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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF 
FIRST CORINTHIANS
AUTHOR:  Paul.
TO WHOM:  Believers at Corinth, but as with all epistles it is applicable to all believers.
PURPOSE:  Paul deals with problems and questions in the Corinthian church.
KEY VERSE:    And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is 
charity.  (1 Corinthians 13:13)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  Love is the greatest spiritual key to effective Christian life and ministry.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  Paul, Timothy, Apollos, Stephanas.   (See also the names listed in the closing greetings in chapter 16.)

A BRIEF OUTLINE:  Based on issues addressed.
Divisions in the church:1:1-4:21

Sexual immorality: 5:1‑13

Lawsuits among believers: 6:1‑8
Moral issues: 6:9‑20

Marriage and celibacy: 7:1‑40

Questionable practices and Christian conduct:  8:1‑11:1

Order in worship: 11:2‑16

The Lord's Supper: 11:17‑34

Spiritual gifts: 12:1‑14:40

The resurrection:  15:1‑58

Collection for the saints: 16:1‑4

Concluding admonitions and salutations:  16:13-24
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF 
FIRST CORINTHIANS
1  Corinthians 1

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;

5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;

6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:

7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:

8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.

17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.

30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.

Outline 1:
I.
Introduction.   (1‑9)
A.
From:


1.
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God.



(Can you say that you are where you are doing what you are doing because of 


the call and will of God?)


2.
Sosthenes, our brother.  (Acts 18:17.)


(Your calling does not make you superior to other believers.  Note that Paul 


calls Sosthenes his brother  See also Romans 12:3.)

B.
To:
l.
The church of God at Corinth. (The church addressed here is at Corinth, but 


it is in Christ, as all true churches should be.)

2.
Them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus.

3.
Those called to be saints.

4.
All those in every place that call upon the name of Jesus Christ.
(The church is composed of the local church-like Corinth; individual believers-those 

sanctified in Christ; the spiritual Body of Christ-those called to be saints; and the 


universal church-those in every place that call upon the name of Jesus.)
C.
The greeting:  Grace and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus.

(God and Jesus are the sources of grace and peace.)

D.
The thanksgiving. I thank my God always on your behalf:


1.
For what God has done in you.


a.
That the grace of God is given you by Jesus Christ.




b.
That you are enriched by Him in everything, in all 






utterance and in all knowledge.  (You are made spiritually 





wealthy by knowledge of and teaching of the Word of God.)



c.
That the testimony (witness) of Christ was confirmed in 





you.




d.
That you come behind in no gift.  (The gift of salvation, the 





gift of eternal life, and spiritual gifts for edification of the 





Body of Christ.)


2.
For what God will do in you.




a.
That you are  (will be actively) waiting for the coming of 





our Lord Jesus Christ.




b.
That Jesus will confirm (establish) you unto the end, that 





you may be blameless (without any charge against you) in 





the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.


E.
The affirmation of faith:  God is faithful, by whom you were called unto the 


fellowship (relationship and partnership) of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

(In verses 1-9, Paul describes the church's position in Christ.  In verses 10-31 he 
describes how the Corinthian church actually appeared to the world in practice. The 
way we live--our practice--should agree with our position in Christ.)


II.
Church divisions. (10-31)

(Because the church is called into relationship and fellowship with God, Paul deals with  
the problem of divisions.)


A.
Response to the report of division in the Corinthian church.



1.
An appeal for unity: Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 


Jesus Christ.  (Note that Paul calls them "brethren".  No matter how bad 



the division, we are still brothers and sisters in Christ and should resolve 



our issues as members of a family should.)




a.
That you all speak the same thing.




b.
That there be no divisions (splits) among you.  (This is speaking to 




the church.  You will have divisions with people in the world 




because you are not of the world.)



c.
That you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 




same judgment.  (We should not just be united, but we should be in 



perfect unity.  The mind speaks of having the same thoughts, 




motives, and affections.  Judgment is having the same conclusions, 




opinions, and decisions.)



2.
The source of his information about their divisions: For it has been 




declared unto me concerning you my brethren, by them which are of the 





house of Chloe, that there are contentions (arguments and strife) among 



you.



3.
The nature of their divisions: Factions. Now this I say, that every one of 



you says, "I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas (Peter); and I of 



Christ."


4.
Questions regarding the divisions. 



a.
Is Christ divided? 



b.
Was Paul crucified for you? 



c.
Were you baptized in the name of Paul?



(The answer, of course, is no.  Disciples were instructed to baptize in the 



name of Jesus: Matthew 28:19.  Your spiritual experience should be 



based on Jesus alone, not man.  If your experience is based on man, you 



elevate men to the place of God, divide the Body of Christ, and become a 



follower of man instead of God.)



5.
These divisions are not due to his ministry.



a.
I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus (Acts 18:8 and 



1 Corinthians 1:14) and Gaius (Romans 16:23; 1 Corinthians 1:4), 



lest any should say that I had baptized in my own name.




b.
And I also baptized the household of Stephanas  (1 Corinthians 




16:15).




c.
Besides these, I don't know whether or not I baptized any others.




(The fact that Paul couldn't remember who he baptized reveals that 



this was not the emphasis of his ministry.) 




d.
For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Gospel: 




Not with wisdom of words (verbal eloquence), lest the cross of 




Christ should be made of no effect.  (People must be able to 




understand the gospel in order for it to be effective in their lives.)

B.
Arguments against church divisions.


l.
The church is not governed by worldly wisdom and its associated 




divisions:




a.
For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 




but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.   (The unsaved 




think that believers have a distorted, foolish perspective.)



b.
For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will 




bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.




c.
Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of 




this world? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?



(The worldly expert--the wise; the writer--the scribe; and the philosopher--the 


disputer:  All do not comprehend the wisdom of God.)






d.
For after that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 




not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 




them that believe.  (When the world with its own carnal wisdom 




failed to perceive God, He used the foolishness of preaching to 




save those who would believe.)


2.
The church is composed of true believers, whether they be Jew or Gentile.




(Paul divides the whole world into two great ethnic groups:  The Jews and 


the Greeks, the latter meaning all  nations other than Israel. The Greeks 



are also called Gentiles.) 



a.
For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom.



b.
But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block 




and unto the Greeks foolishness. (See 1 Peter 2:7-8.)



c.
But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, we preach 




Christ as the power of God and the wisdom of God because: 




(1)
The foolishness of God is wiser than men.





(2)
The weakness of God is stronger than men.



3.
The church is not called because of their own merit, intelligence, strength, 



or nobility.




a.
For you see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 




after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.



b.
But God has chosen:





(1)
The foolish things of the world to confound the wise.





(2)
The weak things of the world to confound the things which 





are mighty.




(3)
The base things of the world, and things which are 






despised.





(4)
The things which are not, to bring to nothing things that 





are. 


4.
The church is chosen for purpose: That no flesh should glory in His 



presence.


5.
The church is empowered by God with wisdom, righteousness, 




sanctification, and redemption.


6.
The church glories in the Lord:  That, according as it is written, he that 



glories, let him glory in the Lord.

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Read Acts 18:1-8 for background information on the founding of the Corinthian church.



-With whom did Paul reside in Corinth?



-What did Paul have in common with this couple?



-Where did Paul minister on the Sabbath?



-To what two groups did Paul minister?



-Who came to join Paul in Corinth?  



-What was the response of the Jews after Paul gave strong witness to them that 


  Jesus was Christ?



-What was Paul's response when the gospel was rejected by the Jews?



-To whose house did Paul go after the Jews rejected the gospel?



-What key Jewish leader accepted the gospel?



-What message did Paul receive from God regarding the situation?



-Who brought Paul to court and what were the charges?



-What was Paul's response before the judgment seat and what was the result?



-How much longer did Paul remain in Corinth after this persecution?


-For where did Paul depart and who did he take with him? 

2.
Who is sending this epistle and what do you learn about them in 1 Corinthians 1:1?
3.
To whom is the epistle being sent, both specifically and generally?  (2)

4.
What spiritual blessings are bestowed upon the recipients and from whom do these 
emanate?  (3)

5.
What had God done in the Corinthian church for which Paul gives thanks in verses 4-7?
6.
What did Paul say God would do in the lives of the Corinthian believers?  (7-8)

7.
What do you learn in verse 9 about God, Jesus, and how you were called into fellowship?

8.
What problem is Paul addressing in verses 10-31?

9.
In verse 10, what did Paul appeal to the Corinthians to do?
10.
How did Paul hear of the problems at Corinth?  (11)
11.
Describe the nature of the divisions in the Corinthian church.  (12)

12.
What are the questions asked in verse 13, and what are the assumed answers?

13.
What do you learn about Paul's ministry in verses 14-17?


-Who did he baptize?



