the story of Abram/Abraham.  Read through this section to obtain an overview of his life prior to studying the outlines.  This chapter concerns promises to Abram and an account of his time in Egypt.)

I.
Promises to Abram.  (1-9)

(Acts 7:2-5)


A.
Now the Lord had said to Abram (while he was in Haran):



Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's house, to 



a land that I will show you.  (God did not identify the land at that time, but later 


descriptions of  the Promised Land definitely refer to Palestine. The spiritual 


Promised Land for believers refers to their heavenly home.  See Hebrews 11:8-10 


and 13:14.) 


1.
I will make you a great nation.



2.
I will bless you. 


3.
I will make your name great.  (This was fulfilled in secular history, the 



Bible, and the memory of his name which is precious to both Jewish and 



Gentile believers.)


4.
You shall be a blessing (dispensing good to others). 


5.
I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you.




(The rise and fall of nations can be tied to this promise.  For example, the 



empire of Egypt did not bless Israel but enslaved them.  They fell, never 



again to rise to such great heights.  The British Empire refused to accept 



Holocaust victims and soon lost their world-wide empire.  As long as 



America has stood with Israel, they have been blessed.)



6.
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.   (Abram would 



bless the people of the earth because from his genealogical line the Lord 



Jesus Christ would eventually come to redeem all mankind from sin.  



Abram would be the spiritual father of all who believe.)

B.
So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. 


1.
And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.


2.
Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their 



possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had 




acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan.   
(Canaan was the ancient name for the area which corresponds roughly to present-day Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Israel.  According to the Bible the land was named after a man called Canaan, the grandson of Noah: Genesis 10.  God told Abram to leave his father's house and his family because they had been affected by the idolatry and lifestyle of Ur.  But Abram took along his father Terah and Lot, his nephew, and others. Anything you bring from your old life into the new one will create problems.  Both Terah and Lot were hindrances to Abram. The unhindered walk of faith requires total separation from what God has prohibited.  See Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 6:17-18; Ephesians 5:11; James 4:4; and 1 John 2:15-16.  From this time on, Abram lived the rest of his life in tents--symbolic of the temporary nature of our sojourn on earth  as we journey to our own promised land.) 

C.
So they came to the land of Canaan. 


1.
Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the 



terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land. 



(Shechem was his first stop.  Here he received a message from the Lord 



assuring him that his descendants would possess the land.) 


2.
Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said: "To your descendants I will 



give this land." 


3.
And there he built an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.



(This sacred tree was the site of pagan worship.  Now, Abram builds an 



altar to the one true God to worship and express his gratitude.)


D.
And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent 


with Bethel (meaning house of God) on the west and Ai (meaning heap of ruins) 


on the east.  There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 


(The altar and the tent reveal two important things about Abram:  He 



worshiped God and was a pilgrim in this world.  For believers as well, this 


world is not our final destination.)


E.
So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.   

God's promises to Abram: 12:1‑3

-Abram's part:


-Get out of this country. 


-Separate from your kindred.

-Separate from your father's house.

-Go to a land I will show you.
God wanted Abram separated from locations, people, and circumstances that would hinder obedience.
-God's part:


-I will make of you a great nation.



-I will bless you.


-I will make your name great.


-I will make you a blessing.


-I will bless those who bless you, curse those who curse you.


-I will bless all the families of earth in you.
-Requirements to receive the promises: 

-Faith and obedience: Hebrews 11:8.  See also Romans 4, James.2:22‑23,
-Purposes for these promises:


-Receiving his own salvation: Romans 4:1‑3.

-Becoming the father a nation with message of God: Romans 3:1,2; 9:4.

-Becoming the father of spiritual seed: Romans 9:5.

-Bringing forth from his genealogical line a Redeemer in whom all families are blessed: 
 
 Romans  9:5; Galatians 3:16.
-Abram's response.  He: 


-Departed: verse 4.

-Went forth: verse 5.

-Passed through: verse 6.

-Removed himself: verse 8.

-Journeyed: verse 9.
(The walk of faith in this world is never the "settled for" life, rather it is the picture of a pilgrim passing through, on the move for God.  It is not "comfortable Christianity".)
(Abram reached the Promised Land, but did not yet physically possess it.  The believer's faith places him spiritually in the Promised Land although he does not yet physically possess it and--like Abram--he is a pilgrim on the earth.)

II.
Abram in Egypt.  (10-20) 


A.
Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell 


there (temporarily), for the famine was severe in the land.   (Egypt usually had an 


abundance of food because of the fertile deltas of the Nile River.  But God did not 


command Abram to go to Egypt, which in scripture is representative of the 


bondage of the world.  In times of difficulty, remain where you are until 



God tells you to move.  Abram would have never had the problem with Pharaoh 


had he not gone to Egypt.  He turned to the world instead of trusting God to meet 


his needs.)

B.
And it came to pass, when Abram was close to entering Egypt, that he said to 


Sarai his wife:



1.
Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 


2.
Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 



"This is his wife" and they will kill me, but they will let you live.


3.
Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and 


that I may live because of you.  (Abram should have trusted God instead 



of lying and deceiving Pharaoh.  Sarai was actually a half-sister--the 



daughter of his father, but not of his mother.  Abram acted selfishly, 



sinned, and placed his wife in a terrible predicament.)

C.
So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw that the woman 


was very beautiful. 


1.
The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. 


2.
And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house.   (He intended to make her 



part of his harem of women.)


3.
He treated Abram well for her sake. 


4.
He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female 



donkeys, and camels. 


D.
But the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, 


Abram's wife.   (Apparently they traced their troubles to the time of Sarai's 


arrival and then discovered the truth about her relationship to Abram.)



And Pharaoh called Abram and said:



1.
What is this you have done to me? 


2.
Why did you not tell me that she was your wife?


3.
Why did you say, "She is my sister"? 


4.
I might have taken her as my wife. 


5.
Now therefore, here is your wife.  


6.
Take her and go your way (get away from here). 

E.
So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him, and they sent him away with 


his wife and all that he had.   (Abram, the chosen man of God, leaves Egypt 


after being rebuked by a heathen king!  Despite this failure God did not go back 


on His promises to Abram because the covenant depended on Him--not Abram.  


Despite your failures, if you repent God will still fulfill His promises.) 
(You might think that what happened in Egypt wasn't all bad because Pharaoh gave Abram wealth and Sarah obtained a personal maid, Hagar:  Genesis 12:16; 13;2; 16:1.  But everything Abram received in Egypt caused him trouble later.  Because of the wealth, Abram and Lot had to separate.  Having had a taste of Egypt, Lot started comparing everything by what he had seen there and this led to his downfall.  Hagar, the Egyptian maid, brought division and sorrow into Abram's home.   If you have "gone down to Egypt" without God's guidance, return to the place where you got off course and set things right.  Also--get rid of all you obtained while you were in "Egypt".)

Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I , answer the following questions.



-List six promises God made to Abram.




-What land is promised to Abram?  What land is promised to believers? 




-For where did Abram depart after God spoke to him?




-Who did Abram take with him?




-Who should Abram have refused to take with him and why?




-Summarize what you learn about Canaan in the outline note following point I B. 



-Who occupied the land of Canaan at that time?




-Where was Abram's first stop?




-What promise did God give Abram when he arrived in the land?



-What did Abram do after receiving this promise?


2.
Using the outline notes following point I, summarize the following:




-Abram's part in the promises of God.




-God's part in fulfilling the promises.




-The requirements for receiving the promises.




-The purposes of these promises.




-Abram's response to these promises.




-Where did Abram move to next? 




-What is the meaning of Bethel and Ai?




-In which direction did Abram continue to travel?


3.
Using verses 10-20 and outline point  II, answer the following questions.




-What problem occurred that resulted in Abram going to Egypt?




-Did God command Abram to go to Egypt?  




-What did Abram tell his wife, Sarai, to do and why?




-What did the Egyptians note about Sarai when she and Abram arrived in Egypt?




-Where was Sarai taken upon arrival in Egypt?




-How was Abram treated because of Sarai?




-What judgment did God bring on Pharaoh and his house and why?




-Summarize Pharaoh's  conversation with Abram regarding Sarai.




-What did Pharaoh command Abram to do?




-What did Pharaoh command his men concerning Abram?


4.
Using the final outline note in this chapter, explain how everything Abram received in 
Egypt caused him trouble later.

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 13

1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south.

2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.

3 And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai;

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the Lord.

5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.

6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together.

7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.

8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other.

12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.

13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.

14 And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:

15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.

18 Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the Lord.

Outline 13:

(Journey to Bethel/Abram and Lot separate/camping in Haran.)
I.
Abram journeys to Bethel.  (1-4) 


A.
Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot 


with him, to the South.

B.
Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.

C.
And he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel:



1.
To the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and 



Ai.



2.
To the place of the altar which he had made there at first. 


3.
There Abram called on the name of the Lord. 


(Abram had failed spiritually while in Egypt, so  he returns to the altar.  When we 

sin, we too must return to the altar, confess our sin, and seek forgiveness and 


restoration:  1 John 1:8-9.)

II.
Lot and Abram separate.  (5-13)


A.
Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.  


1.
Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, 


for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together. 


2.
And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the 



herdsmen of Lot's livestock. 


3.
The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 


B.
So Abram said to Lot:



1.
Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my 




herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren.


2.
Is not the whole land before you? 


3.
Please separate from me. 


4.
If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, 



then I will go to the left. 


C.
And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 


everywhere--before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah--like the garden of 


the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar.   (First, Lot looked the 


wrong direction--towards worldly Sodom.  Then he traveled in the wrong way.


 No one falls suddenly.  There is a downward spiral that begins with a look and a 


step in the wrong direction.  Beware of your own ability to deceive yourself:  


Jeremiah 17:9.  It was not Lot's choice that resulted in his problems, but his heart 

condition which was demonstrated in his choices.  Decisions determine destiny.  


When a believer makes any move or major decision, they must seriously consider 


the impact on their life, their family, and their ministry.)


1.
Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. 



(Lot journeyed east, turning his back on Bethel--meaning the house of 



God--and headed towards Ai--which means ruins: Genesis 12:8.)



2.
And they separated from each other.


3.
Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain 



and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. 



(Note that Lot "chose for himself" instead of seeking God about his choice. 


 He chose on the basis of sight instead of faith.  He compromised his 



convictions in order to prosper materially.)


D.
But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the Lord.  


(Note that they were "exceedingly" wicked and sinful. Lot lived in Sodom, but he 


was not happy there: 2 Peter 2:8.  After you have experienced the things of God 


with the people of God--i.e., Lot with Abram--you will never again be satisfied to 


return to the world. The men of Sodom sinned openly before the Lord.  They did 


not even try to hide their sin.)

III.
God's promise to Abram.  (14-17)

And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him:  (Only after Abram was 
totally obedient--after Lot had separated from him--did God speak to him again.   God 
had told Abram to leave his family, but he had taken Lot along with him.  Abram had also 
gone to Egypt without the Lord's direction.    Sometimes God is silent because you have 
not obeyed what He already told you to do.  The next revelation will not come until you 
obey God's first instructions.)


A.
Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are--northward, southward, 

eastward, and westward--for all the land which you see I give to you and your 


descendants forever. 

B.
And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could 


number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.  (His 

descendants would be so many that they could not be numbered.  His natural 


descendants are Israel and his spiritual descendants are believers of all times.)

C.
Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you. 


(God wants you to explore your "land of promise"--His Word, where He has given 

you exceedingly great and precious promises:  2 Peter 1:4.)

IV.
Abram camps in Hebron.  (18)

A.
Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, 


which are in Hebron.


B.
There, he built an altar to the Lord. 



(Hebron means "communion" and Mamre means "richness".  Between the place 


of richness and communion with God is a good place to dwell!)
Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-From where did Abram depart as this chapter opens?




-What do you learn about Abram's economic status?




-To where did Abram journey next?




-What did Abram do when he arrived there?


2.
Using verses 5-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Describe the conflict that occurred between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot.




-Who dwelt in the land at that time?


-What solution did Abram propose to Lot?




-What did Lot see, where did he chose to go, and why did he make this decision?



-Using the outline note following point II C, summarize the steps that resulted in 


Lot's spiritual decline.



-Where did Abram remain?




-What do you learn about the men of Sodom?


3.
Using verses 14-17 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.




-Summarize the promises God made to Abram after he separated from Lot.




-What did God tell Abram to do in order to grasp the significance of these 



promises?

4.
Where did Abram go to dwell next and what did he do there?  (18)


5.
What do the names Hebron and Mamre mean?  Apply this spiritually.
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 14

1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;

2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar.

3 All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.

4 Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.

5 And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,

6 And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wilderness.

7 And they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.

8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five.

10 And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain.

11 And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way.

12 And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.

13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eschol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram.

14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.

15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.

16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.

17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.

18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.

22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,

23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:

24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

Outline 14:
(The first recorded war/Lot is taken captive/Abram rescues him/Abram and Melchizedek.)

I.
Lot is taken captive.  (1-13) 


A.
And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar; Arioch king of 


Ellasar; Chedorlaomer king of Elam; and Tidal king of nations--these four kings 


made war with these five kings:  Bera king of Sodom; Birsha king of Gomorrah; 


Shinab king of Admah; Shemeber king of Zeboiim; and the king of Bela--that is, 


Zoar. All these joined 
together in the Valley of Siddim--that is, the Salt Sea. 

B.
For twelve years the five kings had served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth 


year they rebelled. 


(The five city-states had been subject to the kings of four eastern city-states for 


twelve years.  Finally, they revolted against them and the four kings invaded to 


bring the five back into subjection.) 


C.
In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and 


attacked:



1.
The Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim.



2.
The Zuzim in Ham.



3.
The Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim.



4.
The Horites in their mountain of Seir as far as El Paran, which is by the 



wilderness. 

D.
Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat--that is, Kadesh, and attacked:



1.
All the country of the Amalekites.



2.
The Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar. 


E.
And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of 


Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the 


Valley of Siddim  against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, 


Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar--four kings against five. 

F.
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits and as the kings of Sodom and 


Gomorrah fled, some fell there and the remainder fled to the mountains.


1.
Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 



provisions, and went their way. 


2.
They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his 



goods, 
and departed.   (Lot was taken captive as a prisoner of war.)

G.
Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the 


terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner, and 


they were allies with Abram. 


(It is interesting that the word "Hebrew", used here for the first time, is related to 


a word that means "cross over".  The Hebrews would become known as those who 

crossed over, i.e., the Red Sea and Jordan River.  The word means "to leave one 


place and go to another or end one life and begin a new one".  Jesus crossed 


over from heaven to earth and from death to life so that we could cross over the 


gap between us and a righteous God.  When we are born again, we cross from 


death to life and from an old life into a new life.)
II.
Abram rescues Lot. (14-16)

A.
Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three 


hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went 


in pursuit as far as Dan.  (Note the characteristics of Abram's army:  They were 


born in his house; they were armed; they were obviously trained and ready; they 


were united in their purpose; and they were single-minded. These are all 



characteristics that are necessary for believers in order to have victory over the 


enemy in the spiritual world.  We must be born into the family of God; armed with 

weapons of spiritual warfare; trained and ready; united in purpose; and single-


minded.  The fact that Abram had so many servants indicates that he was quite 


wealthy.)

B.
Abram divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants 



attacked them 
and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus.   


(He made a surprise attack on the enemy.)

C.
So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his 


goods, as well as the women and the people.   (If Abram had obeyed and not 


taken Lot with him on this journey, he never would have been involved in this 


battle.  Instead of learning from this experience, Lot returns to live in Sodom.)
III.
Abram and the two kings.  (17-22) 


A.
And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh--that 


is, the King's Valley, after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and 



the kings who were with him. 



 (The kings of Salem and Sodom both met with Abram to express their gratitude 


for him defeating their common enemy.)

B.
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine.  (This was 



prophetic of the bread and wine that symbolized of Christ's death.)


1.
He was the priest of God Most High.  (Psalm 110:4 identifies the Messiah, 


Jesus Christ, as a priest after the order of Melchizedek.  Despite living in 



a pagan society, Melchizedek was a priest of God.  How did he know 



about God?  See Romans 1:21 and Hebrews 7:1-3.  Melchizedek was a 



type of Jesus Christ as his name means "king of righteousness".)


2.
And he blessed him and said:




a.
Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and 




earth.




b.
And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies 




into your hand.


3.
And he gave him a tithe of all.   (Abram gave tithes in gratitude to God 



for the victory over the enemy.)

C.
Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the goods 


for yourself."  But Abram said to the king of Sodom:



1.
I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, the Possessor of 



heaven and earth,  that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, 



and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, "I have 



made Abram rich".



2.
I will only take what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men 


who went with me: Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their portions. 


(Legally, Abram had a right to the spoils of battle but he refused them, saying 


they should go to the king of Sodom.  Morally and spiritually, Abram did not 


want to compromise with the world.  If he had accepted this "gift", then he would 


have been obligated to the king of Sodom.  Abram wanted to live by the 



blessing of God, not by the wealth of the world.)   
(These kings represented two opposite ways of life. The king of Sodom was ruler over a wicked city and is symbolic of the kingdom of Satan.  Melchizedek was a righteous king and is symbolic of God our King and His Kingdom.)
Contrasts between Abram and Lot:
-Abram lived by faith, Lot lived by sight.

-Abram was unselfish, Lot was selfish.

-Abram sought God, while Lot sought the pleasures of the world.

-Abram was spiritually-minded, Lot was worldly minded.
-Abram looked for a heavenly city, while Lot settled for a worldly city. 
-Abram was made rich, while Lot lost everything and ended up living in a cave.
-Abram became the father of those who believe, while Lot became the father of two daughters who ended up disgracing his name.
Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
Using verses 1-13 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-How many kings joined together to stage a rebellion?




-Why were these kings rebelling?




-Against whom were they rebelling?




-Summarize the battle. 




-Where was it fought?





-What was the battle strategy?




-Who was taken captive as part of this battle?




-How did Abram hear about what happened?


2.
Using verses 14-16 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-How many servants did Abram arm for the rescue mission?




-Describe Abram's battle strategy.




-What were the results of Abram's mission?


3.
Using verses 17-22 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What two kings met Abram at the Valley of Shaveh?




-Why did these kings come to meet with Abram?




-Summarize the meeting with the king of Salem. 




-Of whom is Melchizedek symbolic?




-What do you learn about Melchizedek from Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5:5-10; 6:20; 


7:1-3?



-Summarize the meeting with the king of Sodom.


4.
Using the final outline note in this chapter, explain what these two kings represent 
spiritually.
5.
Using the final outline note in this chapter, summarize the contrasts between Abram and 
Lot.  How does Psalm chapter 1 reflect the differences between these two men?
6.
What does Genesis 18 reveal about Lot's decisions after his rescue from the enemy?   

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 15

1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus?

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.

6 And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.

8 And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?

9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not.

11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away.

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him.

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.

16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.

18 In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,

20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims,

21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.

Outline 15:
(God's promises and covenant.)

I.
God's promises to Abram.  (1-6) 


(See also Hebrews 11:8-10.)


A.
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying:



("After these things" refers to the events recorded in the previous chapter.)



1.
Do not be afraid, Abram. (Fear is dissipated when you realize you are in 



the presence of the great "I Am". Whatever your fear, "I Am" is greater. )


2.
I am your shield.



3.
I am your exceedingly great reward. 




(God was Abram's protection and provision, as He is to believers.) 


B.
But Abram said:



1.
Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my 


house is Eliezer of Damascus?


2.
Look, You have given me no offspring.



3.
Indeed one born in my house is my heir!  


(The custom of the time allowed for a childless couple to adopt a servant as an 


heir.  The servant would care for them in their old age, receive their possessions 


when they died, and legally continue the family name.  Abram is telling God, 


"You have given me all these blessings, but I have no heir except for my servant, 


Eliezer!)

C.
And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your 

heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir."

D.
Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the 


stars if you are able to number them. So shall your descendants be."   (His 



descendants would be too many to number because he would be father of the 


physical seed of the nation of 
Israel and the spiritual seed of the Church:  



Galatians 3:29.  Romans 4:11 states that Abraham is the father of all who 



believe.)

E.
And Abram believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 




(This is the first use of the word "believe" in scripture.  In Hebrew it actually 


means "amen"--to affirm God's promises.  Abram believed with a firm 



conviction that God's promise was reliable.  His faith is a model for all believers: 


Romans 4: Galatians 3;Hebrews 11; James 2.)  
II.
God's covenant with Abram.  (7-21)


A.
Then God said to him, "I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the 



Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it." 


B.
And Abram said, "Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?" 


(God's answer was a sacrifice.  We inherit God's promises through the blood 


sacrifice made by Jesus Christ.) 


C.
So God said to him, "Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 


goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." 


1.
Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, 



and placed each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in 



two.


2.
And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 



away.   (The vultures represent Satanic spirits that would steal the 




covenant blessing from God's people.  Anytime God gives you a promise, 



Satan will try to steal it.)

D.
Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, 


horror and great darkness fell upon him.  (God explains this great darkness in the 


following passages.  It was symbolic of what would happen in the future to 


Abram's descendants.)

E.
Then God said to Abram: 


1.
Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not 


theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.



(Fulfilled.  See the book of Exodus.)



2.
And I will judge the nation whom they serve; afterward they shall come 



out with great possessions (Exodus 12:36).


3.
Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried 



at a good old age. 


4.
But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the 



Amorites is not yet complete.   (God gave the Amorites some 400 years to 



repent before taking their land from them as judgment.)

F.
And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there 


appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 


(The fire and smoke represented God passing between the pieces of the covenant.)


G.
On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying:



To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the 



great river, the River Euphrates--the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the 


Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 



Girgashites, and the Jebusites.   (These promises of God are so reliable that they 


were spoken of in the past tense:  "I have given this land"--even though Israel was 

not yet a nation and did not have physical possession of it at the time.)
(It was common for the parties to a covenant to take an oath to abide by their promises.  Part of this ceremony involved a blood covenant in which an animal was sacrificed, cut in half, and the two parties walked between the pieces.  Therefore the phrase "made a covenant" is actually "cut a covenant":  Jeremiah 34:18-19.  In this case however, only God passed between the pieces, indicating that the land grant to Israel did not depend upon Abram, but upon God alone.  This is symbolic of the blood of Jesus which was shed for our sins.  Jesus did it all and our salvation is not dependant on us.   All we must do is put our trust in His promises, as did faithful Abram.  See Supplemental Study 3: A biographical study of Abraham.)
Study questions on chapter 15:
1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-This chapter opens with "after these things".  To what things is this referring?




-What command did God give Abram in verse 1a?




-What promises did God make to Abram?




-What question did Abram ask God in verse 2?  What was Abram's concern and 


his greatest fear? (verse 3)



-What promise did the Lord make to Abram regarding his concerns about an heir?




-What visual symbol did God use to describe the number of Abram's descendants?




-What was Abram's response to these promises of God?


2.
Using verses 7-21 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What statement did God make in verse 7, and what promise did He repeat?



-What question did Abram ask in response?




-Summarize what God did to confirm His covenant with Abram.




-What did the vultures represent spiritually?




-What happened to Abram as the sun went down?




-Of what was the darkness symbolic?



-Using verses 13-16, summarize the prophetic word given by God regarding 


Abram's descendants.




-What supernatural sign appeared when it became dark?


3.
Using the final note in this outline, explain the common practices involved in confirming 
a covenant.  How did this covenant between God and Abram differ? 

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 16

1 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

3 And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.

4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the Lord judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.

7 And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.

10 And the angel of the Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.

11 And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction.

12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.

13 And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?

14 Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.

15 And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael.

16 And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.

Outline 16:

(Hagar and Ishmael. )
I.
Abram births a son by Hagar.  (1-4)

A.
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian 


maidservant whose name was Hagar.   (Barrenness was a great reproach in Bible 


times.)

B.
So Sarai said to Abram:



1.
See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children.


2.
Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.


(This was both legally and culturally acceptable at that time.  The child borne by 


Hagar 
would legally be Sarai's son and she would have mothering rights over 


him.  Sarai was not willing to wait for the fulfillment of God's promises.  Those 


who truly believe, will not act in haste: Isaiah 28:16.  Just because this was 


common and accepted at the time does not mean it was right for God's servant to 


agree to it. This was not God's "custom" or plan)

C.
And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai. 


1.
Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave 



her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years 



in the land of Canaan. 


2.
So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. 


3.
And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised 



in her eyes.  (She probably acted superior to Sarai because she 




could bear children and Sarai could not.)
II.
Hagar flees from Sarai's wrath.  (5-6) 


A.
Then Sarai said to Abram:



1.
My wrong be upon you! (She was blaming him for her wrong.)


2.
I gave my maid into your embrace and when she saw that she had 




conceived, I became despised in her eyes. 


3.
The Lord judge between you and me. 


(Sarai could have blamed the cultural system or blamed God for delaying His 


promise. She might have blamed herself for impatience.  Instead, she blamed her 


husband.  Difficult marital relationships usually arise out of our sin. Scorn, 


jealousy, blame--all resulted from Sarai's impatient act.)


B.
So Abram said to Sarai: "Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you 


please." 

C.
And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, Hagar fled from her presence. 
III.
The Angel of the Lord appears to Hagar.  (7-14)


(This is the first recorded visit of the Angel of the Lord to earth. The Angel of the Lord  
performed such actions as revelation, deliverance, and judgment.  The confirmation that 
He is a member of the Godhead is found in His appearance to Gideon in Judges 6:11-26 
where He is addressed as "Lord".)


A.
Now the Angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by 


the spring on the way to Shur. And He said, "Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you 


come from, and where are you going?"  (God was not asking to get information.  


God knew the answer, but He was trying to get Hagar to realize her present 


situation. These are good questions for us all to consider:  Where have you come 


from and where are you going?)


B.
She said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai." 


C.
The Angel of the Lord said to her:



1.
Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand.  (This does 



not mean that everyone should submit to abuse.  This was a unique 



situation in biblical history.)


2.
I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be 



counted for multitude.  (No ordinary angel could promise this.  This 



statement supports that this was the Angel of the Lord.)


3.
Behold, you are with child, and you shall bear a son.


4.
You shall call his name Ishmael (meaning "God hears"), because the Lord 



has heard your affliction.


5.
He shall be a wild man:




a.
His hand shall be against every man.




b.
Every man's hand shall be against him. 



c.
And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 

D.
Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-


Sees; for she said, "Have I also here seen Him who sees me?"  (When life is 


difficult, remember what Hagar learned in the wilderness: The Lord is the God 


who sees you!)


1.
Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi.  


2.
Observe: It is between Kadesh and Bered. 
IV.
Hagar births a son.  (15-16)

A.
So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram named him Ishmael. 

B.
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 

(Abraham tried to bring forth his God-given vision through self-effort by the birth of Ishmael.  He knew God wanted to make him a great nation and he thought an heir could not come through his wife, Sarah.  So he did something about it and Ishmael was born. But whose power was behind Ishmael, that of Abraham or that of God? Was the fulfillment of the vision through Ishmael man-made or God-made?

You can bring an Ishmael on the scene through your own efforts. Ishmael represents your plans and methods of trying to do God's will through natural abilities. But the heavenly vision, represented by Isaac, must be birthed by God. Who is the source of your spiritual vision?

When asked, "What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?", Jesus responded, "This is the work of God", indicating that He, Himself, was the source: John 6:28-29.  God did not want Abraham to be the source of the heavenly vision any more than He wants us to bring forth man-made or organizationally-made visions. God is the source of spiritual vision. 

Scripture has no record of God speaking again to Abraham for thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael.  Not until it was humanly impossible for Abraham to have a child did God again stir the vision within him.  By then, self-effort had died.

Despite Abram and Sarai's mistake in trying to obtain an heir on their own, their error did not abort God's plan for them.  The New Testament says that Hagar, who was a slave, is a type of the old covenant, the law that enslaves its followers: Galatians 4:21-31.  Ishmael was a child of the flesh, having been birthed by human effort.  Isaac, Abram's heir to come, is a type of the spirit having been birthed by God.)

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-What do you learn about Sarai in the opening verses of this chapter?




-Who was Sarai's maid?




-What did Sarai suggest to Abram?  Was this legal?  Was it approved by God?




-What was Abram's response to Sarai's suggestion?



-What happened after Hagar had conceived?


2.
Using verses 5-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Summarize the conversation between Abram and Sarai.




-What did Abram give Sarai permission to do?




-What did Sarai do and what was Hagar's response?


3.
Using verses 7-14 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Use the opening outline note in point III to identify the Angel of the Lord.




-To where had Hagar fled?




-What question did the Angel of the Lord ask Hagar?




-What was Hagar's response?




-What did the Angel of the Lord tell Hagar to do?




-What promise did the Angel of the Lord make to Hagar?




-What did the Angel of the Lord reveal to Hagar regarding the child she was 


carrying?




-What was the child to be named?




-What prophetic word was given regarding this child?




-What name did Hagar call the Lord?




-What was the well named where these events occurred?




-Where is this well located?

4.
What was the name of Hagar's son that was fathered by Abram? (15)


5.
How old was Abram when this son was born?  (16)
6.
Summarize the closing outline note regarding spiritual vision. 

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 17

1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.

2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.

3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,

4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.

5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.

9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.

10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.

11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.

12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.

13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.

14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.

15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.

16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.

17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!

19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.

20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.

21 But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set 
time in the next year.

22 And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.

23 And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him.

24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

26 In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his son.

27 And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.

Outline 17:
(Confirming the covenant: A name change and circumcision.)

I.
The covenant confirmed.  (1-8) 


(See also Exodus 12:43-13:2.)

A.
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 


him:



1.
I am Almighty God.  Walk before Me and be blameless.   (To walk before 



God means to live in the presence of God in continuous fellowship with 



Him.  Blameless does 
not mean without sin.  In the case of believers, we 



are blameless through the righteousness imputed to us through Christ 



Jesus.) 


2.
And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you 



exceedingly.

B.
Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 


1.
As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of 



many nations. 


2.
No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 



Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.  ("Abram" means 



"exalted father".  "Abraham" means "father of a multitude".  He was 



called this name by faith long before he had the promised child.)


3.
I will make you exceedingly fruitful, I will make nations of you, and 



kings shall come from you. 


4.
And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 




descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 



be God to you and your descendants after you. 


5.
Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you 



are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I 



will be their God. 



(God pledged a promised heir, promised descendents, and a Promised 



Land.)

II.
The sign of the covenant.  (9-14)

And God said to Abraham:

A.
As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you 


throughout their generations.

B.
This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your 



descendants after you: 


1.
Every male child among you shall be circumcised.



2.
You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be 



a sign of the covenant between Me and you.


3.
He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male 



child in your generations, he who is born in your house or bought with 



money from any foreigner who is not your descendant.


4.
He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must 


be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 



covenant. 


5.
And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of 



his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken 



My covenant.  (To be cut off from God's people means one could not 



participate in Jewish cultural, spiritual, and religious systems.)
(Circumcision stood for something much greater than the act itself.  It represented a personal relationship with God: Romans 4:9-12.  Circumcision was an outward sign of an inward change. It was to include all male children, be performed when a child was eight days old, and was to be an everlasting sign of God's covenant with Abraham and his descendants.  Later, the Sabbath would be a sign of the covenant between the nation of Israel and God.  As believers, we have experienced a spiritual circumcision:  Colossians 2:9-12 .  This makes us part of the true circumcision:  Philippians 3:1-3.)

III.
God's promise regarding Sarai, Ishmael, and Isaac.  (15-22)


A.
Then God said to Abraham:



1.
As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah  



(princess)  shall be her name. 


2.
And I will bless her and also give you a son by her.



3.
Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations.



4.
Kings of peoples shall be from her. 


B.
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart:



1.
Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? 


2.
And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?


3.
Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!   (Abraham loved Ishmael.)

C.
Then God said: 


1.
No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name 



Isaac.
I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, 



and with his descendants after him. 


2.
And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. 



a.
Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 




multiply him exceedingly. 



b.
He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. 




(Genesis 25:12-18.)



3.
But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you 



at this set time next year.


(Ishmael is a child of the flesh.  Isaac is the child of the spirit.  If you have an 


"Ishmael" in your life that you have created through your own self-effort, it must 


be surrendered to God in order for the child of promise to be born.)


D.
Then He finished talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 

IV.
Abraham circumcises his household  (23-27)


A.
So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house, all who 



were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house and 


circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day as God had told him to 


do.


B.
Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his 


foreskin. 

C.
And Ishmael, his son, was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh 

of his foreskin.


D.
That very same day Abraham was circumcised, and his son Ishmael, and all the 


men of his house whether born in the house or bought with money from a 



foreigner, were circumcised with him. 

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ON CIRCUMCISION

After God gave the powerful promises of this covenant to Abraham, He commanded that the agreement be confirmed by the shedding of blood.  Abraham was commanded to circumcise himself and all the males in his household.  This was a sign of the covenant relationship between God and Abraham and his descendants:
This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.  (Genesis 17:10-14)

During the long Journey through the wilderness, the Israelites did not practice circumcision, but it was resumed again before Israel entered the Promised Land


At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the 
children of Israel the second time. And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised 
the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. And this is the cause why Joshua did 
circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of 
war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt.  Now all the people 
that came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the wilderness by 
the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised. For the children 
of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, 
which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord: 
unto whom the Lord sware that he would not shew them the land, which the Lord sware 
unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey. And 
their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way.  And it came to pass, 
when they had done circumcising all the people, that they abode in their places in the 
camp, till they were whole. And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away 
the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto 
this day.   (Joshua 5:2-9)
Israel could not successfully confront the enemy and receive the benefits of the Abrahamic covenant without the mark of God upon their lives.

But what does circumcision represent to the believer today? As a  people called and ordained by God, desiring to walk in the provisions of the Abrahamic covenant, we must bear the marks of change upon our lives.  As New Testament believers, we no longer circumcise the flesh, but we are circumcised in heart:

In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, but in a [spiritual] circumcision [performed by] Christ by stripping off the body of the flesh (the whole corrupt, carnal nature with its passions and lusts).[Thus you were circumcised when] you were buried with Him in [your] baptism, in which you were also raised with Him [to a new life] through [your] faith in the working of God [as displayed] when He raised Him up from the dead. And you who were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh (your sensuality, your sinful carnal nature), [God] brought to life together with [Christ], having [freely] forgiven us all our transgressions, Having cancelled and blotted out and wiped away the handwriting of the note (bond) with its legal decrees and demands which was in force and stood against us (hostile to us). This [note with its regulations, decrees, and demands] He set aside and cleared completely out of our way by nailing it to [His] cross.  (Colossians 2:11-12, AMP)
Our circumcision is spiritual, of the heart instead of the flesh. But if you have been circumcised in your heart there will be external signs, just as the men of Israel had visible evidence in their flesh. You will act, talk, and live differently.  Your life–your flesh--will bear the marks of change which are the signs of your covenant relationship with God:

For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outward of the flesh: But he is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 
(Romans 2:28-29 )
This circumcision of the heart is two-fold:


-God has a part in it: “And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart...” 
(Deuteronomy 30:6).

-You have a part in it: “Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the foreskins 

of your heart...” (Jeremiah 4:4).
You cannot do your part until He does His part.  That would simply be a futile attempt at 
self-improvement.  
The Apostle Paul declared:


For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh.  (Philippians 3:3)
Our spiritual circumcision enables us to enter in--by the Spirit, not the flesh--to the covenant blessings of Abraham.  The Bible teaches that man is body, soul, and spirit.   When you accept Christ as Savior, the change is a spiritual one–you experience a spiritual rebirth (John 3:5-8). It is your spirit that is born again. 

After your new spiritual birth, your soul–which is your mind, will, and emotions–must be supernaturally changed as you live out this new life.  For years, your soul has  ruled your spirit and your flesh.  Whatever you desired, you did–whether it be drugs, alcohol,  pornography, immorality, etc.   You did not exercise control over emotions such as anger, unforgiveness, and 

bitterness.  You went where you wanted to go and did what you wanted to do.

Repetition of sinful behavior leads to more of the same, until certain actions are so entrenched in our lives that we cannot stop.  We become enslaved to habitual sin and spiritual strongholds are erected.  This is what the Apostle Paul struggled with after his conversion and described in Romans 7:15-21.

You cannot change your soulish nature on your own.   Self-effort will not rid you of

habitual sin–Paul found that out.  Addictions cannot be broken through self-effort.  You must let God supernaturally  change your soulish realm–your mind, will, and emotions.  For years, your sinful soulish nature has controlled your body and your spirit.  Now you must learn to let your redeemed spirit control your body and soul.  Let God circumcise you spiritually through the life-changing power of the Word.)
Study questions on chapter 17:
1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-How old was Abram when the Lord appeared to him again?




-What command did the Lord give to Abram?




-Summarize the promises of the covenant God made with Abram.


2.
Using verses 9-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What command did God give to Abraham in verse 9?




-What was to be the sign of God's covenant with Abram?




-Who was to participate in observing this sign of the covenant?




-What would happen to an Israeli who did not observe this sign? 




-Summarize what you learn about natural and spiritual circumcision.


3.
Using verses 15-22 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What was the new name given to Sarai and what did it mean?




-How did God say Sarai would be blessed?




-What specific promise did God give regarding an heir?




-What was Abram's response to God's prophetic promise?




-What appeal did Abram make to God regarding an heir?




-Who did God say would be Abram's heir?




-What did God promise regarding Ishmael?




-With which one of Abram's descendents would God establish the covenant?   


4.
Using verses 23-27 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What did Abraham do the same day God spoke to him?




-How old was Abraham at that time?




-How old was Ishmael when he was circumcised?



-Who else was circumcised that day?
5.
Using the final outline note, summarize what you learned about spiritual circumcision.

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 18

1 And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;

2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,

3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:

4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:

5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said.

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth.

7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.

8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.

9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.

10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.

12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my Lord being old also?

13 And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?

14 Is any thing too hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.

15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.

17 And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;

18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

20 And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lord.

23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

26 And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.

29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake.

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.

32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake.

33 And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.

Outline 18:

(Supernatural visitors/Abraham intercedes for Sodom.)

I.
Supernatural visitors.  (1-16) 


A.
Then the Lord appeared to Abraham by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was 


sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day.

B.
So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and 

when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to 


the ground.  (Two of these men were angels who were the Lord's messengers. The 


third was the Lord Himself according to verses 1,13,17,20,22,26, and 33.  Note 


that Abraham responded immediately when he saw the men--he ran to meet them.) 

C.
He said:


1.
My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your 



servant. 


2.
Please let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 



under the tree. 


3.
And I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your hearts.


4.
After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant.


D.
They said, "Do as you have said." 


E.
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, "Quickly, make ready three 


measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes." 

F.
And Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, 

and he hastened to prepare it. 

G.
So he took butter, milk, and the calf which he had prepared and set it before 


them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. 