-What emphasis did he place on baptism?



-What did he say Christ sent him to do?



-How did he preach and why?

14.
According to verse 18, what is the preaching of the cross to those who perish as 
contrasted to those who are saved?

15.
What will God do to the wisdom of the wise and the understanding of the prudent?  (19)

16.
What are the questions asked in verse 20 and what are the assumed answers?

17.
What was the response to God by those with worldly wisdom?  (21)

18.
How does God save those who believe?  (21)

19.
What two major ethnic groups are mentioned in verse 22 and for what does each group 
seek?  

20.
What are the attitudes of each of these groups towards the crucified Christ?  (23)

21.
What is the attitude of members of these groups who are called to salvation?  (24)
22.
What do you learn about the "foolishness and weakness" of God in verse 25?
23.
What do you learn about your calling in verse 26?

24.
What has God chosen to confound the wise? 27

25.
What has God chosen to confound the mighty?  (27)

26.
According to verse 28, what else has God chosen and for what purpose?

27.
What has God made Christ Jesus to be to us?  (30)
28.
If one boasts, in what should they glory?  (31) 

29.
Review what Paul declares is the spiritual position of the Corinthian church in verses 1-9. 
What were some of the problems Paul addressed in the remainder of the chapter that did 
not reflect their position in Christ?  How does your life measure up to what you should be 
in Christ?

30.
Paul refers to Jesus frequently in this chapter. Circle all the references to Christ and then 
answer the following questions:



-By what various names and titles is Jesus identified?



-What do you learn about Christ's relationship to the Father?



-What do believers have through Christ?



-What is the reason Christ sent Paul to minister?



-How are believers to preach Christ?



-What will happen in the day of Christ?



-What do you learn about the cross of Christ?

31.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 2

1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

Outline 2:

I.
Paul's ministry among the Corinthians.  (1-5)



A.
Paul declared the Gospel.  



1.
When I came to you, I did not come with excellent speech or wisdom 



when I 
declared to you the testimony of God.



2.
For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and 



Him crucified.


B.
Paul did not rely on his own strength: I was with you in weakness, fear, and much 


trembling.  (Paul admitted his personal inadequacy.  He relied on the Lord, as 


should we.)

C.
Paul relied on the power and wisdom of God: My speech and my preaching was 


not with enticing words of man's wisdom (persuasion), but in demonstration of 


the Spirit and of power.  (Paul's ministry combined the Word of God and the 


power of God demonstrated through salvations, miracles, and healings.)

D.
Paul ministered with purpose:  So that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 


of men, but in the power of God. (If human wisdom is used to win a person to 


Christ, then their faith will rest on human wisdom.)
II.
The wisdom of God.  (6-12)

A.
It is a wisdom that is not of this world:  We speak wisdom among them that are 


perfect (spiritually mature): yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of 

this world, that come to nothing.  (Paul did not use worldly methods to 



accomplish spiritual purposes.)

B.
It is a wisdom once hidden, now revealed:  But we speak the wisdom of God in a 


mystery, even the hidden wisdom.   (The mysteries of God are hidden truths 


known only to man by divine revelation.)

C.
It is a wisdom ordained by God:  Which God ordained before the world unto our 


glory.

D.
It is a wisdom that cannot be discerned by the world: None of the princes (great 


leaders) of the world knew this wisdom, for had they known it, they would not 


have crucified the Lord of glory. (If they had spiritual discernment to know who 


He was, they never would have crucified Him.)


E.
It is a wisdom revealed to believers by the Holy Spirit.



1.
But as it is written (Isaiah 64:4), Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither 



have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for 



them that love Him.  (We cannot understand by our natural senses of 



seeing or hearing, but through the Spirit we can know.)


2.
But God has revealed them unto us by His Spirit: For the Spirit searches 



all things, yes, the deep things of God.



3.
For what man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 



in him? 


4.
Even so, no man knows the things of God, but the Spirit of God does 



know.  (The indwelling Holy Spirit reveals the things of God to your 



spirit.)


5.
Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is 



of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.



(Note that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, reveals truth, and teaches us so that we 


might have full assurance of our faith.)
III.
How to acquire Godly wisdom.  (13-16)


A.
Reject man's wisdom:  The things we speak are not the words that man's wisdom 


teaches.


B.
Receive what the Holy Ghost teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.


C.
Use spiritual discernment:  



1.
The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God.  (The 



natural man is the unregenerate person without the indwelling Holy 



Spirit.) 


2.
They are foolishness unto him.



3.
He cannot know them because they are spiritually discerned.



4.
He that is spiritual (who has the Holy Spirit within him) judges (discerns) 



all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.



(Through the Holy Spirit we can discern all things, but the natural man in 



an unregenerate state cannot understand us or the revelations of God.)

D.
Accept the sovereignty of God:  For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he 


may instruct Him? 

E.
Maintain the mind of Christ:  But we have the mind of Christ (A true believer 


should have the same thoughts, feelings, and purposes that Jesus had).
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
What do you learn about Paul's ministry in verses 1-4?



-What did he not do?



-What did he declare?



-What was the one thing he determined to know? 



-What do you learn in verse 3 about his personal presentation of the gospel?



-What do you learn about his style of preaching?



-What accompanied his preaching?

2.
According to verse 5, what was the reason Paul ministered as he did?

3.
What kind of wisdom does Paul refrain from using?  (6)

4.
What has happened to the wisdom of this world?  (6)

5.
Using verses 7-8, contrast the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God.

6.
If the princes of the world had possessed godly wisdom, what would they have refrained 
from doing?  (8)

7.
Using verses 9-11, explain how we can receive revelation of the things of God.  Do we 
receive by hearing, seeing, or through another way?

8.
What spirit have believers received and why?  (12)

9.
What do true believers speak?  (13)

10.
What is one ministry of the Holy Ghost mentioned in verse 13?

11.
With what must spiritual things be compared in order to understand them?  (13)

12.
According to verses 13-16, how can a believer acquire godly wisdom?

13.
What is the natural man unable to receive and why?  (14)

14.
What do you learn about judgment and the spiritual man in verse 15?

15.
What is the question asked in the first part of verse 16 and what is the assumed answer?

16.
What do you learn about believers in the closing phrase of verse 16?

17.
Review 1 Corinthians 1:7 through chapter 2:16 and note how many times the words 
"wisdom" and "wise" are used.  Summarize the contrasts between the wisdom of man and 
that of God.

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 3

1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.

2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?

5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?

6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.

8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.

19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.

20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.

21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;

22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours;

23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.

Outline 3:

I.
The need for deeper spiritual teaching.  (1-2)

A.
And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal 


(dominated by the flesh), even as unto babes in Christ.


B.
I have fed you with milk and not with meat: For before now you were not able to 


bear it, neither are you able now.
II.
Carnal divisions.  (3-4)


A.
For you are yet carnal.


B.
When there is envying, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal, 


and walk as (unchanged) men?  (See also James 3:15-16.)

C.
For while one says, "I am of Paul" and another, "I am of Apollos" are you not 


carnal?


(The marks of spiritual carnality and immaturity are envy, strife, division, and 


factions.)

III.
True ministers of God work together to reap a spiritual harvest.  (5-9)


Who then is Paul and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom you believed, even as the 
Lord gave to every man?


A.
I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.


B.
So then neither is he that plants anything, neither he that waters; but God 



that gives the increase.


C.
Now he that plants and he that waters are one: And every man shall receive his 


own reward according to his own labour.


D.
For we are laborers together with God and you are God's husbandry.


(There are diversities of ministries, but unity in purpose.)

IV.
True ministers work together to build God's temple.  (9-15)


(The church and its members are compared to a holy temple.  The church, as well as 
individual believers are God's building.  See 1 Peter 2:5.)


You are God's building.


A.
The foundation.


1.
According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master 



builder
(a spiritual architect) I have laid the foundation and another builds 




thereon.



2.
But let every man take heed how he builds thereupon.



3.
For no other foundation can a man lay than that which is already laid, 



which is Jesus Christ.  (Jesus is the only foundation upon which to build 



your life and ministry.)

B.
The test of the building.


1.
Now if any man build upon this foundation:




a.
Gold.




b.
Silver.




c.
Precious stones.




d.
Wood.




e.
Hay.




f.
Stubble.




(Gold silver and precious stones are beautiful, permanent, valuable, and 



hard to obtain.
Wood, hay, and stubble are common, temporary, cheap and 


easy to obtain.)



2.
Every man's work shall be made manifest, for the day (the time of the end, 



the day of the Lord) shall declare it.



3.
It shall be revealed by fire which shall try every man's work of what 



sort it is.



4.
If any man's work which he has built thereupon abides, he shall receive a 



reward.


5.
If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: But he himself shall 


be saved, yet so as by fire.

(This is a spiritual analogy.  Fire won't hurt gold, silver, and precious stones.  The other 
materials are flammable and will burn. This passage is speaking of a loss of rewards, not 
salvation.  A person may be saved, but his works will be burned if they are not built on 
the right spiritual foundation with the right spiritual materials. Work done for self-
promotion or to receive praise from others are examples of works with wrong motives.) 
V.
The church and individual believers are the temple (sanctuary) of God.  (16-20)

A.
Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells 

in you?


B.
If any man defiles the temple of God, God shall destroy him; for the temple of 


God is holy, which temple you are.



(This not only applies to a believer's individual life but also to the church body, as 

it is spoken within the context of discussing church division.  If you defile the 


church by causing trouble, you will suffer personally.)


C.
Let no man deceive himself:



1.
If any man among you seems to be wise in this world, let him become a 



fool, that he may be wise. (The Gospel seems foolish to the world.)


2.
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 


3.
For it is written, "He takes the wise in their own craftiness."


4.
And again, "The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are vain."
VI.
The conclusion of the arguments against division. (21-23)


A.
Therefore let no man glory in men. 

B.
For all things are yours, whether it be of:


1.
Paul.



2.
Apollos.



3.
Cephas.



4
The world.



5.
Life.



6.
Death.



7.
Things present.



8.
Things to come.


C.
All are yours, and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.


(Jesus eliminates the divisions between people. He also eliminates the divisions between 
the present and the future and life and death because when you become a believer you 
receive eternal life.)
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
How did Paul speak to the Corinthians?  (1)

2.
How was Paul feeding them spiritually and why?  (2)

3.
How does Paul describe the Corinthians in verse 3?

4.
What problem is Paul addressing in verse 4?

5.
What question is asked in verse 4 and what is the assumed answer?

6.
What question is asked in verse 5 and what is the assumed answer?

7.
What was Paul's job, what did Apollos do, and who gave the increase?  (6)

8.
Who is most important in the spiritual planting and harvesting cycle?  (7)

9.
In the opening phrase of verse 8, what do you learn about those who plant and those who 
water?

10.
How will each person be rewarded by God?  (8)

11.
What three terms are used to describe believers in verse 9?

12.
Study verses 9‑15 and identify the following:



‑The building.


-The foundation


-The owner.


‑The builder.


‑The building materials.


‑The test of proper building.


-Cautions about building.


-What those who build properly on a good foundation will receive.


-The final test of every man's building.



-What happens to the work of those who do not build properly.

13.
How are individual believers and the church described in verses 16 and 17? 

14.
Who dwells in the temple of God?  (16)

15.
What happens to those who defile the temple of God and why?  (17)

16.
Using verses 18-20, contrast the wisdom of the world with the wisdom of God.

17.
Explain how verses 21-23 confirm it is totally unnecessary to have divisions in the 
church.  

18.
In what are we not to glory and why?  (21)

19.
Review this chapter again and see how many contrasts you can discover.  Use verses 1-3, 
12-13,14-15,18-20, and 22.

20.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 4

1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.

2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.

4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord.

5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.

6 And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.

7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?

8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.

9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.

10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;

12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.

14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.

15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.

16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.

17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.

18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you.

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power.

20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.

21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?

Outline 4:

I.
An exhortation regarding stewards (ministers) of God.  (1-5)


A.
Believers are stewards of the mystery of God. Let a man so account of us, as of 


the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.


(We are all stewards of the gospel, although not all are gifted as preachers or 


teachers.  A steward is one entrusted to manage something for another.)


B.
Stewards must be faithful.  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be 


found faithful (proven worthy of trust).


(A steward doesn't have to be educated, talented, etc.,--but he is required to be 


faithful.)

C.
The judgment of stewards.  Three types of possible judgment of stewards.


1.
By the crowd:  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged 



of you.
 (Don't worry about what the crowd says about you.)



2.
By your own conscience: Paul doesn't judge himself:... I do not judge 



myself.  For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified.  


3.
By Christ:...but He that judges me is the Lord.


D.
An appeal to withhold judgment until the Lord returns.



1.
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes.



2.
He will bring to light the hidden things of darkness.



3.
He will make manifest the counsels of the hearts.



4.
Then shall every man have praise of God (receive the commendations due 



him from God).
II.
Application of this exhortation to divisions in the Corinthian church. (6-13)


A.
And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos 


for your sakes so that that you might learn in us:



1.
Not to think of men above that which is written.



2.
That no one of you be puffed up one against another.


(Paul was using himself and Apollos as examples to illustrate his teaching.) 


B.
Three questions that illustrate this truth:



1.
For who makes you to differ from another? 


2.
And what have you that you did not receive?   


3.
Now if you did receive it, why do you glory, as if you had not received 



it?  (Did you gain it by your own efforts?) 

C.
Now you are full, now you are rich, you have reigned as kings without including 


us: And I would to God you did reign, that we also might reign with you.


(They behaved as if they were superior to the apostles and didn't need anything 


more from them.)


D.
For I think that God has set forth us, the apostles, last, as it were appointed to 


death: For we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.


E.
The contrast between the apostles and the superior attitude of the Corinthians.



1.
We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are (supposedly) wise in Christ.



2.
We are weak, but you are (supposedly) strong.



3.
You are honorable (honored by men), but we are despised.



4.
Even unto this present hour we both hunger and thirst, we are naked, 



buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place.


5.
We labor, working with our own hands.



6.
Being reviled (spoken evil of), we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; 



being defamed, we entreat.



7.
We are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things 



unto this day.
III.
An appeal to follow his example.  (14-17)

A.
His aim in writing.


I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved 
sons I warn you.


B.
His relationship to them.


1.
For though you have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not 



have many fathers.



2.
For in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.



3.
Wherefore I beseech you to be followers (imitators) of me.


(Paul was a spiritual father to the Corinthians.  Spiritual parenting is needed in 


the church today.  Do not birth new believers and then abandon them.  Parent 


them--disciple them or arrange to have them discipled--so that they can grow in 


the Lord.)


C.
His reason for sending Timothy.



1.
For this cause I have sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son and 


faithful in the Lord.



2.
He shall bring to your remembrance my ways which be in Christ, as I 



teach everywhere in every church.

IV.
A warning that their attitude will determine his actions.  (18-21)


A.
Now some of you are puffed up (arrogant and conceited), as though I would not 


come to you.


B.
But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and I will not know (I will not 


tolerate)  the speech of  them which are puffed up, but rather the power (of God).

C.
For the Kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.  (The Kingdom of God does 

not exist in you or your church just because you say it does, but because its power 

is demonstrated in and through you.  Your talk must line up with what is 



demonstrated in your life.)

D.
What do you want? Shall I come unto you with a rod (of correction) or in love and 

in the spirit of meekness? (Their attitude will determine whether Paul will come 


with discipline and correction or to fellowship with them in love.)
Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
What are believers called in verse 1?

2.
What is required of stewards?  (2)

3.
Why did Paul not worry about being judged by others?  (3-4)

4.
Why should believers judge nothing before the time of final judgment? (5)

5.
According to verse 5, what will happen at the time of final judgment?

6.
What is the admonition in verse 6?

7.
What are the questions asked in verse 7 and the assumed answers?

8.
According to verse 8, how did the Corinthian believers view themselves?
9.
What was Paul's opinion of the apostles, including himself?  (9)

10.
Make a list of the things Paul experienced in ministry.  (10-13)

11.
What was Paul's purpose in speaking of the things about which he writes in this chapter?  
(14)

12.
What relationship did Paul have with the Corinthians?  (14-15)

13.
What was Paul requesting in verse 16?

14.
Why had Paul sent Timothy to the Corinthians?  (17)

15.
How did Paul describe Timothy in verse 17?

16.
According to verses 18-19, what was the attitude of some of the Corinthians and how 
does Paul deal with this attitude?

17.
What do you learn about the Kingdom of God in verse 20?

18.
What are the questions asked in verse 21 and what are the assumed answers?  

19.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 5

1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife.

2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.

3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,

5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?

7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:

10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.

11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.

12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?

13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.

Outline 5:

I.
Moral problems in the church.  (1-2)


A.
The sin.



1.
It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you.



2.
It is a type of fornication that is not so much as named among the Gentiles.



3.
It is that one should have his father's wife.


(This was not rumor.  It was a proven report of sin with which the Corinthians 


were not dealing. The sin was fornication--in this case, fornication between a man 

and his father's wife--either his step-mother or mother.)