H.
Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?"


I.
And he said, "Here, in the tent." 


J.
And the Angel of the Lord said, "I will certainly return to you according to the 


time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son."  (The Angel of the 


Lord in the Old Testament performed actions such as revelation, deliverance, and 

judgment.  The Angel Of the Lord first appeared to Hagar in Genesis 16:7-10.  


The confirmation that He is a member of the Godhead is found in His appearance 

to Gideon in Judges 6:11-26 where He is addressed as "Lord".)

K.
Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.


1.
Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age, and Sarah had 



passed the age of childbearing.   


2.
Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have grown old, 



shall I have pleasure, my Lord being old also?"   (She described herself as 



being worn out as an old garment).

L.
And the Lord said to Abraham:



1.
Why did Sarah laugh, saying, "Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?" 


2.
Is anything too hard for the Lord?   (Good question...and the answer is 



NO.  Nothing is too hard for the Lord.)


3.
At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and 


Sarah shall have a son.   (Previously, the promise was general.  Now it is 



specific.  At the appointed time, Sarah shall conceive and have a son.)

M.
But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she was afraid.


N.
And He said, "No, but you did laugh!" 


O.
Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with 


them to send them on the way. 

II.
Abraham intercedes for Sodom.  (17-33) 

(Abraham had previously saved Lot by intervention. Now he saves him by intercession.  
Sometimes you can intervene in a situation.  Other times, all you can do is intercede.  It is 
interesting that Abraham cared about the people of Sodom, considering all of the 
problems that city had caused him in relation to his nephew Lot.)


A.
And the Lord said:



1.
Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing, since Abraham shall surely 



become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be 



blessed in him? 


2.
For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his 



household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do 




righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He 



has spoken to him.  (God related to Abraham as a friend:  Isaiah 41:8; 



James 2:23; 2 Chronicles 20:7.  Note also that Abraham ordered his 



household in the ways of the Lord, in righteousness, and in justice.  We 



are Christ's friends when we follow His commands:  John 15:14-15.)


3.
Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because 



their sin is very grave,  I will go down now and see whether they have 



done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and 


if not, I will know. 


B.
Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still 


stood before the Lord.  

C.
And Abraham came near and said: Would You also destroy the righteous with the 


wicked?  (Abraham's intercession is based on the justice of God. If  you think that 

God is unjust, the problem is with you--not God.)


D.
Pleading for 50.



1.
Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy 



the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 



a.
Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous 




with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far 




be it from You! 







b.
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 



2.
So the Lord said, "If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I 



will spare all the place for their sakes." 


E.
Pleading for 45.



Then Abraham answered and said: 



1.
Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to 



speak to the Lord.




a.
Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous.




b.
Would You destroy all of the city for lack of five?



2.
So He said, "If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it." 


F.
Pleading for 40.



1.
And he spoke to Him yet again and said: Suppose there should be forty 



found there?



2.
So He said, "I will not do it for the sake of forty." 


G.
Pleading for 30.



1.
Then he said: Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty 



should be found there?



2.
So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty there." 


H.
Pleading for 20.



1.
And he said:
Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the 



Lord. Suppose twenty should be found there?



2.
So He said: "I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty." 


I.
Pleading for 10.



1.
Then he said: Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more.




Suppose ten should be found there?



2.
And He said, "I will not destroy it for the sake of ten." 

(Keys to effective intercession:



-Understand God's purposes: 17-19



-Feel God's pain over wickedness:  20-21



-Come into God's presence: 22-26



-Persevere in your requests: 30-33)

III.
So the Lord went His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; 


and Abraham returned to his place.  (34)

(The city was not spared, which indicates there was not even ten righteous people.  God 
did spare Lot and part of his family in response to Abraham's intercession.) 
Study questions on chapter 18:
1.
Using verses 1-16 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Where was Abraham when the events recorded in this chapter occurred?




-What did Abraham see when he lifted his eyes?




-What was Abraham's response?




-What do you learn in outline point I B regarding these men?




-Summarize what Abraham said to his visitors.




-Summarize what Abraham did for his visitors. 




-What question did the visitors ask Abraham and what was his response?




-What did the Angel of the Lord promise Abraham?




-What do you learn about the Angel of the Lord in outline point I J?




-What was Sarah's response when she heard what the Angel of the Lord said?




-What questions did the Lord ask Abraham regarding Sarah's response and what 


promise did He reconfirm?




-What did Sarah deny and what was the Lord's response to her denial?




-To where did the men plan to go next?  


2.
Using verses 17-33 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What rhetorical question did the Lord ask in verse 17?




-What does the Lord reveal regarding His relationship with Abraham?




-What do you learn about Sodom and Gomorrah?




-For where did two of the men depart and who remained with Abraham?




-Describe Abraham's intercession for Sodom and Gomorrah.  See the keys to 


effective intercession following outline point II.


3.
Using verse 34 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What happened at the conclusion of Abram's intercession with God?  




-Was Sodom and Gomorrah spared?  What does this indicate regarding the 


number of righteous people who lived there?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 19

1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;

2 And he said, Behold now, my Lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.

3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:

5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.

6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,

7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.

8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.

9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.

10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.

11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:

13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it.

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.

15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.

16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.

18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:

19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:

20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.

21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.

22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.

24 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven;

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.

26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

27 And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the Lord:

28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.

29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.

30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.

31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth:

32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.

33 And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.

34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our Father.

35 And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.

36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.

37 And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.

38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.

Outline 19:
(Sodom's sins; Sodom is destroyed; Lot is spared; Lots' sinful descendants.)

I.
An example of Sodom's depravity.  (1-11) 


A.
Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate 

of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with 


his face toward the ground.   
(Note that only two angels came to Lot.  The Angel of the Lord, one of the three that visited Abraham, could not fellowship with Lot because of the sinful environment in which he chose to remain.  Lot had first viewed Sodom from afar.  Then he decided to live there because of the material advantages:  Genesis 13:1-11.  Next, he pitched his tent near the city:  Genesis 13:12.  This chapter reveals that he had not only moved into the city, but he actually was involved in government because he was at the gate of the city where the elders and judges who dispensed judgment sat.  Lot was a righteous man who was distressed by the gross sin of Sodom, but who chose to stay there and make a material profit rather than leave:  2 Peter 2:7-8.  His compromises  robbed him of influence with the men of Sodom as well as his own sons-in-law:  Genesis 19:6-9,14.  Had Lot gone to Sodom at the direction of the Lord, he would have fulfilled divine purposes as Daniel did in Babylon and Esther in Persia.  The results in Lot's case were that our last record of this man shows him destitute, drunk, living in a mountain cave, and having incestuous relations with his daughters.)


1.
And he said, "Here now, my Lords, please turn in to your servant's house 



and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on 


your way."



2.
And they said, "No, but we will spend the night in the open square." 



3.
But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. 


4.
Then he made them a feast, baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 


B.
Now before they lay down, the men of the city of Sodom--both old and 



young, all the people from every quarter--surrounded the house. And they called 


to Lot and said to him:



1.
Where are the men who came to you tonight? 


2.
Bring them out to us that we may know them (have sexual relations with 



them).



(The Bible does not refer to homosexuality as an alternate lifestyle, but as sin.  


See Leviticus 18:22-23 and Romans 1:24-27.)

 
C.
So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door behind him,  and 


said:



1.
Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly!


2.
See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man:  Please, let me 


bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish.



3.
Only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come 



under the shadow of my roof.


(Failure to protect one's visitors would have been a disgrace.  Living in a sinful 


degenerate society had obviously affected Lot's morals.  Instead of protecting his 


daughters, he offered them up to be raped rather than for him to be disgraced 


before the community by his visitors being harmed.)


D.
And they said:



1.
Stand back!


2.
This one came in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge.  (They 



considered Lot an outsider who was now trying to judge them.)


3.
Now we will deal worse with you than with them.

E.
So they pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. 


1.
But the men reached out their hands, pulled Lot into the house with 



them, and shut the door. 


2.
And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with 



blindness, both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find 



the door. 

II.
Sodom and Gomorrah is destroyed/Lot is delivered.  (12-26)

(See also Matthew 11:23,24 and Luke 17:28-32.)


A.
Then the men said to Lot:



1.
Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and 



whomever you have in the city--take them out of this place!  (Sometimes 



you need to get your family out of an ungodly place or circumstances.  



When God says "go", you must go.)


2.
For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown 



great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it. 


B.
So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-laws, who had married his daughters, 


and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city!" But to 


his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.   (They mocked him.)

C.
When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, "Arise, take 


your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the 


punishment of the city." 

D.
And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the 


hands of his two daughters, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him 


out and set him outside the city. So it came to pass, when they had brought them 


outside, that he said:



1.
Escape for your life! 


2.
Do not look behind you.



3.
Do not stay anywhere in the plain.


4.
Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed. 


(Despite the commandment of the Lord, Lot was still lingering.  God was 



merciful, and supernaturally delivered him.  Do not tarry in the place of sin.)


E.
Then Lot said to them:



1.
Please, no, my Lords!


2.
Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have 



increased your mercy which you have shown me by saving my life; but I 



cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die.


3.
See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one.



4.
Please let me escape there--is it not a little one?--and my soul shall live. 



(When forced to flee Sodom, Lot begged to stay in a neighboring city rather than 


follow God's direction and escape to the mountains.  Lot was still choosing his 


own way.  He wanted to live near the world. He asked to go to Zoar, but 



he ended up living in a cave in the mountains because he was fearful in Zoar.
F.
And he said to him:



1.
See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not 



overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 


2.
Hurry, escape there. 


3.
For I cannot do anything until you arrive there.  (This is considered by 



many theologians to be a type of the church being removed from the world 


before final judgment in the end-times.)

G.
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. The sun had risen upon the earth 


when Lot entered Zoar. 

H.
Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord 


out of the heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants 


of the cities, and what grew on the ground.   (These cities were overthrown 


because they had stood up against God in their sin and rebellion.)

I.
But Lot's wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 



(When told to get out of a place, do not linger there and do not look back.  Move 


out at God's command.  Lot's wife left Sodom physically, but her heart and desires 

were still there.  She did not obey God who said, "leave and don't look back". The 

Hebrew phrase "looked back" means that she looked back with wistful desire.)
III.
Abraham views the destruction.  (27-29)


A.
And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before 


the Lord. 

B.
Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 


plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the 


smoke of a furnace.
 
C.
And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God 



remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He 


overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.  (Lot was spared because of 



Abraham.  Who has stood in the gap and interceded in your behalf so that you 


would be spared?  For whom are you interceding?) 

IV.
Sins of the descendants of Lot.  (30-38) 


A.
Then Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in the mountains.  (The mountains are 


where God told him to go in the first place!)


1.
His two daughters were with him, for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. 


2.
And he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave.
 
B.
Now the firstborn said to the younger: Our father is old, and there is no man on 


the earth to come in to us as is the custom of all the earth. Come, let us make our 


father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of 


our father.  (They had lost everything in Sodom, but somehow managed to save the 

wine!  Perhaps this reflects their priorities?)


1.
So they made their father drink wine that night. 


2.
And the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he did not know 



when she lay down or when she arose. 


C.
It happened on the next day that the firstborn said to the younger:



Indeed I lay with my father last night; let us make him drink wine tonight also, 


and you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage of our father.


1.
Then they made their father drink wine that night also. 


2.
And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she 



lay down or when she arose. 


D.
Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father.


1.
The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab; he is the father of the 



Moabites to this day. 


2.
And the younger, she also bore a son and called his name Ben-Ammi; he is 


the father of the people of Ammon to this day. 



(Lot's daughters had been so affected by the evil culture in which they had lived, 


that they felt no guilt about what they did.  One of the saddest results of a 



rebellious life is the effects it has upon your descendants.  These sons--Lot's 


grandsons--became the leaders of the evil Moabites and the Ammonites, enemies 


of Israel in later years.) 
Study questions on chapter 19:
1.
Using verses 1-11 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Who came to Sodom?




-Where was Lot when they arrived?




-Summarize what you learn about the visitors in the  note following outline 



point I A.




-Summarize what you learn about Lot in the note following outline point I A.




-What invitation did Lot give to these visitors?




-What was the initial response of the visitors to Lot's invitation?




-What did Lot do for the visitors?




-Who surrounded Lot's house and what did they demand?




-What was Lot's appeal in response to their demands?  What does this show about 

Lot's own depravity?




-What did the men surrounding the house try to do?




-What did Lot's visitors do in response? 




-What do you learn about homosexuality in Leviticus 18:22-23 and 



Romans 1:24-27?


2.
Using verses 12-26 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What did the visitors command Lot to do?




-What did the visitors say was going to occur in that place?




-What happened when Lot delivered this message to his son-in-laws? 




-What did the visitors tell Lot to do when morning dawned?




-What did the men do when Lot lingered?




-What four commands did the visitors give to Lot?




-To where did the men direct Lot to go and to where did Lot request to flee?  Was 


his request granted?




-What was the judgment sent by the Lord on Sodom and Gomorrah?




-What happened when Lot's wife looked back to Sodom?



3.
Using verses 27-29  and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What did Abraham see when he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah the next 


morning?




-Using outline point III C, explain the reason Lot was spared.

4.
Using verses 30-39 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-To where did Lot relocate from Zoar and why?




-Summarize the sinful plan executed by Lot's two daughters.




-What were the names of the sons born to Lot's daughters?




-What do you learn about Lot's daughters in the closing outline note of this 


chapter?


5.
Read Ezekiel 16:49 and Matthew 10:1-16 and list the reasons that warranted the total 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.


6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 20

1 And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.

2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah.

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife.

4 But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation?

5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this.

6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.

7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.

8 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid.

9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done.

10 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing?

11 And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake.

12 And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife.

13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my brother.

14 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife.

15 And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee.

16 And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved.

17 So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children.

18 For the Lord had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham's wife.

Outline 20:

(Abraham and Abimelech.)

I.
Abraham deceives Abimelech.  (1-2)

A.
And Abraham journeyed from there to the South, and dwelt between Kadesh and 


Shur, and stayed in Gerar. 

B.
Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." 

C.
And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 


(Not again!  Abraham previously lied about his relationship while in Egypt, now 


he is doing it in Gerar which was located in Philistine country.  Abraham and 


Sarah admitted their sin in Egypt to Pharaoh and confessed it to God.  But they 


obviously did not forsake it, because they repeat it here again:  Proverbs 28:13.  


This time, Sarah joins in the lie.)

II.
God warns Abimelech.  (3-7).

A.
But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him: "Indeed you are 


a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man's wife." 


(God communicates with the wicked to warn them.)


B.
But Abimelech had not come near her and he said:



1.
Lord, will You slay a righteous nation also? 


2.
Did he not say to me, "She is my sister?"



3.
And she, even she herself said, "He is my brother."



4.
In the integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands I have done this. 


C.
And God said to him in a dream:



1.
Yes, I know that you did this in the integrity of your heart.   (An innocent 



wrong is still a wrong however, so God deals with it.)


2.
For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let 



you touch her.  (Note that adultery, as all sin,  is a sin against God:  



Psalm 51:4.) 


3.
Now therefore, restore the man's wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray 



for you, and you shall live.  (Abraham was a prophet in terms of forth-



telling God's will, not predicting the future.) 


4.
But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all 



who are yours. 

III.
Abimelech confronts Abraham.  (8-16)


A.
So Abimelech rose early in the morning, called all his servants, and told all these 


things in their hearing and the men were very much afraid.

B.
And Abimelech called Abraham and said to him:



1.
What have you done to us? 


2.
How have I offended you, that you have brought on me and on my 




kingdom a great sin? 


3.
You have done deeds to me that ought not to be done. 


4.
What did you have in mind, that you have done this thing? 


C.
And Abraham said:



1.
Because I thought, surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will 



kill me on account of my wife.  (Here was the problem:  Abraham was 



thinking fearful thoughts instead of thoughts of faith.  Many spiritual 



battles begin in the mind.  Abraham tries to excuse his behavior by saying 



that the fear of God wasn't in the place )


2.
But indeed she is truly my sister. She is the daughter of my father, but not 



the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. 


3.
And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's 



house, that I said to her: "This is your kindness that you should do for me: 



In every place, wherever we go, say of me, 'He is my brother'." 


D.
Then Abimelech took sheep, oxen, and male and female servants and gave them 


to Abraham. And he restored Sarah, his wife, to him. 

E.
And Abimelech said, "See, my land is before you.  Dwell where it pleases you." 

F.
Then to Sarah he said, "Behold, I have given 'your brother' (sarcasm)  a thousand 


pieces of silver; indeed this vindicates you before all who are with you and before 


everybody." Thus she was rebuked. 


(Bestowing gifts was Abimelech's way of offering sincere apologies for what was 


a terrible mistake.  Previously, Abraham had righteously rejected gifts from a 


pagan king.  Here, he is not in the position to do so because of his sin.)

IV.
Abraham prays for Abimelech's family.  (17-18)

A.
So Abraham prayed to God and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female 


servants. Then they bore children.


B.
For the Lord had closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of 


Sarah, Abraham's wife.  (A spiritual application to consider:  Can the birth of 


spiritual children be hindered by our conduct?)


(This is the first healing miracle mentioned in scripture.  Despite the fact that Abraham 

and Sarah were still childless, Abraham prayed for healing of the wombs of Abimelech's 
wife and female servants.  God's promises are true whether or not we have personally 
experienced them.  You may be called upon to pray for healing for someone while you are 
still awaiting your own healing.  The fact that God answered Abraham's prayer is 
evidence that he had confessed his sin and been forgiven, as known sin can hinder 
prayer:  Psalm 66:18-20.)
Study questions on chapter 20
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Where did Abraham journey next?




-What did Abraham claim regarding his wife?




-Who took Sarah into their harem?




-Using the outline note following point I C, what do you learn about this repeated 


sin?


2.
Using verses 3-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Who came to Abimelech in a dream?




-What accusation was made against Abimelech in the dream?




-What defense did Abimelech give?




-What was the response to Abimelech's defense?




-What was Abimelech instructed to do in order to set things right?




-What would happen if Abimelech refused to set things right?

3.
Using verses 8-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What did Abimelech do early in the morning?




-Summarize what Abimelech said to Abraham.




-Summarize Abraham's response. What sinful attitudes are apparent?




-What did Abimelech give to Abraham and what did he restore?




-Where did Abimelech tell Abraham to dwell?




-What did Abimelech give Sarah and what did he tell her? 


4.
Using verses 17-18 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-For what did Abraham pray?




-Why had Abimelech's wives been barren? 



-What happened in response to Abraham's prayer?




-Summarize what you learn about healing in the closing outline note of this 


chapter.

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 21

1 And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken.

2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.

3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.

4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him.

5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him.

6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me.

7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age.

8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned.

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.

10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.

11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son.

12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.

13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.

14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.

16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept.

17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.

18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation.

19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.

20 And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.

21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.

22 And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest:

23 Now therefore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son's son: but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast sojourned.

24 And Abraham said, I will swear.

25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away.

26 And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of it, but to day.

27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant.

28 And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves.

29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves?

30 And he said, For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me, that I have digged this well.

31 Wherefore he called that place Beer-sheba; because there they sware both of them.

32 Thus they made a covenant at Beer-sheba: then Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and they returned into the land of the Philistines.

33 And Abraham planted a grove in Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of the Lord, the everlasting God.

34 And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days.

Outline 21:
(The story of Isaac begins in this chapter and continues through chapter 26. This chapter records the birth of Isaac; Hagar and Ishmael's departure; and Abraham's covenant with Abimelech.)

I.
The birth of Isaac.  (1-7) 


(See also Hebrews 11:11.)


A.
And the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had 


spoken. 


1.
For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time 


of which God had spoken to him.   (This was a miraculous conception, 



contrary to nature.  In the natural world, both were too old to have a 



child.)


2.
And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him--whom 



Sarah bore to him--Isaac (meaning "laughter").  


3.
Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as 



God had commanded him. 

B.
Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

C.
And Sarah said:



1.
God has made me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with me.


2.
Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 


3.
For I have borne him a son in his old age. 
Isaac is a spiritual type of Christ:

-Both births were prophetically promised.


-Both births seemed impossible in the natural world.

-There was a long interval between the promise and fulfillment.

-Both were named before birth by God.

-The births were miraculous.


-Both births occurred at God's appointed time.


-Both sons were a joy to their fathers.

-Both were obedient unto death.


-Both supernaturally received their lives back.
II.
Hagar and Ishmael depart.  (8-21) 


(See also Galatians 4:21-30.)


A.
So the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the same 


day that Isaac was weaned.   (This was a time of celebration, as the infant death 


rate was high at that time.  When the baby reached this milestone it 



indicated that the child most likely would survive.)

B.
And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, 


scoffing.   (The "flesh" will always mock that which is born of the Spirit.  As a 


believer, you must make a decision to let the Spirit rule and cast out the flesh.  


You cannot be double-minded:  James 1:8. The descendants of Ishmael are still in 

conflict with those of Isaac in the Middle East today as seen in the antagonism 


expressed towards Israel. Galatians 4:29.)



Therefore she said to Abraham:



1.
Cast out this bondwoman and her son.



2.
For the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with 



Isaac.


(Galatians 4:28-29 explains that Ishmael represents the believer's first birth--the 


natural birth of the flesh.  Isaac represents the second birth, that of the Spirit.)


C.
And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham's sight because of his son 


Ishmael. 


D.
But God said to Abraham:



1.
Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of 



your bondwoman. 


2.
Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice:  For in Isaac your seed 


shall be called. 


3.
Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the bondwoman, because he is 



your seed. 


E.
So Abraham rose early in the morning,  took bread and a skin of water and-- 


putting it on her shoulder--he gave it and the boy to Hagar and sent them away. 

F.
Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba. 


1.
And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed Ishmael under one 



of the shrubs. 


2.
Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a 



bowshot; for she said to herself: "Let me not see the death of the boy." 


3.
So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept. 



4.
And God heard the voice of the lad.   (When you lay your burden down 



and stop trying to carry it on your own, then God takes note and acts in 



your behalf.)   

G.
Then the Angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her:



1.
What ails you, Hagar? 


2.
Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.


3.
Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a 



great nation. 


H.
Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled 


the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink.   (God opened her eyes to see a 


well that was already there.  Sometimes we are so distressed by our sorrow that 


we fail to realize the solution God has already provided.)

I.
So God was with the lad.  (God cared for Hagar and Ishmael.)


1.
And he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 


2.
He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran.



3.
And his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

III.
A covenant with Abimelech.  (22-32) 


A.
And it came to pass at that time that Abimelech and Phichol, the commander of 


his army, spoke to Abraham, saying:



1.
God is with you in all that you do.


2.
Now therefore, swear to me by God that you will not deal falsely with me, 



with my offspring, or with my posterity; but that according to the kindness 


that I have done to you, you will do to me and to the land in which you 



have dwelt. 


B.
And Abraham said, "I will swear." 


C.
Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech because of a well of water which Abimelech's 


servants had seized. And Abimelech said:



1.
I do not know who has done this thing.



2.
You did not tell me, nor had I heard of it until today. 

D.
So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of 


them made a covenant.  (The exchanging of animals was a custom that confirmed 


agreements.) 

E.
And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 



1.
Then Abimelech asked Abraham, "What is the meaning of these seven 



ewe lambs which you have set by themselves?" 



2.
And he said, "You will take these seven ewe lambs from my hand, that 



they may be my witness that I have dug this well." 

F.
Therefore he called that place Beersheba (well of the oath), because the two of 


them swore an oath there.  Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba. 

G.
So Abimelech rose with Phichol, the commander of his army, and they returned to 

the land of the Philistines. 

H.
Then Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there called on the name 


of the Lord, the Everlasting God. 

I.
And Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines many days. 

Study questions on chapter 21:

1.
Using the opening note, verses 1-7, and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Whose story begins in this chapter and continues through chapter 26?




-What miraculous event is recorded in the opening verse of this chapter?




-What did Abraham call his son and what was the meaning of the name?




-What did Abraham do when his son was eight days old?




-How old was Abraham when his son was born?




-What was Sarah's response to the birth of her son?


2.
Using the outline note following point I, summarize how Isaac is a spiritual type of Jesus 
Christ.


3.
Using verses 8-21 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What did Abraham do when his son was weaned?




-According to the outline notes, why was weaning a time of celebration?




-What did Sarah observe?




-What did Sarah ask Abraham to do and why?




-How did Abraham feel about Sarah's request?




-What did God tell Abraham to do and why?




-What promise did God give regarding the son of the bondwoman?




-What did Abraham do early the next morning?



-Where did Hagar go and what problem did she encounter?




-What did God hear?




-Who called to Hagar out of heaven, what question did He ask, what promise did 


He make, and what did He tell Hagar to do?




-Where did Ishmael dwell?




-What skill did Ishmael develop?




-From where did Ishmael get his wife?


4.
Using Galatians 4:21-31, explain the spiritual contrasts between Sarah and Hagar and 
Isaac and Ishmael.


5.
Using verses 22-32 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What had Abimelech noted regarding Abraham?




-What did Abimelech request of Abraham?




-What was Abraham's response to Abimelech's request?




-For what did Abraham rebuke Abimelech?




-What was Abimelech's response to Abraham's rebuke?




-What did Abraham initially give to Abimelech and for what purpose?




-What did Abraham give next to Abimelech?




-What question did Abimelech ask regarding this gift and what was Abraham's 


response?




-What was the name of this place called and what did it mean?




-To where did Abimelech return?




-What did Abraham do next? 
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 22

1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you,

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.

15 And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.

20 And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor;

21 Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,

22 And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel.

23 And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother.

24 And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah.

Outline 22:

(Abraham offers Isaac.  Blessed to be a blessing.) 
I.
God speaks to Abraham.  (1-2)
 
(See also Hebrews 11:17-19.)


A.
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 


"Abraham!"  (This was not a test to produce faith and obedience, but to reveal it.  


Tests reveal our true spiritual condition. God does not tempt His children, but He 


tests them.  Temptations come from sinful desires within, while tests and trials are 

permitted by the Lord for special purposes:  James 1:12-16.  God's instructions 


do not always make sense or seem reasonable to the natural mind:  Hebrews 


11:18-19.)


B.
And he said, "Here I am." 


C.
Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 

the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 



mountains of which I shall tell you."  (Note that God said, "Take your only son."  


Abraham had another son, Ishmael, but in God's eyes he had only one son: The 


promised son, Isaac.  Ishmael was the son produced by the flesh instead of 


waiting for God's plan.)
II.
Abraham obeys.  (3-10)


A.
So Abraham rose early in the morning: (Note that Abraham did not delay to 


follow God's directives.  He rose early.  He didn't debate.  He didn't seek 



counsel from others, because he knew God had spoken.) 


1.
He saddled his donkey.



2.
He took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son.  



3.
He split the wood for the burnt offering.



4.
He arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

B.
On the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. And 



Abraham said to his young men:



1.
Stay here with the donkey.



2.
The lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you. 


(Note the statement of faith:  "We" will come back to you.  Abraham knew that 


God was able, if necessary, to raise the child of promise from the dead:  Hebrews 


11:17-19.)


C.
So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and 


he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 


1.
But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!"



2.
And he said, "Here I am, my son."



3.
Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 



burnt offering?"


(Where is the lamb?  That is the question throughout scripture.  "Taleh" means 


lamb and from that comes the word that means "covering". The lamb is the 


covering for sin.  By faith, Abraham stated that God would provide the lamb.  


God did this once and for all when Jesus, the Lamb of God, was sacrificed for the 


sins of the world: John 1:29.)
 

4.
And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a 



burnt offering." 

D.
So the two of them went together.  


1.
Then they came to the place of which God had told him. 


2.
And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order.



3.
And he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 


4.
And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 

III.
God intervenes.  (11-14)


A.
But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, 



Abraham!" (The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament performed actions such 


as revelation,
deliverance, and judgment.  The Angel Of the Lord first appeared 


to Hagar in Genesis 16:7-10.  The confirmation that He is a member of the 


Godhead is found in His appearance to Gideon Judges 6:11-26 where He is 


addressed as "Lord".)

B.
So he said, "Here I am." 


C.
And He said:



1.
Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him.



2.
For now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 



your only son, from Me.


(God never condoned human sacrifice.  The sacrifice He requires is a living 


sacrifice of our lives in service to Him: Romans 12:1-2.)


D.
Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught 


in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for 


a burnt offering instead of his son.  (Note that it is a ram that was provided.  The 


"Lamb" would be provided centuries later in the form of the Lord Jesus Christ.  


Abraham was willing to offer his son, and because he was willing God counted it 


as if he
had done it.  Abraham passed the test of obedience.)

E.
And Abraham called the name of the place, "The-Lord-Will-Provide"; as it is said 


to this day, "In the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided." 


(Parallels with the life of Christ:



-The father offers up his son.



-The son arrives on a donkey.



-The father places the wood on his son' shoulder...in Christ's case, the cross.


-The son carries the wood to the place of sacrifice.



-The son is placed upon the wood. 


The difference is that Isaac was spared.  The Lamb of God, Jesus, was sacrificed. )

IV.
Abraham is blessed to be a blessing.  (15-19)


A.
Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven,  and 


said: By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, 


and have not withheld your son, your only son:



1.
In blessing I will bless you.



2.
In multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 




heaven
and as the sand which is on the seashore.



3.
Your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 


4.
In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have 



obeyed My voice.   (Galatians 3:16 provides the interpretation of "seed".)

(As a result of this trial of faith, Abraham received  reassurances of God's promises; and 
the revelation of a new name of God.  There are always spiritual purposes in trials of 
faith.  See Romans 4:1-3 and James 2:21. Abraham was justified by faith, and his faith 
was expressed in his works.  His descendants will be like stars and sand.  The stars 
produce light, rule the darkness, and are prophetic messengers:  Genesis 1:14-18; 
Ephesians 6:12; Joel 2:30-31; Luke 21:25-28; Acts 2:19-20. The stars represent 
Abraham's spiritual seed, the church, for he is the father of all  who believe: Romans 
4:16-17.)


B.
So Abraham returned to his young men, they arose, went together to 



Beersheba, and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 

V.
The Family of Nahor.  (20-24) 


Now it came to pass after these things that it was told Abraham, saying: Indeed 


Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor:  (News was probably brought by a 
traveling caravan.)

A.
Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, Chesed, Hazo, 


Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.



B.
And Bethuel begot Rebekah. 

C.
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother.

D.
His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and 


Maachah.   (A concubine was an inferior kind of wife, an accepted custom of the 


time.  She was subject to the authority of the principal wife and her children had 


no rights of inheritance.)
Study questions on chapter 22:

1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who spoke to Abraham?




-What instructions were given to Abraham?




-Using the outline notes in point I, distinguish between temptation and tests.




-Was this request a test or a temptation?



-Why was Isaac called Abraham's "only son" when he actually had another son?

2.
Using verses 3-10 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Summarize what Abraham did early the next day.



-For how many days did Abraham and his group travel?




-What instructions did Abraham give his servants?




-What did Abraham say that he and Isaac would do?  




-Using the outline note in point II B, explain how Abraham's statement 



demonstrated his faith. What do you learn about this in Hebrews 11:17-19?




-What did Abraham prepare when he and Isaac reached the designated point?




-What question did Isaac ask?




-What answer did Abraham give to Isaac?




-What did Abraham prepare to do to Isaac?


3.
Using verses 11-14 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Who spoke from heaven and what was the message?




-What did Abraham see caught in the thicket?




-What was offered up in place of Isaac?




-What did this symbolically reveal about what would occur centuries later?




-What did Abraham name the place and what did the name mean?


4.
Using the outline note following point III, summarize the parallels between this event and 
what occurred at the time of Christ's sacrifice. 

5.
Using verses 15-19 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who called to Abraham a second time?




-Summarize the message and promises made to Abraham.



-Using the outline note following point IV A, summarize what you learn about the 

results 
of this trial of faith.  



-According to James 2:2-24, what lesson can be drawn from Abraham's 



experience?




-Where did Abraham go following this event?


6.
Using verses 20-24 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-Who was Nahor?




-What news did Abraham receive regarding Nahor?




-How many sons were born to Najor by his wife?



-How many sons were born to Nahor by his concubine?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 23

1 And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: these were the years of the life of Sarah.

2 And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.

3 And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying,

4 I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.

5 And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him,

6 Hear us, my Lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead.

7 And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the children of Heth.

8 And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar,

9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you.

10 And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying,

11 Nay, my Lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy dead.

12 And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land.

13 And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there.

14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him,

15 My Lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore thy dead.

16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the merchant.

17 And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure 

18 Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his city.

19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan.

20 And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth.

Outline 23:

(Sarah's death and burial.)

I.
Sarah's death.  (1-2) 


A.
Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life 


of Sarah.   (According to scripture, she was an example of a godly woman:  Isaiah 

51:1-2 and 1 Peter 3:3-6.  She willingly left her home and followed Abram in his 


call from God. She is listed in the hall of faith in Hebrews 11:11.  She was called 


a princess by God:  Genesis 17:15.)

B.
So Sarah died in Kirjath Arba--that is, Hebron--in the land of Canaan.


C.
And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 

II.
Abraham requests a burial plot.  (3-4)



Then Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying:


A.
I am a foreigner and a visitor among you. 

B.
Give me property for a burial place among you, that I may bury my dead out of 


my sight. 

(In those days, a land deed was made and confirmed with the entire community.)

III.
And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him:  (5-6)


Hear us, my Lord: 

A.
You are a mighty prince among us.  (Abraham had a good reputation among the 


people.  How about your reputation?)

B.
Bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. 

C.
None of us will withhold from you his burial place, that you may bury your dead.
IV.
Abraham responds.  (7-9) 


Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the people of the land, the sons of Heth.  
And he spoke with them, saying:


A.
If it is your wish that I bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and meet with 


Ephron the son of Zohar for me, that he may give me the cave of Machpelah 


which he has, which is at the end of his field. 

B.
Let him give it to me at the full price, as property for a burial place among you. 
V.
An offer from Ephron.  (10-11)

Now Ephron dwelt among the sons of Heth.  And Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham 
in the presence of the sons of Heth, all who entered at the gate of his city, saying:


A.
No, my Lord, hear me: I give you the field and the cave that is in it.


B.
I give it to you in the presence of the sons of my people. 

C.
Bury your dead! 


(The offer to give Abraham the land was an attempt to get him to identify with the 


people 
of the land rather than maintain his identify as an alien.)

VI.
A response from Abraham.  (12-13)


Then Abraham bowed himself down before the people of the land and he spoke to 
Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying:


A.
If you will give it, please hear me. 

B.
I will give you money for the field.


C.
Take it from me and I will bury my dead there. 

VII.
Abraham purchases the plot.  (14-18)


A.
And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him:



1.
My Lord, listen to me:  The land is worth four hundred shekels of silver. 


2.
What is that between you and me? 


3.
So bury your dead.

B.
And Abraham listened to Ephron and weighed out the silver for Ephron which he 


had named in the hearing of the sons of Heth:  Four hundred shekels of silver, 


currency of the merchants. 


C.
So the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, was 


deeded to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth and before 


all who went in at the gate of his city:



1.
The field.



2.
The cave which was in it.



3.
All the trees that were in the field, which were within all the surrounding 



borders.

VIII.
Sarah is buried.  (19-20)

A.
And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 



Machpelah, before Mamre--that is, Hebron--in the land of Canaan. 

B.
So the field and the cave that is in it were deeded to Abraham by the sons of Heth 


as property for a burial place. 



(Abraham wanted to bury Sarah  here because it was the Promised Land which 


his descendants would someday inherit.  His desire to do this was a 



demonstration of his faith in God's promises.)
Study questions on chapter 23:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-How old was Sarah when she died?




-Where did Sarah die?




-What was Abraham's response to Sarah's death?


2.
Using verses 3-4  and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Before whom did Abraham stand?



-What statement did Abraham make regarding himself?




-What request did Abraham make?


3.
Using verses  5-6 and outline point III, summarize the response to Abraham's request.


4.
Using verses 7-9 and outline point IV,  summarize Abraham's response to the proposal of 
the sons of Heth.


5.
Using verses 10-11 and outline point V,  summarize the proposal made by Ephron the 
Hittite and his motive for making it.


6.
Using verses  12-13 and outline point VI, summarize Abraham's response to Ephron's 
proposal.

7.
Using verses 14-18 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.




-For how much did Abraham purchase the burial plot?




-What did the purchase price include?


8.
Using verses 19-20 and outline point VIII, answer the following questions.




-Where was Sarah buried?




-What was deeded to Abraham by the sons of Heth?




-Why did Abraham want to bury Sarah  in this location?

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 24

1 And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.

2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:

3 And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:

4 But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac.

5 And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest?

6 And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again.

7 The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.

8 And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again.

9 And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.

10 And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.

11 And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water.

12 And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham.

13 Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:

14 And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.

15 And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder.

16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.

17 And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher.

18 And she said, Drink, my Lord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.

19 And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.

20 And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels.

21 And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had made his journey prosperous or not.

22 And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold;

23 And said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in?

24 And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor.

25 She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in.

26 And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the Lord.

27 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren.

28 And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's house these things.

29 And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well.

30 And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well.

31 And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.

32 And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him.

33 And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.

34 And he said, I am Abraham's servant.

35 And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses.

36 And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath.

37 And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell:

38 But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son.

39 And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman will not follow me.

40 And he said unto me, The Lord, before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house:

41 Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath.

42 And I came this day unto the well, and said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go;

43 Behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink;

44 And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the Lord hath appointed out for my master's son.

45 And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the well, and drew water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee.

46 And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the camels drink also.

47 And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands.

48 And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son.

49 And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the Lord: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.

51 Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken.

52 And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to the earth.

53 And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things.

54 And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master.

55 And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go.

56 And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my master.

57 And they said, We will call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth.

58 And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

59 And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men.

60 And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them.

61 And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.

62 And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the south country.

63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.

64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.

65 For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.

66 And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.

67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.

Outline 24:

(Chapters 1-11 deal with four great events.  The remainder of Genesis deals with four key individuals:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  The birth of Isaac and his being offered by Abraham was previously recorded.  In this chapter, Isaac takes a bride.)

I.
Commission to a servant.  (1-9) 


A.
Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age,  and the Lord had blessed Abraham 

in all things.


B.
So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house--Eleazar--who ruled over all 


that he 
had:  "Please, put your hand under my thigh,  and I will make you swear by 

the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife 

for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell but you 


shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac."   


(Putting the hand under the thigh was similar to raising your hand in a court of 


law today. It was a custom that confirmed the truth of a promise.  In those days, 


marrying a relative was acceptable.  Abraham wanted his son to marry within 


their own ethnic group and not be wed to an ungodly Canaanite.)

C.
And the servant said to him:



1.
Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. 


2.
Must I take your son back to the land from which you came? 


D.
But Abraham said to him:



1.
Beware that you do not take my son back there.  (The lesson for us:  Never 


go back to the old life.  Remain in the Promised Land of your new birth.)


2.
The Lord God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from 



the land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, 'To 



your descendants I give this land,' He will send His angel before you, and 



you shall take a wife for my son from there.