B.
The failure of the church to act.



1.
You are puffed up (proud and arrogant).


2.
You have not mourned about this.  (The word "mourn" is the same word 



used for grieving over the dead with intense sorrow.  That was the same 



response they should have had to the sin in their midst.)


3.
You have not acted so that he that has done this deed might be taken away 



from among you.


(The Corinthians were "puffed up" and bragging about their spirituality while 


ignoring sin in their midst.)

II.
Judgment of the guilty person. (3-5)


(Believers are not to judge the motives and commitment of other believers, but they are to 
judge sin in the church by agreeing with what God says regarding it and following the 
biblical guidelines for dealing with it.)


A.
For verily, as absent in body but present in spirit, I have judged already, as though 


I were present, concerning him that has done this deed.

B.
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, and my 


spirit (is with you), with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such an one 


unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day 


of the Lord Jesus.  (See an example of this in 1 Timothy 1:20.  See also Matthew 


18:15-17.  Formal excommunication was for the purpose of restoration.)
III.
An appeal to the church to act.  (6-8)

A.
Your glorying (without repenting) is not good. 

B.
Don't you know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?



1.
Purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, as you are 




unleavened. (If you ignore sin, it spreads like leaven in dough.)



2.
For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.



3.
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven 


of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 



truth.  (You are a new creature.  Don't live in the old "leaven" of life.)
IV.
Principles for dealing with sinful people.  (9-13)


A.
I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators.


(This implies that Paul wrote a previous letter to the Corinthians.)


B.
Yet not altogether (not only) with the fornicators of this world, but also do not 


keep company with the covetous, extortioners, or idolaters.  (We are to be 



separated, but not isolated.  We must have contact with people of the world to win 

them, but they should not be our close associates.)

C.
For then you must go out of the world (you will begin to live like the world and 


drawn  into its life style).


D.
But now I have written unto you not to keep company or eat with any man that is 


called a brother but who is:



1.
A fornicator (sexual sins).


2.
Covetous (jealously desiring what others have).



3.
An idolater (worshipping something other than God).



4.
A railer  (one who speaks evil of others or blasphemes).


5.
A drunkard (addicted).


6.
An extortioner  (one who takes possessions of others by force).



(The church is warned not to associate with believers who are doing these 



things.)


E.
Judging.



1.
For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? 


2.
Do you not judge them that are within?



3.
Those who are without God judges. 


4.
Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.




(We are not to judge the world--that will happen in the future. We are, 



however, to discern sin within the church and deal with it according to 



scriptural guidelines.)
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
What had been reported to be happening among the Corinthians? (1)
2.
What had been the church's response to the sin identified in verse 1?  (2)

3.
What had Paul done, despite his absence?  (3)
4.
What instructions did Paul give the Corinthians regarding dealing with this sin?  (4-5, 7,
9-11,13)

5.
What is the purpose for turning one to Satan and what does it mean to do this?  (5)

6.
What natural example does Paul use in verses 6-8 to illustrate his point?

7.
Using verse 8, compare the old leaven with the unleavened as used in the analogy.  Why 
was it necessary to purge sin out of their midst?  (6-8)

8.
With whom should we refuse to keep close company?  (9-11)

9.
What questions are asked in verse 12 and how are they answered in verse 13?

10.
What is the final command in verse 13?

11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 6

1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?

2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?

4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church.

5 I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?

6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers.

7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?

8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.

9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.

14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.

16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Outline 6:

I.
Litigation before worldly courts.  (1‑8)

A.
The questions regarding such litigation:  Dare any of you, having a matter against 


another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?


(This is not speaking about using the courts for legitimate resolution with 



unbelievers, nor is it dealing with criminal matters.  It is addressing believers 


who sue one another in a worldly court of law.)


B.
Reasons for settling problems in the church instead of in a secular court.  


1.
Because of the church's future work of judging.




a.
Do you not know that the saints shall judge (govern) the world? 



b.
And if the world shall be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge 



the smallest matters?




c.
Do you not know that we shall judge angels? 



d.
How much more should we be able to judge things that pertain to 




this life?



(If we are to judge the world and angels in the future, then certainly we 



should be qualified to judge and settle disputes among ourselves.)



2.
Because your problems are being heard by a totally unqualified judge who 



has no concept of spiritual matters.  If then you have  judgments of things 



pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the 



church.  (You are better off with a less qualified believer resolving 




 issues than a qualified unbeliever.)


3.
Because it shows the church's failure to exercise judgment.




a.
I speak to your shame. (It is shameful when believers air their 




problems before the world.)



b.
Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? 



c.
Is there not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?




d.
But brother goes to law with brother before the unbelievers.

C.
The desired response from believers instead of litigation.



1.
Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because you go to law 



one with another. (You may win the dispute against another believer in a 



secular court, but you have actually lost because your testimony before the 


world is damaged.)


2.
Why do you not rather take wrong? 


3.
Why do you not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded (deprived of what 


is due you)?



4.
But no, you do wrong and defraud your brethren.

II.
A warning against unrighteousness.  (9‑11)

A.
Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the Kingdom of God? 

B.
Do not be deceived.  These shall not inherit the Kingdom of God:



1.
Fornicators (sexual immorality).


2.
Idolaters (those who put anything before God).



3.
Adulterers (sexual intercourse with the spouse of another).


4.
Effeminate (referring to female homosexuality).


5.
Abusers of themselves with mankind  (referring to male homosexuality).


6.
Thieves (those who steal).


7.
Covetous (those who lust after what others have).


8.
Drunkards (those with addictions).



9.
Revilers (those who are verbally abusive of others).


10.
Extortioners (those who seize the money and possessions of others by 



force).


C.
And such were some of you: But now--in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 


Spirit of our God:



1.
You are washed.


2.
You are sanctified.



3.
You are justified.

III.
Questionable practices.  (12-20)


(The previous passage dealt with specific sins mentioned in God's Word.  This passage 
deals with questionable practices, things not specifically mentioned as right or wrong 
which are determined by conscience and conviction.)


A.
A basic principle governing questionable practices.



1.
All things are lawful (permitted) unto me, but all things are not expedient 



(profitable for me to do).



2.
All things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of 



any.

B.
Example of a questionable practice:  Restricted foods.  Meats (food) for the belly, 


and the belly for meats: But God shall destroy both it and them.  ( What is eternal 


is what is important, not issues over questionable practices like food.) 

C.
Example of a sinful practice: Fornication.


1.
Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the 



body.



2.
God has raised up the Lord, and He will also raise us up by His own 



power.



3.
Do you not know that your bodies are the members of Christ? Shall I then 



take the members of Christ and make them the members of an harlot? God 


forbid.



4.
What?  Do you not know that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? 



a.
"For two, " says God, "shall be one flesh." 



b.
But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.




(If you are joined to a harlot, you become one yourself.)


5.
Flee fornication (make it your habit to flee). 


6.
Every sin that a man does is without the body; but he that commits 




fornication sins against his own body.




a.
What? Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 




Ghost which is in you, which you have of God, and you are not 




your own?




b.
For you are bought with a price: Therefore be sure to glorify God 




in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.

Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
What issue is addressed in verses 1-8?

2.
What are three reasons for settling problems in the church?  (See the outline and verses 2-
6)

3.
What is the desired response among believers rather than litigation? What were the 
Corinthians doing instead?  (6-8)

4.
What specific sins are listed in verses 9-10 that will prevent a person from inheriting the 
Kingdom of God? 

5.
According to verse 11, what had the Corinthians been in times past and what were they 
now?

6.
Using verses 12-14, discuss how a believer should deal with questionable practices.

7.
Against what is Paul warning in verses 15-18?

8.
The believer's body is a member of what?  (15)

9.
What are the questions and answers in verses 15-16?

10.
What happens when two people are joined together in fornication?  (16)

11.
What happens to one when he is joined to the Lord?  (17)

12.
What sin does Paul admonish the Corinthians to flee and why?  (18)

13.
What is the difference between fornication and other sins?  (18) 

14.
What is the believer's body and the church body called in verse 19?

15.
To whom do the believer's body and the church belong?  (20)

16.
With what price was the believer purchased?  (20)

17.
According to verse 20, how is the believer to glorify God?

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 7

1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.

2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.

3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.

4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.

5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.

6 But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.

7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.

8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.

9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.

10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:

11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.

12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.

13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.

14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.

15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.

16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?

17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.

18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.

19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.

20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.

21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.

22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.

23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.

24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.

25 Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.

26 I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be.

27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.

28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none;

30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not;

31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.

32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord:

33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.

34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband.

35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.

36 But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry.

37 Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well.

38 So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better.

39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.

40 But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.

Outline 7:

(The Corinthians lived in a society that was dominated by sexual immorality.  There was a great emphasis on marriage by Jewish customs also.  Apparently the church had asked Paul questions concerning the subjects of celibacy, sexual relationships, and marriage.)
I.
Marriage, celibacy (remaining single for spiritual purposes), and the single life.  (1‑9)

A.
The celibate life:  Now concerning the things whereof you wrote unto me: It is 


good for a man not to touch a woman. (Paul says if a person is called to celibacy, 


it is a good thing.)

B.
Married life:  Nevertheless, to avoid fornication:


1.
Let every man have his own wife. 



2.
Let every woman have her own husband.


3.
Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence (conjugal rights) 



and likewise also the wife unto the husband.



4.
The wife does not have power over her own body, but the husband: And 



likewise also the husband does not have power over his own body, but the 



wife.




a.
Do nor defraud one another (deny intimate relations) except it be 




with consent for a time.




b.
Give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and then come together 




again so that Satan will not tempt you for your incontinency.




(One legitimate reason for refraining from intimate relations is for 



spiritual purposes, but afterwards the couple should come 





together again.)


C.
The single life: But I speak this by permission (of the Holy Spirit), and not of 


commandment (of Jesus).


(Paul made it clear that this teaching was not a commandment from Jesus.  His 


teaching here, however,  is still inspired by the Holy Spirit because it is part of the 

Word of God.)



1.
I would that all men were even as I myself. 


2.
But every man has his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and 



another after that.  (Celibacy is permitted, but not required.)


3.
I say therefore to the unmarried and widows:




a.
It is good for them if they abide even as I. 




(Some people think Paul may have been married and his wife died 




or else left him when he turned to Christ.  These are theories, as 




the Bible provides no information on this.)




b.
But if they cannot contain, let them marry: For it is better to marry 




than to burn (to be aflame with passion and ungratified desire).
II.
Separation and divorce.  (10-16)

A.
 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord:



1.
Do not let the wife depart from her husband.


2.
But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her 



husband.



3.
Do not let the husband put away his wife.


B.
But to the rest I speak, not the Lord: 


1.
If any brother has a wife that does not believe and she is pleased to dwell 



with him, let him not put her away.



2.
And the woman who has an husband that does not believe and if he be 



pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.



(Do not leave your marriage just because you become a believer and your 



mate is unsaved.)



3.
For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 



wife is sanctified by the husband or else your children would be unclean; 



but now are they holy.  (This does not mean your mate is saved through 



your spiritual experience, but that because you are a believer your sexual 



union and your children are not unholy.)


4.
But if the unbeliever departs (abandons his mate), let him depart. A 



brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases.



5.
But God has called us to peace.  (God's perfect plan is for peace, but 



sometimes that is impossible.  One's mate may abandon them or be 



so abusive that a person must remove themselves and the children from 



the home.  For further discussion of separation and divorce, see the 



Harvestime publication entitled "Divine Division.")


6.
For what do you know, oh wife, whether you shall save your husband? 



Or how do you know, oh man, whether you shall save your wife?



(By remaining with them, a believer may be able to lead the unbelieving 



mate to the Lord by word and example.)

III.
The believer's calling.  (17‑24)

(This passage, seemingly out of place here,  is caution to consider how marriage and 
a future mate might affect your calling in God.  What is your calling?  Are you planning 
to marry a believer who is in agreement with your call from God?)


A.
The basic principle:  But as God has distributed to every man, as the Lord has 


called every one, so let him walk. And so I ordain in all churches.


B.
Circumcision.


1.
Is any man circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. 



2.
Is any man uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised. 


3.
Circumcision or lack thereof is nothing,  but what is important is keeping 



the commandments of God.

(Jews were descendants of Abraham who practiced circumcision.  They referred to all other nations as being uncircumcised.  Circumcision was a sign of God's covenant with the Jews: Genesis 17:9-14.  It was a physical operation with spiritual significance, but the Jews came to depend on the physical instead of the spiritual and  require it in addition to salvation through Jesus.  We make the same mistake if we depend on religious rituals or any  requirement other than the saving blood of Jesus Christ. God wants His people to experience a spiritual circumcision of the heart:  Deuteronomy 10:16;30:6; Jeremiah 4:4; 6:10; Ezekiel 44:7.) Circumcision was not wrong in itself.  It was the significance it was being given that was wrong.)

C.
Calling:  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.


(Just because you accept the gospel, do not leave your present  position unless it 


is immoral, illegal, or sinful.  For example, just because you are saved does not 


mean you must leave your business for full-time Christian work.  God may use 


your business to support the missions of others.  This does not mean a believer 


should not set goals or embrace change, merely that it is unnecessary to abandon 


your present station in life when you become a believer.  Serve God where you 


are)


1.
Are you called to be a servant?  Do not be concerned about being free, but 



use your position as a servant.



2.
He that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman. 


3.
Likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.


4.
You are bought with a price, so do not be the servants of men.



5.
Let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.



(Whether you are a servant or free in the natural world is not important.  What is 


vital is whether or not you are a servant of Christ.)

IV.
Advice to the unmarried.  (25‑28)

A.
Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: Yet I give my 


judgment, as one that has obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.


B.
I suppose, therefore, that this is good due to the present distress:  I say, that it is 


good for a man so to be.  (Paul was giving this advice in light of the difficult 


circumstances in which the Corinthians lived.)

C.
Are you bound unto a wife? Do not seek to be loosed. 

D.
Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife.


E.
But and if you marry, you have not sinned.


F.
If a virgin marry, she has not sinned. 

G.
Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: But I spare you.

V.
Advice to both married and unmarried:  The focus should be on God because the world is 
passing away.  (29-35)


The time is short so:


A.
Regarding marriage:  Let them that have wives be as though they had none.

B.
Regarding grief:  Let them that weep, as though they did not weep. (Do not let the 


grief of a tragedy prevent you from serving God and fulfilling your destiny.)

C.
Regarding pleasure: Let them that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not.


D.
Regarding material things:  Let them that buy, as though they possessed not.

E.
Regarding the world in general:  Let them use this world, as not abusing it.



(Use the resources of this world, but do not abuse your liberty to do so.  Be in the 


world but not of the world.  See 1 John 2:15-16.)


F.
Regarding carefulness (for the things of God):


1.
He that is unmarried cares for the things that belong to the Lord, how he 



may please the Lord.


2.
He that is married cares for the things that are of the world, how he may 



please his wife.



3.
There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. 



a.
The unmarried woman cares for the things of the Lord, that she 




may be holy both in body and in spirit.




b.
She that is married cares for the things of the world, how she may 




please her husband.




c.
And I speak this for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare 




upon you (restrict you), but for that which is comely (good), and 




that you may attend upon the Lord without distraction.

VI.
Marrying and giving in marriage.  (36-38)


A.
But if any man think that he behaves himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she 


pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will. Let them 


marry. He does not sin. 

B.
Nevertheless he that stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but 



has power over his own will, and has decreed in his heart that he will 



keep his virgin, does well.


C.
So then he that gives her in marriage does well; but he that does not give her in 


marriage does better.
VII.
Advice to widows.  (39-40)

A.
The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband lives.

B.
If her husband is dead, however, she is at liberty to be married to whom 



she will, only in the Lord. (If she remarries, it must be to a believer.)

C.
But she is happier if she so abide (as a widow), after my judgment.


D.
And I think also that I have the Spirit of God.

Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
Summarize Paul's introductory comments regarding marriage in verses 1-2.
2.
Summarize the teaching regarding marriage in verses 3-5.
3.
What would be one reason for a married couple to temporarily refrain from sexual 
relations?  (5)

4.
On what basis is Paul giving this advice?  (6)

5.
What did Paul wish for every man?  (7)

6.
Are all people called to celibacy?  (7)

7.
What advice is given to the unmarried and widows in verses 8-9?
8.
Summarize the admonitions to the married in verses 10-13.

9.
Explain verses 14-16.  If an unbeliever is married to a believer, does this mean the 
unbeliever is automatically saved? 
10.
If the unbeliever departs from a marriage, is the abandoned partner under bondage?  (15)

11.
What is God's ultimate plan for marriage relationships?  (15b)

12.
What is Paul's advice regarding marriage in verse 17? 

13.
Using verses 18-19, summarize Paul's comments on circumcision.
14.
What is the point of verses 20-21?

15.
According to verses 22-24, what are believers called? Whom should we not serve? Who 
should we serve?
16.
What does Paul say regarding individual callings in verse 24?