3.
And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released 



from this oath; only do not take my son back there.

E.
So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to 


him concerning this matter. 

(The Old Testament is consistent in expressing the mandate for people to marry within 
the family of faith: Deuteronomy 7:3-4; 1 Kings 11:4; Ezra 9.  For believers, Paul 
emphasizes this in 1 Corinthians 7:39 where he indicates that both partners in a 
marriage must be committed to the Lord. A simple rule that will help you avoid marrying 
an unbeliever is this:  If you do not date an unbeliever, you will not marry an unbeliever.)  
II.
The servant seeks God's guidance.  (10-14)

A.
Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and departed, for all his master's 


goods were in his hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of 


Nahor.

B.
And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at 



evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. 

C.
Then he said:



1.
Oh Lord God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and 


show kindness to my master Abraham. 


2.
Behold, here I stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the men of 



the city are coming out to draw water. 


3.
Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, 'Please let down your 



pitcher that I may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will also give your 



camels a drink'--let her be the one You have appointed for Your servant 



Isaac. 


4.
And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master. 

III.
God reveals His choice.  (15-27)

A.
And it happened, before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was 

born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out 


with her pitcher on her shoulder.   (Rebekah was the grandniece of Isaac's father.)



1.
Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold.



2.
She was a virgin; no man had known her. 

B.
And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. And the servant 


ran to meet her and said, "Please let me drink a little water from your pitcher." 


C.
So she said, "Drink, my Lord." Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, 


and gave him a drink. 

D.
And when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will draw water for 


your camels also, until they have finished drinking." Then she quickly emptied her 

pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and drew for all his 


camels. 

E.
And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so as to know whether the Lord 


had made his journey prosperous or not. 


F.
So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a golden nose 

ring weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels 


of gold,  and said, "Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in 


your father's house for us to lodge?" 


G.
So she said to him:



1.
I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's son, whom she bore to Nahor.  


2.
We have both straw and feed enough, and room to lodge. 


H.
Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped the Lord.  And he said:



1.
Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His 


mercy and His truth toward my master. 


2.
As for me, being on the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's 



brethren.


("On the way" or "in the way" refers to walking in the way of duty and command. 
 

It is there that the Lord will guide you step-by-step).

(It was customary to offer water to a stranger, but to water the camels was above and beyond normal hospitality.  There were ten camels.  They hold 40 gallons each and they were thirsty.  That is 400 gallons of water total!  Don(t just do what is expected.  Don(t just do what your job description says or what you are expected to do.  Do what is expected, and then do more.  The attitude of many people is, "How little can I do and get by?  People want maximum rewards to for the minimum of effort.  We pray for God to prosper us, but we do just the minimum required in our jobs and ministries.  Those thirsty and mangy camels became the doorway to Rachel's destiny.  From this experience we learn:


-Don(t despise small things.


-Don(t wait for the big moments.


-Do better than your best.


-When God opens a door, walk through it.  Don't delay.)

IV.
The servant fulfills his commission.  (28-56)

A.
So the young woman ran and told her mother's household these things. 


B.
Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to the 


man by the well.   (This is the same Laban that Rebekah's son, Jacob, will live 


with later.  Note in the following verses that Laban is impressed by the material 


gifts bestowed on his sister.  This shows a bit of the man's character that is 


revealed as sinful and deceitful in his later encounter with Jacob.)


1.
So it came to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his 



sister's wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah, saying, 



"Thus the man spoke to me," that he went to the man. And there he stood 



by the camels at the well. 


2.
And he said, "Come in, oh blessed of the Lord! Why do you stand outside? 


For I have prepared the house, and a place for the camels." 



3.
Then the man came to the house. 


4.
And he unloaded the camels, and provided straw and feed for the camels, 



and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 


5.
Food was set before him to eat, but he said, "I will not eat until I have told 



about my errand."


C.
And Laban said, "Speak on." 


D.
So he said:



1.
I am Abraham's servant. The Lord has blessed my master greatly, and he 



has become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 



male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 


2.
And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master when she was old; 



and to him he has given all that he has.


3.
Now my master made me swear, saying:




a.
You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 




Canaanites, in whose land I dwell.




b.
But you shall go to my father's house and to my family, and take a 




wife for my son. 


4.
And I said to my master, "Perhaps the woman will not follow me."


5.
But he said to me:




a.
The Lord, before whom I walk (habitually), will send His angel 




with you and prosper your way.




b.
And you shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my 




father's house. 



c.
You will be clear from this oath when you arrive among my 




family; for if they will not give her to you, then you will be 





released from my oath. 


6.
And this day I came to the well and said: "Oh Lord God of my master 



Abraham, if You will now prosper the way in which I go, behold, I stand 



by the well of water; and it shall come to pass that when the virgin comes 



out to draw water, and I say to her, 'Please give me a little water from your 


pitcher to drink,' and she says to me, 'Drink, and I will draw for your 



camels also,'--let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my 



master's son." 



7.
But before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, 



coming out with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to the 



well and drew water. 


8.
And I said to her, "Please let me drink." And she made haste and let her 



pitcher down from her shoulder, and said, "Drink, and I will give your 



camels a drink also." So I drank, and she gave the camels a drink also. 


9.
Then I asked her, and said, "Whose daughter are you?" 


10.
And she said, "The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore 



to him." So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists. 


11.
And I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God 



of my master Abraham, who had led me in the way of truth to take the 



daughter of my master's brother for his son. 


12.
Now if you will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me. And if not, 



tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left. 


E.
Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said:



1.
The thing comes from the Lord--we cannot speak to you either bad or 



good. 


2.
Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go, and let her be your master's 



son's wife, as the Lord has spoken. 


F.
And it came to pass, when Abraham's servant heard their words, that he 



worshiped the Lord, bowing himself to the earth.

G.
Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, and 


gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and to her 


mother. 


H.
And he and the men who were with him ate and drank and stayed all night. Then 


they arose in the morning, and he said, "Send me away to my master." 


I.
But her brother and her mother said, "Let the young woman stay with us a few 


days, at least ten; after that she may go."   (Rebekah was a type of the church, the 


Bride of Christ.  If the world can't prevent you from going God's way, they will try 

to get you to delay.  They say things like "enjoy your life--you have plenty of time 


for God and religion when you are old".)

J.
And he said to them:



1.
Do not hinder me, since the Lord has prospered my way.



2.
Send me away so that I may go to my master. 

V.
Rebekah departs.  (57-61)


A.
So they said: "We will call the young woman and ask her personally."

B.
Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?"


(The Holy Spirit--of which the servant is a spiritual type--is still calling out men 


and women today to become part of Christ's Bride.  The question is the same:  


"Will you go with this man?")


C.
And she said, "I will go."   (Rebekah was agreeing to a radical change. 



 She was leaving all she had known for a new life, but she did not delay in making 

her decision.  Likewise, we should not delay in making decisions of faith based on 

the evidence provided by the Holy Spirit.)

D.
So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse (Deborah), and Abraham's 


servant and his men. 

E.
And they blessed Rebekah and said to her: Our sister:


1.
May you become the mother of thousands of ten thousands.



2.
May your descendants possess the gates of those who hate them. 


F.
Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and followed the 


man. So the servant took Rebekah and departed.
VI.
Rebekah and Isaac are wed.  (62-67) 


A.
Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South.

B.
And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes 


and looked, and there, the camels were coming.  (The camels are coming!  



Spiritually, we are getting closer to meet our bridegroom!)

C.
Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from her 


camel:



1.
For she had said to the servant, "Who is this man walking in the field to 



meet us?"



2.
The servant said, "It is my master." 


3.
So she took a veil and covered herself. 


D.
And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 

E.
Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent:



1.
And he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and he loved her. 


2.
So Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.  

(It was a long trip for Isaac's bride.  It is a long trip for believers also, from the time of their conversion until entering Christ's presence.  It is also interesting that Rebekah met her bridegroom at evening, for when Jesus returns for His Bride it will be a time of spiritual darkness:  Romans 13:11-14.  Rebekah had heard about Isaac, but at the end of her long journey she sees him face-to-face.)  

Eleazar is a type of the Holy Spirit.  Here are some symbolic parallels:


-He did not speak of himself, but spoke of the son.


-He searched for the bride.


-He told the bride about the bridegroom.


-He extended the invitation to the bride.


-He gave the bride gifts.


-He brought her to a place of decision.

-He brought her safely to the bridegroom.
Rebekah is a type of the Church.  Here are some symbolic parallels:


-She came by choice.


-She had not seen her bridegroom.


-She comes to know all about him, then sees him face-to-face.


-She endured a difficult journey to be united with him.


-She was covered--symbolic of the righteousness of Christ which covers believers.


-She was received with great joy and cared for by the son.
(There are several instances in the Bible of a bride being met at a well:  Here, Isaac's wife was discovered at a well.  Jacob would find his wife, Rachel, at a well, and Moses would find Zipporah at a well.  Jesus Christ would find a Samaritan woman at the well who is representative of all sinners who became part of the Bride of Christ.  People come to wells because they are needy and thirsty. Jesus meets you at the point of your need.  If you are thirsty and needy, come:  "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."  Revelation 22:17)
Study questions on chapter 24:
1.
According to the introductory outline note, what is the subject of the remainder of Genesis?

2.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What do you learn about Abraham in verse 1?




-Summarize Abraham's request made to Eleazar, his servant.




-What question did Eleazar ask Abraham and what was Abraham's response?




-What would happen if the woman refused to come with Eleazar?



-What spiritual truths, applicable to believers, are revealed in this passage?


3.
Using verses 10-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Where did Eleazar go?




-Summarize Eleazar's prayer.




-What was the confirming sign which Eleazar requested?

4.
Using verses 15-27 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What happened before Eleazar finished his prayer?




-What do you learn about Rebekah from this passage?




-What did Eleazar request from Rebekah?




-What was Rebekah's response to Eleazar's request and what else did she offer to 


do?



-What did Eleazar give to Rebekah when she had finished her tasks?




-What questions did Eleazar ask her regarding her parents and home?



-What was Rebekah's response to Eleazar's questions?




-What criteria set by Eleazar was met by Rebekah?




-What did Eleazar do when he realized God had answered his prayer?

5.
Using verses 28-56 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-Where did Rebekah go and what did she do?




-Who was Laban?




-What was Laban's response to Rebekah's story?




-What was Laban's response to Eleazar when he arrived at the house?




-Summarize what Eleazar told Laban.




-As Eleazar concluded his story, what did he ask of Laban?




-What was Laban's response to Eleazar's request and how did Eleazar respond?




-What appeals did Laban and other family members make to Eleazar?  How did 


Eleazar respond to their requests?

5.
Using verses 57-61 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-What was Rebekah's response when asked if she would go with Eleazar?




-Who was sent to accompany Rebekah on the journey with Eleazar?




-Summarize the blessing given to Rebekah by her family.

6.
Using verses  62-67 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.




-Where was Isaac and what was he doing when he saw the camel caravan coming?



-What did Rebekah do when she saw Isaac?




-What did Eleazar tell Isaac?




-What did Isaac do next?


7.
Using the final outline note in point V, draw some spiritual  applications from this 
experience at the well.


8.
Using the closing outline notes of this chapter, explain how Eleazar is a spiritual type of 
the Holy Spirit.


9.
Using the closing outline notes of this chapter, explain how Rebekah is a spiritual type of 
the Church.
10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 25

1 Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah.

2 And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah.

3 And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim.

4 And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.

5 And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac.

6 But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country.

7 And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years.

8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.

9 And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre;

10 The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife.

11 And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi.

12 Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham:

13 And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,

14 And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa,

15 Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah:

16 These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations.

17 And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people.

18 And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria: and he died in the presence of all his brethren.

19 And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac:

20 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan-aram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.

21 And Isaac intreated the Lord for his wife, because she was barren: and the Lord was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.

22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to inquire of the Lord.

23 And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.

24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb.

25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau.

26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them.

27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.

28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint:

30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom.

31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.

32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?

33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

Outline 25:
(Abraham and Keturah; Abraham's death; genealogy of Isaac and Ishmael; Esau sells his birthright.)

I.
Abraham and Keturah. (1-6) 


(See also 1 Chronicles 1:32-33.)


A.
Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Keturah.

 
1.
And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 


2.
Jokshan begot Sheba and Dedan. 


3.
And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 


4.
And the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abidah, and Eldaah. 
B.
All these were the children of Keturah. 


C.
And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac.

D.
But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines.


E.
And while he was still living he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to 


the country of the east.  (Thus confirming that Isaac was to be the sole heir.) 

(Abraham took care of his legacy before he died.   He knew his property was a gift from 
God, a trust for which he was responsible.  The property really belonged to God and he 
was to be held accountable for it.)

II.
Abraham's death and burial. (7-11) 


A.
This is the sum of the years of Abraham's life which he lived: One hundred and 


seventy-five years.

B.
Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of 

years, and was gathered to his people  (he joined his ancestors in death).

C.
And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, which is 


before Mamre, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite,  the field which 


Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried, and Sarah 

his wife. 

D.
And it came to pass, after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac. 


And Isaac dwelt at Beer Lahai Roi (meaning the "well of the Living One who sees 


me"). 

III.
The genealogy of Ishmael. (12-18)


(See also 1 Chronicles 1:29-31.)


Now this is the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's 
maidservant, bore to Abraham. These were the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their 
names, according to their generations: 

A.
The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, 


Dumah, Massa, Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 

B.
These were the sons of Ishmael and these were their names, by their towns and 


their settlements, twelve princes according to their nations. 

C.
These were the years of the life of Ishmael: One hundred and thirty-seven years.



1.
Then he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people. 


2.
He died in the presence of all his brethren. 


D.
They dwelt from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go toward 


Assyria. 
(From this point through chapter 36:43 the story of Jacob is recorded. Read these chapters to obtain an overview of his life prior to studying the outlines.)  
IV.
The genealogy of Isaac.  (19-28)

This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's son. 

A.
Abraham begot Isaac.

B.
Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel 


the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian.

C.
Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the 


Lord granted his plea and his wife Rebekah conceived. 


1.
But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If all is well, 



why am I like this?" So she went to inquire of the Lord.  (This is symbolic 



of the conflict between the flesh and the Spirit, the old nature and the new 



nature.)


2.
And the Lord said to her:




a.
Two nations are in your womb.




b.
Two peoples shall be separated from your body.




c.
One people shall be stronger than the other.




d.
And the older shall serve the younger. 




(This is a prediction, not predestination as to what would occur.  




Had Isaac and Rebekah accepted this prophetic word, much 




turmoil in the family could have been avoided.  The choice was not 



made based on performance or lack thereof, as the boys had not 




yet been born.  It was
based on the sovereignty of God.)



3.
So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were 



twins in her womb. 



a.
And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so 



they called his name Esau.  (The Edomites descended from Esau.) 



b.
Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau's 




heel; so his name was called Jacob. (The Israelites descended from 




Jacob.)


4.
Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah bore them. 


D.
 So the boys grew. 


1.
And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field.



2.
But Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.


3.
And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game.



4.
But Rebekah loved Jacob. 
V.
Esau sells his birthright.  (29-34)

(See Hebrews 12:16.)


A.
Now Jacob cooked a stew and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary. 

B.
And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary." 

Therefore his name was called Edom.   


C.
But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."   (This had already been 


prophetically promised to Jacob, but he could not wait.  He reached out and took 


it himself instead of waiting on God's timing.)

D.
And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?" 


E.
Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day."


F.
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 

G.
And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils:  Then he ate and drank, arose, and 

went his way. 

H.
Thus Esau despised his birthright.  (He scorned it as not worthy of notice or 


concern.)
(The birthright involved the covenant promises God made to Abraham and his descendants.   It guaranteed a double portion of the inheritance and the recipient would become the spiritual leader of the family upon the death of the father.  All of this meant nothing to Esau.  This is why God allowed Jacob to receive both the birthright and the blessing.  God had to choose between someone He knew would not value his heritage and one who valued it so much that he would do whatever necessary to obtain it.  Esau was more concerned about immediate gratification than long-term ramifications. This is exemplary of the basic sin nature of mankind.)
Study questions on chapter 25:
1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-What was the name of Abraham's second wife?




-How many sons were born to Abraham by his second wife?




-To whom did Abraham give all that he had?




-To whom did Abraham give gifts?




-Where did Abraham send his sons--other than Isaac--and why?


2.
Using verses 7-11 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-How old was Abraham when he died?




-Who buried Abraham?




-Where was Abraham buried?




-Where did Isaac dwell after the death of Abraham?


3.
Using verses 12-18 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What is the subject of these verses?




-For how long did Ishmael live? 




-Where did Ishmael's descendants live?


4.
Using verses 19-28 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What is the subject of these verses?




-How old was Isaac when he married Rebekah?




-For what did Isaac plead?




-Describe Rebekah's pregnancy, the birth, and the prophetic word regarding her 


sons.




-Who was born first?




-Who was born second?




-How old was Isaac when these sons were born?




-Which son did Isaac favor?




-Which son did Rebekah favor?

5.
Using verses 29-36 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-Describe the events that occurred in this passage.




-What blessings did a birthright entail? 



-What was Esau's attitude towards the birthright?




-What was Jacob's attitude towards the birthright?




-What had already been prophetically promised that made this whole transaction 


unnecessary?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 26

1 And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.

2 And the Lord appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of:

3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father;

4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;

5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar:

7 And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon.

8 And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.

9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die for her.

10 And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us.

11 And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.

12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the Lord blessed him.

13 And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great:

14 For he had possession of flocks, and possessions of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.

15 For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth.

16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we.

17 And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there.

18 And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; for the philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after the names by which his father had called them.

19 And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water.

20 And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him.

21 And they digged another well, and strove for that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah.

22 And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the Lord hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.

23 And he went up from thence to Beer-sheba.

24 And the Lord appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake.

25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the Lord and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well.

26 Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol the chief captain of his army.

27 And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you?

28 And they said, We saw certainly that the Lord was with thee: and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee;

29 That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the Lord.

30 And he made them a feast, and they did eat and drink.

31 And they rose up betimes in the morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace.

32 And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and said unto him, We have found water.

33 And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba unto this day.

34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite:

35 Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.

Outline 26:

(Isaac repeats the sin of his father; a dispute over resources.)

I.
Isaac dwells in Gerar.  (1-6) 


A.
There was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of 


Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, in Gerar. 


B.
Then the Lord appeared to him and said:


1.
Do not go down to Egypt.



2.
Live in the land of which I shall tell you.


3.
Dwell in this land, and I will be with you and bless you:




a.
For to you and your descendants I give all these lands.




b.
And I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your father. 



(Isaac is blessed because of Abraham.  What you do affects your family 



and future generations spiritually.)



4.
And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven.



5.
I will give to your descendants all these lands.



6.
In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed because Abraham:




a.
Obeyed My voice.




b.
Kept My charge



c.
Kept My commandments.




d.
Kept My statutes.




e.
Kept My laws. 




(Never forget that sometimes your blessings are because of someone else's 


faithfulness.)


C.
So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. 
II.
Isaac repeats the sin of his father.  (7-11)


(The propensity to commit certain sins--also called generational curses--are passed down 
spiritually to future generations.  Even science has noted some of these, i.e., that the 
child of an alcoholic tends to become an alcoholic.  These curses can be broken through 
the power delegated to us by Jesus Christ.  Here, Isaac repeats the sin committed by his 
father.)


A.
And the men of the place asked about his wife. 


1.
And he said, "She is my sister".



2.
He was afraid to say, "She is my wife," because he thought, "lest the men 



of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to behold." 


(Anytime you act in fear you are not acting in faith and the results are never 


good.)


B.
Now it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of 


the Philistines looked through a window, and saw, and there was Isaac, showing 


endearment to Rebekah his wife.  (This is a different Abimelech than from 



Abraham's time. The name may have been a dynastic name for rulers in Philistia.) 


1.
Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, "Quite obviously she is your wife; 



so how could you say, 'She is my sister'?"



2.
Isaac said to him, "Because I said, 'Lest I die on account of her.'" 


D.
And Abimelech said:



1.
What is this you have done to us? 


2.
One of the people might soon have lain with your wife, and you would 



have brought guilt on us.

E.
So Abimelech charged all his people, saying, "He who touches this man or his 


wife shall surely be put to death." 

III.
God blesses Isaac.  (12-14)


A.
Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold, and the 


Lord blessed him.  (The Lord is the reason for his prosperity.)

B.
The man began to prosper, and continued prospering until he became very 



prosperous.


C.
He had possessions of flocks and herds and a great number of servants. 

D.
So the Philistines envied him. (There will always be those who envy God's 


blessing upon your life.  Often, their envy will cause them to rise up against you.) 
IV.
Disputes over resources.  (15-22)


A.
Now the Philistines had stopped up all the wells which his father's servants had 


dug in the days of Abraham his father, and they had filled them with earth.


(They tried to weaken Isaac by closing the wells he inherited from his father.  


Wells represented the ability to sustain wealth in flocks, herds, and servants.)


B.
And Abimelech said to Isaac, "Go away from us, for you are much mightier than 


we." (Isaac was increasing so rapidly that Abimelech feared he might take over 


the land.)

C.
Then Isaac departed from there and pitched his tent in the Valley of Gerar, and 


dwelt there. 

D.
And Isaac dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the days of 



Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of 


Abraham. He called them by the names which his father had called them.  



(Applied spiritually:  The church is looking for new wells and new ways to do 


things.  We need to dig again the old wells of spiritual life that God's people have 


turned to from the beginning:  The Word of God, prayer, worship, the power of 


the Spirit, and sacrificial service.)

E.
Also Isaac's servants dug in the valley, and found a well of running water there. 


1.
But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, "The 



water is ours." 


2.
So he called the name of the well Esek, because they quarreled with him.  



(Esek means contention.)


F.
Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that one also. So he called its 


name Sitnah.  (Sitnah means hatred.)   

G.
And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. 


So he called its name Rehoboth, because he said, "For now the Lord has made 


room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land."  (Rehoboth means enlargement.)

(Water was a valuable resource in the arid climate and this resulted in many disputes 
over wells and water rights.  Despite the fact that there is no contention over this last 
well, Isaac finally comprehends that he is not where he should be.  God had appeared to 
Isaac before he lived in Gerar and after he left, but not while he was living there.  Strife 
and difficulties repositioned Isaac where he should be--in the Promised Land.  
Difficulties in your life often accomplish the same purpose--driving you to the will of 
God.) 

V.
Isaac moves to Beersheba.  (23-25)

A.
Then he went up from there to Beersheba. 

B.
And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said:



1.
I am the God of your father Abraham.



2.
Do not fear, for I am with you. 


3.
I will bless you and multiply your descendants for My servant Abraham's 



sake. 


(The Lord appeared to Isaac after he removed himself from the place of strife.  


Sometimes you need to get out of the place of discord in order for God to speak to 

you.  The conflict drove him back to Beersheba.  What conflicts are being used by 


God to lead you to where He wants you to be?)


C.
So he built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord, and he pitched his 


tent there, and there Isaac's servants dug a well. 
VI.
Abimelech makes a covenant with Isaac.  (26-31)

A.
Then Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath, one of his friends, and 


Phichol the commander of his army.  

B.
And Isaac said to them, "Why have you come to me, since you hate me and have 


sent me away from you?" 


C.
But they said:



1.
We have certainly seen that the Lord is with you. 


2.
So we said, 'Let there now be an oath between us, between you and us; and 


let us make a covenant with you, that you will do us no harm, since we 



have not touched you, and since we have done nothing to you but good 



and have sent you away in peace.' 


3.
You are now the blessed of the Lord. 


(While Isaac lived in Gerar, he had no influence on the people there.  Only when 


he separated himself from them did they come seeking him.  Only when a believer 


remains separate from the world will he have an influence on the people of the 


world spiritually.)


D.
So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 

E.
Then they arose early in the morning, swore an oath with one another, Isaac 


sent them away, and they departed from him in peace. 

VII.
Beersheba is founded.  (32-33)


A.
It came to pass the same day that Isaac's servants came and told him about the 


well which they had dug, and said to him, "We have found water." 

B.
So he called it Shebah. Therefore the name of the city is Beersheba to this day. 

VIII.
Esau takes two wives.  (34-35)


A.
When Esau was forty years old, he took as wives Judith, the daughter of Beeri the 


Hittite, and Basemath, the daughter of Elon the Hittite.  (Esau married outside of 


his ethnic heritage and faith.  These women were from idolatrous families of the 


cursed line of Canaan and Ham.) 

B.
And they were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah. 


(Unequal yokes always result in grief.) 
Study questions on chapter 26:
1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What are the circumstances in the land as this chapter opens?




-Where did Isaac go due to these circumstances?




-Where was Isaac forbidden to go?




-Where was Isaac told to dwell?




-What promises did God make to him?




-What do you learn about Abraham from this passage?


2.
Using verses 7-11 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What questions was Isaac asked and what was his response?




-Why did Isaac respond this way?




-What did Abimelech observe about Isaac and Rebekah?




-What did Abimelech say when he confronted Isaac, and what was Isaac's 



response?




-What charge did Abimelech give to his people regarding Isaac?




-Compare Genesis 12:10-20 and 20:1-18 with this account.  What are the 



similarities and differences?


3.
Using verses 12-14 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What amount of harvest did Isaac reap, despite the famine?




-Who was the source of Isaac's blessing?




-Summarize what you learn about Isaac's wealth.




-What was the response of the Philistines to Isaac's success?

4.
Using verses 15-22 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What did the Philistines do to the wells which had been dug during the days of 


Abraham?




-What did Abimelech tell Isaac to do?




-Where did Isaac go next and what did he do there?




-What problem arose between Isaac's servants and the herdsmen of Gerar?  




-What are the meanings of the wells of Esek and Sitnah?  Apply this spiritually.




-What is the meaning of the name of the well Rehoboth? Why did Isaac choose 


this name?   


5
Using verses 23-25 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-Where did Isaac go next?




-Summarize what God said when He appeared to Isaac there.




-Using the outline note following point V B 3, apply this spiritually.




-What did Isaac do to commemorate what had occurred at this place?

6.
Using verses 26-31and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-Who came from Gerar to see Isaac?




-What question did Isaac ask the men from Gerar and what was their answer?




-Using the outline note following point IV C, explain why Isaac now had 



influence over 
these men.  

7.
Using verses 32-33 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.




-What good news did Isaac's servants bring to him?




-What did Isaac call the city?


8.
Using verses 34-35 and outline point VIII, answer the following questions.




-How old was Esau when he took his wives?




-What were the names of his wives?




-What do you learn about the relationship of Esau's wives with Isaac and 



Rebekah?

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 27

1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I.

2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death:

3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison;

4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.

5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it.

6 And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying,

7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord before my death.

8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee.

9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth:

10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death.

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man:

12 My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.

13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.

14 And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved.

15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son:

16 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck:

17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

18 And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son?

19 And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.

20 And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the Lord thy God brought it to me.

21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.

22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.

23 And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him.

24 And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am.

25 And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank.

26 And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son.

27 And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed:

28 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine:

29 Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be Lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.

30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting.

31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me.

32 And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau.

33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed.

34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father.

35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing.

36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?

37 And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy Lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son?

38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.

39 And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above;

40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.

41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.

42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee.

43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran;

44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away;

45 Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me?

Outline 27:
(Jacob deceives Isaac.)

I.
Isaac plans the blessing.  (1-4)
 


A.
Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could 


not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, "My son."


B.
And he answered him, "Here I am." 


C.
Then he said:



1.
Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day of my death. 


2.
Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver, and your bow and 



go out to the field and hunt game for me. 


3.
And make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may 



eat, that my soul may bless you before I die. 


(The father's blessing was normally reserved for the oldest son--in this case, 


Esau. But God had declared that Jacob, the younger son was the one who 



was to 
be the heir and inherit the blessing: Genesis 25:23.  Had Isaac and 


Rebekah listened to God,  what occurs next would have been avoidable.  Isaac 


thought he was going to die and his greatest desire was to enjoy a good meal and 


bless his favorite son--Esau--despite his knowledge of God's plan for Jacob. When 

Abraham prepared for death, his concern was to get a bride for his son and 


maintain the covenant promise.  When King David prepared for death, he made 


arrangements for Solomon to be able to build God's temple. The Apostle Paul 


prepared Timothy to carry on the work of the ministry.)  

II.
Rebekah's deceitful plan.  (5-17)

A.
Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to 


the field to hunt game and to bring it.  

B.
So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying:



1.
Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying,  "Bring me 



game and make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless you in the 



presence of the Lord before my death."



2.
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what I command you. 


3.
Go now to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, 



and I will make savory food from them for your father, such as he loves.


4.
Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he may 



bless you before his death. 



(It was not necessary for Rebekah to cheat, lie, and deceive because God had 


already promised that Jacob would receive the blessing.  Faith stands on the 


promises of God.  The flesh manipulates.) 


C.
And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother:



1.
Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-skinned man. 


2.
Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him 



and I shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing. 


(Jacob's concern was not for what was morally right, but rather whether or not he 

would be safe.)


D.
But his mother said to him:



1.
Let your curse be on me, my son.



2.
Only obey my voice, and go, get them for me. 

E.
And he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother made 


savory food, such as his father loved. 

F.
Then Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her 


in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 


1.
And she put the skins of the kids (skin) of the goats on his hands and on 



the smooth part of his neck.


2.
Then she gave the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into 


the hand of her son Jacob. 

III.
Jacob deceives Isaac.  (18-24)


A.
So he went to his father and said, "My father."


B.
And he said, "Here I am. Who are you, my son?" 


C.
Jacob said to his father:



1.
I am Esau your firstborn.



2.
I have done just as you told me.



3
Please arise, sit, and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me. 



(Jacob did not admit who he really was--Jacob, a supplanter.  He said his name 


was Esau.  Years later, in an encounter with God, Jacob would be asked this same 

question:  "What is your name?"  That time, he would admit his name was Jacob 


and then God changed both his name and his life. You cannot experience change 


until you admit who you are--a sinner in need of change.)


D.
But Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?"


E.
And he said, "Because the Lord your God brought it to me."   (Note that Jacob 


called God "your God".  He was not truly Jacob's God at this point in his life.)

F.
Isaac said to Jacob: "Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, whether you 


are really my son Esau or not."   (When you function by feeling instead of faith, it 


always results in trouble.)

G.
So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said: "The voice is 


Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau." 


1.
And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his 



brother Esau's hands.



2.
So he blessed him. 


H.
Then he said, "Are you really my son Esau?"  And Jacob said, "I am." 


(Jacob lied about his name, his identity, the food, and even about the Lord being 


part of 
the deception--which, or course, He was not!  Abraham had deceived; 


Isaac had deceived; now Jacob deceives.  Deception was obviously a generational 

spirit operating in this family.)

IV.
Isaac blesses Jacob.  (25-29)


A.
He said, "Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's game, so that my soul may 

bless you." 

B.
So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 
C.
Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near now and kiss me, my son." 

D.
And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and 


blessed him and said:



1.
Surely, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field which the Lord has 



blessed. 


2.
Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven, of the fatness of the 



earth, and plenty of grain and wine. 


3.
Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you.


4.
Be master over your brethren, and let your mother's sons bow down to 



you.


5.
Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be those who 




bless you! 
V.
Jacob's deception revealed.  (30-38)

(See Hebrews 12:17.)


A.
Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had 


scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came 

in from his hunting. 

B.
He also had made savory food, and brought it to his father, and said to his father, 


"Let my father arise and eat of his son's game, that your soul may bless me." 


C.
And his father Isaac said to him, "Who are you?"


D.
So he said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau." 


E.
Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said:



1.
Who? 


2.
Where is the one who hunted game and brought it to me? 


3.
I ate all of it before you came.



4.
I have blessed him--and indeed he shall be blessed. 


F.
When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly great and 


bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me also, oh my father!" 


G.
But he said, "Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing." 


(Only one son could inherit the covenant blessing.)


H.
And Esau said:



1.
Is he not rightly named Jacob?  (Meaning "the supplanter".) 


2.
For he has supplanted me these two times. 


3.
He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my 




blessing!  (Jacob did not take away Esau's birthright.  Esau gave it to him 



in exchange for a bowl of soup!)


4.
Have you not reserved a blessing for me? 


I.
Then Isaac answered and said to Esau:



1.
Indeed I have made him your master.



2.
All his brethren I have given to him as servants.



3.
With grain and wine I have sustained him. 


4.
What shall I do now for you, my son? 


J.
And Esau said to his father:



1.
Have you only one blessing, my father? 


2.
Bless me also, oh my father!

K.
 And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.  (These were tears of regret because he 


had lost the covenant blessing, not tears of repentance as his subsequent behavior 

confirms. This loss had life-long consequences for Esau. See Hebrews 12:15-17.)  
VI.
Isaac blesses Esau.  (39-40)


Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:


A.
Your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from 


above. 

B.
You shall live by your sword.


C.
You shall serve your brother.   

D.
And it shall come to pass, when you become restless, that you shall break his yoke 

from your neck. 


(Why did God choose Jacob?  God had to choose between a rebellious man who 


lightly esteemed the birthright and a deceptive one who valued it so much he 


would lie to get it. Esau was also morally weak--exemplified by his marrying 


heathen women: Genesis 27:46;  his spiritual unconcern--despising the 



birthright: Genesis 25:33-34; his undisciplined appetite--exemplified by soup 


being more important than his birthright; and because of his anger, hatred, 


bitterness, and murderous thoughts: Genesis 27:1-43; 27:34.  See also Hebrews 


12:16.)
VII.
Jacob flees from Esau.  (41-46) 


A.
So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, 


and Esau said in his heart: "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I 

will kill my brother Jacob." 


B.
And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called 


Jacob her younger son, and said to him:



1.
Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to 



kill you. 


2.
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: 



a.
Arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 



b.
Stay with him a few days, until your brother's fury turns away, until 



your brother's anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you 




have done to him. 



c.
Then I will send and bring you from there. 



d.
Why should I be bereaved also of you both in one day? 



(If  Esau killed Jacob, then it would be the task of a next of kin to execute 



Esau.  See Exodus 21:12 and Leviticus 24:17.) 



3.
I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth (Esau's wives).  If 



Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the 




daughters of the land, 
what good will my life be to me? 




(Again, Rebekah takes things into her own hands. Sadly, she never saw her 


favorite son again.)
(God had told Isaac and Rebekah that Jacob was to be the chosen heir, but...


-Rebekah attempted to work out God's will in her own timing.


-Isaac attempted to bypass God's will.


-Jacob attempted to secure God's will in the wrong way.


-Esau tried to change God's will, refusing to accept his destiny in life.

The results of ignoring God's will were anger, strife, and division.)

Study questions on chapter 27:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Describe Isaac's condition when the events in this chapter occurred.




-Who did Isaac call to him and what did he tell him?




-Summarize what you learn about the father's blessing in the notes in the outline.


2.
Using verses 5-17 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Who overheard Isaac as he was talking with Esau?




-Who went to the field to find game for his father?




-What did Rebekah tell Jacob to do and for what reason?




-What objection did Jacob raise and what was Rebekah's response?




-Summarize what Rebekah did to prepare Jacob for his appearance 
before Isaac. 


3.
Using verses 18-24  and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-List the questions Isaac asked when Jacob appeared before him.




-Summarize the lies Jacob told in response to Isaac's questions.




-Why did Isaac ask Jacob to come near so he could feel him?  What were the 


results?


4.
Using verses 25-29 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-After Isaac had eaten, what did he ask Jacob to do next?




-Summarize the blessing Isaac conferred on Jacob. 

5.
Using verses 30-38 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-What happened immediately after Jacob had left Isaac's presence?




-Summarize the conversation between Esau and Isaac.




-What appeal did Esau make to his father?




-Summarize the comments Esau made about Jacob.




-When Esau wept, was he truly repentant of his actions and attitudes? 

6.
Using verses 39-40 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.




-Summarize the blessing Isaac pronounced on Esau.




-Using the outline note following point VI D, explain why God chose Jacob 


instead of Esau.




-Using the outline note following point VI D, summarize Esau's spiritual 



condition as demonstrated by his behavior

7.
Using verses 41-46 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.




-What did Esau determine to do and when?




-Why did Rebekah tell Jacob to leave?




-Where did Rebekah tell Jacob to go?




-What did Rebekah tell Jacob she would do after a few days?  Did this happen?




-Who was causing Rebekah problems?
8.
According to Romans 9:10-16, what does the story of Jacob and Esau reveal about how God selects people for specific purposes? 

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 28

1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.

2 Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother.

3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people;

4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.

5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padan-aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother.

6 When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-aram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan;

7 And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram;

8 And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father;

9 Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.

10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.

19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first.

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God:

22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.

Outline 28:

(Jacob flees to Padan Aram.)

I.
Jacob is sent to Laban.  (1-5) 


A.
Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him:


1.
You shall not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 


2.
Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother's father.



3.
Take yourself a wife from there of the daughters of Laban, your mother's 



brother. 



4.
May God Almighty bless you:




a.
Make you fruitful and multiply you so that you may be an assembly 



of peoples.




b.
Give you the blessing of Abraham, to you and your 






descendants with you.




c.
Give you an inheritance in the land in which you are a stranger, 




which God gave to Abraham. 



(Isaac gave Jacob a command, direction, and assurance of the promises of God. 


Despite Jacob's deception, Isaac was not mad at him because he knew what God 


had originally said regarding his sons.  The elder would serve the younger.)

B.
Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan Aram to Laban, who was the son of 


Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah who was the mother of Jacob and 


Esau. 

II.
Esau marries Mahalath.  (6-9) 


A.
Esau saw:



1.
That Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram to take 



himself a wife from there.


2.
That as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, "You shall not take a 


wife from the daughters of Canaan." 


3.
That Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and had gone to Padan 



Aram. 

B.
Esau also saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac.


So Esau went to Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham's 


son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the wives he had.  (Esau 


was trying to gain favor by finding a wife among his relatives.  As Ishmaelites, the 

women were grandchildren of Abraham but they were excluded from the covenant 

line of 
promises so these unions really accomplished nothing for him.  Likewise, 


we cannot gain favor with God by our works.)
III.
Jacob's experience at Bethel.  (10-22) 


A.
Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 


1.
So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun 



had set. 


2.
And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he 



lay down in that place to sleep.  (He was lonely, destitute, and homeless.)

B.
Then he dreamed:



1.
And behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to 



heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 




(Jacob's ladder was a symbol of the bridge between heaven and earth that 



Jesus Christ would create. He descended to earth so that we could ascend 



into the Father's presence.  See also John 1:51.)



2.
And behold, the Lord stood above it and said:



a.
I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. 



b.
The land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 



c.
Your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth:





(1)
You shall spread abroad to the west, the east, the north, and 




the south.





(2)
In you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be 





blessed. 



d.
Behold, I am with you, I will keep you wherever you go, and 




I  will bring you back to this land.




e.
For I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to 




you. 


(God reconfirmed the key elements of the covenant with Abraham: Promises of 


the land; innumerable descendants; and universal blessing.)


C.
Then Jacob awoke from his sleep, was afraid, and said:



1.
Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.


2.
How awesome is this place! 


3.
This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven! 


D.
Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his 


head, set it up as a pillar (a monument  commemorating the dream), and poured 


oil on top of it (anointing and consecrating it).  

E.
And he called the name of that place Bethel (the house of God); but the name of 


that city had been Luz previously.

F.
Then Jacob made a vow, saying:



1.
If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give 



me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I come back to my father's 



house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. 


2.
And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house.



3.
And of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You. 




SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ON CHAPTER 28
What occurred at Bethel:

Verse l2:

Jacob had a religious experience.

Verse l3-15:

He heard voice of God.

Verse l3:

He received promises from God, but didn't claim them.
Verse l5:

The purposes of God were revealed:  This was his inheritance, why 



didn't stay and claim it?

Verse l7,22:

He realized was in the house of God/gate of Heaven.

Verse 20:

He made vows.

Verse 22:

He paid tithes

Verses l8 and 22:  
There were monuments, anointing, and rituals.

BUT HIS LIFE WAS NOT CHANGED:  He was the same old Jacob.  He saw this religious experience as a deal with God to get his own selfish desires.

Jacob asked: (20-21)


-Bless me.


-Bless my plans.


-Supply my desires.

-Give me peace.
Jacob tried to bargain with God by saying "If you do this, I will serve you."   He does not perceive that God already promised that He would do these things.  You cannot make a "deal" with God.  Jacob should have repented of his past and determined that he would remain true to God in the future.
God had already promised to take care of the things Jacob was requesting: Verse 15. He wanted to give Jacob: 


-The land for inheritance.

-Descendants to fill the world.

-Protection and provision.
Jacob was groveling, begging, seeking for what he already had.  The flesh was still in control.  He experienced religion, but not true spirituality.   The potential for a spiritual breakthrough was there, but Jacob did not avail himself of it.
Study questions on chapter 28:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What instructions did Isaac give to Jacob before his departure?




-What blessings did Isaac pronounce on Jacob?




-To where did Isaac send Jacob?


2.
Using verses 6-9 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Using outline point II A, list three things Esau observed.




-Why did Esau select a new wife from Canaan?

3.
Using verses 10-22 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-From where to where did Jacob travel?




-Describe Jacob's resting place.




-Summarize Jacob's dream.




-Summarize the promises the Lord made to Jacob.




-What was Jacob's emotional response when he awoke from his dream?




-What did Jacob say concerning this place?




-What did Jacob do to commemorate his dream?




-What did Jacob name the place where this event occurred?




-Summarize the vow Jacob made to the Lord.


4.
Using the final outline note:




-Summarize what occurred at Bethel.




-What did Jacob request?




-What did God promise?




-Explain what was wrong with Jacob's vow.  
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 29

1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east.

2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth.

3 And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place.

4 And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we.

5 And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him.

6 And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep.

7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them.

8 And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep.

9 And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep: for she kept them.

10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother.

11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept.

12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father.

13 And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things.

14 And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month.

15 And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?

16 And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.

17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.

18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter.

19 And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me.

20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.

21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.

22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast.

23 And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her.

24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid.

25 And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me?

26 And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.

27 Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years.

28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also.

29 And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid.

30 And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years.

31 And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren.

32 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the Lord hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.

33 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the Lord hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon.

34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi.

35 And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the Lord: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing.

Outline 29:
(Jacob's marries Leah and Rachel.)

I.
Jacob meets Rachel.  (1-14)

A.
So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East 


(about a 400 mile journey). 

B.
And he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks of 


sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. 


1.
A large stone was on the well's mouth. 


2.
All the flocks would be gathered there and they would roll the stone 



from the well's mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place 



on the well's mouth. 


C.
And Jacob said to them, "My brethren, where are you from?"


D.
And they said, "We are from Haran." 


E.
Then he said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?"


F.
And they said, "We know him." 


G.
So he said to them, "Is he well?"


H.
And they said:



1.
He is well. 


2.
And look--his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep. 


I.
Then Jacob said:



1.
Look, it is still high day.



2.
It is not time for the cattle to be gathered together. 


3.
Water the sheep, and go and feed them. 


(Jacob has just arrived, and he is trying to take over and tell them how to water 


their sheep!  He was truly a manipulator!)


J.
But they said: "We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, and they have 


rolled the stone from the well's mouth.  Then we water the sheep." 


K.
Now while he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep, 


for she was a shepherdess.


1.
And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his 



mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob 



went near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the 



flock of Laban his mother's brother.


2.
Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept.


3.
And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's relative and that he was 



Rebekah's son. 


4.
So she ran and told her father. 


L.
Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob, his sister's son, 


that he ran to meet him, embraced him, kissed him, and brought him to his 


house.  (Kissing among relatives was common and appropriate.)

M.
So he told Laban all these things.

N.
And Laban said to him, "Surely you are my bone and my flesh." 

O.
And Jacob stayed with him for a month. 
II.
Jacob marries Leah and Rachel.  (15-30) 


A.
Then Laban said to Jacob:



1.
Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? 


2.
Tell me, what should your wages be?

B.
Now Laban had two daughters:


1.
The name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 


2.
Leah's eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and 




appearance.   (This does not necessarily mean Leah had eye problems--



although that is possible.  It is most likely that she was not as attractive as 


Rachel.)

C.
Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said: "I will serve you seven years for Rachel your 

younger daughter." 


D.
And Laban said:



1.
It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to another man. 

2.
Stay with me.

E.
So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him 


because of the love he had for her. 


(It was customary in Old Testament times for a man to pay the father of his bride 


in money or cattle to acknowledge that the father was losing a productive member 

of his family.  This bride price also showed that the husband placed a high value 


on his bride.  Jacob had no wealth to give, so he worked for Laban instead.)  


F.
Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may 


go in to her." 

G.
And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast. 


1.
Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah, his daughter, and 



brought her to Jacob and he went in to her.


2.
And Laban gave his maid, Zilpah, to his daughter, Leah, as a maid.

H.
So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And Jacob said to 


Laban:



1.
What is this you have done to me? 


2.
Was it not for Rachel that I served you? 


3.
Why then have you deceived me? 


(It was a custom that a betrothed woman remain veiled until the marriage had 


been consummated.  Jacob deceived his father, now Laban deceives Jacob.  You 


reap what you sow: Galatians 6:7-8.  Note the parallels:  Jacob enjoyed a feast 


before being deceived, just as Isaac had a good meal before his deception:  


Genesis 29:22; 27:25.  Jacob was unable to recognize Leah, just as Isaac was 


unable to recognize Jacob:  29:24-25; 27:1.  Jacob was deceived by the veil 


over Leah's face, and Isaac was fooled by the covering that veiled Jacob's 



identity:  27:15; 29:27.   We are not told why Leah went along with the deception.  

Perhaps she loved Jacob, feared her father, or thought it might be her last chance 

to marry.)


I.
And Laban said:



1.
It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the 



firstborn. 


2.
Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which 



you will serve with me still another seven years. 


(This may have been the custom, but Laban also saw an opportunity to profit 


doubly from Jacob.)


J.
Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. (The bridal week was a week of 



festivities celebrating the wedding.  After the week was completed, Jacob married 


Rachel but had to work seven additional years for her.)

K.
So Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as wife also. 


1.
And Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as a maid.


2.
Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel more than 



Leah.   (Jacob had grown up in a divided home and now he creates a 



divided home.  Polygamy was not God's original plan.  His plan was one 



man, one wife, for life.  In every instance recorded in the Bible, polygamy 



created problems.  There was no indication that Jacob treated Leah badly, 


he just did not love her like he did Rachel.)


3.
And he served with Laban still another seven years. 
III.
Jacob's children.  (31-35) 


A.
When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb; but Rachel was 

barren.  (Isaac fulfilled his marital duties towards Leah, but she knew she was 


unloved.)

B.
 So Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben (meaning 


"behold a son") for she said, "The Lord has surely looked on my affliction. Now 


therefore, my husband will love me." 

C.
Then she conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Because the Lord has heard 


that I am unloved, He has given me this son also." And she called his name 


Simeon (meaning "hearing"). 
  
D.
She conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Now this time my husband will 


become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons." Therefore his name 

was called Levi (meaning "attachment").   

E.
And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Now I will praise the Lord." 


Therefore she called his name Judah (meaning praise). Then she stopped bearing. 

(Leah came from a dysfunctional family and was rejected, apparently unattractive, and unloved. Her father, Laban, valued tradition more than the happiness of his own daughter. When God saw that Leah was unloved by Jacob, He opened her womb and blessed her with children:  Genesis 29:31.  The names she gave her sons reflect the change in her spiritual focus over the years.  
Name

Meaning





Reuben
Behold a son.






Simeon

Hearing.

Levi

Attachment.

Judah

Praise.


In naming her first three sons, Leah seems to focus on the hope that perhaps now Jacob will

love her--pointing out by naming Reuben that she has given him a son.  In naming Simeon, she 

hopes Jacob will hear her.  In naming Levi, she desired that her husband be attached or close to 

her.   By the time Judah is born, however, she has changed her focus to God--naming him 
"praise".    Leah  later gives birth to Issachar--whose name means "strength"--and  Zebulon, 
whose  name means "haven".  These names reflect the change that has occurred in her 
spiritually and emotionally.  Her focus is on God, who has become her strength and haven.  
After Judah's birth Leah declared,, (Now I will magnify the Lord.(  A magnifying glass makes 
things bigger.  God has become greater than her problem--her rejection and abuse. You will 
never come into the fullness of your destiny  until--like Leah--you move from the pain of your 

past to praising the Lord.

Note the attainment of Leah's sons:


-From Levi came the Levitical priesthood.  

-From Judah came David and the royal line of the Redeemer Jesus Christ.)
As Jonathan Cain notes:  "Who are the children of Leah to this day?  Those who through sorrows, wounds, rejection, emptiness, broken hearts, frustration, discontent, pain, tears, emptiness, and longing for something more than they have...are chosen for great and mighty things through which His love and redemption come to the world.  God loves the unloved and the unlikely...the children of Leah.")
Study questions on chapter 29:
1.
Using verses 1-14 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Which direction was Jacob traveling as this chapter opens?




-What did Jacob observe by the well?




-What question did Jacob ask those by the well and what was their answer?




-Who was coming with the sheep at that time?




-What problem did the women experience when they arrived to water the sheep?




-What did Jacob do to enable the flocks to be watered?




-Summarize Jacob's greeting to Rachel. 




-What was Laban's response to Jacob when Rachel reported these events to him?

2.
Using verses 15-30 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What question did Laban ask Jacob and what was Jacob's response?



-What do you learn about Leah and Rachel in this passage?




-Who did Jacob love and want to take for his wife?




-For how long did Jacob serve to earn his wife?




-Summarize Laban's deception at the time of the wedding.



-Summarize Jacob's reaction to Laban's deception.




-What excuse did Laban give for his deception and what offer did he make to 


Jacob?




-What additional length of time did Jacob serve Laban for his second wife? 


3.
Using verses 31-35 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What did God do when he saw that Leah was unloved?




-What physical problem did Rachel have?




-Using the outline notes regarding Leah:





-List the names of Leah's children and the meaning of their names.





-Explain how the names Leah gave her sons reflect her changing 




spiritual condition.


4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 30

1 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die.

2 And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?

3 And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees that I may also have children by her.

4 And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her.

5 And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son.

6 And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan.

7 And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son.

8 And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali.

9 When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife.

10 And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son.

11 And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad.

12 And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son.

13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher.

14 And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes.

15 And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to night for thy son's mandrakes.

16 And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that night.

17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son.

18 And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar.

19 And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son.

20 And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his name Zebulun.

21 And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah.

22 And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb.

23 And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach:

24 And she called his name Joseph; and said, The Lord shall add to me another son.

25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country.

26 Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee.

27 And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake.

28 And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with me.

30 For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; and the Lord hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also?

31 And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock:

32 I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my hire.

33 So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come for my hire before thy face: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me.

34 And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word.

35 And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons.

36 And he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks.

37 And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods.

38 And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink.

39 And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.

40 And Jacob did separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban; and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not unto Laban's cattle.

41 And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might conceive among the rods.

42 But when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's.

43 And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses.

Outline 30:

(Continued from chapter 29: Jacob's children; Jacob is blessed.)

I.
Jacob's children.  (1-24)

A.
Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister, 


and said to Jacob, "Give me children, or else I die!"   (Barrenness was considered 


a disgrace in those days.)


1.
And Jacob's anger was aroused against Rachel, and he said, "Am I in the 



place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?" 



2.
So she said:




a.
Here is my maid Bilhah.




b.
Go in to her, and she will bear a child on my knees, that I also may 




have children by her.  (This was an acceptable cultural practice of 




the time.  The custom was that at birth the child would be placed 




on the barren mother's knees, signifying adoption as her child.)  



3.
Then she gave him Bilhah her maid as wife, and Jacob went in to her. And 


Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 



a.
Then Rachel said, "God has judged my case; and He has also heard 



my voice and given me a son." 



b.
Therefore she called his name Dan (meaning
"judgment").  


4.
And Rachel's maid, Bilhah, conceived again and bore Jacob a second son.



a.
Then Rachel said, "With great wrestlings I have wrestled with my 




sister, and indeed I have prevailed." 



b.
So she called his name Naphtali (meaning "struggle").   


B.
When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took Zilpah her maid and gave 


her to Jacob as wife. 


1.
And Leah's maid, Zilpah, bore Jacob a son. 



a.
Then Leah said, "A troop comes!" 



b.
So she called his name Gad (meaning "good fortune").   


2.
And Leah's maid Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 



a.
Then Leah said, "I am happy, for the daughters will call me 





blessed." 



b.
So she called his name Asher (meaning "happy").   

C.
Now Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest and found mandrakes in the field, 


and brought them to his mother Leah. 


1.
Then Rachel said to Leah, "Please give me some of your son's mandrakes." 



2.
But she said to her:




a.
Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? 



b.
Would you take away my son's mandrakes also?


3.
And Rachel said, "Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your son's 



mandrakes." 



4.
When Jacob came out of the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet 



him and said: "You must come in to me, for I have surely hired you with 



my son's mandrakes." 
  (It was a superstition that mandrakes--a fragrant, 



yellow-flowering plant, would induce sexual desire and pregnancy.)



5.
And he lay with her that night.



(The conflicts between Leah and Rachel confirm why God's original plan 



was one man, one wife, for life!  Deuteronomy 17:17; Matthew 19:4; 



1 Corinthians 7:2.) 

 
D.
And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son.


1.
Leah said, "God has given me my wages, because I have given my maid to 


my husband." 


2.
So she called his name Issachar (meaning "reward"). 

E.
 Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son. 


1.
And Leah said, "God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my 



husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons." 


2.
So she called his name Zebulun (meaning abode or dwelling).   


3.
Afterward she bore a daughter, and called her name Dinah. 


F.
Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb.


1.
And she conceived and bore a son, and said, "God has taken away my 



reproach."   (It does not mean God had forgotten her, just that He took 



note of her circumstances and acted in her behalf.)


2.
So she called his name Joseph (meaning "may He add"), and said, "The 



Lord shall add to me another son." 

II.
Jacob's agreement with Laban.  (25-36) 


A.
And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban:



1.
Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my country. 


2.
Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served you, and let 



me go.



3.
For you know my service which I have done for you. 


B.
And Laban said to him:



1.
Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes.



2.
For I have learned by experience that the Lord has blessed me for your 



sake.


3.
Name me your wages, and I will give it. 


C.
So Jacob said to him:



1.
You know how I have served you and how your livestock has been with 



me. 


2.
For what you had before I came was little, and it has increased to a great 



amount; the Lord has blessed you since my coming. 


3.
And now, when shall I also provide for my own house? 


D.
So Laban said, "What shall I give you?"


E.
And Jacob said:



1.
You shall not give me anything. 


2.
If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flocks.



3.
Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there all the 



speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and 



the spotted and speckled among the goats; and these shall be my wages. 


4.
So my righteousness will answer for me in time to come, when the subject 



of my wages comes before you: Every one that is not speckled and spotted 



among the goats and brown among the lambs, will be considered stolen, if 



it is with me. 


F.
And Laban said, "Oh, that it were according to your word!"


(Laban agreed, as in Syria most sheep were born white and the goats born black--


with few exception.  Laban thought he was getting the best of the deal because 


there weren't that many speckled and spotted animals.)


G.
So Laban removed that day the male goats that were speckled and spotted, all the 


female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some white in it, 


and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them into the hand of his sons.

H.
Then he put three days' journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest 


of Laban's flocks. 

III.
Jacob is blessed.  (37-43)


A.
Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the almond and chestnut 


trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed the white which was in the rods.

B.
And the rods which he had peeled, he set before the flocks in the gutters, in the 


watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, so that they should conceive 


when they came to drink. 

C.
So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks brought forth streaked, 


speckled, and spotted.

D.
Then Jacob separated the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the streaked and 

all the brown in the flock of Laban; but he put his own flocks by themselves and 


did not put them with Laban's flock. 


E.
And it came to pass, whenever the stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob placed 

the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, that they might conceive 


among the rods. 

F.
But when the flocks were feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were 


Laban's and the stronger Jacob's.

G.
Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large flocks, female and 


male servants, and camels and donkeys. 



(As in the case of the mandrakes, there was nothing miraculous about the rods--it 


was a superstition that held that the white streaks in the sticks would produce 


streaked or spotted offspring.  The increase of Jacob's herd was actually because 


of the blessing of the Lord: Genesis 31:9-12.)
Jacob's wives:

-Leah: 29:28

-Rachel: 29:30

-Bilhah--Rachel's servant: 29:29; 30:1-4

-Zilpah--Leah's servant: 30:9
Jacob's daughter:

-Dinah--from Leah: 30:21

Jacob's sons:

-Reuben-Leah's first son:  29:31-32

-Simeon-Leah's second son: 29:33

-Levi--Leah's third son: 29:34

-Judah--Leah's fourth son: 29:35

-Dan--Bilhah's first son: 30:5-6.

-Naphtali--Bilhah's second son: 30:7-8

-Gad--Zilpah's first son:  30:9-11

-Asher--Zilpah's second son: 30:12-13

-Issachar--Leah's fifth son: 30:14-18

-Zebulun--Leah's sixth son: 30:19-20

-Joseph--Rachel's first son: 30:22-24

-Benjamin--Rachel's second son: 35:16-18

Study questions on chapter 30:
1.
Using verses 1-24 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What complaint did Rachel bring to Jacob?




-What was Jacob's response to Rachel's complaint?




-What plan did Rachel suggest?  Did Jacob comply?




-What was the name of the first son born to Bilhah and what was the meaning of 


his name?




-What was the name of the second son born to Bilhah and what was the meaning 


of his name?



-What did Leah do when she saw that she had stopped bearing children?




-What was the name of the first son born to Zilpah and what was the meaning of 


his name?




-What was the name of the second son born to Zilpah and what was the meaning 


of his name?




-What did Reuben find and bring to Leah?




-What appeal did Rachel make to Leah?




-What agreement did the women come to?




-What was so special about mandrakes? Was the power in the mandrakes?  What 


was actually the source of the blessings according to Genesis 31:9?



-What was the name of Leah's fifth son and what did the name mean?




-What was the name of Leah's sixth son and what did the name mean?



-What was the name of the daughter that Leah birthed?




-What special thing did God do for Leah?




-What was this son named and what did the name mean?

2.
Using verses 25-36 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What request did Jacob make of Laban?




-What did Laban ask Jacob to do and why?




-Summarize the plan Jacob instituted and to which Laban agreed. 


3.
Using verses 37-43 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Explain Jacob's plan for reproducing animals.




-What were the results of this plan?  




-What was the real reason behind the success of this plan?


4.
Using the closing outline notes in this chapter:




-List the names of Jacob's wives.




-Give the name of Jacob's daughter.



-List the names of Jacob's sons.

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 31

1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory.

2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before.

3 And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee.

4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock,

5 And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father hath been with me.

6 And ye know that with all my power I have served your father.

7 And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me.

8 If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked.

9 Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me.

10 And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.

11 And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I.

12 And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.

13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.

14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house?

15 Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our money.

16 For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, and our children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do.

17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels;

18 And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padan-aram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.

19 And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father's.

20 And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled.

21 So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead.

22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled.

23 And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead.

24 And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.

25 Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead.

26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword?

27 Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so doing.

29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.

30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?

31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me.

32 With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them.

33 And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two maidservants' tents; but he found them not. Then went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent.

34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not.

35 And she said to her father, Let it not displease my Lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. And he searched, but found not the images.

36 And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to Laban, What is my trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me?

37 Whereas thou hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy household stuff? set it here before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both.

38 This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten.

39 That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night.

40 Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep departed from mine eyes.

41 Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times.

42 Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight.

43 And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have born?

44 Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between me and thee.

45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar.

46 And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap.

47 And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed.

48 And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed;

49 And Mizpah; for he said, The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another.

50 If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee.

51 And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee;

52 This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm.

53 The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac.

54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount.

55 And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and returned unto his place.

Outline 31:

(Jacob's departure for the land of his fathers.)
I.
Jacob flees from Laban.  (1-21) 


A.
Now Jacob heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, "Jacob has taken away all 


that was our father's, and from what was our father's he has acquired all this 


wealth." And Jacob saw the countenance of Laban, and indeed it was not 



favorable toward him as before.  (Laban had taken advantage of Jacob for years.  


Now Jacob was being blessed materially and Laban's sons thought he was a 


threat to their inheritance.)

B.
Then the Lord said to Jacob, "Return to the land of your fathers and to your 


family, and I will be with you." 

C.
So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field to his flock and said to 


them:



1.
I see your father's countenance, that it is not favorable toward me as 



before; but the God of my father has been with me. 


2.
And you know that with all my might I have served your father. 


3.
Yet your father has deceived me and changed my wages ten times, but 



God did not allow him to hurt me. 



a.
If he said thus: 'The speckled shall be your wages,' then all the 




flocks bore speckled. 



b.
And if he said thus: 'The streaked shall be your wages,' then all the 




flocks bore streaked. 



c.
So God has taken away the livestock of your father and given them 



to me. 




d.
And it happened, at the time when the flocks conceived, that I 




lifted my eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the rams which 




leaped upon the flocks were streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted.


4.
Then the Angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, 'Jacob.' And I said, 


'Here I am.' And He said:




a.
Lift your eyes now and see, all the rams which leap on the flocks 




are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for I have seen all that 




Laban is doing to you. 



b.
I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed the pillar and where 




you made a vow to Me. 



c.
Now arise, get out of this land, and return to the land of your 




family. 

D.
Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him:



1.
Is there still any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house?


2.
Are we not considered strangers by him?


3.
For he has sold us, and also completely consumed our money (dowry). 


4.
For all these riches which God has taken from our father are really ours 



and our children's.



5.
Now then, whatever God has said to you, do it. 




(Ironically, Rachel and Leah are lamenting over their losses from their 



worldly father, Laban--while they are married to the man upon whom 



God's blessing rests.  Do not look back to your losses.  Put your faith 



in  your bridegroom, Jesus Christ, and your Heavenly Father.)   
(Some keys to how God guides are revealed in this passage.  He creates a desire within, as He did with Jacob.  He then guides us through circumstances--the attitude of Jacob's relatives changed.  God also guides through His Word, as He spoke to Jacob regarding the move.  Often, counselors or those who know us well will be used to confirm His will--as Rachel and Leah confirmed Jacob's plan.)


E.
Then Jacob rose and set his sons and his wives on camels.  And he carried away 


all his livestock and all his possessions which he had gained, his acquired 



livestock which he had gained in Padan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land 


of Canaan. 

F.
Now Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel had stolen the household 


idols that were her father's. 

G.
And Jacob stole away, unknown to Laban the Syrian, in that he did not tell him 


that he intended to flee.  


1.
So he fled with all that he had. 


2.
He arose and crossed the river, and headed toward the mountains of 



Gilead.  (It was God's will for Jacob to leave, but he should have left right. 


 Instead, he fled in fear.  How you leave a place is just as important as 



how you went there.)
II.
Laban pursues Jacob.  (22-42) 


A.
And Laban was told on the third day that Jacob had fled.

B.
Then he took his brethren with him and pursued him for seven days' journey, and 


he overtook him in the mountains of Gilead.

C.
But God had come to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said to him, "Be 


careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad." 


D.
So Laban overtook Jacob. 

E.
Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mountains, and Laban with his brethren 


pitched in the mountains of Gilead. 


F.
And Laban said to Jacob: 


1.
What have you done, that you have stolen away unknown to me, and 



carried away my daughters like captives taken with the sword? 


2.
Why did you flee away secretly, steal away from me, and not tell me; 



for I might have sent you away with joy and songs, with timbrel and harp?


3.
And you did not allow me to kiss my sons and my daughters. 


4.
Now you have done foolishly in so doing. 


5.
It is in my power to do you harm, but the God of your father spoke to me 



last night, saying, 'Be careful that you speak to Jacob neither good nor 



bad.'


6.
And now you have surely gone because you greatly long for your father's 



house, but why did you steal my gods? 


G.
Then Jacob answered and said to Laban:



1.
Because I was afraid, for I said, "Perhaps you would take your daughters 



from me by force." 


2.
With whomever you find your gods, do not let him live. 


3.
In the presence of our brethren, identify what I have of yours and take it 



with you.  



(Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the idols--most likely because 



of the supernatural power she thought they possessed and the fact that 



whoever possessed the household idols customarily had legal ownership 



of the estate, meaning
that Jacob would inherit everything Laban had.)

H.
And Laban went into Jacob's tent, into Leah's tent, and into the two maids' tents, 


but he did not find them. Then he went out of Leah's tent and entered Rachel's 


tent. 


1.
Now Rachel had taken the household idols, put them in the camel's saddle, 


and sat on them. 


2.
And Laban searched all about the tent but did not find them.


3.
And she said to her father, "Let it not displease my Lord that I cannot rise 



before you, for the manner of women is with me."   (She claimed to be 



having her monthly period.  Like her deceptive father, Rachel deceived 



Laban.)


4.
And he searched but did not find the household idols. 




(Laban seemed more concerned about his idols than the fact his daughters 


and their children were leaving. Idols always become your priority.)


I.
Then Jacob was angry and rebuked Laban.  And Jacob answered and said to 


Laban: 


1.
Jacob's questions:




a.
What is my trespass? 



b.
What is my sin, that you have so hotly pursued me? 



c.
Although you have searched all my things, what part of your 




household things have you found? 


2.
Jacob's call for justice:  Set it here before my brethren and your brethren, 



that they may judge between us both! 


3.
Jacob's case:




These twenty years I have been with you:




a.
Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried their young, 




and I have not eaten the rams of your flock.



b.
That which was torn by beasts I did not bring to you; I bore the loss 



of it. You required it from my hand, whether stolen by day or 




stolen by night. 



c.
There I was! In the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by 




night, and my sleep departed from my eyes. 



d.
Thus I have been in your house twenty years: I served you fourteen 




years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock.




e.
You have changed my wages ten times. 




4.
Unless the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac 



(meaning the one true God of his father Isaac), had been with me, surely 



now you would have sent me away empty-handed. 


5.
God has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands, and rebuked you 



last night.   (Jacob credited God for all with which he had been blessed.)
III.
Laban's covenant with Jacob.  (43-55) 


A.
And Laban answered and said to Jacob:



1.
These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and 


this flock is my flock; all that you see is mine. 


2.
But what can I do this day to these my daughters or to their children whom 


they have borne?  


3.
Now therefore, come, let us make a covenant, you and I, and let it be a 



witness between you and me. 


B.
So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. Then Jacob said to his brethren, 


"Gather stones." And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there on the 


heap. 


1.
Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha (Aaramaic).


2.
Jacob called it Galeed (Hebrew).



(Both of these terms mean "witness heap".) 

C.
And Laban said: "This heap is a witness between you and me this day." 


(It was customary in Old Testament times to set up a visible symbol as a witness 


of agreements that had been made.)


D.
Therefore its name was called Galeed--also Mizpah--because he said:



1.
May the Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one from 



another. 


2.
If you afflict my daughters, or if you take other wives besides my 




daughters, although no man is with us--see, God is witness between you 



and me! 


E.
Then Laban said to Jacob:



1.
Here is this heap and here is this pillar, which I have placed between you 



and me. 


2.
This heap is a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that I will not pass 



beyond this heap to you, and you will not pass beyond this heap and this 



pillar to me, for harm. 


3.
The God of Abraham, the God of Nahor (father of Terah), and the God of 



their father judge between us (Terah was their father). 

F.
And Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac (meaning the one true God). 

G.
Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his brethren to eat 


bread. And they ate bread and stayed all night on the mountain. 

H.
And early in the morning Laban arose, and kissed his sons and daughters and 


blessed them. 

I.
Then Laban departed and returned to his place. 

Study questions on chapter 31:
1.
Using verses 1-21 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What did Jacob overhear Laban's sons saying?




-What did Jacob observe about Laban?




-What did God command Jacob to do?




-Summarize what Jacob told Rachel and Leah regarding how he had been treated 


by Laban.




-Summarize what Jacob told Rachel and Leah regarding what the Angel of God 


had told him.




-Summarize the response of Rachel and Leah to all Jacob shared with them. 




-Using the outline note following point I D 5, summarize the keys to God's 


guidance that are revealed in this passage.




-Who a
nd what did Jacob take with him when he left Padan Aram?




-To where was Jacob and his family going?




-Where was Laban when they departed?  




-What valuable items did Rachel steal?  What was the significance of these items?



-Did Jacob notify Laban of his departure?


2.
Using verses 22-42 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-How many days later was Laban told of Jacob's departure?




-What prompted Jacob to leave without telling Laban? (see verse 31)




-What was Laban's response when he heard Jacob had departed?




-Of what did God warn Laban in a dream?




-What may have been Laban's plan before God gave him this warning?




-Where was Jacob when Laban overtook him?




-Summarize what Laban said to Jacob.




-Summarize Jacob's response to Laban.




-For what did Laban seek?  




-Who had these items?  




-Did Jacob know about the stolen items?




-Did Laban find the items he sought?  Why or why not?  




-Where were the items hidden?




-Using outline point II letter I, summarize what you learn about Jacob through his 


response to Laban.  Consider the questions he asked, his call for justice, the case 


he presented, and his relationship with the Lord.


3.
Using verses 43-55 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Summarize Laban's answer to Jacob. What did Laban propose?



-What did Jacob do in response to Laban's proposition?




-What did Jacob call this place? What did Laban call it?




-What was the meaning of the heap the two men set up? 



-What pledges were made at Galeed/Mizpah?




-Summarize what Laban said regarding his covenant with Jacob.




-By whom did Jacob swear and what does this term mean?




-What occurred after the covenant was confirmed?




-What did Laban do the following morning? 

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 32

1 And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.

2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.

4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my Lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now:

5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my Lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.

6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.

7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands;

8 And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is left shall escape.

9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee:

10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.

11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children.

12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.

13 And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother;

14 Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams,

15 Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals.

16 And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove.

17 And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these before thee?

18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my Lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us.

19 And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him.

20 And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me.

21 So went the present over before him: and himself lodged that night in the company.

22 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok.

23 And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had.

24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there.

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.

31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh.

32 Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank.

Outline 32:
(Preparations for a reunion; wrestling with God.)

I.
Jacob prepares to meet Esau.  (1-23) 


A.
So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 


(Angels are ministering spirits that God dispatches to serve His purposes:  


Hebrews 1:14.)



1.
When Jacob saw them, he said, "This is God's camp." 


2.
And he called the name of that place Mahanaim (meaning "two camps"--



Jacob's and God's).   



B.
Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the 

country of Edom.  And he commanded them, saying: Speak thus to my Lord Esau: 

Thus your servant Jacob says: 


1.
I have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now.


2.
I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants.



3.
And I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find favor in your sight. 


C.
Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying: "We came to your brother Esau, 


and he also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him." 

D.
So Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed:



1.
And he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds 



and camels, into two companies. 


2.
And he said, "If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the 



other company which is left will escape." 



(Jacob places his favorite wife and sons in the back.)


E.
Then Jacob said: 



1.
Oh God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the Lord who 



said to me, 'Return to your country and to your family, and I will deal well 



with you':  


2.
I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the 
truth which 



You have shown Your servant.  (For the first time recorded in scripture, 



Jacob acknowledges that he might be a sinner in God's sight!)


3.
For I crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have become two 



companies. 


4.
Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; 



for I fear him, lest he come and attack me and the mothers with the 




children. 


5.
For You said, 'I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as 



the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.' 




(A pattern for prayer:  Jacob reminded God of His promises, His 




covenant, and His care for him.)


F.
So he lodged there that same night, and took what came to his hand as a present 


for Esau his brother: 


1.
Two hundred female goats and twenty male goats.



2.
Two hundred ewes and twenty rams.



3.
Thirty milk camels with their colts.



4.
Forty cows and ten bulls.



5.
Twenty female donkeys and ten foals. 

G.
Then he delivered them to the hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said 


to his servants, "Pass over before me, and put some distance between successive 


droves." 


1.
And he commanded the first one, saying: "When Esau my brother meets 



you and asks you, saying, 'To whom do you belong, and where are you 



going? Whose are these gifts coming ahead of you?'  then you shall say, 



'They are your servant Jacob's. It is a present sent to my Lord Esau; and 



behold, he also is behind us.'" 


2.
So he commanded the second, the third, and all who followed the droves, 



saying: "In this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him  and  



say: 'Behold, your servant Jacob is behind us.'" 


3.
For Jacob said, "I will appease him with the present that goes before me, 



and afterward I will see his face.  Perhaps he will accept me." 


4.
So the present went on over before him, but he himself lodged that night in 


the camp. 


H.
And he arose that night and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his 


eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of Jabbok.  He took them, sent them over 


the brook, and sent over what he had. 
II.
Wrestling with God.  (24-32)


(Laban was behind him.  Esau was ahead of him. Jacob was in a difficult place where, at 
last, his life could be changed.)


A.
Then Jacob was left alone, and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. 

1.
Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the 



socket of his hip.  (This supernatural being is presumed to be an 




appearance of the Angel of the Lord--Jesus Christ.)


2.
And the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. 

B.
And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks."  

C.
But he said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!" 



(Jacob is no longer wrestling with God.  He is clinging.)


D.
So He said to him, "What is your name?" He said, "Jacob".  (Jacob means 



supplanter, schemer, trickster. That one word--his name--was a confession of his 


character.  Years earlier, Jacob had been asked for his name and he lied. He said 


he was Esau.  Here, he confesses who he really is and God changes him.  You 


cannot be changed unless you confess who you really are--a sinner in need of a 


sovereign change.  If you would receive change and the blessing of God, you must 

come to Him as you are--with all your sins and failings--and your name shall no 


longer be called Jacob.) 


E.
And He said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob (deceiver), but Israel; 


for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed."   (Israel 


means "a prince, a contender with God.")

F.
Then Jacob asked, saying, "Tell me Your name, I pray."


G.
And He said, "Why is it that you ask about My name?" And He blessed him there. 


(Meaning--you should know my name and with whom you are contending.)


H.
So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: "For I have seen God face-to-face, 


and my life is preserved."   (He actually had not seen God's face, but Jacob knew 


that he had been confronted by God Himself in an unusual and supernatural 


way.)

I.
Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip.  


Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not eat the muscle that shrank, 


which is on the hip socket, because He touched the socket of Jacob's hip in the 


muscle that shrank. 

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ON GENESIS 32
Breakthrough At Jabbok
As a person, Jacob doesn't(t seem to fit in with the sterling characters of Abraham and Isaac. His name meant "grabber, supplanter, trickster" because from before birth he was a manipulator.  He wrestled with his brother in the womb, took his brother's heel during labor trying to prevent him from being born first, and later stole his birthright and blessing.  He had wrestled for his identity since the womb! 
In this chapter, Jacob is left alone at Jabbok.  The name "Jabbok" means a place of change, passing over, and breakthrough.  Whenever you are left alone, it is for a purpose.  God is getting ready to do something in your life.  God puts you in isolation to birth revelation.  Here he was: Laban behind him, Esau ahead.  When you are between a rock and hard place, that is when God can move in your life.  Obstacles become God's opportunities to work.  God will wrestle with you--your attitudes, flesh, and sin--until He accomplishes His purposes in you. He will be there through the darkness of the night until dawn breaks.  
It was the breaking of Jacob's natural strength at Peniel that brought him to the place where God could clothe him with spiritual power.  Jacob had run from home, from Laban--but now he is no longer running physically or spiritually.  God touched him at the point of his greatest natural strength in order to deal with his flesh.  God knows how to touch you so you will stop running and start clinging.  Jacob found out you don(t enter into the blessing by wrestling, but by clinging.  There is a time to transition from wrestling  prayer to clinging prayer--holding on to the promises of God and ceasing to wrestle. 
Years earlier, Jacob had been asked for his name and he lied. He said he was Esau.  Here, he confesses who he really is and God changes him.  You cannot be changed unless you confess who you really are--a sinner in need of a sovereign change.  If you would receive change and the blessing of God, you must come to Him as you are--with all your sins and failings--and your name shall no 
longer be called Jacob. 

Israel--the new Jacob--was born in a wrestling match.  Most people are born into the Kingdom of God at the end of a spiritual wrestling match with the Holy Spirit convicting them of sin. When Jacob left Peniel, he had a new relationship with God, a new name, and a new walk--both spiritually and physically.  Are you crippled in some area?  It is a reminder of the inadequacy of self and the power of God.  When Jacob left that place, his walk was that of a God-conquered man.  You may be broken, but when you are weak, then you are strong (2 Corinthians 7:10).


The steps to Jacob's life-changing experience included:

Return:  He had to return to the place where stepped out of will of God (Genesis 3l:13).

Where did you begin to stray from the path?  You must return there.


 Release:  He had to release to God his  greatest strength in the natural:  His ability to 
run. You, too, must surrender to God your greatest natural strength--your flesh. Your 
human 
effort must be crippled.

 Reject:  Jacob had to reject the old and embrace the new--a new name and a new life.  
The Angel of the Lord asked Jacob, "What is your name.?"  This required him to confess 
who he was--Jacob, a supplanter and manipulator.  What is your name spiritually?  You 
must face the reality of who you are and what you have become.  What is your spiritual 
condition before God?  You must let God change your life, your walk, and your identity--
just as He did for Jacob.

 
Relate:  At Jabbok, Jacob experienced a relationship with God instead of religion.

God was constantly at work in Jacob's life and He at work in your life as well: 

Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until  the day of Jesus Christ.  (Philippians l:6)
You can either cooperate with process or rebel and waste years as did Jacob:


And Jacob said...the days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years; 
few and evil have the days of the years of my life been...(Genesis 47:9)
Few and evil described Jacob's life. What describes your life today?