17.
Summarize what Paul teaches regarding virgins in verses 25-26 and verse 28. 
18.
What is Paul's advice regarding marriage in verses 26-28?
19.
What do you learn about the believer's conduct in light of the shortness of time?  (29-31)

20.
What do you learn about the destiny of the world in verse 31?

21.
With what are married people concerned and with what are unmarried people concerned? 



(32-34)

22.
What is Paul's motive in this teaching according to the latter part of verse 35?

23.
What advice is given regarding virgins in verses 36-38?
24.
For how long is a wife bound to her husband?  (39)

25.
What happens if a woman's husband dies?  Can she remarry?  (39)

26.
What was Paul's opinion regarding a widow remarrying?  (40)

27.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

I Corinthians 8

1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.

2 And if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.

3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.

4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.

5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)

6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.

8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.

9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.

10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;

11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?

12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.

13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.

Outline 8:

(Paul begins a discussion of Christian liberty using food offered to idols as an example of a questionable practice.  The principles apply to all areas of questionable activities, however.  Remember that this passage is not dealing with commands regarding right and wrong that are clearly given in the Word.)

I.
Christian liberty regarding questionable practices should be governed by love.  (1-3)

A.
Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 

B.
Knowledge puffs up, but charity (love) edifies.  (In regards to questionable 


activities: Be governed by love for weaker brethren rather than by your 



knowledge.)

C.
And if any man thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought 


to know.


D.
But if any man loves God, the same is known of Him.


(All believers have knowledge from which we form our conclusions and personal 
convictions regarding questionable matters, but we all have incomplete knowledge.  If we 
view our convictions as superior to those of 
others, then we are prideful. Questionable 
practices and Christian liberty must be governed by love.  We are not loved and known 
by God on the basis of what we do in regards to questionable practices.)
II.
An example of a questionable practice:  Eating food offered to idols.  (4-8)

A.
Therefore, as concerning the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice 


unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 


other God but one.


B.
For though there be many that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth--as 


there be gods many and lords many:



1.
Unto us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in 


Him.



2.
Unto us there is but one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, 
and we 


are by Him.


C.
However, not every man has this knowledge: For some who consider an idol as 


real and powerful are offended by their weak conscience if they eat or if another 


believer eats food offered to the idol.

D.
But meat (food offered to idols) does not commend us to God, for whether we eat 


or not, we are not the better or the worse (for doing so).

(Whether we partake of questionable practices or not does not make us acceptable or 
unacceptable to God.)  
III.
Voluntary limits on Christian liberty.  (9-13)

A.
But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours (your power of choice) 


becomes a stumbling-block (an obstacle) to them that are weak.


B.
For if any man see you, as one who has knowledge, sit at meat in the idol's 


temple:



1.
Shall not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened (encouraged) 



to eat those things which are offered to idols? 


2.
And through your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom 



Christ died?  (He will feel guilty for having eaten, and perhaps turn from 



Christ.)

C.
But when you sin so (in this way) against the brethren and wound their weak 


conscience, you sin against Christ.


D.
Wherefore, if meat makes my brother to be offended, I will eat no flesh while the 


world stands.


(Christian liberty is not solely a matter of right and wrong or a question of knowledge.  
Your Christian liberty should be limited by love and concern for weaker brothers and 
sisters 
who might be offended by your conduct.)
Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Summarize the basic principles given in verses 1-3 regarding food offered to idols.
2.
According to verses 4-8:


-What does Paul say regarding the power of idols?



-Who alone is to be worshipped?



-What do you learn about God and Jesus in this passage?



-Why are some people defiled when they eat food offered to idols and 



  others are  not?



- Are we better or worse off if we eat food offered to idols?
3.
What is a stumbling block?  (9)

4.
How could your decisions regarding questionable matters become a stumbling block to 
weaker Christians?  (9-11).
5.
Against whom do you sin if your liberty in questionable matters causes a weaker brother 
to perish?  (12)

6.
According to verse 13, what was Paul's attitude towards eating food offered to idols?

7.
Apply what you learn in this chapter to other questionable practices in which believers 
might engage.

8.
From your study of this chapter, why do you think some questionable things are okay for 
some believers but not okay for others?
9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

I Corinthians 9

1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?

2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.

3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,

4 Have we not power to eat and to drink?

5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?

6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?

7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?

10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.

11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?

12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.

20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;

21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.

22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

Outline 9:

I.
Paul's response regarding his liberty was based on his calling.  (1-3)

(Paul continues his discussion of Christian liberty by addressing liberty in ministry, using 
himself as an example.)


A.
Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are 


you not my work in the Lord?


B.
Even if I am not considered an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: For 


you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.


C.
This is my answer to them that examine me in this. 
II.
Paul was free to enjoy common acceptable practices if he desired.  (4-7)


A.
Have we not power to eat and to drink (just like other believers)? 

B.
Have we not power to lead about a sister--a wife--as well as other apostles, 


as the brethren of the Lord, and as Cephas?  (Paul could have had a wife 



 like some of the other leaders did, but he apparently chose not to.)

C.
Or do not I and Barnabas have the power to forbear working?


(Paul and Barnabas were entitled to receive  income from their ministry, but 


chose not to do so.)



1.
Example of a soldier: Who goes to war any time at his own charges? 


2.
Example of a farmer:  Who plants a vineyard, and does not eat of the fruit? 


3.
Example of a shepherd:  Who feeds a flock and does not partake of the 



milk of the flock?

III.
Paul's options were approved by Old Testament law.  (8-10)

A.
Do I say these things as a man (my own thoughts), or does not the law say 



the same also?


B.
For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle the mouth of 



the ox that treads out the corn." 

C.
Does God only take care of oxen or does He also say this for our sakes?


D.
For our sakes,  no doubt, this is written: 


1.
That he that plows should plow in hope.



2.
That he that threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.

IV.
Paul had options to take liberties based on his spiritual relationships.  (11)


 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal 
things?   (Believers should give to those ministries who are ministering and have 
ministered to them.  Paul had the option to receive from the Corinthians if he desired to 
do so.)

V.
Paul's reasons for waiving these rights.  (12‑27)

A.
He does not want to hinder the gospel.



1.
If others be partakers of this power over you (claim this right), are we not 



(qualified to do so also)? 


2.
Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things lest we 



should hinder the gospel of Christ.



3.
Do you not know that they which minister about holy things live of the 



things of the temple and they which wait at the altar are partakers with 



the altar?



4.
Even so, the Lord has ordained that they which preach the gospel should 



live of the gospel.



(God's plan is for those who preach the gospel to live by receiving income from it. 

 Paul, however, chose to earn his own living.)


B.
He does not want to abuse his power.


1.
But I have used none of these things, neither have I written these things, 



that it should be so done unto me: For it were better for me to die, than 



that any man should make my glorying void.



2.
For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: For necessity is 



laid upon me; yes, woe is unto me, if I do not preach the gospel.  




(Preaching the gospel was Paul's divine call, not a career choice.)


3.
For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: But if against my will, a 



dispensation (trust) of the gospel is committed unto me.  (As a steward of 



the Gospel, Paul was entrusted with a responsibility for which he would 



be held accountable whether he fulfilled his calling or not.)


4.
What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I may make the 



gospel of Christ without charge, so that I do not abuse my power in the 



gospel.


C.
He is able to win more people to Christ.



1.
For though I be free from all men, yet I have made myself servant unto all, 


that I might gain the more.



2.
Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews.



3.
To them that are under the law, I become as under the law, that I might 



gain them that are under the law.


4.
To them that are without the law, I become as without law--not being  



without law to God, but under the law to Christ--that I might gain them 



that are without law.



5.
To the weak I became as weak, that I might gain the weak.  (Paul went 



along with peoples' petty rules in order to minister to them.)


6.
I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some (at all 


costs and in every way).



7.
And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be a partaker thereof with 



you.

D.
He is able to focus on his spiritual goals.



1.
Paul ran like a professional runner:




a.
Do you not know that they which run in a race all run, but only one 



receives the prize? 




b.
So run, that you may obtain (the prize).



c.
And every man that strives for the mastery is temperate in all 




things. They do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we obtain an 




incorruptible one.




d.
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly.  (He had a definite goal.)


2.
Paul fought like a professional fighter:  I fight, not as one that beats the air. 


 (He knew his enemy and used his spiritual weapons effectively.  He did 



not fight like it was a practice session.  He fought with purpose.)


3.
Paul disciplined himself like a professional athlete: But I keep under my 



body and bring it into subjection, lest that by any means, when I have 



preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (Paul lived what he 



preached lest he become a castaway and deemed unfit and disqualified for 


service).

Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
What subject is Paul addressing in this chapter?
2.
What questions does Paul ask in verse 1 and what are the assumed answers?

3.
What was the seal of Paul's apostleship?  (2)

4.
What was Paul's answer to those who criticized him?  (1-3)
5.
What are the questions asked in verses 4-8 and what are the assumed answers?

6.
What example is used from the law of Moses to illustrate what Paul has been saying?  (9)

7.
What are the questions in the latter part of verse 9 and the beginning of verse 10.  What is 
the answer given in verse 10?

8.
Using verses 1-11 and outline points I-IV, list the reasons Paul gives to justify his 
authority.

9.
What questions are asked in verses 11-13 and what are the answers?  What is Paul's 
point?

10.
What principle is established in verse 14?
11.
According to verses 4-14, what were some of the rights the apostles had?  According to 
verses 15-18, why had Paul denied himself of these rights?

12.
What does Paul say regarding his ministry in verses 15-16?

13.
What do you learn about rewards for ministry in verse 17?

14.
According to verse 18, what did Paul consider his reward?
15.
What is the main point of verses 19-22?  According to verse 23, what is the reason Paul 
did these things?
16.
What analogies are used in verses 24-26 to describe the Christian life?

17.
According to verse 27, what was Paul's personal concern and what did he do to address 
that concern?

18.
The word "power" is used frequently in the King James Version of this chapter.  The 
word means "authority".  Find each use of the word and summarize what you learn about 
the authority Paul had as an apostle.

19.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 10

1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat;

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand.

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

18 Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?

19 What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing?

20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.

21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.

24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth.

25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake:

26 For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.

27 If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake.

28 But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof:

29 Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man's conscience?

30 For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks?

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:

33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.

Outline 10:

I.
The history of Israel:  An example of the abuse of liberty.  (1‑11)

A.
Privileges of Israel.  Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant, 



how that:



1.
They had guidance:  All our fathers were under the cloud.



2.
They had deliverance:  All passed through the sea.



3.
They had spiritual leadership:  All were baptized unto Moses in the cloud 



and in the sea.


4.
They had natural provision:  All ate the same spiritual meat (food).


5.
They had spiritual provision:  All drank the same spiritual drink. 



a.
For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them.




b.
And that Rock was Christ.  


(All of these events were a type of salvation that would come through Christ.  We 


pass from the sin of Egypt through baptism in Christ, eating and drinking the 


bread and water of life that flows from the rock, Christ Jesus.)

B.
The fate of Israel.  (Despite all of these blessings.)


1.
With many (the majority) of them God was not well-pleased.



2.
As a result, they were overthrown in the wilderness.


C.
Learning from the history of Israel.



1.
Learning from the general example: Now these things are our examples, to 


the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they lusted.  (We have 



liberty in Christ, but should not abuse it by sinning as Israel did after they 



were liberated from Egypt.)


2.
Learning from specific examples.




a.
Lust:  Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should 



not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.




b.
Idolatry:  Do not be idolaters, as were some of them; as it is 




written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to 




play."  (Idolatry is anything you put in the place of God, anything 




that consumes your time and passion more than your relationship 




with God.)



c.
Fornication:  Neither let us commit fornication (sexual 





immorality), as some of them 
committed, and in one day 23,000 




died in judgment.




d.
Tempting Christ:  Neither let us tempt Christ (try His patience), as 




some of them also tempted God and were destroyed of serpents.




e.
Murmuring: Do not murmur, as some of them also murmured, and 




were destroyed of the destroyer.



3.
Applying these examples.



a.
Now all these things happened unto them for examples.




b.
They are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 




world are come (the completion of this age).

II.
The resulting admonitions drawn from the example of Israel. (12-13)

A.
Realize the danger of falling: Wherefore let him that thinks he stands take heed 


lest he fall.


B.
Realize you are not alone in your spiritual battles: No temptation has taken you 


but such as is common to man. 

C.
Realize that God is faithful.

D.
Realize that God will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able.


E.
Realize that God will make a way of escape:  But God will with the temptation 


also make a way to escape, that you may be able to bear it.

III.
An appeal to avoid idolatry.  (14-22)


(Idolatry is emphasized because it was a major problem in the city of Corinth.)


A.
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.


B.
I speak as to wise men; judge what I say to you.  (Use your reason and 



discernment regarding what I am saying.)


C.
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 


Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the Body of 


Christ?



1.
For we, being many, are one bread and one body: For we are all partakers 



of  that one bread. (We participate at the altar of the Lord's Supper.  His 



blood and body identify us with that altar as believers.)



2.
Behold Israel after the flesh: Are not they which eat of the sacrifices 



partakers of the altar?  ("Israel after the flesh" refers to the Israel of 



history, not the godly remnant who refused to embrace idolatry.)

D.
What am I saying?  



1.
That the idol or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is anything?



2.
No, but I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 



devils, and not to God:  And I do not want you to have fellowship with 



devils.  (Idols are actually no threat to believers, but they do have demonic 


powers behind them and should be avoided.)


3.
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of devils.



4.
You cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.



5.
Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He (that we 



should defy Him by our idolatry)?


(When you eat from an altar--meaning you participate in a church, group,  


organization, or form of worship--you are associating yourself with all they 


represent.)
IV.
Guidelines governing questionable practices.  (23-33)


Ask yourself these questions:


A.
Is it expedient for me to do?



All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: All things are lawful 


for me, but all things do not edify. (There are many questionable things you could 

do, but are they beneficial to you or others?)

B.
Does this profit or benefit other believers?



Do not let any man seek his own, but let every man seek another's wealth (his 


welfare and benefit).


C.
Do I have a clear conscience concerning this practice?



1.
Whatsoever is sold in the shambles (meat market), eat it, asking no 



questions for conscience sake: For the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness 



thereof.



2.
If an unbeliever invites you to a feast, and you decide to go; whatsoever is 



set before you, eat it asking no questions for conscience sake.



3.
But if any man says unto you, "This is offered in sacrifice unto idols", 



don't eat it because he told you this and so, for your conscience' sake, don't 


do it. For the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof.

D.
How does this affect the conscience of other believers?



Conscience, I say, not your own, but of the other person (should be your guide). 


1.
For why is my liberty judged of another man's conscience?



2.
For if I by grace be a partaker of that for which I give thanks, why do they 



speak evil of me?



(Paul is asking, "Isn't it unfair to judge me because of another person's 



conscience?"  The answer is given in verses 32-33.)

E.
Does it glorify God?



Whether therefore you eat, or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of 


God.


F.
Does it offend someone of another culture or the church in general?



Give no offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.


G.
How does it affect your ministry?



I please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of 



many that they may be saved.  (Do not offend others by a life-style that would 


hinder their acceptance of the gospel and their subsequent Christian walk.  Your 


freedom regarding questionable matters must be balanced in regards to your 


responsibility to both believers and unbelievers.)
Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
What do you learn about the privileges of Israel in verses 1-4?

2.
What was the fate of many in Israel because of their disobedience?  (5)

3.
What specific sins of Israel are addressed in verses 7-10?

4.
What was the purpose for recording the history of Israel? (6 and 11)
5.
Why was there a special emphasis on the subject of idolatry in this letter to the 
Corinthians?  (outline)

6.
What warning if given in verse 12?

7.
What do you learn about temptation in verse 13?

8.
How were believers to respond to idolatry?  (14)
9.
What did Paul say regarding his teaching in verse 15 and what did he say was to be the 
Corinthian's response to his teaching?   


10.
What is the cup of blessing and the bread spoken of in verses 16-17?

11.
Three different altars are mentioned in verses 16-21.  Identify them:



-One: 16-17
________________________



-Two: 18-19
________________________



-Three 20-21
________________________

12.
What do you learn about idols in verses 19-20?

13.
What do you learn about your relationship to the "altars" in which you participate or 
at which you worship?  (16-21 and outline point III) 

14.
In verse 21, what does Paul tell believers they cannot do? How does this principle apply 
to believers today?
15.
What questions are asked in verse 22 and what are the assumed answers?
16.
What subject is dealt with in verses 23-30 and what guidelines are given?
17.
How can verse 23 be applied to all questionable activities?
18.
What do we learn about the earth in verses 26 and 28?
19.
What specific guidelines are given regarding food offered to idols?  (27-33)

20.
What were Paul's questions in verses 29-30 and what are the answers in verses 31-33?

21.
What is the guideline in regards to all activities of a believer?  (31)

22.
What questions are given in part IV of the outline that will help you make decisions 
regarding questionable practices?  (See also verses 23-33)

23.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 11

1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.

3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head.

5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.

6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered.

7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.

8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.

9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.

10 For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels.

11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord.

12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God.

13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?

14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?

15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.

16 But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.

17 Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.