For additional study on Jacob, see the biographical summary in the supplementary studies section.

Study questions on chapter 32:
1.
Using verses 1-23 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Who met Jacob as he was on his way to meet Esau?




-What declaration did Jacob make when he saw them?




-What did Jacob name the place and what did it mean?




-Summarize the message Jacob sent to Esau.




-What news did Jacob's messengers share upon their return?




-What was Jacob's emotional response to this news? 




-How did Jacob organize his family and what was his reasoning?




-Summarize Jacob's prayer.




-What presents did Jacob prepare for Esau and what did he tell his servants to do 


with gifts?




-What were the servants to answer when they were questioned by Esau?




-Where did Jacob lodge that night?




-What did Jacob do with his wives, sons, and female servants?  



-Where did Jacob remain?


2.
Using verses 24-32 and outline point II, answer the following questions regarding what 
happened to Jacob that night.




-Who wrestled together?




-As the day was breaking, what did the Angel of the Lord command Jacob to do 


and what was Jacob's response?



-What question was asked by the Angel of the Lord and what was Jacob's answer?



-What new name was given to Jacob and what did it mean?




-What did Jacob ask the Angel of the Lord and how was his question answered?    




-What did Jacob call the name of the place where these events occurred and what 


did that name mean?




-What did Jacob do as the sun rose?  What physical change had occurred in his


body and how did the nation of Israel commemorate that event in the future?


3,
Using the final outline note in this chapter:




-Summarize what you learn about the new "Jacob".




-List the steps Jacob went through to enter into his new relationship with God.


-Apply what you learn in this note to your own spiritual life.

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 33

1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.

2 And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.

3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.

5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant.

6 Then the handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves.

7 And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves.

8 And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my Lord.

9 And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself.

10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me.

11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it.

12 And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee.

13 And he said unto him, My Lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if men should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die.

14 Let my Lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth before me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my Lord unto Seir.

15 And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in the sight of my Lord.

16 So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir.

17 And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and made booths for his cattle: therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.

18 And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram; and pitched his tent before the city.

19 And he bought a parcel of a field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money.

20 And he erected there an altar, and called it El-elohe-Israel.

Outline 33:

(Jacob and Esau are reunited. )

I.
Jacob and Esau meet.  (1-11) 


A.
Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, and there, Esau was coming, and with him 


were four hundred men. 


1.
So he divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two maidservants. 

2.
And he put the maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her 



children behind, and Rachel and Joseph last.   (Jacob showed preference 



for Rachel and Joseph by putting them last where, if Esau attacked the 



first groups, they would have an opportunity to escape.  Although Jacob 



has received a supernatural change, he still has much to learn regarding 



trusting God.)


3.
Then he crossed over the stream before them and bowed himself to the 



ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 


B.
But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, 

and they wept. 


1.
And Esau lifted his eyes and saw the women and children, and said, "Who 



are these with you?"



2.
So Jacob said, "The children whom God has graciously given your 




servant."  





a.
Then the maidservants came near, they and their children, and 




bowed down. 



b.
And Leah also came near with her children, and they bowed down. 



c.
Afterward Joseph and Rachel came near, and they bowed down. 


C.
Then Esau said: "What do you mean by all this company (servants and gifts) 


which I met?"
And Jacob said: "These are to find favor in the sight of my Lord." 


D.
But Esau said: "I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself." 



(Esau no longer cared what his brother had stolen, for he was prosperous 



materially and the spiritual heritage Jacob had stolen had no significance to 


him.)


E.
And Jacob said:



1.
No, please, if I have now found favor in your sight, then receive my 



present from my hand, inasmuch as I have seen your face as though I had 



seen the face of God and you were pleased with me.  (Jacob recognized in 



Esau's face that God had changed his attitude towards him.) 


2.
Please, take my blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt 



graciously with me, and because I have enough.

F.
So he urged him, and he took it.  
II.
The journey to Canaan.  (12-17)

A.
Then Esau said, "Let us take our journey.  Let us go, and I will go before you." 


B.
But Jacob said to him:



1.
My lord knows that the children are weak, and the flocks and herds which 



are nursing are with me. And if the men should drive them hard one day, 



all the flock will die.


2.
Please let my lord go on ahead before his servant. I will lead on slowly at 



a pace which the livestock that go before me, and the children, are able to 



endure, until I come to my lord in Seir. 


C.
And Esau said: "Now let me leave with you some of the people who are with me."


D.
But he said, "What need is there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord." 

E.
So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 

F.
And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, built himself a house, and made booths for his 


livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth (booths).   


(There is no record that Jacob ever went to visit his 
brother in Mt. Seir as he promised.  
God's command was that Jacob return to Bethel and to Isaac: Genesis 31:13.  Instead, 
Jacob tarried at Succoth and settled near Shechem.)
III.
Jacob arrives in Canaan.  (18-20) 


A.
Then Jacob came safely from Padan Aram to the city of Shechem, which is in the 


land of Canaan.  And he pitched his tent before the city. 

B.
And he bought the parcel of land where he had pitched his tent from the children 


of Hamor, Shechem's father, for one hundred pieces of money. 

C.
Then he erected an altar there and called it El Elohe Israel (Meaning "God, the 


God of Israel."  Jacob was actually supposed to go to Bethel where God had 


directed him. The altar should have been erected there.  Jacob's stop in Shechem 


would prove disastrous.)
Study questions on chapter 33:
1.
Using verses 1-11 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What did Jacob see when he lifted up his eyes?




-What was Jacob's response to this?




-What did Jacob do when he met his brother?




-What did Esau do when he met Jacob?




-What question did Esau ask and what was Jacob's response?




-For what purpose had Jacob sent gifts to Esau, and what was Esau's response to 


his generosity?



-What did Jacob finally persuade Esau to do?


2.
Using verses  12-17 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What suggestion did Esau make regarding the remaining journey?




-What was Jacob's response to Esau's plan?  What did Jacob suggest instead?




-To where did Esau return?




-To where did Jacob journey?


3.
Using verses 18-20 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Where did Jacob settle?




-From whom did Jacob purchase land?




-What did Jacob erect, what did he name it, and what was the meaning of the 


name?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 34

1 And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land.

2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled her.

3 And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel.

4 And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife.

5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: now his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they were come.

6 And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him.

7 And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter; which thing ought not to be done.

8 And Hamor communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife.

9 And make ye marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you.

10 And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein.

11 And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give.

12 Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.

13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister:

14 And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us:

15 But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be circumcised;

16 Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one people.

17 But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone.

18 And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son.

19 And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was more honourable than all the house of his father.

20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying,

21 These men are peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters.

22 Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, as they are circumcised.

23 Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us.

24 And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city.

25 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males.

26 And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out.

27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister.

28 They took their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field,

29 And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house.

30 And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house.

31 And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot?

Outline 34:
(Tragedy at Shechem.)

I.
Dinah is defiled.  (1-5) 


A.
Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see 


the daughters of the land in Shechem.  (Jacob's daughter was attracted to the 


sinful world in which he had settled and she went to check it out.  If Jacob had 


settled in Bethel where God had directed him, the incidents in this chapter 
would 


not have occurred.) 

B.
And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, 


he took her and lay with her, and violated her.  (The Hivites were early inhabitants 

of Syria and Canaan and were descendants of Canaan, one of Ham's sons.)

C.
His soul was strongly attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, he loved the 


young woman, and he spoke kindly to the her. So Shechem spoke to his father 


Hamor, saying, "Get me this young woman as a wife." 


D.
And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter. Now his sons were with 


his livestock in the field, so Jacob held his peace until they came. 
II.
An appeal by Hamor.  (6-12)


A.
Then Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him.

B.
And the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it; and the men 


were grieved and very angry, because Shechem had done a disgraceful thing in 


Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter, a thing which ought not to be done.   (This is 

the first use of the word "Israel" to describe Jacob's descendants who were later 


to become the leaders of the tribes of Israel.)

C.
But Hamor spoke with them, saying:



1.
The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. 


2.
Please give her to him as a wife.


3.
Make marriages with us, give your daughters to us, and take our 




daughters to yourselves.


4.
So you shall dwell with us, and the land shall be before you. Dwell and 



trade in it, and acquire possessions for yourselves in it.   (Hamor's appeal 



was that merging their people would benefit everyone economically.  



There was no apology or confession of wrongdoing regarding Dinah.)

D.
Then Shechem said to her father and her brothers:



1.
Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give.


2.
Ask me ever so much dowry and marriage gift, and I will give according to 


what you say to me.



3.
Just give me the young woman as a wife. 


(The brothers felt even more insulted by the "name your price" attitude of the men 

of Shechem.)

III.
A deceitful plan.  (13-24)


A.
But the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father, and spoke 



deceitfully, because he had defiled Dinah their sister.  And they said to them:



1.
We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, 



for that would be a reproach to us. 


2.
But on this condition we will consent to you: If you will become as we are, 


if every male of you is circumcised,  then we will give our daughters to 



you, we will take your daughters to us, we will dwell with you, and we 



will become one people. 


3.
But if you will not heed us and be circumcised, then we will take our 



daughter and be gone. 


B.
And their words pleased Hamor and Shechem, Hamor's son. 


1.
So the young man (Shechem) did not delay to do the thing, because he 



delighted in Jacob's daughter. 


2.
He was more honorable than all the household of his father.  (He ranked 



first in the household and was a man of his word, so he was circumcised 



first.)

C.
And Hamor and Shechem his son came to the gate of their city (where legal 


matters were decided), and spoke with the men of their city, saying: 


1.
These men are at peace with us. 


2.
Therefore let them dwell in the land and trade in it. 


3.
For indeed the land is large enough for them. 


4.
Let us take their daughters to us as wives, and let us give them our 




daughters. 


5.
Only on this condition will the men consent to dwell with us, to be one 



people: If every male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 


6.
Will not their livestock, their property, and every animal of theirs be ours? 


7.
Only let us consent to them, and they will dwell with us.

D.
And all who went out of the gate of his city heeded Hamor and Shechem his son; 


every male was circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city. 
IV.
The sin of Jacob's sons.  (25-31)

A.
Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain from the 



circumcision, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi--Dinah's brothers-- 


each took his sword and came boldly upon the city and killed all the males.  


1.
And they killed Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, 



and took Dinah from Shechem's house, and went out. 


2.
The sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the city because 



their sister had been defiled. 


3.
They took their sheep, their oxen, and their donkeys--what was in the city 



and what was in the field; all their wealth; all their little ones and their 



wives; and they plundered even all that was in the houses. 


(Sin affects future generations:  Abraham and Isaac had both practiced deception 


regarding their wives.  Jacob deceived his father Israel.  Now Jacob's sons 


deceived the men of Shechem.)


B.
Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi:



1.
You have troubled me by making me obnoxious among the inhabitants of 



the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites.



2.
Since I am few in number, they will gather themselves together against me 


and kill me. 


3.
I shall be destroyed, my household and I. 


(Jacob's concern was all about himself.  Note the many uses of the word "I" and 


"me" in this passage.  He didn't rebuke his sons for their cruelty, nor did he 


express sorrow because his testimony before the people of the land had been 


ruined.  What good was it for him to build an altar if his family acted like the 


heathen people around them? His concern is about himself, not the spiritual 


ramifications of what had occurred and the fact that it was a great sin in God's 


sight.)


C.
But they said, "Should he treat our sister like a harlot?" 



(You cannot justify your sin by the fact that someone sinned against you.)

(Why is this chapter included in the Bible?  It teaches that anger, rage, and revenge are sinful and never accomplish God's purposes.  It also confirms the importance of being in the place  where God has directed you rather than that of your own choosing. Jacob should have gone to Bethel as God had directed.)

Study questions on chapter 34:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Where did the events in this chapter occur?




-Who was Dinah?




-What did Dinah decide to do?




-Summarize what happened to Dinah. 




-Who was Shechem?




-What did Shechem express after he had committed the offence against Dinah?




-What was Jacob's response when he heard what had happened between Shechem 


and Dinah?

2.
Using verses 6-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Who came to speak with Jacob concerning the matter?




-What was the response of Jacob's sons when they heard what had happened?




-Summarize what Hamor told Jacob and his sons.  What did he request and why?




-What did Shechem add to Hamor's request?


3.
Using verses 13-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What was the response of Jacob's sons to the appeals of Shechem and Hamor?  


-What did they insist they do?




-Summarize what Hamor and Shechem told the men of the city regarding the 


request made by Jacob's sons.

4.
Using verses 25-31 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What did the sons of Jacob do on the third day after the men of Shechem had 


been circumcised? 



-What was Jacob's response to Simeon and Levi?




-What was Jacob's main concern?  (outline note in IV B 3)




-What was the response of Simeon and Levi as recorded in verse 31? 
5.
How had the evil environment of Shechem affected Jacob's family?

6.
Using the closing outline note, explain why this chapter is included in the Bible.
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 35

1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother.

2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments:

3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.

4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem.

5 And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob.

6 So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were with him.

7 And he built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother.

8 But Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name of it was called Allon-bachuth.

9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, and blessed him.

10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel.

11 And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;

12 And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land.

13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him.

14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon.

15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel.

16 And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour.

17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also.

18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Ben-oni: but his father called him Benjamin.

19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.

20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.

21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar.

22 And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:

23 The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun:

24 The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin:

25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali:

26 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid; Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padan-aram.

27 And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned.

28 And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years.

29 And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Outline 35:

(Jacob returns to Bethel;  Reuben's sin; Rachel dies;  Isaac dies.)

I.
Jacob returns to Bethel.  (1-8) 


A.
Then God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make an 


altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau your 


brother."   (Jacob had been living in Shechem, stopping short of where God had 


directed him to go.  The only way to get out of the world is to separate from it!)

B.
And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him:



1.
Put away the foreign gods that are among you.



2.
Purify yourselves.



3.
Change your garments.  


(Steps to spiritual renewal:  Casting off the works of wickedness; washing 



yourself by confessing your sin for cleansing by the blood of Jesus; and changing 


your spiritual garments.)

C.
Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to 



God, who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me in 



the way which I have gone. (He returned to where he had met God in the past.)

D.
So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which were in their hands and the 



earrings which were in their ears and Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree 


which was by Shechem.   (Rebekah had stolen the household idols when they left 


Laban's home.  Idols from their old life were buried and a new life begun.  Be 


sure that you rid yourself of the idols associated with your past as you enter into 


your new life with God. The earrings were most likely charms believed to ward off 

evil.  Do a spiritual housecleaning of your home as well.  Do you have any 


ungodly music? Pictures?  Books?  Movies?)

E.
And they journeyed, and the terror of God was upon the cities that were all around 

them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.  (Note that the terror of God 


protected them from the enemy after they had cleansed themselves of idolatry.)

F.
So Jacob came to Luz--that is, Bethel, which is in the land of Canaan--he and all 


the people who were with him. 


1.
And he built an altar there and called the place El Bethel, because there 



God appeared to him when he fled from the face of his brother. 



2.
Now Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died and was buried below Bethel 




under the terebinth tree. 


3.
So the name of it was called Allon Bachuth (the oak of weeping).   

II.
God appears to Jacob.  (9-15)


A.
Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan Aram, and blessed 


him. And God said to him:



1.
Your name is Jacob.



2.
Your name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your 



name.


3.
 So He called his name Israel. 


(Jacob may have thought that he had forfeited the blessing due to the tragedy at 


Shechem, so God renewed His promises through a reminder of his new 



name and nature.)


B.
God said to him:


1.
I am God Almighty. 


2.
Be fruitful and multiply:




a.
A nation and a company of nations shall proceed 






from you.




b.
Kings shall come from your body.


3.
The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to you and to your 



descendants after you.


(God reconfirmed the promises of descendants and the land.)


C.
Then God went up from him in the place where He talked with him.

D.
So Jacob set up a pillar of stone in the place where He talked with him, 



and he poured a drink offering on it, and he poured oil on it.  (Pouring out a drink 


offering was symbolic of pouring out one's life to the Lord.  Oil indicates 



anointing.)

E.
And Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, Bethel. 


(Bethel means the "house of God".  "El Bethel" means "the God of the house of 


God".  It is not the place that is significant, but the God of the place.)
 III.
Rachel dies.  (16-20) 


A.
Then they journeyed from Bethel. 

B.
And when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath, Rachel labored in 


childbirth, and she had hard labor. 


1.
Now it came to pass, when she was in hard labor, that the midwife said to 



her, "Do not fear; you will have this son also." 


2.
And so it was, as her soul was departing--for she died--that she called his 



name Ben-Oni  (meaning "son of my sorrow"); but his father called him 



Benjamin ("meaning son of the right hand").   

C.
So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath--that is, Bethlehem. 

D.
And Jacob set a pillar on her grave, which is the pillar of Rachel's grave to this 


day. 
IV.
Reuben's sin.  (21-22)


A.
Then Israel journeyed and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.

B.
And it happened, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben (Jacob's oldest son) 


went and lay (had sexual relations) with Bilhah, his father's concubine.


C.
And Israel heard about it.



(Not only was this morally wrong because it was adultery, but for a son to take a 


father's wife in this way was a declaration of rebellion and making a claim that he 

now was head 
of the family.  Later on, Reuben's sin deprived him of the rights of 


the firstborn: Genesis 48-49.)

V.
Jacob's sons.  (22-26) 


Now the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Padan Aram were twelve:

A.
The sons of Leah were Reuben--Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, 


Issachar, and Zebulun.


B.
The sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin.


C.
The sons of Bilhah, Rachel's maidservant, were Dan and Naphtali.


D.
The sons of Zilpah, Leah's maidservant, were Gad and Asher. 

(These men--despite their spiritual weaknesses--were chosen by the sovereignty of God to 
head the tribes of His people, Israel.  The choice was not based on their worthiness.  Our 
salvation and calling, as well, are not based on our worthiness but on His sovereign 
grace.)

VI.
Isaac's death.  (27-29)

A.
Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kirjath Arba--that is, Hebron, 


where Abraham and Isaac had dwelt. 

B.
Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and eighty years. 

C.
So Isaac breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people, being old and 


full of days. 

D.
And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 



(This confirms that the reconciliation between Esau and Jacob was genuine.)
Study questions on chapter 35:

1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Where did God direct Jacob to go?




-What did God direct Jacob to do when he arrived there?




-What three directives did Jacob give to his household.  Apply these spiritually.




-What was the response of the entire household to these directives?





-What was upon the cities around them as they journeyed?  How did this protect 


them?




-What did Jacob do when he arrived at Luz?  What was another name for Luz?




-What had previously occurred at Luz that greatly affected Jacob's life?




-Who died and was buried near this location?


2.
Using verses 9-15 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Summarize what God said about Jacob's name.




-What did God say about Himself?




-What commands did God give Jacob?




-What promises did God reconfirm to Jacob?  Compare these to those given to 


Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3; 15:17-21; 17:1-8; and 22:15-18.




-What did Jacob do when God finished talking with him?




-What did Jacob call the place and what did the name mean?


3.
Using verses 16-20 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-How did Rachel die?




-What did the midwife tell Rachel?




-Who was born to Rachel and what does his name mean?




-Where was Rachel buried and how did Jacob mark her grave?


4.
Using verses 21-22 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-Where did Israel (Jacob) pitch his tent next?




-What vile sin did Reuben commit?




-Using the outline note following point IV C, explain the eventual results of 


Reuben's sin.


5.
Using verses 22-26 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-How many sons were born to Jacob in Padan Aram?




-What were the names of Leah's sons?




-What were the names of Rachel's sons?




-What were the names of Bilhah's sons?




-What were the names of Zilpah's sons?


6.
Using verses  27-29 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.




-Where did Jacob go and with whom was he reunited?




-How old was Isaac when he died?




-Who buried Isaac?   

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 36

1 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom.

2 Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;

3 And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth.

4 And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare Reuel;

5 And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan.

6 And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother Jacob.

7 For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were strangers could not bear them because of their cattle.

8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom.

9 And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in mount Seir:

10 These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau.

11 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.

12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife.

13 And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife.

14 And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah.

15 These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz,

16 Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these were the sons of Adah.

17 And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife.

18 And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were the dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife.

19 These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah,

21 And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom.

22 And the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna.

23 And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

24 And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.

25 And the children of Anah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah.

26 And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran.

27 The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan.

28 The children of Dishan are these: Uz, and Aran.

29 These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah,

30 Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes in the land of Seir.

31 And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the children of Israel.

32 And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of his city was Dinhabah.

33 And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead.

34 And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani reigned in his stead.

35 And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Avith.

36 And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead.

37 And Samlah died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead.

38 And Saul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his stead.

39 And Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pau; and his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.

40 And these are the names of the dukes that came of Esau, according to their families, after their places, by their names; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth,

41 Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon,

42 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar,

43 Duke Magdiel, duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, according to their habitations in the land of their possession: he is Esau the father of the Edomites.

Outline 36:

(Genealogy of Esau.  The Edomites, who descended from Esau, were hostile to the Israelites throughout Old Testament times.)

I.
Esau's family.  (1-14) 


(See 1 Chronicles 1:35-42.  His genealogy is presented to confirm God's promise that he 
too would be a father of nations: Genesis 25:23.  Esau was father of the Edomites.)


Now this is the genealogy of Esau, who is Edom. 

A.
Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan: 


1.
Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, 



the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite;  and Basemath, Ishmael's daughter, 



sister of Nebajoth. 


2.
Now Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau; and Basemath bore Reuel; and 




Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. 


3.
These were the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan. 



(Esau took wives from outside of the household of faith.  Not only was it 



polygamy, which was not pleasing to God, but he was unequally yoked with 


unbelievers: 2 Corinthians 6:14-15.)


B.
Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the persons of his 


household, his cattle and all his animals, and all his goods which he had gained in 


the land of Canaan, and went to a country away from the presence of his brother 


Jacob. 


1.
For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together, and the 



land where they were strangers could not support them because of their 



livestock.


2.
So Esau dwelt in Mount Seir--Esau is Edom. 



(Esau settled in Edom, not the Promised Land.)


C.
And this is the genealogy of Esau the father of the Edomites in Mount Seir.


1.
These were the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz, the son of Adah the wife of 



Esau; and Reuel, the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 


2.
The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 



3.
Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, Esau's son, and she bore Amalek to 



Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, Esau's wife. 



4.
These were the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 



These were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. 



5.
These were the sons of Aholibamah, Esau's wife, the daughter of Anah, 



the daughter of Zibeon. And she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. 

II.
The chiefs of Edom.  (15-19) 


These were the chiefs of the sons of Esau, who is Edom: 

A.
These were the sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn son of Esau: Chief Teman, Chief 


Omar, 
Chief Zepho, Chief Kenaz, Chief Korah, Chief Gatam, and Chief Amalek. 


1.
These were the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. 


2.
They were the sons of Adah. 


B.
These were the sons of Reuel, Esau's son: Chief Nahath, Chief Zerah, Chief 


Shammah, and Chief Mizzah. 


1.
These were the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom. 


2.
These were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. 


C.
And these were the sons of Aholibamah, Esau's wife: Chief Jeush, Chief Jaalam, 


and Chief Korah. These were the chiefs who descended from Aholibamah, Esau's 


wife, the daughter of Anah. 
III.
The sons of Seir.  (20-30) 


A.
These were the sons of Seir the Horite who inhabited the land: Lotan, Shobal, 


Zibeon, Anah,  Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites, 


the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom. 


B.
And the sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam. Lotan's sister was Timna. 


C.
These were the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 


D.
These were the sons of Zibeon: Both Ajah and Anah. 


1.
This was the Anah who found the water in the wilderness as he pastured 



the donkeys of his father Zibeon.


2.
 These were the children of Anah: Dishon and Aholibamah the daughter of 


Anah. 


E.
These were the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.

F.
These were the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.  

G.
These were the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 


H.
These were the chiefs of the Horites: 


1.
Chief Lotan, Chief Shobal, Chief Zibeon, Chief Anah, Chief Dishon, 



Chief Ezer, and Chief Dishan. 


2.
These were the chiefs of the Horites, according to their chiefs in the land 



of Seir. 

IV.
The kings of Edom.  (31-39) 


Now these were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over 
the children of Israel: 

A.
Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the name of his city was Dinhabah.  
B.
When Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 

C.
When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place.

D.
When Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, who attacked Midian in the 



field of Moab, reigned in his place. And the name of his city was Avith. 

E.
When Hadad died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.

F.
When Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in his place. 

G.
When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place.

H.
When Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor died, Hadar reigned in his place.



1.
And the name of his city was Pau. 


2.
His wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of 



Mezahab. 

V.
The chiefs of Esau.  (40- 43)

A.
These were the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their families and 


their places, by their names: 


1.
Chief Timnah, Chief Alvah, Chief Jetheth, Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah, 


Chief Pinon, Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, Chief Magdiel, 



and Chief Iram. 


2.
These were the chiefs of Edom, according to their dwelling places in the 



land of their possession. 

B.
Esau was the father of the Edomites. 

(This chapter is the family history of the line of Esau. They gained earthly prominence, but their memory lasted only a few generations. Eventually, the nation of Edom which Esau founded became an object of God's judgment:  See the book of Obadiah. Esau had a large family and material blessings, but Jacob possessed the covenant blessings from the Lord.)
Study questions on chapter 36:
1.
Using verses 1-14 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-What nationality were the wives of Esau?




-What were the names of Esau's wives?




-Where did Esau take his family and why?




-Of whom is Esau called "the father"?


2.
Whose genealogy is given in verses 15-19?


3.
Whose genealogy is given in verses 20-30?


4.
Whose genealogy is recorded in verses 31-39?

5.
Whose genealogy is given in verses 40-43?


6.
Using the final outline note in this chapter, answer the following questions:




-What is the subject of this chapter?




-What do you learn about Esau's descendants?




-What eventually happened to the Edomites?

7.
Read the book of Obadiah--which is one chapter.  Record what you learn about the 
Edomites.

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 37

1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan.

2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more.

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed:

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?

11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.

12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem.

13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I.

14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.

15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou?

16 And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks.

17 And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan.

18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.

19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh.

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams.

21 And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him.

22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him;

24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it.

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt.

26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood?

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were content.

28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.

29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes.

30 And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?

31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood;

32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no.

33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.

34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days.

35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.

36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the guard.

Outline 37:
(This chapter through the conclusion of Genesis records the story of Joseph.  Read these chapters to obtain an overview of his life prior to studying the outlines.  This chapter concerns Joseph's dreams and how he was sold into slavery.)

I.
Introduction. (1-2) 


A.
Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of 


Canaan. 

B.
This is the history of Jacob (and his sons).

II.
Joseph's dreams.  (2-11)

A.
Jacob's son Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his 


brothers. 


1.
And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah (Dan and Naphtali) and the sons 



of Zilpah (Gad and Asher), his father's wives.



2.
And Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father.   (The text does not 



indicate what the bad report was, only that it fueled his brothers' hatred of 


him.)

B.
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his 


old age, and he made him a tunic of many colors. But when his brothers saw that 


their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not 


even speak peaceably to him. 


(This special garment was not only beautiful and indicated that he was his 


father's favorite, but wearing it excused Joseph from certain jobs that his brothers 

were required to do.  It was a garment of privilege and status.  Joseph was the 


son of Jacob's favorite wife, Rachel.  Jacob should have known the problems that 


partiality can create from his own family history, as he was favored by his 



mother, Rebekah, and his brother Esau was Isaac's favorite.)


C.
Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers, and they hated him even 


more.  




1.
So he said to them: Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 



a.
There we brothers were, binding sheaves in the field. 



b.
Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright.




c.
And indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my 




sheaf.   (This is fulfilled in Genesis 42:6; 43:26; and 44:14.)


2.
And his brothers said to him:




a.
Shall you indeed reign over us? 



b.
Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?


3.
So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 


D.
Then Joseph dreamed still another dream.



1.
He told it to his brothers, and said:




a.
Look, I have dreamed another dream. 



b.
And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down 



to me. 



2.
So he told it to his father and his brothers, and his father rebuked him and 



said to him:




a.
What is this dream that you have dreamed? 



b.
Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow 




down to the earth before you?   (Revelation 12:1 speaks of the 




stars, moon, and sun representing the family of Israel.)


3.
And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in 



mind.  


(These dreams were prophetic revelations from God, but they were rejected by his 

brothers.  Just
because you receive a revelation does not mean it is the time to 


share it or that it should be shared with everyone.)

III.
Joseph is sold into slavery.  (12-28) 


A.
Then his brothers went to feed their father's flock in Shechem.


1.
And Israel said to Joseph:




a.
Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? 



b.
Come, I will send you to them.



2.
So Joseph said to him, "Here I am." 



3.
Then he said to him, "Please go and see if it is well with your brothers and 



well with the flocks, and bring back word to me." 


4.
So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem. 


B.
Now a certain man found him, and there he was, lost and wandering in the field. 


1.
And the man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?" 



2.
So he said:




a.
I am seeking my brothers. 



b.
Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks. 



3.
And the man said:




a.
They have departed from here.




b.
I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' 


4.
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. 


(Some unanswered questions:  Why were the brothers feeding the flocks so far 


from home and so near to danger in Shechem?  Also, knowing the brothers' 


hatred for Joseph, why did Jacob send him on this errand? This may not make 


sense in the natural, but it was all in the providence of God.)  


C.
Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired 


against him to kill him.  Then they said to one another:



1.
Look, this dreamer is coming! 


2.
Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; and we 



shall say, 'Some wild beast has devoured him.' 


3.
We shall see what will become of his dreams! 


D.
But Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands and said:



1.
Let us not kill him.


2.
Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do 


not lay a hand on him.



He said this so that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to 

his father. 


E.
So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers:



1.
They stripped Joseph of his tunic of many colors that was on him. 



(The enemy wants to strip you of the assurance you have of your Father's 



favor.) 



2.
Then they took him and cast him into an empty pit with no water.  (Satan 



wants to deprive you of the water of life and take you captive in an empty 



pit of this world.) 


3.
And they sat down to eat a meal.  (Genesis 42:21 reveals that Joseph 



pleaded with his brothers to release him as they were eating.  They had 



rejected Joseph's position, his person, and his pleas.)

F.
Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of Ishmaelites, 


coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their 


way to carry them down to Egypt. 


1.
So Judah said to his brothers:




a.
What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood?  



b.
Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites.




c.
Let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh.


2.
And his brothers listened.


3.
Then Midianite traders passed by:




a.
So the brothers pulled Joseph up and 
lifted him out of the pit, and 




sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver.



b.
And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

IV.
A deceitful plan.  (29-35)


A.
Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he tore 


his clothes.  (An expression of grief.)  And he returned to his brothers and said, 


"The lad is no more; and I, where shall I go?"  (Reuben was already in disfavor 


for having slept with his father's concubine.  As the oldest son, he would have 


been held responsible for Joseph's welfare.) 

B.
So they took Joseph's tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the 


blood. Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father 


and said: "We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son's tunic or 


not?"  

C.
And Jacob recognized it and said:



1.
It is my son's tunic. 


2.
A wild beast has devoured him. 


3.
Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.


(Jacob had deceived his father and now he is deceived. Jacob had used a goat to 


deceive Isaac in order to get the blessing: Genesis 27:5-17.  Now a goat is used to 

deceive him. The biblical principle is
that you reap what you sow: Galatians 6:7.)


D.
Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son 


many days.   (Sackcloth and tearing one's clothing were signs of grief.)


1.
And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he refused 



to be comforted.



2.
And he said, "For I shall go down into the grave (the place of the dead) 



to my son in mourning." 


3.
Thus his father wept for him. 
V.
Joseph is sold into Egypt.  (36)

Now the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain 
of the guard. 

Study questions on chapter 37:
1.
According to the opening outline note, what is the subject of this chapter through the conclusion of Genesis?


2.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Where did Jacob dwell?




-How is Jacob described?




-Whose history do the following chapters concern?


3.
Using verses 2-11 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-How old was Joseph when the events of this chapter occurred?




-Where was Joseph?




-What report did Joseph bring to Jacob?




-What do you learn about Jacob and his relationship with Joseph?




-What special gift did Jacob give to Joseph?




-Using the outline notes following point II B, explain why this garment was a 


point of contention with Joseph's brothers. 




-Summarize Joseph's first dream.




-With whom did Joseph share his first dream and what was their response?




-Summarize Joseph's second dream.



-With whom did Joseph share his second dream and what was their response? 


4.
Using verses 12-28 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Where were Joseph's brothers when these events occurred?




-What did Israel ask Joseph to do?




-Who found Joseph and to where did this man direct him?




-What did Joseph's brothers say when they saw him coming?




-What was Reuben's response to what the brothers proposed?




-What did Reuben plan on doing later?




-Summarize what the brothers did to Joseph.  


5.
Using verses 29-35 and outline point  IV, answer the following questions.




-What did Reuben discover when he returned to the pit?




-What deceitful act did the brother's commit next?




-What was Jacob's response to the report brought to him by his sons?




-What did Jacob's sons and daughters try to do and what was Joseph's response to 


their efforts? 


6.
Using verse 36  and outline point V, summarize what happened to Joseph.




-What did the Midianites do with Joseph?




-Who was Potiphar?
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 38

1 And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah.

2 And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her.

3 And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his name Er.

4 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan.

5 And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she bare him.

6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar.

7 And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord slew him.

8 And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother.

9 And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother.

10 And the thing which he did displeased the Lord: wherefore he slew him also.

11 Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, Remain a widow at thy father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure he die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house.

12 And in process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite.

13 And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep.

14 And she put her widow's garments off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife.

15 When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face.

16 And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me?

17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it?

18 And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him.

19 And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the garments of her widowhood.

20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her not.

21 Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no harlot in this place.

22 And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the place said, that there was no harlot in this place.

23 And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her.

24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt.

25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff.

26 And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.

27 And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were in her womb.

28 And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one put out his hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first,

29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez.

30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called Zarah.

Outline 38:
(Tamar and Judah.)

I.
Judah marries Hirah.  (1-5) 


A.
It came to pass at that time that Judah departed from his brothers, and visited a 


certain Adullamite whose name was Hirah.  (The fact that Judah "departed from 


his brothers" may mean that they had a falling out after the incident with Joseph.) 

B.
And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua, and 

he married her and went in to her.  (Judah married an unbeliever.)


1.
So she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 


2.
She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his name Onan. 


3.
And she conceived yet again and bore a son, and called his name Shelah. 


4.
Judah was at Chezib when she bore him. 
II.
Er and Onan are wed to Tamar.  (6-11)

A.
Then Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 

B.
But Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord killed 


him.   ("In the sight of the Lord" is an important phrase.  Er's conduct may have 


been acceptable by the culture, but it was not acceptable to God.)

C.
And Judah said to Onan, "Go in to your brother's wife and marry her, and raise up 


an heir to your brother."   (This was a custom of the time: A man was to marry the 


childless widow of his brother and the first son of their union was legally 



considered the child of the dead man and would inherit his property.  In this way, 


property would remain in the tribe or family to which it had been allotted and a 


widow would receive provision.  See Deuteronomy 25:5-10.)

D.
But Onan knew that the heir would not be his, so when he went in to his brother's 


wife he emitted  (the semen) on the ground, lest he should give an heir to his 


brother.  And the thing which he did displeased the Lord; therefore He killed him 


also.  (Onan's 
sin lay in his unwillingness to father a child for his dead brother, 


not for using this as a birth-control method.)

E.
Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law: "Remain a widow in your father's 


house till my son Shelah is grown, lest he also die like his brothers."  (Judah 


promised that Tamar could marry Shelah when he was grown.  But Judah 



had already lost two sons and feared he might lose another one, so he did not 


keep his promise.  Tamar couldn't just find another man to marry because she 


was under the authority of her father-in-law, Judah, and he had to determine who 

and when she could marry.)

F.
And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house. 
III.
Tamar and Judah.  (12-23)

A.
Now in the process of time the daughter of Shua, Judah's wife, died.  And Judah 


was comforted, and went up to his sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend 


Hirah the Adullamite. 

B.
And it was told Tamar, saying, "Look, your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to 

shear his sheep."


1.
So she took off her widow's garments, covered herself with a veil,




wrapped herself (in disguise), and sat in an open place which was on the 



way to 
Timnah.  (This suggests that prostitutes wore distinctive dress that 



made them easily recognizable.  Be careful how you dress!)


2.
For she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given to him as a 



wife. 

C.
When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because she had covered her 


face. 


1.
Then he turned to her by the way, and said, "Please let me come in to 



you"--for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law.  (He did not 



recognize her, possibly because it was customary for prostitutes to remain 


veiled.)


2.
So she said, "What will you give me, that you may come in to me?" 



3.
And he said, "I will send a young goat from the flock."



4.
So she said, "Will you give me a pledge till you send it?" 



5.
Then he said, "What pledge shall I give you?"



6.
So she said, "Your signet and cord, and your staff that is in your hand." 




(These were items of importance and personal identification.  The signet, 



especially, was used to verify important documents.)



7.
Then he gave them to her, and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 
D.
So she arose and went away, and laid aside her veil, and put on the garments of 


her widowhood.   (Why would Tamar do this?  Because there was less shame 


associated with being an unwed mother than in being childless.  Children also 


provided security for the future as they cared for aging parents.  Since her child 


would be by Judah, Tamar would be entitled to benefits from his clan.)

E.
And Judah sent the young goat by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive 

his pledge from the woman's hand, but he did not find her. 


1.
Then he asked the men of that place, saying, "Where is the harlot who was 


openly by the roadside?"



2.
And they said, "There was no harlot in this place." 



3.
So he returned to Judah and said:




a.
I cannot find her. 



b.
Also, the men of the place said there was no harlot in this place. 


F.
Then Judah said:



1.
Let her take them for herself, lest we be shamed.



2.
For I sent this young goat and you have not found her. 


(Judah didn't want to be caught looking for a harlot, so he just decided to let her 


keep the tokens.  He was more concerned about public exposure than God's law.)

IV.
Tamar confronts Judah.  (24-26)


A.
 And it came to pass, about three months after, that Judah was told, saying:



1.
Tamar your daughter-in-law has played the harlot.



2.
Furthermore she is with child by harlotry.

B.
So Judah said, "Bring her out and let her be burned!"   (Judah was quick to 


condemn sin in others, but not so quick to acknowledge sin in his own life.)

C.
When she was brought out, she sent to her father-in-law, saying:



1.
By the man to whom these belong, I am with child.


2.
Please determine whose these are--the signet and cord, and staff. 


D.
So Judah acknowledged them and said: "She has been more righteous than I, 


because I did not give her to Shelah my son."   (Tamar was securing the 



inheritance rights of her family.  Judah had failed twice:  By adultery and by 


failing 
to fulfill his responsibilities as head of the clan.)

E.
And he never knew her again. 

V.
Tamar gives birth.  (27-30)


A.
Now it came to pass, at the time for giving birth, that behold, twins were in her 


womb. 

B.
And so it was, when she was giving birth, that the one put out his hand and the 


midwife took a scarlet thread and bound it on his hand, saying, "This one came 


out first."

C.
Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out 



unexpectedly and she said:



1.
How did you break through? 


2.
This breach be upon you!

D.
 Therefore his name was called Perez.  (Perez was the firstborn.  His name means 


"breaking forth".) 

E.
Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet thread on his hand. And his 


name was called Zerah (meaning "scarlet"). 


(Because these were descendants of Judah, Tamar became part of the ancestral 


line of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.)
Study questions on chapter 38:
1.
Using verses 1-5 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Why did Judah depart from his brothers?




-Where did Judah go to visit?




-Who did Judah marry?




-What were the names of Judah's three sons?


2.
Using verses 6-11 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Who married Er?




-What happened to Er?




-What did Judah tell his son Onan to do, what did he do instead, and what were 


the results?




-What did Judah tell Tamar his daughter-in-law to do following these tragic 


events?



-Where did Tamar go to dwell?




-What promise did Judah make to Tamar, but fail to keep?


3.
Using verses 12-23 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Who passed away?




-Where did Judah go?




-What news was given to Tamar?




-Summarize what Tamar did, why she did it, and the results of what she did.




-Who did Judah think Tamar was?




-What did Judah give Tamar as a pledge?




-What did Tamar do after these events?




-What did Judah send to fulfill his pledge?




-What problem did Judah's servants encounter in trying to deliver the pledge?




-What did Judah finally decide concerning his servants' inability to fulfill the 


pledge?


4.
Using verses 24-26 and outline point  IV, answer the following questions.




-What news was brought to Judah three months later?




-What was Judah's response to this news?




-What did Tamar do when confronted by Judah? 




-What did Judah acknowledge after Tamar confronted him?


5.
Using verses 27-30 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-Describe the birth of Tamar's sons.




-What names were given to the babies and what did these names mean? 




-How did Tamar become part of the ancestral line of the Messiah, Jesus Christ?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 39

1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither.

2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.

3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand.

4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.

5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.

6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.

7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.

8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;

9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?

10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her.

11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within.

12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.

13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth,

14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice:

15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out.

16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his Lord came home.

17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:

18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out.

19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.

20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.

21 But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.

23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper.

Outline 39:
(Joseph in Egypt.)

I.
Joseph in Potiphar's house.  (1-6)

A.
Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 


captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken 

him down there.   (Potiphar was the captain of the guard, a high officer of 


Pharaoh.)

B.
The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man, and he was in the house 


of his master the Egyptian. 


1.
And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all 



he did to prosper in his hand. 


2.
So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. 


3.
Then Potiphar made him overseer of his house, and all that he had he put 



under his authority. 


4.
So it was, from the time that he had made him overseer of his house and 



all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's 



sake; and the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had in the house and 



in the field.   (Your boss, your workplace, the house you live in, and the 



people 
you serve will be blessed because God's favor is upon you!)


5.
Thus he left all that he had in Joseph's hand, and he did not know what he 



had except for the bread which he ate.

II.
Tempted and wrongly accused. (7-19)


A.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. And it came to pass after 


these things that his master's wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, "Lie 


with me." 


B.
But he refused and said to his master's wife:



1.
Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has 



committed all that he has to my hand. 


2.
There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything 



from me but you, because you are his wife. 


3.
How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?  (All sin is 



ultimately against God:  Psalm 51:4.  All temptation is common to man 



and there is always a way of escape:  1 Corinthians 10:13.)

C.
So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day-by-day, that he did not heed her, to lie with 


her or to be with her. 


D.
But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, 


and none of the men of the house was inside, that she caught him by his garment, 


saying, "Lie with me."  But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran 


outside.  (Flee temptation:  1 Corinthians 6:18; 10:14; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 

2:22.)

E.
And so it was, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and fled 


outside,  that she called to the men of her house and spoke to them, saying:



1.
See, he has brought in to us a Hebrew to mock us. 


2.
He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 


3.
And it happened, when he heard that I lifted my voice and cried out, that 



he left his garment with me and fled and went outside. 


F.
So she kept his garment with her until his master came home. Then she spoke to 


him with words like these, saying:



1.
The Hebrew servant whom you brought to us came in to me to mock me.



2.
So it happened, as I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment 



with me and fled outside.   (Joseph's brothers had taken his garment and 



tried to conceal their sin with it.  Now Potiphar's wife takes Joseph's 



garment and tries to conceal her sin.  Joseph may be stripped of his 



coats, but not of his character or his calling.)

G.
So it was, when his master heard the words which his wife spoke to him, saying, 


"Your servant did to me after this manner," that his anger was aroused. 
III.
Joseph is imprisoned.  (20-23)


A.
Then Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the 


king's prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison.

B.
But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in 


the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

C.
And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners who 


were in the prison:



1.
Whatever they did there, it was his doing. 


2.
The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph's 


authority, because the 
Lord was with him.



3.
And whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper. 

(The theme that emerges is that the Lord was with Joseph despite adversities.  He was continually successful, people took note of his success, he was elevated to places of authority, and blessings rested upon those he served.)

Study questions on chapter 39:
1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.




-Where was Joseph taken after he was sold into slavery?




-Who bought him?




-Where did Joseph serve?




-What was Joseph's relationship with his master?




-What do you learn about Joseph in this passage?


2.
Using verses 7-19 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What do you learn about Joseph's physical appearance in this chapter?




-Who was attracted to Joseph?




-What appeal did this woman make to Joseph?




-What was Joseph's response to the woman?




-What did Joseph leave behind when he fled from the house?




-Summarize the lies the woman told her husband about Joseph.


3.
Using verses 20-23 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What happened to Joseph next?




-What did the Lord do for Joseph?




-What did the keeper of the prison commit to Joseph?  



-What do you learn about Joseph in this passage.  (see the closing outline note)

4.
What phrase is repeated in verses 2,3,21, and 23?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 40

1 And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their Lord the king of Egypt.

2 And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers.

3 And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound.

4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued a season in ward.

5 And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison.

6 And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad.

7 And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his Lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day?

8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you.

9 And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me;

10 And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes:

11 And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.

12 And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days:

13 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler.

14 But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house:

15 For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon.

16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head:

17 And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head.

18 And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: The three baskets are three days:

19 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee.

20 And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants.

21 And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand:

22 But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them.

23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.

Outline 40:

(Joseph in Egypt, continued.)

I.
The butler and baker.  (1-4)

A.
It came to pass after these things that the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt 


offended their Lord, the king of Egypt. 

B.
And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief butler and the chief baker. 


So he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, 


the place where Joseph was confined.   (The butler was in charge of the king's 


wine.  The baker was in charge of his food.  We are not told why they ended up in 


prison.)


C.
And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them as 


they were in custody for a while. 

II.
Two prisoners, two dreams.  (5-19) 


A.
Then the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the 


prison, had a dream--both of them--each man's dream in one night and each man's 


dream with its own interpretation.  


B.
And Joseph came in to them in the morning and looked at them, and saw that they 

were sad. So he asked Pharaoh's officers who were with him in the custody of his 


Lord's house, saying, "Why do you look so sad today?"   (Joseph was in prison 


himself, yet he was concerned about others instead of being consumed by his 


own difficult circumstances.)

C.
And they said to him, "We each have had a dream, and there is no interpreter of 


it."


D.
Joseph said to them: "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell your dreams to 


me, please." 


E.
Then the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him:



1.
Behold, in my dream a vine was before me, and in the vine were three 



branches; it was as though it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its 



clusters brought forth ripe grapes. 


2.
Then Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and pressed 



them into Pharaoh's cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand. 


F.
And Joseph said to him: This is the interpretation of it: 


1.
The three branches are three days.


2.
Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to 



your place, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand according to the 



former manner, when you were his butler.   (His "head would be lifted up" 



meant that he would be restored to his place of service.)


3.
But remember me when it is well with you, and please show kindness to 



me:




a.
Make mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house. 



b.
For indeed I was stolen away from the land of the Hebrews.




c.
And also I have done nothing here that they should put me into the 




dungeon. 



(Joseph did not try to blame his brothers or Potiphar's wife.  He merely 



presented his negative circumstances as they were.)


G.
When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph:



1.
I also was in my dream, and there were three white baskets on my head. 


2.
In the uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and 



the birds of prey ate them out of the basket on my head. 


H.
So Joseph answered and said:
This is the interpretation of it: 


1.
The three baskets are three days. 


2.
Within three days Pharaoh will lift off your head from you, hang you 



on a tree, and the birds of prey will eat your flesh from you.  (His head 



would literally be lifted up and he would be beheaded.)
III.
The dreams are fulfilled. (20-22)

A.
Now it came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made 


a feast for all his servants.  (Ancient historical documents reveal that it was 


customary for Pharaoh to release some prisoners on his birthday.)

B.
And he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his 


servants. (He honored them by inviting them.) 


1.
Then he restored the chief butler to his butlership again, and he placed the 



cup in Pharaoh's hand. 


2.
But he hanged the chief baker, just as Joseph had interpreted to them. 

C.
Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him. 

Study questions on chapter 40:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Who was eventually imprisoned with Joseph?




-Why were these men sent to prison?




-Who was given the responsibility to oversee these prisoners? 


2.
Using verses 5-19 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What did Joseph observe about these two men?




-What question did Joseph ask the men?




-How did the men answer and what was Joseph's response?




-Summarize the butler's dream and the interpretation given by Joseph.




-What request did Joseph make of the butler?




-Summarize the baker's dream and the interpretation given by Joseph.


3.
Using verses 20-22 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-On what day were the two men taken from prison?




-What happened to the butler?




-What happened to the baker?




-What did the butler fail to remember?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 41

1 And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river.

2 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.

3 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river.

4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke.

5 And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good.

6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them.

7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream.

8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.

9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day:

10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker:

11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream.

12 And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret.

13 And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.

15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.

16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.

17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river:

18 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a meadow:

19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness:

20 And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine:

21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke.

22 And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good:

23 And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them:

24 And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could declare it to me.

25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.

26 The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one.

27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine.

28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh.

29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt:

30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land;

31 And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous.

32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.

33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt.

34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years.

35 And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.

36 And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine.

37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.

38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?

39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art:

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.

41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.

42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck;

43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt.

44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.

45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt.

46 And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.

47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls.

48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same.

49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was without number.

50 And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare unto him.

51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.

52 And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.

53 And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended.

54 And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.

55 And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do.

56 And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt.

57 And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands.

Outline 41:

(Joseph in Egypt continued. )

I.
Pharaoh's dreams.  (1-7) 


A.
Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh had a dream:



1.
And behold, he stood by the Nile River.  (This was the most important 



river in Egypt, considered the lifeblood of the nation.)


2.
Suddenly, there came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; 



and they fed in the meadow.  (Cows would often submerge themselves  



in the river for a time to cool off and/or seek relief from the flies.)


3.
Then behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, ugly 



and gaunt, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the river. 


4.
And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven fine looking and fat cows. 

B.
Pharaoh awoke--then he slept and dreamed a second time:



1.
Suddenly, seven heads of grain came up on one stalk, plump and good.  


2.
Then behold, seven thin heads, blighted by the east wind, sprang up after 



them. 


3.
And the seven thin heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. 

C.
So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, it was a dream. 
II.
Pharaoh seeks an interpretation.  (8-13)


A.
Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and 


called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. And Pharaoh told them 


his dreams, but there was no one who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 


B.
Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: 


1.
I remember my faults this day.


2.
When Pharaoh was angry with his servants and put me in custody in the 



house of the captain of the guard--both me and the chief baker--we each 



had a dream in one night.  Each of us dreamed according to the 




interpretation of his own dream. 


3.
Now there was a young Hebrew man with us there, a servant of the captain 


of the guard. 



a.
And we told him, and he interpreted our dreams for us.




b.
To each man he interpreted according to his own dream. 


4.
And it came to pass, just as he interpreted for us, so it happened: Pharaoh 



restored me to my office as butler and he hanged the baker. 
III.
Pharaoh shares his dreams with Joseph. (14-24)


A.
Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of the 


dungeon and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh. 

B.
And Pharaoh said to Joseph:



1.
I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. 


2.
But I have heard it said of you that you can understand a dream, to 




interpret it. 


C.
So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying:



1.
It is not in me.  (2 Corinthians 3:5.)


2.
God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace (a favorable answer that will 



bring him peace). 


D.
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: 
Behold, in my dream I stood on the bank of the 


Nile River.


1.
The cattle:  




a.
Suddenly seven cows came up out of the river, fine looking 





and fat; and they fed in the meadow. 



b.
Then behold, seven other cows came up after them--poor and very 




ugly and gaunt--such ugliness as I have never seen in all the land of 



Egypt.



c.
And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the first seven, the fat cows.



d.
When they had eaten them up, no one would have known that they 




had eaten them, for they were just as gaunt as at the beginning. 



e.
So I awoke. 


2.
The stalks of grain.




a.
I also saw in my dream seven heads of grain that came up on one 




stalk, full and good. 



b.
Then behold, seven heads, withered, thin, and blighted by the east 




wind, sprang up after them. 



c.
And the thin heads devoured the seven good heads. 

E.
So I told this to the magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me. 

IV.
Joseph interprets the dreams.  (25-36)


Then Joseph said to Pharaoh:


A.
The dreams of Pharaoh are one. God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do: 


1.
The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain  



are seven years:  The dreams are one. 


2.
And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up after them are seven 



years, and the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years 


of famine.  (This would be unusual for Egypt because of the Nile River.)


3.
This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh 



what He is about to do.



4.
Indeed seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of 



Egypt; but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty 



will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 


5.
So the plenty will not be known in the land because of the famine 




following, for it will be very severe. 


6.
And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the thing is 




established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 


B.
Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the 

land of Egypt. 


1.
Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, to collect 



one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years.


2.
And let them gather all the food of those good years that are coming, and 



store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in 



the cities.


3.
Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of 



famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish 



during the famine.
 V.
Joseph rises to power.  (37-46)

A.
So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants. 
B.
And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom 

is the Spirit of God?" 


C.
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph:



1.
Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and 



wise as you. 


2.
You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to 



your word.  



a.
Only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.



b.
See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt. 


D.
Then Pharaoh:



1.
Took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph's hand (indicating 



that Joseph was his representative and had full authority in administrative 


matters).


2.
Clothed him in garments of fine linen.



3.
Put a gold chain around his neck. 


4.
Had him ride in the second chariot which he had:




a.
They cried out before him, "Bow the knee!" 



b.
So he set him over all the land of Egypt.


5.
Gave him authority, saying: "I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no 



man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt."


6.
Gave him a new name:  And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-



Paaneah (meaning the
revealer of secret things). 


7.
Gave him as a wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On.  



(On was a city about 10 miles from modern Cairo.) 

E.
So Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt (on an inspection trip). 



1
Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. 


2.
And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout 



all the land of Egypt. 
VI.
Seven years of plenty.  (47-49)


Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly. 

A.
So he gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of 


Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities.


B.
He laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them. 


C.
Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped 



counting, for it was immeasurable. 

VII.
Joseph's sons.  (50-52)


And to Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, whom 


Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 

A.
Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: "For God has made me 



forget all my toil and all my father's house."

B.
And the name of the second he called Ephraim: "For God has caused me to 


be fruitful in the land of my affliction." 



(Manasseh means "to forget". Ephraim means "fruitful".  In order to be 



fruitful, you must forget the past.  These two boys were eventually adopted by 


Jacob and received inheritances along with Jacob's sons.)

VIII.
Seven years of famine.  (53-57)


A.
Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, and the 


seven years of famine began to come as Joseph had said. 

B.
The famine was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.

C.
So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for 


bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, "Go to Joseph; whatever he says to 


you, do." 

D.
The famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the 



storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. 

E.
And the famine became severe in the land of Egypt. So all countries came to 


Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands. 

(Joseph was delivered for specific purposes:


-So he could be free from bondage.


-So he could bear witness about God to others.


-So he could give Godly advice to others.


-So he could deliver others.

You, too, are delivered  for these same purposes.)
Study questions on chapter 41:

1. 
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I:



-Describe Pharaoh's first dream.




-Describe Pharaoh's second dream.


2.
Using verses 8-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-In what frame of mind was Pharaoh the morning after his dream?




-Who did Pharaoh summons to interpret his dream and were they able to do so?




-What did the chief butler suddenly remember?  




-Summarize what the chief butler told Pharaoh.


3.
Using verses 14-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-How was Joseph prepared to stand before the king?




-What did Pharaoh say to Joseph?




-What was Joseph's response to Pharaoh's request? 




-What did Pharaoh do next?


4.
Using verses 25-36 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What did the seven good cows represent?




-What did the seven thin cows represent?




-How many years would the times of plenty last?




-How many years would the famine last?




-What suggestions did Joseph make to Pharaoh to prepare for the famine?


5.
Using verses 37-46 and outline point V, answer the following questions.




-How did Pharaoh and his servants respond to the advice given by Joseph?




-What did Pharaoh say regarding Joseph?




-What did Pharaoh say to Joseph?




-Summarize the position and responsibilities that were given to Joseph by 



Pharaoh.




-Using point V D, list five things Pharaoh did for Joseph.




-What did Joseph do immediately after receiving this commission?


6.
Using verses 47-49 and outline point VI, summarize what Joseph did during the seven 
years of plenty.


7.
According to verses 50-52 and outline point VII, what were the names of Joseph's two 
sons?  What did their names mean?


8.
Using verses 53-57 and outline point VIII, answer the following questions.




-What happened after the seven years of plenty?




-How widespread was the famine?




-Where could bread be found?




-What did Pharaoh tell the Egyptians when they told him of their need for bread?




-Who came to Egypt to buy bread?


9.
Using the closing outline note, summarize the reasons Joseph was delivered from 
prison 
and apply these spiritually. 

10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 42

1 Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another?

2 And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die.

3 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt.

4 But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him.

5 And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan.

6 And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth.

7 And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food.

8 And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him.

9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.

10 And they said unto him, Nay, my Lord, but to buy food are thy servants come.

11 We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are no spies.

12 And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.

13 And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not.

14 And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies:

15 Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither.

16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies.

17 And he put them all together into ward three days.

18 And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God:

19 If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses:

20 But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so.

21 And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us.

22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required.

23 And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter.

24 And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes.

25 Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them.

26 And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence.

27 And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack's mouth.

28 And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?

29 And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying,

30 The man, who is the Lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country.

31 And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies:

32 We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.

33 And the man, the Lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine of your households, and be gone:

34 And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land.

35 And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid.

36 And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me.

37 And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again.

38 And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

Outline 42:
(Joseph's brothers come to Egypt.)

I.
Joseph's brothers travel to Egypt.  (1-6) 


A.
When Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons:



1.
Why do you look at one another?


2.
Indeed I have heard that there is grain in Egypt.



3.
Go down to that place and buy for us there, that we may live and not die. 


B.
So Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not send 


Joseph's brother Benjamin with them, for he said, "Lest some calamity befall 


him."

C.
And the ten sons of Israel went to buy grain among those who journeyed, for the 


famine was in the land of Canaan. 

II.
Joseph confronts his brothers.  (7-20)


A.
Now Joseph was governor over the land, and it was he who sold to all the people 


of the land. 

B.
And Joseph's brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the 


earth. 

C.
Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he acted as a stranger to them 


and spoke roughly to them.   (The brothers didn't recognize Joseph because they 


hadn't seen him for 20 years; he was now clean-shaven like the Egyptians, 


dressed like them, acted like them; and spoke through an interpreter.)


1.
Then he said to them, "Where do you come from?"



2.
And they said, "From the land of Canaan to buy food." 


D.
So Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. Then Joseph 


remembered the dreams which he had dreamed about them.


E.
Joseph said to them: "You are spies! You have come to see (secretly observe) the 


nakedness (famine) of the land!"  And they said to him:



1.
No, my Lord, but your servants have come to buy food. 


2.
We are all one man's sons.



3.
We are honest men.



4.
Your servants are not spies. 


F.
But Joseph said to them, "No, but you have come to see the nakedness of the 


land." 


G.
And they said: "Your servants are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land 

of Canaan.  The youngest is with our father today, and one is no more." 


H.
But Joseph said to them:



1.
It is as I spoke to you, saying, 'You are spies!'


2.
In this manner you shall be tested: 



a.
By the life of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place unless your 




youngest brother comes here.



b.
Send one of you, and let him bring your brother.



3.
You shall be kept in prison so that your words may be tested to see 




whether there is any truth in you, or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you 


are spies!


4.
So he put them all together in prison for three days.  (Yet they did not 



agree to bring their brother to Egypt.)

I.
Then Joseph said to them the third day:



1.
Do this and live, for I fear God.



2.
If you are honest men, let one of your brothers be confined to the prison 



house.



3.
But the rest of you:




a.
Go and carry grain for the famine of your houses. 



b.
And bring your youngest brother to me so that your words will be 




verified,  and you shall not die.


J.
And they did so. 
III.
The brothers' guilt.  (21-24)


A.
Then they said to one another: "We are truly guilty concerning our brother 



(Joseph), for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us, and we 


would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us."   (Joseph's treatment of 


his brothers was not vindictive, but was designed to bring them to a place of 


confession and repentance.)

B.
And Reuben answered them, saying:



1.
Did I not speak to you, saying, 'Do not sin against the boy'--and you would 


not listen? 


2.
Therefore behold, his blood is now required of us. 

C.
But they did not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them through 


an interpreter. 


1
And he turned himself away from them and wept. 


2.
Then he returned to them again, and talked with them. 


3.
And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 

IV.
The brothers return to Canaan.  (25-38)

A.
Then Joseph gave a command to fill their sacks with grain, to restore every man's 


money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. Thus he did for 


them.  


1.
So they loaded their donkeys with the grain and departed from there. 


2.
But as one of them opened his sack to give his donkey feed at the 




encampment, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack.


3.
So he said to his brothers, "My money has been restored, and there it is, in 



my sack!" 


4.
Then their hearts failed them and they were afraid, saying to one another, 



"What is this that God has done to us?"   (Actually, they were right.  This 



was being orchestrated by God, as is every circumstance in life--both 



good and bad.  God's goodness draws people to repentance:  Romans 



2:4.)

B.
Then they went to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan and told him all that 


had happened to them, saying: 


1.
The man who is lord of the land spoke roughly to us, and took us for spies 



of the country. 


2.
But we said to him:




a.
We are honest men.




b.
We are not spies.



c.
We are twelve brothers, sons of our father:  One is no more, and 





the youngest is with our father this day in the land of Canaan.


3.
Then the man, the Lord of the country, said to us: By this I will know that 



you are honest men: 



a.
Leave one of your brothers here with me, take food for the famine 




of your households, and be gone.



b.
Bring your youngest brother to me; so I shall know that you
are not 



spies, but that you are honest men. 



c.
Then I will grant your brother to you, and you may trade in the 




land. 


C.
Then it happened as they emptied their sacks, that surprisingly each man's bundle 


of money was in his sack. And when they and their father saw the bundles of 


money, they were afraid. 

D.
And Jacob their father said to them:



1.
You have bereaved me.



2.
Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, and now you want to take 




Benjamin. 


3.
All these things are against me.  (Actually, in the spiritual world, all these 



things were working for him!)

E.
Then Reuben spoke to his father, saying: 


1.
Kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you.



2.
Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you. 


F.
But Jacob said:



1.
My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he is left 



alone. 


2.
If any calamity should befall him along the way in which you go, then you 



would bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave. 


(The various actions taken by Joseph were not vindictive.  He caused his brothers to 
examine their consciences and openly admit their sins so that they could be forgiven and 
reconciled.)

Study questions on chapter 42:

1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What did Jacob do when he heard there was grain in Egypt?




-Why was Benjamin not allowed to accompany his brothers to Egypt?


2.
Using verses 7-20 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-In what position was Joseph serving and what did his responsibilities include?




-What happened when Joseph's brothers entered his presence?





-Did Joseph recognize them? 




-Did they recognize him?




-What question did Joseph ask his brothers and what was their answer?




-Of what did Joseph accuse his brothers and what was their response?




-What did the brothers say regarding their father and Benjamin?




-Where did Joseph put the brothers for three days?



-What did Joseph suggest to the brothers after three days?


3.
Using verses 21-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Summarize the discussion among the brothers.  




-About what did they feel guilty?
 



-What, specifically, were Reuben's comments?




-Of what were the brothers unaware?  Why did they assume this?




-What emotional response did Joseph have as he listened to their discussion?




-Which brother was detained while the others returned home?

4.
Using verses 25-38 and outline point  IV, answer the following questions.




-What command did Joseph give regarding his brothers' sacks and provisions for 


the journey?




-What did one of the brothers discover when he opened his sack?




-What was the brothers' response to this discovery?  Who did they blame?




-Summarize the report given to Jacob by the brothers.




-How did Jacob react to the fact that Simeon was incarcerated?




-How did Jacob react to the request that Benjamin go to Egypt when the brothers 


returned there for food?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 43

1 And the famine was sore in the land.

2 And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us a little food.

3 And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you.

4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food:

5 But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you.

6 And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?

7 And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another brother? and we told him according to the tenor of these words: could we certainly know that he would say, Bring your brother down?

8 And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones.

9 I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever:

10 For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this second time.

11 And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds:

12 And take double money in your hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand; peradventure it was an oversight:

13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man:

14 And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.

15 And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.

16 And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon.

17 And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house.

18 And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses.

19 And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with him at the door of the house,

20 And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy food:

21 And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our hand.

22 And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy food: we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks.

23 And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Simeon out unto them.

24 And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their asses provender.

25 And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there.

26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the earth.

27 And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive?

28 And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made obeisance.

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son.

30 And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept there.

31 And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, and said, Set on bread.

32 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians.

33 And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men marvelled one at another.

34 And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him.

Outline 43:

(Joseph's brothers return to Egypt.)

I.
Planning a return to Egypt.  (1-14)


A.
Now the famine was severe in the land. And it came to pass, when they had eaten 


up the grain which Joseph's brothers had brought from Egypt, that their father said 

to them, "Go back, buy us a little food." 


B.
But Judah spoke to him, saying: The man solemnly warned us, saying:



1.
You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.


2.
If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food.


3.
But if you will not send him, we will not go down.


C.
And Israel said, "Why did you deal so wrongfully with me as to tell the man 


whether you had another brother?" 


D.
But they said:



1.
The man asked us pointedly about ourselves and our family, saying, 'Is 



your father still alive? Have you another brother?' And we told him 



according to these words. 





2.
Could we possibly have known that he would say, "Bring your brother 



down?" 


E.
Then Judah said to Israel his father:



1.
Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, that we may live and not 



die, both we, you, and our little ones.


2.
I myself will be surety for him; from my hand you shall require him.


3.
If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear 



the blame forever. 


4.
For if we had not lingered, surely by now we would have returned this 



second time. 


F.
And their father Israel said to them: If it must be so, then do this: 


1.
Take some of the best fruits of the land in your vessels and carry down a 



present for the man--a little balm, a little honey, spices, myrrh, pistachio 



nuts, and almonds. 


2.
Take double money in your hand, and take back in your hand the money 



that was returned in the mouth of your sacks.  Perhaps it was an oversight. 


3.
Take your brother also, arise,  and go back to the man.


4.
And may God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may 



release your other brother and Benjamin.


5.
If I am bereaved, I am bereaved!
(When what we have is gone and we are in need, all we need is available in Jesus Christ, but--like Jacob--we sometimes delay our return to Him.  We argue, fear, waste time, and remain spiritually needy.   When, in our desperate circumstances, we finally turn to the Lord, we think we must do something to merit His provision--like this family who took "double the silver" when they returned to Joseph. What God is really wants is what Joseph wanted:  Your dearest possession--in this case it was Benjamin  When you surrender your dearest possession, then--like Joseph--God opens the door to the treasures of His Kingdom and His provisions are  bestowed abundantly upon you.)

II.
Return to Egypt.  (15-25)


A.
So the men took the presents, Benjamin, and the double money in their hand and 


arose, went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.

B.
When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house: "Take 


these men to my home, and slaughter an animal and make ready; for these men 


will dine with me at noon." Then the man did as Joseph ordered, and the man 


brought the men into Joseph's house. 


C.
Now the men were afraid because they were brought into Joseph's house, and they 

said, "It is because of the money, which was returned in our sacks the first time, 


that we are brought in, so that he may make a case against us, seize us, and take 


us as slaves with our donkeys." 


D.
When they drew near to the steward of Joseph's house, they talked with him at the 

door of the house, and said:



1.
Oh sir, we indeed came down the first time to buy food; but it happened, 



when we came to the encampment, that we opened our sacks, and there, 



each man's money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight.



2.
So we have brought it back in our hand.


3.
And we have brought down other money in our hands to buy food.


4.
We do not know who put our money in our sacks. 


E.
But the steward said: "Peace be with you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God 

of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; I had your money." 

F.
Then he brought Simeon out to them. 


G.
So the man brought the men into Joseph's house:



1.
He gave them water and they washed their feet.



2.
He gave their donkeys feed. 


3.
Then they made the present ready for Joseph's coming at noon, for they 



heard that they would eat bread there. 
III.
A meeting with Joseph.  (26-30)


A.
And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was in their 


hand into the house, and bowed down before him to the earth.

B.
Then he asked them about their well-being, and said: "Is your father well, the old 


man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?" 


C.
And they answered: "Your servant our father is in good health.  He is still alive." 
D.
And they bowed their heads down and prostrated themselves. 


E.
Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother, Benjamin, his mother's son, and said, 


"Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?" And he said, "God be 


gracious to you, my son." 

F.
Now his heart yearned (bowels is the word used in KJV as the seat of emotions) 


for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. And he 


went into his chamber and wept there. 

IV.
Dinner with Joseph.  (31-34)


A.
Then he washed his face, came out, restrained himself, and said, "Serve the 


bread."

B.
So they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians 


who ate with him by themselves--because the Egyptians could not eat food with 


the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians. 

C.
And Joseph's brothers sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and 


the youngest according to his youth; and the men looked in astonishment at one 


another.  (They wondered how he could have known to seat them in order of age.)

D.
Then he took servings to them from before him, but Benjamin's serving was five 


times as much as any of theirs.   (A test to see if the brothers would be jealous as 


they had been of Joseph's special coat.)

E.
So they drank and were merry with him. 



(When they surrendered their most precious possession--Benjamin--they received 

the blessings of the kingdom.  The same is true in our lives as believers.) 
Study questions on chapter 43:

1.
Using verses 1-14 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-When the food supply was exhausted, what did Jacob tell his sons to do?




-What was the brothers' response to Jacob's request?




-What did Judah propose?  Compare verses 8-9 with Genesis 37:26-27.  Has 


Judah changed?



-Why did Jacob agree to his sons' proposal?




-What did Jacob prepare for the brothers to take with them to Egypt?


2.
Using verses 15-25 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Summarize what the brothers took with them when they left for Egypt.




-What did Joseph do when he saw Benjamin with his brothers?




-What did the brothers fear when they were brought to Joseph's house?




-Summarize what the brothers told Joseph's steward.




-How did the steward address the brothers' concerns?




-To where were the brothers taken and what were they told?



3.
Using verses 26-30 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What did the brothers present to Joseph upon his arrival?




-What questions did Joseph ask regarding Jacob and how did the brothers answer?




-What question did Joseph ask regarding Benjamin?




-How did Joseph respond emotionally to this meeting?


4.
Using verses 31-34 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What happened when Joseph returned to the banquet hall?




-Where did Joseph eat?




-Where did the Egyptians eat?




-How were Joseph's brothers seated and what amazed them about this seating 


arrangement?



-How did Benjamin's portions compare to that of the other brothers?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 44

1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth.

2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.

3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses.

4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good?

5 Is not this it in which my Lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.

6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words.

7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my Lord these words? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing:

8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy Lord's house silver or gold?

9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my Lord's bondmen.

10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words; he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless.

11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack.

12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack.

13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city.

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground.

15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?

16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my Lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my Lord's servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.

17 And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father.

18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my Lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my Lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh.

19 My Lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother?

20 And we said unto my Lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.

22 And we said unto my Lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die.

23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more.

24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my Lord.

25 And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food.

26 And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us.

27 And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons:

28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not since:

29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

30 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life;

31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave.

32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father for ever.

33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my Lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren.

34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father.

Outline 44:

(Joseph's cup.)
I.
Joseph's cup.  (1-17) 


A.
And Joseph commanded the steward of his house, saying:



1.
Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each 



man's money in the mouth of his sack.


2.
Also put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest 



along with his grain money.

B.
So he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.

C.
As soon as the morning dawned, the men were sent away, they and their donkeys. 
D.
When they had gone out of the city and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his 


steward: Get up, follow the men, and when you overtake them, say to them:


1.
Why have you repaid evil for good?  (by stealing this special cup)


2.
Is not this the cup from which my Lord drinks, and with which he indeed 



practices divination?  (Divination with a cup was done by dropping oil or 



flakes of gold or silver in the water and observing the patterns.  It was 



called "hydromancy".  Divining God's will through fleeces, the casting of 



lots, etc., was common in those days.  Believers no longer practice 




these methods, as we have the Holy Spirit resident within us to guide us 



into all truth and help us make proper decisions. There is no indication 



that Joseph used divination however.  The statement that it was a cup used 


for this
purpose was made by one of his servants.) 



3.
You have done evil in so doing. 


E.
So the steward overtook them, and he spoke to them these same words.

F.
And they said to him:



1.
Why does my Lord say these words? 


2.
Far be it from us that your servants should do such a thing.


3.
Look, we brought back to you from the land of Canaan the money which 



we found in the mouth of our sacks. 


4.
How then could we steal silver or gold from your Lord's house? 


5.
With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we also will 



be my Lord's slaves. 


G.
And he said: 


1.
Now also let it be according to your words.  


2.
He with whom it is found shall be my slave, and you shall be blameless. 

H.
Then each man speedily let down his sack to the ground, and each opened his 


sack. 



1.
So he searched. 


2.
He began with the oldest and left off with the youngest.



3.
And the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 

I.
Then they tore their clothes (a sign of distress), and each man loaded his donkey 


and returned to the city. 


J.
So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house, and he was still there, and they 


fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said to them:



1.
What deed is this you have done? 


2.
Did you not know that such a man as I can certainly practice divination? 



(He didn't say he practiced divination.  He was emphasizing the 




importance of the purpose of the cup.)


K.
Then Judah said:



1.
What shall we say to my Lord? 


2.
What shall we speak?


3.
Or how shall we clear ourselves? 


4.
God has found out the iniquity of your servants.



5.
Here we are, my Lord's slaves, both we and he also with whom the cup 



was found. 


L.
 But Joseph said:



1.
Far be it from me that I should do so.



2.
The man in whose hand the cup was found, he shall be my slave. 


3.
And as for you, go up in peace to your father. 


(God will bring you back to the same point where you failed until you pass the 


test.  In their case, the question was:  Would they save themselves by allowing 


their brother to be enslaved?  Have they really changed since selling Joseph 


into slavery?)

II.
Judah intercedes for Benjamin.  (18-34)

Then Judah came near to him and said: 

A.
Oh my Lord, please let your servant speak a word in my Lord's hearing, and do 


not let your anger burn against your servant; for you are even like Pharaoh (in 


authority). 

B.
My Lord asked his servants, saying, 'Have you a father or a brother?'

C.
And we said to my Lord, 'We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, 

who is young.  His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother's children, 


and his father loves him.' 

D.
Then you said to your servants, 'Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on 


him.' 

E.
And we said to my Lord, 'The lad cannot leave his father, for if he should leave 


his father, his father would die.'

F.
But you said to your servants, 'Unless your youngest brother comes down with 


you, you shall see my face no more.' 


G.
So it was, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the words 


of my Lord.  


1.
And our father said, 'Go back and buy us a little food.'


2.
But we said, 'We cannot go down; if our youngest brother is with us, then 



we will go down; for we may not see the man's face unless our youngest 



brother is with us.'

H.
Then your servant, my father, said to us:



1.
You know that my wife bore me two sons.



2.
And the one went out from me, and I said, "Surely he is torn to pieces"-- 



and I have not seen him since. 


3.
But if you take this one also from me, and calamity befalls him, you shall 



bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave. 


I.
Now therefore, when I come to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us: 


1.
Since his life is bound up in the lad's life, it will happen that when he sees 



that the lad is not with us, that he will die.   (Question to consider:  What 



is your life bound up with that you would die without?  A person?  A 



hobby?
A besetting sin?  Or are you bound up with Jesus?)


2.
So your servants will bring down the gray hair of your servant, our father, 



with sorrow to the grave. 


3.
For your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, 'If I do not 



bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father 




forever.'

J.
Now therefore, please let your servant remain, instead of the lad, as a slave to my 


Lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers. For how shall I go up to my father if 


the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my 


father? 


(Judah  was obviously a new man, as were the other brothers. The time had come 
for 
Joseph to reveal his true identity.)  

Study questions on chapter 44:
1.
Using verses 1-17 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Summarize the instructions that Joseph gave his steward regarding his brother's 


sacks.




-What happened when morning arrived?




-What was a divination cup?  Is there any evidence Joseph actually used this cup?




-What did Joseph tell his steward to do after his brothers had departed?  



-Summarize what the steward was to tell the brothers.



-What was the brothers' response to the steward's accusations?




-What did the brothers say should happen to the one with whom the cup was 


found?




-With whom was the cup found? Why do you think Joseph had the cup put in this 


particular sack?



-What was the response of the brothers when the cup was discovered?




-What questions did Joseph ask his brothers upon their return?




-How did Judah respond to Joseph's questions?




-What was Joseph's decision regarding who should remain in Egypt?

2.
Using verses 18-34 and outline point  II, summarize Judah's intercession in behalf of 
Benjamin.




-What did Judah say regarding Joseph's authority?




-How did Judah explain why Jacob did not want Benjamin to go to Egypt?




-What did Judah say was the reason that they had returned to Egypt?



-What did Judah say would probably happen if the brothers returned home 



without Benjamin?




-What did Judah propose instead of leaving Benjamin in Egypt?

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 45

1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.

2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and Lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me Lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.

15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.

16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.

17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;

18 And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.

19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.

20 Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.

21 And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.

22 To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment.

23 And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way.

24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way.

25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father,

26 And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not.

27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived:

28 And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.

Outline 45:
(Joseph and his family are reunited.)

I.
Joseph reveals himself. (1-8) 


A.
Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he 


cried out, "Make everyone go out from me!" 


1.
So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his 



brothers.


2.
And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it.  


B.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph.  Does my father still live?" 


But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence. 

C.
And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to me." So they came near. 


Then he said: 


1.
I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt.


2.
But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you 


sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.


3.
For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five 



years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.


4.
And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, 



and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 


5.
So now it was not you who sent me here, but God.



6.
And He has made me a father to Pharaoh (honored by him as a father 



would be), and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 



Egypt. 
II.
Plans for reuniting the family.  (9-15)

A.
Joseph said: Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him: Thus says your son 


Joseph: 


1.
God has made me Lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry.  


2.
You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you 



and your children, your children's children, your flocks and your herds, and 


all that you have.


3.
There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you 



have, come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine. 



4.
And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is 



my mouth that speaks to you.

B.
So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt and of all that you have seen, 


and you shall hurry and bring my father down here. 


C.
Then he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his 


neck. 

D.
Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers 

talked with him.  (When Joseph was a teenager, his brothers couldn't even speak 


to him: Genesis 37:4. Things certainly have changed!)
III.
Preparations for the journey to Canaan.  (16-24)

A.
Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, "Joseph's brothers have 

come."  


B.
So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.  And Pharaoh said to Joseph:



Say to your brothers:



1.
Do this: Load your animals, depart, and go to the land of Canaan. 


2.
Bring your father and your households and come to me.



3.
I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the 



land. 


4.
Now you are commanded to do this: 



a.
Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and your 




wives, bring your father, and come. 



b.
Also do not be concerned about your goods, for the best of all the 




land of Egypt is yours. 


C.
Then the sons of Israel did so and Joseph gave them:



1.
Carts, according to the command of Pharaoh.



2.
Provisions for the journey. 


3.
Changes of garments to each one--but to Benjamin he gave three hundred 



pieces of silver and five changes of garments.   (In Scripture, changes of 



clothing are a sign of a new beginning.)


4.
Ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female 




donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and food for his father for the journey.

D.
So he sent his brothers away,  they departed, and he said to them: "See that you do 

not become troubled along the way."  (The brothers did have a history of 



quarreling and disagreeing!    Joseph was concerned lest they continue 



discussions and/or mutual accusations regarding past events.  The point is:  


The past is past!) 

(Evidences that Joseph's brothers had repented and changed:


-They do not resent Benjamin being given extra portions: 43:34.


-They do not turn against each other when they are accused of stealing the cup:  44:9.


-They do not abandon Benjamin and permit him to be taken back to Egypt:  44:13.


-They intercede in Benjamin's behalf:  44:14.


-They realize their predicament is the result of their previous sins: 44:16.


-They offer themselves to take Benjamin's place:  44:16.


-They are concerned about how the loss of Benjamin might affect their father:  44:29-31.

-Judah is willing to take Benjamin's place:  44:33.)

IV.
Arrival in Canaan.  (25-28)

A.
Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their 


father. 

B.
And they told him, saying, "Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the 


land of Egypt." 

C.
And Jacob's heart stood still, because he did not believe them. 

D.
But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he 

saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 


revived. 

E.
Then Israel said:



1.
It is enough. 


2.
Joseph my son is still alive. 


3.
I will go and see him before I die. 

Study questions on chapter 45:

1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What command did Joseph give as this chapter opens?




-What did Joseph reveal when he was finally alone with his brothers?




-What question did Joseph ask his brothers regarding Jacob?




-What was the response of his brothers?




-Summarize what Joseph told his brothers regarding their previous actions 



towards him.




-For what purposes had God orchestrated these circumstances?


2.
Using verses 9-15 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What did Joseph tell his brothers to do immediately?




-What message did Joseph give the brothers to take to Jacob?




-Describe the emotional reunion between Joseph and Benjamin and Joseph and 


his other brothers. 


3.
Using verses 16-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What happened when Pharaoh's household heard that Joseph's brothers had 


come?




-What instructions did Pharaoh give Joseph regarding his brothers?




-What did Joseph give to his brothers for the journey?




-What caution did Joseph give his brothers as they departed?




-Using the note following outline point III, summarize the evidences that Joseph's 


brothers had repented and changed.


4.
Using verses 25-28 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-What message did the brothers give Jacob upon their arrival home?




-What was Jacob's initial response to this message?



-What did Jacob decide to do?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 46

1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac.

2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I.

3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation:

4 I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.

5 And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him.

6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him:

7 His sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt.

8 And these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn.

9 And the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi.

10 And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman.

11 And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

12 And the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zerah: but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul.

13 And the sons of Issachar; Tola, and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron.

14 And the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel.

15 These be the sons of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with his daughter Dinah: all the souls of his sons and his daughters were thirty and three.

16 And the sons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli.

17 And the sons of Asher; Jimnah, and Ishuah, and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister: and the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel.

18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls.

19 The sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph, and Benjamin.

20 And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare unto him.

21 And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard.

22 These are the sons of Rachel, which were born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen.

23 And the sons of Dan; Hushim.

24 And the sons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem.

25 These are the sons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and she bare these unto Jacob: all the souls were seven.

26 All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six;

27 And the sons of Joseph, which were born him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were threescore and ten.

28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen.

29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while.

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.

31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me;

32 And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.

33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation?

34 That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians.

Outline 46:

(Jacob and family move to Egypt.)

I.
Jacob's journey to Beersheba.  (1-4) 


(See Exodus 6:14-25.)


A.
So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered 

sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.  (This is where both Abraham and Isaac 


had worshipped God.)

B.
Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the night, and said, "Jacob, Jacob!"



And he said, "Here I am." 


C.
So He said:



1.
I am God, the God of your father.



2.
Do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation 



there. 


3.
I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up 



again.



4.
And Joseph will put his hand on your eyes.   (Joseph would be the one to 



close his father's eyes upon his death.)


(Jacob was an elderly man who was going to a foreign nation. God graciously 


reassures him of His presence.) 

II.
Jacob's journey to Egypt. (5-7)


A.
Then Jacob arose from Beersheba, and the sons of Israel carried their father Jacob, 

their little ones, and their wives in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

B.
So they took their livestock and their goods which they had acquired in the land 


of Canaan, and went to Egypt--Jacob and all his descendants with him. 

C.
Jacob brought with him to Egypt his sons, his sons' sons, his daughters, his sons' 


daughters, and all his descendants. 


(Jacob's life can be divided into major geographic locations:   Haran, Canaan, 


and Egypt.  These locations also symbolize his various spiritual experiences. 


Jacob was living in the flesh initially as a young man in his home in Canaan and 


during 
his time in Haran with Uncle Laban.  He came out of both places running 


from man and God.  Upon his return to Canaan years later, Jacob had a 



wrestling match with the Angel of the Lord.  He came out of there limping 



physically, representative of his spiritual dependence on God.  He could run no 


more.  Now he is going to Egypt, being carried by faith in the carts that were sent 


for him.  He has gone from running to being totally reliant on God's promises.)

III.
The children of Israel--Jacob and his sons.  (8-27)


Now these were the names of the children of Israel, Jacob and his sons, who went 


to Egypt: 

A.
The sons of Leah whom she bore to Jacob in Padan Aram, with his daughter 


Dinah. All the persons, his sons and his daughters--33 people. 



1.
Reuben was Jacob's firstborn. The sons of Reuben were Hanoch, Pallu, 



Hezron, and Carmi. 


2.
The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, 



the son of a Canaanite woman. 


3.
The sons of Levi were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.


4.
The sons of Judah were Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah--but Er and 



Onan died in the land of Canaan. 


5.
The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 


6.
The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puvah, Job, and Shimron. 


7.
The sons of Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 

B.
The sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter--6 people:



1.
The sons of Gad were Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and 



Areli. 


2.
The sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their 



sister. 


3.
The sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. 

C.
The sons of Rachel--14 people in all.



The sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 


1.
And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, 



whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. 


2.
The sons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, 



Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 

D.
The sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, bore several 


persons. 



1.
The son of Dan was Hushim. 


2.
The sons of Naphtali were Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.

E.
All the persons who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came from his body--besides 


Jacob's sons' wives--66 persons in all. 


1.
The sons of Joseph who were born to him in Egypt were two persons.


2.
 So all the persons of the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were 70. 

IV.
Jacob settles in Goshen.  (28-34)

A.
Then Jacob sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way to 


Goshen. And they came to the land of Goshen.   (Goshen was a district in Egypt's 


delta region  of the Nile River and was especially fertile.)

B.
So Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel, 


and he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good 


while. 


C.
And Israel said to Joseph, "Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know 


that you are still alive." 


D.
Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's household: I will go up and tell 

Pharaoh, and say to him:



1.
My brothers and those of my father's house, who were in the land of 



Canaan, have come to me.


2.
And the men are shepherds, for their occupation has been to feed 




livestock.



3.
And they have brought their flocks, their herds, and all that they have.

E.
So it shall be, when Pharaoh calls you and says, 'What is your occupation?'  that 


you shall say, 'Your servants' occupation has been with livestock from our youth 


even till now, both we and also our fathers.'   


1.
Say this so that you may dwell in the 
land of Goshen.  


2.
For every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians. 

Study questions on chapter 46:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-To where did Israel (Jacob) journey next?




-Summarize the message God gave to Israel (Jacob). 

2.
Using verses 5-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Where did Jacob journey next?




-Who accompanied Jacob?


3.
According to verses 8-27  and outline point III, what was the total number of people who 
traveled with Jacob into Egypt?


4.
Using verses 28-34 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-Who traveled ahead to show the way to Goshen?




-Who traveled to meet Israel and his family?




-What did Israel say when he was reunited with his son?




-Summarize what Joseph told his brothers regarding Pharaoh.  




-What was Joseph going to tell Pharaoh?  




-What did Joseph advise them to say when they appeared before Pharaoh?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 47

1 Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen.

2 And he took some of his brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh.

3 And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers.

4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.

5 And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee:

6 The land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: and if thou knowest any men of activity among them, then make them rulers over my cattle.

7 And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.

8 And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?

9 And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.

10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh.

11 And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded.

12 And Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's household, with bread, according to their families.

13 And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine.

14 And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house.

15 And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for the money faileth.

16 And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail.

17 And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread for all their cattle for that year.

18 When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said unto him, We will not hide it from my Lord, how that our money is spent; my Lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is not ought left in the sight of my Lord, but our bodies, and our lands:

19 Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate.

20 And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so the land became Pharaoh's.

21 And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof.

22 Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they sold not their lands.

23 Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land.

24 And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your households, and for food for your little ones.

25 And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of my Lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants.

26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh's.

27 And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly.

28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years.

29 And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt:

30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as thou hast said.

31 And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.

Outline 47:
(Jacob in Egypt; Joseph deals with the famine.)

I.
Joseph's family meets Pharaoh.  (1-10)


A.
Then Joseph went and told Pharaoh, and said: "My father and my brothers, their 


flocks and their herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of 


Canaan and they are in the land of Goshen." 

B.
And he took five men from among his brothers and presented them to Pharaoh.  


1.
Then Pharaoh said to his brothers, "What is your occupation?"



2.
And they said to Pharaoh:




a.
Your servants are shepherds, both we and also our fathers.



b.
We have come to dwell in the land, because your servants have no 




pasture for their flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of 




Canaan. 



c.
Now therefore, please let your servants dwell in the land of 





Goshen. 


C.
Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying:



1.
Your father and your brothers have come to you. 


2.
The land of Egypt is before you. 


3.
Have your father and brothers dwell in the best of the land--let them dwell 



in the land of Goshen. 


4.
And if you know any competent men among them, then make them chief 



herdsmen over my livestock. 


D.
Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh, and Jacob 


blessed Pharaoh. 


1.
Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How old are you?" 



2.
And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my pilgrimage are 



one hundred and thirty years.  Few and evil have been the days of the years 


of my life, and they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of 



my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage."   (What will be the testimony of 


the years of your life?)


3.
So Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. 

II.
Joseph's family settles in Rameses. (11-12)


A.
And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the 


land of Egypt--in the best of the land--in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had 


commanded.

B.
Then Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father's household with 


bread, according to the number in their families. 

III.
Joseph deals with the famine.  (13-26) 


Now there was no bread in all the land, for the famine was very severe so that the 


land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. 

A.
Plan one:  And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of 


Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought and brought the 


money into Pharaoh's house.
 
B.
Plan two:  



1.
So when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of 




Canaan, the Egyptians came to Joseph and said: 



a.
Give us bread.




b.
For why should we die in your presence? 



c.
For the money has failed. 



2.
Then Joseph said, "If the money is gone, give your livestock, and I will 



give you bread for your livestock."


3.
So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in 



exchange for the horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, and for the 



donkeys. 


4.
Thus he fed them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that year. 


C.
Plan three:  



1.
When that year had ended, they came to him the next year and said to 



him:




a.
We will not hide from my lord that our money is gone and my lord 




also has our herds of livestock. 



b.
There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our 




lands. 






c.
Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? 



d.
Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants 



of Pharaoh.




e.
Give us seed, that we may live and not die, that the land may not be 



desolate. 



2.
Then Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh:




a.
Every man of the Egyptians sold his field, because the famine was 




severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh's. 



b.
And as for the people, he moved them into the cities, from one end 




of the borders of Egypt to the other end.



c.
Only the land of the priests he did not buy because the priests had 




rations 
allotted to them by Pharaoh and they ate their rations which 



Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their lands. 


D.
Plan four:  



1.
Then Joseph said to the people:




a.
Indeed I have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh.



b.
Look, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 



c.
And it shall come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-




fifth to Pharaoh. 



d.
Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field, for your food, 




for those of your households and as food for your little ones. 



2.
So they said: "You have saved our lives.  Let us find favor in the sight of 



my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants." 


3.
And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh 



should 
have one-fifth, except for the land of the priests, which did not 



become Pharaoh's. 

IV.
Joseph's vow to Jacob.  (27-31) 


A.
So Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt--in the country of Goshen--and they had 


possessions there and grew and multiplied exceedingly. 

B.
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of Jacob's life 


was 147 years. 

C.
When the time drew near that Israel (Jacob) must die:



1.
He called his son Joseph and said to 
him:




a.
Now if I have found favor in your sight, please put your hand under 



my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me.  (Placing the hand 




under the thigh was the pledge of a promise--like shaking hands in 




agreement in modern times.)



b.
Please do not bury me in Egypt,  but let me lie with my fathers.




c.
You shall carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place.



2.
And he said, "I will do as you have said." 



3.
Then he said, "Swear to me." And he swore to him. 


(This was a dying act of faith:  Jacob wanted to be buried in the Promised Land 


with his ancestors--believing that his descendants would inherit the land as God 


had promised:  Hebrews 11:13.) 


D.
So Israel bowed himself on the head of the bed. (Oriental beds were usually mats, 

so the most likely meaning of this is that he returned to his bed after talking with 


Joseph.)
Study questions on chapter 47:
1.
Using verses 1-10 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-What message did Joseph deliver to Pharaoh?




-Who did Joseph present to Pharaoh and what did these men tell Pharaoh?




-Summarize Pharaoh's response.  What land did he give to Joseph's family?  What 

position did he offer them?




-Summarize what happened when Jacob appeared before Pharaoh.  


2.
Using verses 11-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-Where did Joseph situate his family?




-What did Joseph provide for his family?


3.
Using verses 13-26 and outline point III, answer the following questions regarding how 

Joseph dealt with the famine.




-What were the details of plan one?




-What were the details of plan two?




-What were the details of plan three?




-What were the details of plan four?



4.
Using verses 27-31 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-For how many years did Israel (Jacob) live in Egypt?




-What was the length of Jacob's life?




-What did Jacob ask Joseph to promise when he knew it was near time for him to 


die? 






-What was Joseph's response to Jacob's request?  



-How was Jacob's request an act of faith?


5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 48

1 And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.

2 And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed.

3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me,

4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.

5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.

6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance.

7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem.

8 And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these?

9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them.

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.

11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed.

12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.

13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him.

14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,

16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.

17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.

19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.

20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh.

21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers.

22 Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.

Outline 48:

(Jacob's last testament.)

I.
Jacob's testament. (1-7) 


(See Hebrews 11:21.)


A.
Now it came to pass after these things that Joseph was told, "Indeed your father is 


sick."  So he took his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, with him to see him. 

B.
And Jacob was told, "Look, your son Joseph is coming to you."  And Israel 


(Jacob) strengthened himself and sat up on the bed.

C.
Then Jacob said to Joseph:


1.
God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed 



me, and said to me:  



a.
I will make you fruitful.




b.
I will multiply you.




c.
I will make of you a multitude of people.




d.
I will give this land to your descendants after you as an everlasting 




possession. 


2.
And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in 



the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and 



Simeon, they shall be mine.  (Jacob adopted Ephraim and Manasseh, 



making them eligible for an inheritance along with the rest of his sons.) 


3.
Your offspring whom you beget after them shall be yours.  They will be 



called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 


4.
But as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died beside me in the land 


of Canaan on the way, when there was but a little distance to go to 




Ephrath; and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath--that is, Bethlehem. 
II.
Jacob blesses Joseph's sons.  (8-20)

A.
Then Israel (Jacob) saw Joseph's sons, and said, "Who are these?"   (Jacob could 


not see them well due to age.)

B.
Joseph said to his father, "They are my sons, whom God has given me in this 


place."


C.
And he said, "Please bring them to me, and I will bless them."

D.
Now the eyes of Israel (Jacob) were dim with age, so that he could not see. 


1.
Then Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced 



them. 


2.
And Israel said to Joseph, "I had not thought I would see your face again, 



but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!" 


E.
So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face 


to the earth. And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward 


Israel's left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and 


brought them near him. 

F.
Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim's head, who was the 

younger, and his left hand on Manasseh's head, guiding his hands knowingly, for 


Manasseh was the firstborn.  

G.
And he blessed Joseph, and said:



1.
God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who 



has fed me all my life long to this day, The Angel (of the Lord) who has 



redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads.



2.
Let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 



and Isaac.  (Jacob spoke of the God of our fathers, the God who 




shepherded me, and the Angel of Redemption.  By so doing, he confirmed 



the work of the ancestral, personal, and redemptive God in his life.)


3.
And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. 


H.
Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, 


it displeased him, so he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's 

head to Manasseh's head.   (The right hand was a symbol of strength, honor, and 


blessing.  Joseph thought it should be on the head of his oldest son.)


1.
And Joseph said to his father, "Not so, my father, for this one is the 



firstborn.  Put your right hand on his head." 



2.
But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He also shall 



become a people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother 



shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of 



nations."   


3.
So he blessed them that day, saying, "By you Israel will bless, saying, 'May 


God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh!'" 


4.
And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 




(The blessings of God are determined by His sovereignty and are not an 



inherited right.  This is seen in the examples of  Isaac, Jacob, and 




Ephraim--all younger sons who were chosen instead of the older who was 



customarily the heir.)

III.
A prophetic word to Joseph.  (21-22)


Then Israel said to Joseph:


A.
Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you and bring you back to the land of 


your fathers.

B.
Moreover I have given to you one portion above your brothers, which I took from 


the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow. 

Study questions on chapter 48:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-What news was brought to Joseph?




-Summarize what Jacob said regarding God.




-What did Jacob say regarding Ephraim and Manasseh?



-What did Jacob recall regarding Rachel?


2.
Using verses 8-20 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What question did Jacob ask Joseph?




-What was Joseph's response?




-What did Jacob do when Joseph brought his sons near to him?




-What blessing did Jacob confer on Joseph?




-What did Joseph observe and try to correct?




-What was Jacob's response to what Joseph tried to do?




-What was the blessing upon Ephraim?




-What was said regarding Manasseh? 


3.
Using verses 21-22 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-What prophetic word did Israel give?




-What property did Jacob bequeath to Joseph?
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 49

1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.

2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father.

3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power:

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.

5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations.

6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall.

7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.

8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee.

9 Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?

10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.

11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes:

12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.

13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.

14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens:

15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.

16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.

17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.

18 I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord.

19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last.

20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.

21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.

22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall:

23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him:

24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)

25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb:

26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.

27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.

28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto them, and blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them.

29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,

30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace.

31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.

32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth.

33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.

Outline 49:

(Jacob's prophetic words to the tribes; Jacob's death.)

I.
Introduction to Jacob's final words.  (1-2) 


And Jacob called his sons and said:


A.
Gather together, that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last days. 


B.
Gather together and hear, you sons of Jacob, and listen to Israel your father. 

(The remainder of the chapter is a prophetic message Jacob delivers regarding the future of his sons who were to become the fathers of the tribes of Israel.  The prophecies are based on past actions and future ramifications, illustrating the principle that the past affects the future.)
II.
Reuben.  (3-4)


A.
Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, the beginning of my strength, the 



excellency of dignity and the excellency of power.  (This is what Reuben was 


called to be.)

B.
But you are unstable as water.  (This is what Reuben actually was like.)

C.
You shall not excel because you went up to your father's bed, you defiled it, and 


went up to my couch. 
(Reuben was an unstable person and is pictured as unrestrained water pouring down in a torrent.  He had unconfessed sexual sin, having had relationships with Jacob's concubine:  Genesis 35:22.  Reuben's tribe never rose to any sort of prominence in Israel and they chose to settle on the wrong side of Jordan.  He lost the rights of the firstborn because of his sin, and these were given to Joseph.  Sins can have lasting consequences, even if you have repented.)

III.
Simeon and Levi.  (5-7)


A.
Simeon and Levi are brothers, instruments of cruelty are in their dwelling place. 

B.
Let not my soul enter their council and let not my honor be united to their 



assembly.


C.
For in their anger they slew a man, and in their self-will they hamstrung an ox. 


1.
Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce.



2.
Cursed be their wrath, for it is cruel.

D.
I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel. 
(Jacob addressed the great sin Simeon and Levi committed at Shechem as recorded in Genesis 34. In addition to killing the men of the city, they crippled the oxen.   Simeon's tribe would be dispersed among the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Naphtali:  2 Chronicles 34:6.  When blessing Israel, Moses did not have anything to say about Simeon:  Deuteronomy 33:8-11.  Levi was also scattered among the people, but because of a stand made for God in the wilderness the members of this tribe were chosen to serve as priests over the nation of Israel--illustrating the transforming grace of God: Exodus 32:26. )

IV.
Judah.  (8-12)


A.
Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise.



(Judah would become a leader.)


B.
Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies.



(Judah would be victorious in battle.)


C.
Your father's children shall bow down before you.


(Judah would reign over Israel.) 

D.
Judah is a lion's whelp.



1.
From the prey, my son, you have gone up.


2.
He bows down, he lies down as a lion and--as a lion--who shall rouse him? 



(One of the names of Jesus is Lion of Judah.)


E.
The scepter (a staff of office and authority)  shall not depart from Judah, nor a 


lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes. And to Him shall be the 


obedience of the people.

F.
Binding his donkey to the vine, and his donkey's colt to the choice vine:



1.
He washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes. 


2.
His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk. 
(Although Judah also has a sinful past--see Genesis 38--no mention is made of it. His transgressions had been blotted out by the blood sacrifice for sin--symbolized by the wine and grapes which resulted in the white symbolizing righteousness.  The wine and grapes--so plentiful that one could wash their clothes in it if desired--also reflected the forgiveness and great blessings that would be extended by God to Judah.  From the line of Judah would come the Messiah.  This tribe would conquer their enemies; the strength of this tribe would be symbolized by a lion; and their authority would continue until the Messiah--Jesus Christ--appeared.  This is one of the earliest Messianic prophecies in scripture.) 

V.
Zebulun.  (13)


A.
Zebulun shall dwell by the haven of the sea.


B.
He shall become a haven for ships.


C.
His border shall adjoin Sidon. 
(The men of Zebulun became experts at war, were strong in battle, and risked their lives for the people of God:  Judges 5:18; 1 Chronicles 12:33.  The tribe was blessed materially through their trade with sea-faring people.)

VI.
Issachar.  (14-15)


A.
Issachar is a strong donkey, lying down between two burdens.


B.
He saw that rest was good, and that the land was pleasant.


C.
He bowed his shoulder to bear a burden, and became a band of slaves.
(This tribe was willing to trade their liberty for the material things of life.  They were hardworking, but instead of fighting the enemy they submissively allowed themselves to become slaves to the people of the land.)
VII.
Dan.  (16-17) 


A.
Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel.

B.
Dan shall be a serpent by the way, a viper by the path, that bites the horse's heels 


so that its rider shall fall backward

(Judges would come from this tribe, i.e., Gideon and Samson were from the tribe of Dan.

Dan was the first tribe to introduce idolatry in Israel. See Judges 18.  They also made sudden attacks--like a viper--on their
enemies.  Their tribe would be small, but greatly feared--thus the analogy of a viper. Despite their serpent-like ways, the tribe of Dan will receive pardon and salvation from the Lord.)

VIII.
Jacob's praise:
I have waited for your salvation, oh Lord. (18)
IX.
Gad.  (19)


Gad--a troop shall tramp upon him, but he shall triumph victoriously at last.  
(The tribe of Gad was constantly at war for years, but eventually they were triumphant!)
X.
Asher.  (20)  


Bread from Asher shall be rich, and he shall yield royal dainties.  
(Asher would be greatly blessed and produce food fit for royalty.  Their land is where the giant pipelines from Middle Eastern oil fields terminate.  One of the largest gas fields is off their coast, and rich, oil-producing olive groves flourish in this territory.) 
XI.
Naphtali.  (21)


A.
Naphtali is a deer let loose.

B.
He uses beautiful words. 

(This tribe was free themselves and led others to break free of bondage. They delighted in their freedom and  were as surefooted spiritually as deer that traversed the wooded hills and open valleys.  Those from the tribe of Naphtali were also great orators and writers.)

XII.
Joseph.  (22-26)


A.
Joseph is a fruitful bough by a well and his branches run over the wall.  (God 


caused everything Joseph did to prosper.  He was fruitful and blessed others.)

B.
Skilled archers have bitterly grieved him, shot at him, and hated him.  (His 


brothers hated him, grieved him, and made him the target of their wrath.)

C.
But his bow remained in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong:



1.
By the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob. 


2.
By the Shepherd.



3.
By the Corner Stone of Israel:



4.
By the God of your father who will help you.



5.
By the Almighty who will bless you with blessings of heaven above, 



blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the 



womb. 


(This is a prophetic word regarding the Messiah.)


D.
The blessings of your father have excelled (are greater than) the blessings of my 


ancestors, up to (and enduring as) the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.

E.
They shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him 



who was separate from his brothers. 
XIII.
Benjamin.  (27)

Benjamin is a ravenous wolf:  In the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he 
shall divide the spoil.  
(The tribe of Benjamin was a small tribe but they became fierce warriors, hence they are compared to a ravenous wolf.    See also Judges 5:14; 19:1-21:25; and Psalm 68:27.)
(Jacob used the analogy of animals to describe some of his sons including a lion which denotes strength; a donkey which indicates submission; a serpent which is crafty and dangerous; a doe, which is swift and skillful; and a wolf which is marked by its fierce tenacity.) 
XIV.
Jacob's death and burial.  (29-33) 


A.
Then he charged them and said to them: 


1.
I am to be gathered to my people.



2.
Bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the 



Hittite, in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre in the land of 



Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite as a 



possession for a burial place.  (This was an act of faith, confirming his 



belief that the nation of Israel would return to their Promised Land.)


3.
There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife, there they buried Isaac and 


Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah. 


4.
The field and the cave that is there were purchased from the sons of Heth.

B.
And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the 


bed, breathed his last, and was gathered to his people. 

(Jacob had prepared  for death privately with Joseph and publically with his other sons.  He had given directions regarding his burial.  People plan for weddings, births, vacations, etc., but many do not make proper plans for death.  They deny, fear, ignore, or neglect the fact that they will someday die. Some die spiritually unprepared, and many die without practical preparations)
Study questions on chapter 49:
1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Who did Jacob call together?




-For what purpose did he bring them together?




-What does the remainder of this chapter concern?

2.
Using verses 3-4 and outline point II, summarize the prophetic word regarding Reuben.


3.
Using verses 5-7 and outline point III, summarize the prophetic word regarding Simeon 
and Levi.

4.
Using verses 8-12 and outline point IV, summarize the prophetic word regarding Judah.

5.
Using verse 13 and outline point V, summarize the prophetic word regarding Zebulun.

6.
Using verses 14-15 and outline point  VI, summarize the prophetic word regarding 
Issachar.

7.
Using verses 16-17 and outline point VII, summarize the prophetic word regarding Dan.

8.
What is Jacob's praise in verse 18? (outline point VIII)

9.
Using verse 19 and outline point IX, summarize the prophetic word regarding Gad.

10.
Using verse 20 and outline point X, summarize the prophetic word regarding Asher.

11.
Using verse 21 and outline point XI, summarize the prophetic word regarding Naphtali.

12.
Using verses 22-26 and outline point XII, summarize the prophetic word regarding 
Joseph.

13.
Using verse 27 and outline point XIII, summarize the prophetic word regarding 
Benjamin.


14.
Using verses 29-33 and outline point XIV, answer the following questions.



-What did Jacob say was about to happen to him?




-Where did Jacob request to be buried?




-What happened when Jacob had finished talking with his sons?  
15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Genesis 50

1 And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him.

2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel.

3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days.

4 And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying,

5 My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come again.

6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear.

7 And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt,

8 And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen.

9 And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company.

10 And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days.

11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called Abel-mizraim, which is beyond Jordan.

12 And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them:

13 For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.

14 And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father.

15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him.

16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying,

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him.

18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.

19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.

22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.

23 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees.

24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

25 And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.

26 So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

Outline 50:

(Mourning for Jacob; the death of Joseph.)

I.
Jacob dies and is mourned.  (1-3)

A.
Then Joseph fell on his father's face, wept over him, and kissed him.

B.
And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father.


1.
So the physicians embalmed Israel. 


2.
Forty days were required for him, for such are the days required for those 



who are embalmed.


C.
And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days (as they did for royalty). 

II.
Jacob is buried.  (4-14)


Now when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spoke to the household of 
Pharaoh, saying:


A.
If now I have found favor in your eyes, please speak in the hearing of Pharaoh:



1.
Tell him that my father made me swear, saying: "Behold, I am dying.  



Bury me in my grave which I dug for myself in the land of Canaan." 


2.
Now therefore, please let me go up and bury my father, and I will come 



back. 


B.
And Pharaoh said, "Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear." 


C.
So Joseph went up to bury his father and with him went all the servants of 



Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt,  as well as 

all the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his father's house. 


1.
Only their little ones, their flocks, and their herds were left in the land of 



Goshen. 


2.
And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen, and it was a very 



great gathering. 


D.
Then they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond (west of ) the 


Jordan, and they mourned there with a great and very solemn lamentation.  Joseph


observed seven days of mourning for his father. 

E.
And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning at the 


threshing floor of Atad, they said, "This is a deep mourning of the Egyptians." 


Therefore its name was called Abel Mizraim (mourning of Egypt), which is 


beyond the Jordan. 


F.
So his sons did for him just as he had commanded them.  For his sons carried him 


to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, 


before Mamre, which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite as 


property for a burial place.

G.
And after he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers 


and all who had gone with him to bury his father. 

III.
Joseph reassures his brothers.  (15-21) 


A.
When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "Perhaps Joseph 


will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him." 

B.
So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying:  Before your father died he 



commanded, saying: Thus you shall say to Joseph: 


1.
I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for 



they did evil to you.


2.
Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father. 

C.
And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 


D.
Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, "Behold, 


we are your servants." 


E.
Joseph said to them:



1.
Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God?


2.
But as for you, you meant evil against me--but God meant it for good, in 



order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.



(Here is the key to successfully handling adversity:  Realize that



what the enemy intends for evil, God uses for good to accomplish His 



purposes.  See Romans 8:28-29.)



3.
Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will provide for you and your little 



ones. 

F.
And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

IV.
The death of Joseph.  (22-26) 


(See Hebrews 11:22.)


A.
So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father's household. 


1.
Joseph lived 110 years. 


2.
Joseph saw Ephraim's children to the third generation.


3.
The children of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were also brought up on 



Joseph's knees. 


B.
And Joseph said to his brethren: "I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and 


bring you out of this land to the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and 

to Jacob."

C.
Then Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying: "God will surely 


visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here." 

D.
So Joseph died, being 110 years old, and they embalmed him and he was put in a 


coffin in Egypt.

(Joseph was 17 when he was sold into Egypt.  He lived there 93 years, 51 of them with his family. Joseph trusted God in life and in death. Joseph is placed in the hall of faith in Hebrews 11:22  Joseph died confident that God would fulfill His promises to bring the people of Israel back to their land.  For hundreds of years, his coffin remained a silent witness of the promise that God would someday take His people to Canaan.   Moses fulfilled Joseph's request in Exodus 13:19 when Israel left Egypt.   The empty tomb is our hope and promise that someday God will bring us to our Promised Land.)

(The book of Genesis opens with life and ends with death.  It opens with creation in Eden and ends with a casket in Egypt.)
Study questions on chapter 50:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I , answer the following questions.




-What event occurs as this chapter opens?




-What was Joseph's response to his event?




-What did the physicians do for Jacob?




-How did the Egyptians respond to this event?


2.
Using verses 4-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.




-What request did Joseph make of Pharaoh?




-What was Pharaoh's response to Joseph's request?




-Who went with Joseph to bury Jacob and who remained in Goshen?



-Where did Joseph and those accompanying him mourn for Jacob?




-What was the response of the Canaanites when they observed the intense  



mourning?




-Where was Jacob buried?




-Where did Joseph go after burying his father?


3.
Using verses 15-21 and outline point III, answer the following questions.




-Summarize the concern expressed by Joseph's brothers after Jacob's death.




-Who did the brothers send to Joseph and with what message?




-What was Joseph's emotional response to the message from his brothers?  What 


did Joseph tell them?  How did he reassure them?

4.
Using verses 22-26 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.




-How old was Joseph when he died?




-To what generation did Joseph see his descendants?




-Summarize Joseph's dying statement and request.  How was this request an act of 

faith?

5.
Using the closing outline note, summarize Joseph's life.


6.
Using the closing outline note, explain why Joseph's coffin gave hope to the Israelites.


What is the symbol of hope of believers?


7.
How did the book of Genesis open and how did it end?  (final outline note.)
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE
Miscellaneous Studies

1.  
The name "Genesis" means beginnings.  This book contains the record of the beginning 
of:


-The world: 1:1-25


-Humanity: 1:26-2


-Sabbath: 2:2-3


-God's covenant with man: 2:15-17


-Marriage: 2:22-24


-Sin: 3:1-7


-Salvation: 3:8-24

-Prophecy: 3:15

-Families: 4:1-15


-Civilization: 4:16-9

-Human government: 9:1-6

-Nations: 10:1-11:32


-Languages 11:1-9


-The Jewish nation: 12:1-3 

2.
In Bible times, names were very significant and often carried spiritual meanings. Note the 
hidden message in the following genealogy:

-Adam's name means "man."

-Adam's son was Seth, which means "appointed."

-Seth's son was Enosh, which means "mortal, frail or miserable."  In Genesis 4:26, it 
says men began to defile the name of the living God during the days of Enosh.


-Enosh's son was Kenan, which can mean "sorrow or dirge."

-Kenan's son was Mahalalel, which means "blessed or praise God." Thus Mahalalel'(s 
name means "the blessed God."

-Mahalalel's son was Jared, which comes from the verb meaning "to descend or shall 
come down."

-Jared's son was named Enoch, which means "teaching or commencement."

-Enoch was the father of Methuselah, whose name means "his death will bring."

-Methuselah(s son was Lamech, which means "despairing."

-And Lamech was the father of Noah, whose name means "to bring rest."
These names, put together convey a message:


Adam            
Man


Seth               
Appointed


Enosh            
Mortal


Kenan            
Sorrow


Mahalalel      
The blessed God


Jared             
Shall come down


Enoch           
Teaching


Methuselah     His death shall bring


Lamech         
The despairing


Noah              
Rest or comfort


As a sentence, it reads: 

Man [is] appointed mortal sorrow; [but] the blessed God shall come down, teaching [that] 
his death shall bring [the] despairing rest.  This is the Gospel in a nutshell!
3.  
Genesis moves from the general to the specific:



-God creates the Heaven and the Earth (Genesis 1:1), then details are given.



-God creates man (Genesis 1), then details are given (Genesis 2).


-God creates all races, then turns attention to one nation--Israel.



-God establishes families, then turns attention to one family and one man--



  Abraham.

4.  
Genesis includes prophecies regarding:



-Jesus: 3:14‑15



-The Earth: 3:17‑18; 8:22



-Races: 9:25‑27



-Israel: 13:14‑17; 12:1‑3; 22:15‑18



-Other nations: 17:19‑20; 25:23



-Jacob: 28:13



-Isaac: 15



-Ishmael: 16



-The tribes of Israel: 49

5.
The book of Revelation provides interesting contrasts between the beginning and end of 
the world. Read Revelation chapters 21 and 22 which describe the final days of time and 
the new heaven and earth God has planned for His people. On the following chart, 
observe the contrasts where every penalty resulting from sin is eliminated:

    
 Genesis





Revelation


Satan has access




Satan has no access


3:1-4






20:10


Dispossession through sin



Repossession through grace  


3:24






21:24


Garden defiled





No defilement 


3:5-7






21:27


Beginning of sorrow, death



End of sorrow, death


3:16-19





21:4


Man's dominion lost




Dominion restored


3:19






22:5


Curse imposed





Curse removed


3:17






22:3


Access to tree of life denied



Access to the tree of life permitted


3:24






22:14


Evil triumphs





Good triumphs 


3:13






20:10


Walk of God with man interrupted


Relationship resumed


3:8-10






21:3  


Paradise closed




Paradise Opened 


3:23






21:25


God created heavens and earth


God creates new heavens and earth


1:1






21:1-2


6.  
Jesus, the Messiah to come, is pictured symbolically in Genesis as:


-In the seed of woman:
Genesis 3:15


-In the skins of beasts:

Genesis 3:21


-In Abel(s blood sacrifice:
Genesis 4:4


-In the ark of safety:

Genesis 7:1,7


-In the offering up of Isaac:
Genesis 22


-In the life of Joseph:

Genesis 37:28; 41:41-44

7.
"These are the generations of" is repeated in the following scriptures.  Record what is said 
regarding each generation. 

Genesis 2:4

Genesis 5:1

Genesis 6:9

Genesis 10:1

Genesis 11:10

Genesis 11:27

Genesis 25:12

Genesis 25:19

Genesis 36:1

Genesis 36:9

Genesis 37:2
8. 
The term "dispensation" is used to designate a period of time during which God's will is 
manifested in a certain way and man responds in a certain way.  It refers to God's 
progressive revelation to man.  Some dispensations are short, others are long.  The Bible 
does not clearly delineate these periods, but theologians have identified the following  
dispensations.


-The Dispensation of  Innocence, extending from creation to the fall of mankind into sin. 


-The Dispensation of Conscience, extending from the fall to the flood.  In the absence of 
a written law of God, decisions were made by human conscience.  Obviously, that didn't 
work too well!


-The Dispensation of  Human Government, extending from the flood to the time of 
Abraham.  God gave directions to live by, but mankind still chose to go his own way.  A 
good example of this is the Tower of Babel.


-The Dispensation of Promise, extending from Abraham to Sinai.  Filled with promises 
regarding the future of God's chosen people.


-The Dispensation of Law, extending from the time of the law given at Mt. Sinai to the 
time of Jesus Christ.


-The Dispensation of Grace, extending from the time of Christ's death on the cross until 
His second coming.  We are presently in this dispensation.


-The Dispensation of the Kingdom, extending from Christ's second coming to the end of 
world history. 
9.
Jesus declared the importance of believing what Moses wrote:  John 5:46-47.  There are 
at least 165 passages in Genesis directly quoted or referred to in the New Testament.
10.
Genesis reveals several names of God which provide knowledge concerning His nature 
and workings.   

-The Almighty God Elohim: 1:1.
-The God of Redemption: Jehovah or Yahweh: 2:4,7.
-God Most High: El Elyon: 14:18-20.
-The God of Seeing: El Roi: 16:13.
-God Almighty: El Shaddai: 17:1.
-The Lord of All: Adonay: 18:27.
-The Everlasting God: El Olam: 21:33.
-The Strong or Mighty One: 49:24.
-The Fear of Isaac:  31:42,53.
-God, the God of Israel: El-eolohe-Israel: 33:20.
 -Also called the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Shem:  Indicating that He is a personal God.

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO
THE ANGEL OF THE LORD
The Angel of the Lord first mentioned in Genesis 16:9 performed actions such as revelation, deliverance, and judgment.  Many consider the Angel of the Lord to be an appearance of the Lord himself to humans who would not be able to see Him as he is and live (Exodus 33:20).  This belief is supported in the account of His appearance to Gideon where He is called Lord. 
The following are the recorded appearances of the Angel of the Lord.

Person To

Reference


Reason

Whom Appeared

Hagar


Genesis 16:7-10

Told her to return to Sarah.
Abraham

Genesis 22:11-13

Stopped Abraham from sacrificing Isaac.
Jacob


Genesis 32:24-30

Wrestled with and blessed Jacob.
Moses


Exodus 3:1-8


Called Moses from a burning bush.
Israelites

Exodus 14:19-20

Protected Israel from pursuing Egyptians.
Israelites

Exodus 23:20-23

Prepared Israel to enter their land.
Balaam

Numbers 22:22-35

Redirected Balaam.
Joshua


Joshua 5:13-15

Reassured Joshua.
Israelites

Judges 2:1-3


Announced judgment against Israel.
Gideon


Judges 6:11-24

Commissioned Gideon.
Elijah


1 Kings 19:4-8

Provided food for Elijah.
David


1 Chronicles 21:16-22

Appeared to David at Ornan.
Jerusalem residents
Isaiah 37:36


Delivered them from Assyria.
Three Hebrew men
Daniel 3:25


Protected the men in the fiery furnace.
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY THREE
BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OF ABRAHAM
Genesis 11:10-25:18
NAME

-Abraham's original name was Abram, meaning "exalted father".
-God changed Abram's name to Abraham meaning "father of a multitude".

FAMILY
-The genealogy of Abraham appears in Genesis chapter 11.

-His father was Terah.

-His brothers were Nahor and Haran.

-Lot, the son of Haran, was his nephew.

-His wife was Sarah.

-He had a son by Sarah named Isaac.

-He had a son by Hargar, Sarai's maid, named Ishmael.
-He had other children by his second wife Keturah, who he married after Sarah's death: Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.

BIRTH, CHILDHOOD, AND EARLY YEARS
Abraham's story begins in Ur of the Chaldeans where he lived with his family in a comfortable home and pleasant surroundings.  But Ur was a wicked city where idolatry and heathen sacrifices abounded--including human sacrifices.  So God spoke to Abraham to leave this evil city and his family behind and go to a promised land.  He partially obeyed--departing but taking along his father, Terah, and other family members with him.  They stopped in Haran and remained there until Terah died.
OCCUPATION OR VOCATION
Abraham was a nomadic herdsman.

MAJOR EVENTS

-God directed Abraham to leave Ur and all of his kindred for a land God would show him:  Genesis 12:1.  Unfortunately, he took his father along--which caused a delay--and other family members including his nephew Lot, who caused Abraham repeated troubles.

-God made a covenant with Abraham:  Genesis 12.
-Abraham eventually separated from Lot:  Genesis 13.

-Abraham defeated four eastern kings:  Genesis 14.

-Abraham rescued Lot when he was taken captive:  Genesis 14.

-Abraham took matters into his own hands and birthed a son by Hagar--Ishmael:  Genesis 16.
-God promised that Abraham would have a son by Sarah:  Genesis 17:9.
-Abraham interceded for Lot when Sodom was being judged by God:  Genesis 19.
-Abraham sinned in Gerar by denying Sarah was his wife: 20.
-God fulfilled his promise to Abraham and he had a son by Sarah--Isaac: Genesis 21.

-Abraham was tested by offering his son Isaac:  Genesis 22.

-Abraham secured a wife for his son, Isaac:  Genesis 24.
-Abraham remarried after Sarah's death and had additional children by Keturah:  Genesis 25.

CHARACTER TRAITS

Positive:

-He was fully persuaded: Romans 4:21.  

A land was promised which Abraham had not seen. It was promised to a son he did not 
yet have.  Yet Abraham did not doubt God. He invested his life in the plan of God in 
order for the promises and purposes of God to be fulfilled in future generations.

-He was obedient to the call of God: Hebrews 11:8.
-He was willing to stand alone: Isaiah 51:2.

-He had spiritual vision: Hebrews 11:10.

-He knew God intimately:  Abraham was called, "the friend of God": James 2:23; 
  2 Chronicles 29:7 ; Isaiah 41:8.
-He was courageous:  Genesis 14.
-He was a man of hope: Romans 4:18-21.

-He was righteous: Romans 4:22.
-He was humble:  Genesis 13:5-18.
-He was a man of peace:  Genesis 13.

-He was loyal, rescuing his nephew Lot when he was taken captive:  Genesis 14.

-He was obedient and prompt to do God's will: Genesis 17 and 22.
-He  remained mobile for God: Genesis 12.
-He received revelation knowledge: Genesis 18:17.
-He did not look to his natural abilities: Hebrews 11:12.

-He sought God: Genesis 12.

-He was generous: Genesis 14:20.
-He reproduced men of like dedication:  This is seen in the life of his servant, Eleazar: Genesis 24.

-He was unselfish:  Genesis 13:5-18; 13:8-9.
-He was a worshipper:  Genesis 12:7-9; 13:18; 12:6.

-He was a man of prayer:  Genesis 19.
-He was a man of faith: .  

-He is listed in the hall of faith in Hebrews chapter 11.


-He was saved by faith:  Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 3:6-14.


-He lived by faith: Hebrews 11:8-19.


-He obeyed God as evidence of his faith: James 2:14-26; Ephesians 2;8-10.

-He went out by faith when he did not know where (Hebrews 11:8-10); how (Hebrews 
 
  11:11-12); when (Hebrews 11:13-16); or why (Hebrews 11:17-19). 

Negative:
-He did not always totally obey God, as he took along family members when he left Ur.

-He tried to bring forth his God-given vision through self-effort by the birth of Ishmael.  

-He was fearful and lied about Sarah being his wife.
DEATH

Abraham died at age 335 and his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, buried him in the cave of Machpelah which he had previously purchased to bury Sarah.
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

A covenant is an agreement between two people that involves promises on the part of each to the other. The Hebrew word for covenant is b'rith, which means cutting.  Biblically, this refers to a custom in  Old Testament times where two people making a covenant passed through the bodies of slain animals after making their agreement. 

There are actually six elements to a covenant:


Content:

What are the promises being made?


Cause: 


For what purpose are these promises made?


Commitment:

There must be a commitment to the covenant from both the giver 





and the recipient.



Confirmation:

Both parties confirm their acceptance of the covenant.


Conflicts:

Conflicts will arise as the covenant is enacted and fulfilled. 


Continuum:

The covenant is eternal, perpetual to all generations.

The Old Testament contains many examples of people who related to each other through covenants. David and Jonathan entered into a covenant because of their love for each other, an agreement which bound each of them to certain responsibilities (1 Samuel 18:3).   Other examples of covenants are those between Abraham and Isaac with the two rulers (Genesis 20 and 26).  Each covenant contained these six elements.

When one “cut covenant” in Old Testament times, it involved a statement of the terms of the agreement; an oath from each party; a curse upon each if one should break the agreement; and the sealing of the covenant by a blood sacrifice. Violation of such a covenant was considered a heinous act.

The truly remarkable thing is that God--who is holy, omniscient, and omnipotent--consented to enter into covenant with sinful man.  In the Old Testament, God made a covenant with Abraham and his seed, stated the terms, swore by Himself, and sealed the agreement with the blood of sacrificial animals.   In the New Testament, this covenant was reconfirmed  through the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ.

The Greek word for “covenant” used in the New Testament, means “a contract or a will.”  Simply stated, our covenant with God, based upon the Abrahamic promises, is the title deed to our inheritance.  It is a legal, spiritually binding agreement between God and man. 

When God called Abraham to leave his home and go to the promised land, He declared that He would make Abraham a great nation with many descendants.  In Genesis 15 Abraham questioned this promise because of his advanced age and the Lord reaffirmed it. Abraham's response is a model of believing faith: "And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness" (Genesis 15:6).  

Genesis 15 describes the ceremony commonly used in the ancient world to formalize a covenant. The custom was that  both parties making the covenant would walk together between the pieces of slain animals (e.g., Jeremiah 34:18-19). This meant that the terms of the covenant would be mandatory on both parties. If one party became guilty of violating any  term of the covenant, it would free the other party from the necessity of fulfilling his own promises.  

But the ceremony which occurred in Genesis 15 between God and Abraham confirming the covenant was different in one very important aspect:

 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram...and it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram.  (Genesis 15:12, 17-18)
Abraham and God did not walk together between the slain animals, as was the custom. God put Abraham in a deep sleep and only God--in the form of a smoking oven and a flaming torch--walked between the pieces of the animals.  This meant that the fulfillment of the covenant was based solely upon God's grace, regardless of failures by Abraham or his descendants.

Abraham could not be responsible for the covenant, but could only be a recipient of the covenant.  He might fail, but the covenant would remain intact.   God would never fail, for He  promised, “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips” (Psalms 89:34).

You are a recipient of this powerful covenant with all of its promised benefits.  It is passed on to you as the spiritual seed of Abraham.  No matter how often you fail, no matter how weak you think you are spiritually, the covenant is not dependent upon you.  You are only a recipient.  The fulfillment is based solely upon God’s grace.

You are a spiritual heir of every blessing of the Abrahamic covenant.  The words “bless” and “blessing” are used repeatedly in these promises.  The root word is barak and means to confer abundant and effective life and to endue with power for success, prosperity, and longevity.  

Abraham was chosen by God to be the father of many nations.  Through him all the nations of the earth were to be blessed:


And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my 
voice.  (Genesis 22:18) 

The New Testament reveals that all believers are heirs to the promises God gave Abraham.  To be an "heir" means you have inherited from him:

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  (Galatians 3:7-9)

You are an heir because you have become the seed of Abraham through Jesus Christ:


And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promises. 
(Galatians 3:29) 

As the seed of Abraham you are an heir of the promise of salvation. But as an heir you are also under commission to bless the nations of the world with the good news of the Gospel.

You are told to claim your inheritance:


Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession.  (Psalms 2:8)

To learn more about the blessings of Abraham and how to claim this spiritual inheritance,  obtain the Harvestime publication entitled:  "The Covenant Of Abraham."  It is available free at: http//www.harvestime.org

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES TO ABRAHAM
Study further about Abram/Abraham using the following references.

Old Testament References:

Genesis 11-26: Major references on the life of Abraham. 
Genesis 28:4, 13
Genesis 31:42,53
Genesis 32:9

Genesis 35:12,27
Genesis 48:15-16
Genesis 49:30-31
Genesis 50:13,24
Exodus 2:24

Exodus 3:6,15-16
Exodus 4:5

Exodus 6:3.8
Exodus 32:13

Exodus 33:1

Leviticus 26:42

Numbers 32:11

Deuteronomy 1:8

Deuteronomy 6:10

Deuteronomy 9:5,27
Deuteronomy 29:13

Deuteronomy 30:20

Deuteronomy 34:4

Joshua 24:2-3
1 Kings 18:36

2 Kings 13:23

1 Chronicles 1:27-28,34
1 Chronicles 16:16

1 Chronicles 29:18

2 Chronicles 20:7

2 Chronicles 30:6

Nehemiah 9:7

Psalms 47:9

Psalms 105:6,9,42
Isaiah 29:22

Isaiah 41:8

Isaiah 51:2

Isaiah 63:16

Jeremiah 33:26

Ezekiel 33:24

Micah 7:20

New Testament References:

Matthew 1:1-2,17
Matthew 3:9

Matthew 8:11

Matthew 22:32

Mark 12:26

Luke 1:55,73
Luke 3:8,34
Luke 13:16,28
Luke 16:23-25,29-30
Luke 19:9

Luke 20:37

John 8:39-40,52,56,57-58
Acts 3:13,25
Acts 7:2,8,16-17,32
Acts 13:26

Romans 4:1-3,9,12-13,16
Romans 9:7

Romans 11:1

2 Corinthians 11:22

Galatians 3:6-9,14,16,18
Galatians 4:22

Hebrews 2:16

Hebrews 6:13

Hebrews 7:1-2,4-6,9

Hebrews 11:8,17
James 2:21,23
1 Peter 3:6
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FOUR
BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OF ISAAC

Genesis 21:1-26:35
NAME

-The name "Isaac" means "laughter"--resulting from the fact that his parents both laughed when God announced they would bear a son in their old age.  
FAMILY
-Isaac was the son of Abraham and Sarah.  He was born when his father was 100 years old and his mother was 91: Genesis 17:19-21; 21:5.  He had an older half-brother named Ishmael who was born to Abraham by Hagaar, Sarah's maid.
BIRTH, CHILDHOOD, AND EARLY YEARS

-The announcement of Isaac's birth is recorded in Genesis 17:19-21.
-His birth is recorded in Genesis 21:1-34.
-There is no record of Isaac's early years other than the fact that he was circumcised when he was eight days old and was perhaps around 20 when offered by Abraham as a sacrifice:  Genesis 21:4 and chapter 22.
-The major stories of his life are recorded in Genesis chapters 17-35.
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

-Isaac was married to Rebekah.

-He had two sons, Esau and Jacob.
OCCUPATION OR VOCATION

-Isaac was a farmer and herdsman:  Genesis 26:18-20.

MAJOR EVENTS

-The major stories of his life are in Genesis chapter 17-35.

-His birth was supernatural:  Genesis 17:19-21; 21:1-34.
-His brother, Ishmael, was cast out of the family:  Genesis 21.
-He was offered  by Abraham as a sacrifice to God:  Genesis 22.
-His wife, Rebekah, was secured for him by Abraham's servant:  Genesis 24. 
-God appeared to him:  Genesis 26:1-6 and 26:23-25.
-He was chosen to carry on the line of God's people and promises:  Genesis 25.
-He and his wife had two sons:  Esau and Jacob: Genesis 25.
-Isaac deceived the men of Gerar and put Rebekah in danger:  Genesis 26.

-He made a treaty with Abimelech, king of the Philistines:  Genesis 26.
-God confirmed the Abrahamic covenant to Isaac:  Genesis 26.
-Isaac tried to bypass God's choice of Jacob over Esau, as Esau was his favorite son.  He was deceived into bestowing the blessing on Jacob:  Genesis 27.

CHARACTER TRAITS

Positive:

-He was obedient to his father:  Genesis 22.

-He had a personal relationship with God:   Genesis 24:63.

-He was a loving man:  Genesis 24:67.
-He was efficient at his occupation and multiplied his wealth:  Genesis 26:12-14.

-He was persistent:  Genesis 26:17-22.

-He tried to be a peace-maker:  Genesis 26:17-22.

-He showed partiality to his sons:  Genesis 25.
-He was a man of prayer: Genesis 26:25.

-He feared God:  Genesis 31:42,53.

-He was a man of faith:  Hebrews 11:16-17.

Negative:

-He attempted to bypass God's will by blessing Esau instead of Jacob:  Genesis 26-27.
-He was deceptive:  Genesis 26.

Isaac is a spiritual type of Christ:

-Both births were prophetically promised.

-Both births seemed impossible in the natural world.

-There was a long interval between the promise and fulfillment.

-Both sons were named before birth by God.

-Both births were miraculous.

-Both births occurred at God's appointed time.

-Both sons were a joy to their fathers.

-Both were obedient unto death.

-Both supernaturally received their lives back.

Parallels between the sacrifice of Isaac and Christ:

-The father offers up his son.

-The son arrives on a donkey.

-The father places the wood on his son' shoulder...in Christ's case, the cross.

-The son carries the wood to the place of sacrifice.

-The son is placed upon the wood. 

The difference is that Isaac was spared.  The Lamb of God, Jesus, was sacrificed.

DEATH

-Isaac's death is recorded in Genesis 35:28-29.  His sons, Esau and Jacob, buried him.
SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES TO ISAAC
Study further about Isaac using the following references.

Old Testament References:

Genesis 17-35: Major references on the life of Isaac.
Genesis 46:1

Genesis 48:15-16

Genesis 49:31

Genesis 50:24

Exodus 3:6,15-16

Exodus 4:5

Exodus 6:3,8

Exodus 32:13

Exodus 33:1

Leviticus 26:42

Numbers 32:11

Deuteronomy 1:8

Deuteronomy 6:10

Deuteronomy 9:5,27

Deuteronomy 29:13

Deuteronomy 30:20

Deuteronomy 34:4

Joshua 24:3-4

1 Kings 18:36

2 Kings 13:23

1 Chronicles 1:28,34

1 Chronicles 16:16

1 Chronicles 29:18

2 Chronicles 30:6

Psalm 105:9

Jeremiah 33:26

Amos 7:9,16

New Testament References:

Matthew 1:2

Matthew 8:11

Mark 12:25.

Luke 3:34

Luke 13:28

Luke 20:37

Acts 3:13

Acts 7:8,32

Romans 9:7,10

Galatians 4:28

Hebrews 11:9,17-20

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FIVE
BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OF JACOB

Genesis 25-37 and 42-49  
NAME

The name Jacob means "supplanter".  Jacob's name was later changed to Israel which means "a prince of God".
FAMILY
-His father was Isaac.  
-His mother was Rebekah. 
-He had one twin brother named Esau.  
-He married Leah and Rachel, daughters of his Uncle Laban.
-He later married Bilhah and Zilpah.

-He had 13 sons and one daughter.

BIRTH, CHILDHOOD, AND EARLY YEARS

Jacob was a twin.  His brother, Esau, was born a short time before him. Before Jacob's birth, God gave Rebekah a prophetic revelation that there were two nations in her womb and the oldest--Esau--would serve the youngest instead of vice versa which was the custom.  Why?  See Romans 9:11.  Jacob was sovereignly chosen before birth to receive God's promises.
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
-Jacob's relationship with his father was deceptive.

-He was the favored son of his mother, Rebekah.

-He had a tumultuous relationship with his Uncle Laban.

-He loved his wife Rebekah.

-He did not initially love his wife Leah.
-His eventually took other wives: Bilhah and Zilpah.

-Jacob had one daughter named Dinah.

-Jacob's sons were:


-Reuben--Leah's first son.

-Simeon--Leah's second son.

-Levi--
Leah's third son.

-Judah--Leah's fourth son.

-Dan--Bilhah's first son.


-Naphtali--Bilhah's second son.

-Gad--Zilpah's first son.

-Asher--Zilpah's second son.

-Issachar--Leah's fifth son.

-Zebulun--Leah's sixth son.

-Joseph--Rachel's first son.

-Benjamin--Rachel's second son.
OCCUPATION OR VOCATION

Jacob was a herdsman, working for many years for his Uncle Laban.

MAJOR EVENTS

-Jacob had three dramatic experiences with God:

At Haran: Genesis 31:1-16.

At Peniel: Genesis 32:22-32.

At Bethel: Genesis 35:1-15.
-Jacob bargains for the birthright: Genesis 25.
-Jacob steals the blessing: Genesis 27.
-Jacob leaves home:  Genesis 28.
-Jacob's dream at Bethel:  Genesis 28.
-Jacob works for Laban:  Genesis 29.
-Jacob flees from Laban:  Genesis 31.
-Jacob returns to Canaan:  Genesis 32.
-Jacob's name is changed to Israel:  Genesis 32.
-The covenant is renewed by God with Jacob:  Genesis 35. 

-Jacob in Canaan:  Genesis 34-35.
-Tragic events at Shechem:  Genesis 34.
-Jacob loses his son Joseph:  Genesis 37.
-Jacob moves to Egypt:  Genesis 46.
-Jacob adopted Joseph's two sons:  Genesis 48.
CHARACTER TRAITS

Positive:
-Sought reconciliation with Esau.
-Prophetic (Genesis 49).
-Cleansing his household of idols.

Negative:

-Fearful--fear of man.

-Deceptive.
-A master manipulator.
-Exhibited partiality.
-Allowing false gods in his household.

-Allowed moral decay within his family.

-Denial:  He denied situations by running away from them.

-Compromising.

-Relied on flesh instead of God.
-A man reaps what he sows:  Galatians 6.:7


-Jacob deceived his father and was deceived by his father-in-law.


-He initially refused submission to God and had to submit to man (Laban).


-As the younger, he pretended to be the older.  He got the older bride instead of the 
younger.


-He deceived Isaac about being his favorite son.  He was deceived by his sons about his 
own favorite son.

-Jacob's assessment of his character:  "Few and evil were my days and they did not attain unto those of my forefathers"  Genesis 47:9.

DEATH

Jacob's death is recorded in Genesis 49:33.  He was 147 years old.  Jacob spoke prophetically of  each of his sons prior to his death:  Genesis 49.

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES TO JACOB
Study further about Jacob using the following references.

Old Testament References:
Genesis 25-37 and 42-49:  Major references on the life of Jacob. 
Genesis 50:24

Exodus 1:1,5
Exodus 2:24

Exodus 3:6,15-16
Exodus 4:5

Exodus 6:3,8
Exodus 19:3

Exodus 33:1

Leviticus 26:42

Numbers 23:7,10,21,23
Numbers 24:5,17,19
Numbers 32:11

Deuteronomy 1:8

Deuteronomy 6:10

Deuteronomy 9:5,27
Deuteronomy 29:13

Deuteronomy 30:20

Deuteronomy 32:9

Deuteronomy 33:4,10,28
Deuteronomy 34:4

Joshua 24:4,32
1 Samuel 12:8

2 Samuel 23:1

1 Kings 18:31

2 Kings 13:23

2 Kings 17:34

1 Chronicles 16:13,17
Psalms 14:7

Psalms 20:1

Psalms 22:23

Psalms 24:6

Psalms 44:4

Psalms 46:7,11
Psalms 47:4

Psalms 53:6

Psalms 59:13

Psalms 75:9

Psalms 76:6

Psalms 77:15

Psalms 78:5,21,71
Psalms 79:7

Psalms 81:1,4,8
Psalms 85:1

Psalms 87:2

Psalms 94:7

Psalms 99:4

Psalms 105:6,10,23
Psalms 114:1,7
Psalms 132:2,5
Psalms 135:4

Psalms 146:5

Psalms 147:19

Isaiah 2:3,5,6
Isaiah 8:17

Isaiah 9:8

Isaiah 10:20-21
Isaiah 14:1

Isaiah 17:4

Isaiah 27:6,9
Isaiah 29:22-23
Isaiah 40:27

Isaiah 41:8,14,21
Isaiah 43:1,22
Isaiah 43:22,28
Isaiah 44:1,2,5,21,23
Isaiah 45:4,19
Isaiah 46:3

Isaiah 48:1,12,20
Isaiah 49:5-6,26
Isaiah 58:1,14
Isaiah 59:20

Isaiah 60:16

Isaiah 65:9

Jeremiah 2:4

Jeremiah 5:20

Jeremiah 10:16,25
Jeremiah 30:10

Jeremiah 31:7,11
Jeremiah 33:26

Jeremiah 46:27-28
Jeremiah 51:19

Lamentations 1:17

Lamentations 2:2-3
Ezekiel 20:5

Ezekiel 28:25

Ezekiel 37:25

Ezekiel 39:25

Hosea 10:11

Hosea 12:2,12
Amos 3:13

Amos 6:8

Amos 7:2,5
Amos 8:7

Amos 9:8

Obadiah 10

Obadiah 17

Obadiah 18

Micah 1:5

Micah 2:7

Micah 2:12

Micah 3:1,8-9
Micah 4:2

Micah 5:7-8
Micah 7:20

Nahum 2:2

Malachi 1:2

Malachi 2:12

Malachi 3:6

New Testament References:

Matthew 1:2,15-16
Matthew 8:11

Matthew 22:32

Mark 12:26

Luke 1:33

Luke 3:34

Luke 13:28

Luke 20:37

John 4:5,12
Acts 3:13

Acts 7:8,12,14-15,32,46
Romans 9:13

Romans 11:26

Hebrews 11:9,20-21
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY SIX
BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY OF JOSEPH
Genesis 30-50
NAME

The name Joseph means "increase or addition".  Rachel named him in faith that "God would add another son" to her.  The Bible devotes more space to Joseph than any other person in Genesis.
FAMILY
-His father was Jacob.

-His mother was Rachel.

-He had one full brother, Benjamin.

-He had one half-sister, Dinah.

-He had ten half-brothers by his father's other wives: Leah, Bilhah, and Zilpah.


-Reuben--Leah's first son.


-Simeon--Leah's second son.


-Levi--
Leah's third son.


-Judah--Leah's fourth son.


-Dan--Bilhah's first son.


-Naphtali--Bilhah's second son.


-Gad--Zilpah's first son.


-Asher--Zilpah's second son.


-Issachar--Leah's fifth son.


-Zebulun--Leah's sixth son.

BIRTH, CHILDHOOD, AND EARLY YEARS

-His birth is recorded in Genesis 30:22-24.

-His father was Jacob.

-He was the first son of Rachel, who had previously been barren.
-He was Jacob's favorite son.
-He was hated by his brothers.

-He found favor with all others later in life:  Potiphar, the prison guards, Pharaoh, and the Egyptian people. 

OCCUPATION OR VOCATION
He was the son of a herdsman. He became second in command in the nation of Egypt.

MAJOR EVENTS

-His birth: Genesis 30:24.
-His brothers hate him/sell him into slavery in Egypt: Genesis 34-38.
-He serves in Potiphar's house, is wrongly accused, and sent to prison: Genesis 39.
-He finds favor in prison: Genesis 39:21-23.

-He interprets dreams while in prison:  Genesis 40. 

-He interpret Pharaoh's dreams: Genesis 41:1-36.
-He is set over Egypt: Genesis 41:37-57.
-He is reunited and reconciled with his brothers: Genesis 42-45.
-He brings his family to Egypt: Genesis 46:1-49:32.
-Death and burial of his father, Jacob: Genesis 49:33-50:14.
-Death and burial of Joseph: Genesis 50:15-26.
There are two major areas of the past that affect all of our lives. One is environmental, the parents you had, the home you came from, and the place in which you grew up. The other is experience, the things you personally have gone through. 

Joseph's childhood environment was not good.  His father, Jacob, had an extensive history of deception. His mother, Rachel, was continually in conflict with Jacob’s other wife, Leah. Rachel was continually trying to manipulate Jacob and gain his exclusive affection.  There was partiality in the home, which created rivalry and jealousy. Jacob preferred Rachel to Leah and Joseph to the rest of his sons (Genesis 37:3-4). The special coat given to Joseph by his father was more than just a beautiful garment. It was not a garment that shepherds wore. It set Joseph apart as the favored child, one who would not work as did the other brothers.

Where there are wrong attitudes, it is always difficult to communicate. Joseph’s brothers hated him for his words (Genesis 37:8) and could not speak peaceably to him (Genesis 37:4). Joseph’s brothers were also involved in a terrible sin of immorality at Shechem (Genesis 34). 

Joseph lived in a family dominated by deceit, immorality, manipulation, envy, and hatred. For seventeen years, he was raised in this dysfunctional family. He could have blamed this bad environment for ruining his life and, in so doing, thrown away his future.

In Genesis 37, we learn how his brothers stripped him of his coat of many colors and threw him into a pit. Then they sat down, cold and uncaring, their ears deaf to his cries. Maybe you have been crying for help, with no answer from those you love the most. Little did Joseph think that he would someday look back on this great tragedy as the most significant event in God's plan for his life. The same may be true for you.

When an Egyptian caravan passed by, Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery. In Genesis 39 it records how Joseph suffered another checkmate when he was falsely accused of immorality and thrown into prison.  Joseph successfully passed the temptation of immorality by: 



-Refusing to do it.


-Recognizing others would be affected: God and Potiphar.



-Calling it what it was:  Wickedness and sin.  



-Realizing that all sin is actually against God.



-Running from it.  When it comes to sexual sin especially--get out and don't look 


back!

You will have defining moments of decision like this in life.  What you do then will affect your destiny and your future.  If Joseph had sinned through immorality, we probably would have heard no more about him in the biblical record.

Confinement is hard at any age, but Joseph was young and used to roaming the hillsides of Judea. Yet, he refused to give in to despair. In Genesis 39-40 we learn that he was placed in a position of responsibility in the prison and ministered to a butler and baker who were confined with him, both of whom promptly forgot him.

Humanly speaking, Joseph had every right to develop a bitter spirit. He was failed by family and friends, falsely accused, and forgotten. But instead of bemoaning his fate, he used each opportunity to the best of his ability and in every difficult circumstance of life, the Lord was with him (Genesis 39:3).  Little did he know that every circumstance was bringing him nearer his God-given destiny.  And this is what God wants to do in your life also. Every situation of your painful past is being used by God to help you achieve your destiny.

Forgotten and alone in prison--Joseph was blessed  by God and promoted by the prison master.  He was the trustee in charge of the prison, and ministered to the inmates--specifically mentioned are Pharaoh's butler and baker.  His ministry in prison resulted in him eventually being summoned by Pharaoh to interpret his dreams.  Joseph was ultimately released from prison, became a ruler in Egypt, and saved the then-known world from death by famine.

Experiences or environment cannot abort God’s purpose for your life unless you allow them to do so.  If you hold on to the pain of the past with bitterness and unforgiveness, God cannot move for you or through you.

When Joseph married, the names he gave his two children were symbolic of the experiences through which he had passed (Genesis 41:51-52). The first child was named Manasseh, meaning “God has made me forget all my toil and all my father's house.”  Joseph didn’t forget his father’s house, but he forgot the pain associated with the events that occurred there. You may never forget the difficulties of the past, but God wants to heal you of the pain of these experiences.

Joseph’s second son was named Ephraim, meaning “God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  Joseph was fruitful in affliction because he let God heal him of the pain of his past.   The only way you will be fruitful and achieve your God-given destiny is to eliminate unforgiveness and bitterness. You must deal with the pain of the past before you can experience a fruitful future. 

Joseph went through many difficulties, but God used them all in his life. Joseph was being prepared to save a nation. What great thing does God have planned for your life?  How will He use the experiences of your past as you submit them to Him and allow the King to move in your life?

When Joseph’s brothers stood before him in Egypt, they didn’t even recognize him. Joseph declared:

“Come near to me, I pray you.” And they came near. And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all  his  house,  and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt." (Genesis 45:4-8)

Joseph realized that the painful events of his past were not just “tough luck” or “unfortunate circumstances.” He declared, “It was not you that sent me here, but God!”  His brothers meant it as evil, but God meant it for good (Genesis 50:20).  But God!  Two words that can change your world!   The pain of your past can be greatly used by God if you release the hurt and bitterness.

As a child, Joseph had dreams and visions of being in a place of responsibility and  authority. All through the long, difficult years, Joseph never lost that dream. When at last he stood in the place of his God-appointed destiny, he remembered the dream: “And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed”  (Genesis 42:9).   God has a plan for your life. He has a destiny for your future. Refuse to let the pain of your past abort your future.

CHARACTER TRAITS

Positive:
-He was a man of faith and vision.
-He was a man of moral integrity.

-He was forgiving.
-He acknowledged the sovereignty of God.
-He was a faithful worker.

-He was a good leader.
-He was concerned about others.
-He gave glory to God.
Negative:

-He was unwise in arrogantly sharing his dreams with his family:  Genesis 37:1-11

-He did not embrace the prophetic plan of God readily when it violated custom:  Genesis 48:17-19.
A SPIRITUAL TYPE
Joseph is a type of Jesus Christ, meaning that the events in his life symbolized those to be experienced by the Lord.  Note the following similarities:

-Both were a beloved son of the father:  Genesis 37:3; Matthew 3:17.

-Both were sent on a mission by the father:  Genesis 37:13; John 3:16 and Philippians 2:5-7.

-Both testified against sin and sinners hated them:  Genesis 37:2; John 15:18.

-Both predicted their future position:  Genesis 37:5; Matthew 24:30-31.

-Both were rejected and experienced a conspiracy to kill them: Genesis 37:19-20; Luke 
 
  19:46-47 and 20:13-14.

-Both were stripped of their garments:  Genesis 37:23; Matthew 27:28.

-Both were targets of a conspiracy:  Genesis 37:18,24; Matthew 26:3-4; 27:35-37.

-Both were sold for silver:  Genesis 37:26-28; Matthew 26:15.

-Both did not yield to temptation:  Genesis 39;  Matthew 4:1-11.

(Although Joseph was not sinless as Jesus was.)

-Both were falsely accused and suffered for sins of others: Genesis 39:13-18; Matthew 26:59-
 65.
-Both were accused along with two other men--one of whom died, one who lived:  Genesis 
 
  39:20; 40:21-22; Mark 15:27-28; Luke 23:39-43.
-Both experienced great anguish:  Genesis 42:41; Hebrews 5:7.
-Both were raised from the place of death by the king:  Genesis 41:14; Ephesians 1:19-20.

-Both were given power from God:  Genesis 41:42-44; Matthew 28:18.

-Both took a Gentile bride:  Genesis 41:45; Ephesians 5:22-23.

-Both were acknowledged to be a savior and ruler:  Genesis 47:25; Philippians 2:10-11.

-Everyone had to get their sustenance--the bread of life--from them:  Genesis 41:55,57; Acts 4:12.

-Both gave honor to the supreme ruler over them:  Genesis 47:14-20; 1 Corinthians 15:24.

-Both were greatly blessed after their sufferings:  Genesis 41:41; Philippians 2:9-11.

-Both freely forgave:  Genesis 44-45; 1 John 1:8-9.

DEATH

-Joseph's death is recorded in Genesis 50:22-26.  
-He was 110 years old when he died.  
-He lived to see Ephraim's children to the third generation and the children of Machir, the son of Manasseh.  
-Prior to his death, Joseph requested that his body be placed in a coffin so that someday when Israel traveled to their Promised Land, his bones could be taken with them. Even in death, Joseph looked towards the future.  For hundreds of years, through all the dark days of Israel’s slavery, that coffin provided hope. It was a silent promise that someday God would move in behalf of His people. Today, we do not have a coffin, but we can look back to an empty tomb on a Jerusalem hillside, a silent witness that God will someday move in our behalf and take us to our Promised Land.

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES TO JOSEPH

Study further about Joseph using the following references.

Old Testament References:

Genesis  30-50: Major references on the life of Joseph

Exodus 1:5-6,8
Exodus 13:19

Numbers 1:10,32
Numbers 13:7,11
Numbers 26:28,37
Numbers 27:1

Numbers 32:33

Numbers 34:23

Numbers 36:1,5,12
Deuteronomy 27:12

Deuteronomy 33:13,16
Joshua 14:4

Joshua 16:1,4
Joshua 17:1-2,14,16,17
Joshua 18:5,11
Joshua 24:32

Judges 1:22-23,35
2 Samuel 19:20

1 Kings 11:28

1 Chronicles 2:2

1 Chronicles 5:1

1 Chronicles 7:29

1 Chronicles 25:2,9
Ezra 10:42

Nehemiah 12:14

Psalms 77:15

Psalms 78:67

Psalms 80:1

Psalms 81:5

Psalms 105:17

Ezekiel 37:16,19
Ezekiel 47:13

Ezekiel 48:32

Amos 5:6,15
Amos 6:6

Obadiah 18

Zechariah 10:6

New Testament References:

Matthew 1:16-20,24
Matthew 2:13,19
Matthew 27:57,59
Mark 15:43,45
Luke 1:27

Luke 2:4,16,33,43
Luke 3:23-24,26,30
Luke 23:50

John 1:45

John 4:5

John 6:42

John 19:38

Acts 1:23

Acts 7:9,13,14,18
Hebrews 11:21-22
Revelation 7:8
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY SEVEN

Character Quiz

Review the characters in the book of Genesis by matching the name with the correct description.

1.
Reuben

___ The first man 

2.
Lot


___ The first woman 

3.
Ishmael

___ Adam's oldest son and the first murderer 

4.
Melchizedek

___ Adam's righteous son, the first person to die
5.
Sarah


___ Adam's son replacing Abel
6.
Eleazar

___ Joseph's oldest son
7.
Hagar


___ Walked with God and never died 

8.
Isaac


___ Oldest man yet died before his father 

9.
Jacob


___ Built the ark and was saved from the flood

10.
Leah


___ Son of Noah, father of the Hebrews and Arabs

11.
Judah


___ Son of Noah, father of Egyptians and Ethiopians 

12,
Ephraim

___ Son of Noah, father of Greeks and Romans

13.
Potiphar

___ Father of Abram

14.
Benjamin

___ Father of the Hebrew race, God's chosen people 

15,
Adam


___ Nephew of Abram who chose to live in Sodom 

16.
Seth


___ Sarah's handmaid 

17.
Ham


___ Son of Abraham and Hagar 

18.
Terah


___ A priest of God to whom Abraham paid tithes 

19.
Japheth

___ Beautiful wife of Abraham 

20.
Cain


___ Son of Abraham and Sarah, the child of promise

21.
Eve


___ Abraham's servant who went for a bride for Isaac 

22.
Manasseh

___ Wife of Isaac 

23.
Joseph


___ Brother of Rebekah, Jacob's uncle
24.
Abel


___ Isaac and Rebekah's son who desired the birthright 
25.
Pharaoh

___ Isaac and Rebekah's son who despised the birthright
26.
Enoch


___ Laban's eldest daughter, Jacob's wife
27.
Noah


___ Favorite wife of Jacob 

28.
Shem


___ Jacob's son through whom the Redeemer would come 
29.
Abraham

___ Jacob's oldest son 

20.
Methuselah

___ Jacob's youngest son 

21.
Esau


___ Saved Israel from famine in Egypt 

22.
Rebekah

___ Captain of the guards in Egypt, bought Joseph
23,
Laban


___ Ruler of Egypt 

24.
Rachel


___ Joseph's younger son 
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