18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.

19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.

20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.

21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.

22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not.

23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.

27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.

34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation. And the rest will I set in order when I come.

Outline 11:

I.
An exhortation.  (1-2)


A.
Be followers (imitators) of me, even as I also am of Christ.


B.
Remember me in all things.


C.
Keep the ordinances as I delivered them to you.  (Ordinances are truths passed on 

from generation to generation.)
II.
Guidelines for spiritual order.  (3-16)

(These guidelines apply to spiritual order in the Christian home and the church.)


A.
Principles of divine order.



1.
I would have you know that the head of every man is Christ.



2.
The head of the woman is the man.



3.
The head of Christ is God.

(God is the head of Christ, but is not superior to Christ and does not dominate Him. The 
two are one.  The same should be true of the relationships between man and woman.  
Man is not to be superior to or dominate women.  It is a matter of spiritual order and 
function in the Christian home and the church. For complete discussion regarding this 
subject, consult the Harvestime International Network publication entitled "Women A 
Biblical Profile."  See also Supplemental Study Three of this outline.)

B.
Principles for worship and ministry.



1.
Every man praying or prophesying (speaking forth the Word), having his 



head covered, dishonors his head.



2.
Every woman that prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors 



her head: For that is the same as if she were shaven.




a.
For if the woman is not covered, let her also be shorn.




b.
But if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be 




covered.



(Paul indicates that women will both pray and prophesy in public. To prophesy is 


to speak forth the Word of God by teaching, preaching, and foretelling. Keep this 


in mind when you study 1 Corinthians 14.)

C.
Principles drawn from creation.



1.
For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the 



image and glory of God: But the woman is the glory of the man.



2
For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.



3.
Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.



4.
For this cause the woman ought to have power on her head because of the 



angels.

D.
Principles drawn from spiritual partnership.


1.
Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman.



2.
Neither is the woman without the man, in the Lord.



3.
For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman.



4.
But all things are of God.



(In God, there is true union between man and woman.)


E.
Principles drawn from common wisdom.


1.
Judge it yourselves: Is it comely (acceptable) that a woman pray unto God 



uncovered?



2.
Does not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a 



shame unto him?   


3.
But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: For her hair is given her 


for a covering (her hair is a symbol of her spiritual covering). 

F.
Conclusion of the discussion:  But if any man seems to be contentious, we have 


no such custom, neither the churches of God.


(The previous passage must be studied within the context it was given.  History 


reveals that prostitutes in the city of Corinth shaved their heads so they would be 


easily recognized by their clients. Paul is admonishing Christian women to be 


different.  Customs vary from nation to nation, and this is where Christian liberty 


must be extended.  For example, in one modern nation, prostitutes are recognized 


because they wear no makeup, so the women in that country wear makeup to be 


sure they are not mistaken for a prostitute.  The bottom line is that this subject 


should 
not be debated or rigid rules made concerning these issues. The culture, 


modesty, and a person's motives and conscience, should determine personal dress 

and appearance. In some churches, women wear hats or scarves to symbolize 


their spiritual covering.  There is no spiritual directive concerning this.  Again, 


this is a matter of culture and/or conscience.)

III.
Addressing problems concerning observing the Lord's Supper.  (17‑34)

A.
The problem: Now in this I declare unto you and I do not praise you:  That you 


come together not for the better, but for the worse.



(The people were coming together to celebrate the Lord's Supper, but instead of a 

blessing, it was bringing a curse because they did not observe it properly.  They 


were treating it like a  party, a dinner fellowship that they called a love feast.  See 

2 Peter 2:13 and Jude 12. The feast was not wrong in itself, but it was a problem 


when connected with the observance of the Lord's Supper.)


B.
The nature of their problem.


1.
Division:  For first of all, when you come together in the church, I hear 



that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.



2.
Deception:  For there must be heresies among you also, that they which are 


approved may be made manifest among you.



3.
Distraction:  When you come together therefore into one place, this is not 



to eat the Lord's Supper.  (Their pot-luck feasts were distracting from the 



observance of the Lord's Supper.) 



a.
For in eating, everyone eats his own supper before others.




b.
And one is hungry, and another is drunken.


C.
The rebuke for the problem.


1.
What? Do you not have houses to eat and to drink in? 


2.
Do you despise the church of God, and shame them that have not? 



(People who had nothing to bring to the love feasts were embarrassed.)



3.
What shall I say to you? 



a.
Shall I praise you in this? 



b.
I do not and I will not praise you.

D.
The proper order for observing the Lord's Supper.



1.
It was established by the Lord:  For I have received of the Lord that which 



also I delivered unto you.  (Note that Paul received this order of the Lord's 


Supper by revelation.  Note also that he had already told them how it was 



to be done.)



2.
The bread: That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was




betrayed took bread.
And when He had given thanks, He broke it 




and said, "Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: This 



do in remembrance of me."


3.
The cup: After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 




supped, saying, "This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do 



and as often as you drink it, you do so in remembrance of me."


E.
The meaning of the Lord's Supper: For as often as ye eat this bread and 



drink this cup, you do it in remembrance of Jesus, to show the Lord's death until 


He comes.

F.
Participation in the Lord's Supper.



1.
Unworthy participation: Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and 



drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and 



blood of the Lord.



2.
Worthy participation:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 


that bread, and drink of that cup.  (We are to prayerfully examine ourselves 


spiritually before partaking of the Lord's Supper.)


3.
Results of unworthy participation.




a.
For he that eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks damnation 




to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.




b.
For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many 




sleep.



4.
Results of worthy participation.



a.
For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.




b.
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 




should not be condemned with the world.





(Which do you prefer?  Being condemned or being chastened?  It is 



your choice.)


5.
Participating together:



a.
Wherefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, tarry one 




for another.




b.
And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; so that you do not 




come together unto condemnation. 
(The Lord's Supper should include a look to the Lord: Verse 23; a look to the past: Verse 26a; a look to the future: Verse 26b; a look within: Verse 27,32: and a look around to consider others: Verse 33.)

IV.
And the rest will I set in order when I come.  (The other matters that need addressing 
Paul will take care of when he comes to Corinth.) (34b)
Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
What three commands does Paul give the Corinthians in verses 1-2?


2.
What is the spiritual order in terms of women, men, Christ, and God?  (3)

3.
Using verses 4-15,  summarize the principles of conduct and appearance for prayer, 
worship, and prophesying.



-Does this passage mean it is a sin for men to have long hair?  (outline)



-Why did Paul admonish Christian women in Corinth not to shave their heads?  


  (outline)



-What do you learn about the relationship of men and women in the Lord?   (7-12)



-Summarize what you learn in the outline about the cultural context in 



which verses 1-15 were given.

4.
In verse 16, what do you learn about how disagreements over these subjects should be 
handled?

5.
What is the problem Paul is addressing in verses 17-20?

6.
What violations were the Corinthians committing when they observed the Lord's Supper. 
(17-22 and outline notes)
7.
What questions did Paul ask in verse 22 and what are the assumed answers?

8.
What guidelines did Paul give regarding the observance of the Lord's Supper? (23-29)
9.
What should a person do in order to be worthy to partake of the Lord's Supper? (28)

10.
According to verses 29-30, what can result from eating the Lord's Supper unworthily?

11.
What are the results of self-examination and worthy participation in the Lord's Supper? 
(31-32)
12.
Using verses 33-34 summarize Paul's concluding statements regarding the Lord's Supper.

13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 12

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.

2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.

3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

14 For the body is not one member, but many.

15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?

20 But now are they many members, yet but one body.

21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.

22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?

30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

Outline 12:

I.
The test of spiritual gifts.  (1-3)


A.
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you to be ignorant.


(One can be ignorant by not knowing about spiritual gifts,  not recognizing what 


their own gifts are, and not understanding how to use their gifts properly.)

B.
You know that you were as the Gentiles carried away unto these dumb idols, even 

as you were led (before you were saved).

C.
Wherefore I want you to understand:



1.
No man speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed.



2.
No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

(No  no one can sincerely confess Jesus as Savior without the Holy Spirit who draws 
them to salvation.)

II.
The source and unity of spiritual gifts. (4-6)


A.
One Spirit: Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.


B.
One Lord: And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.


C.
One God. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which 



works all in all.


(Note the work of the Trinity in the manifestation of spiritual gifts and the unity of 

spiritual gifts:  One Spirit, Lord, and God working in all of the Body of Christ.)

III.
The purpose of spiritual gifts:  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal. (7)

(Spiritual gifts are divine abilities given to believers for spiritual profit and to empower 
them for ministry.)

IV.
The diversity of gifts.  (8-11)

(For a definition of each of these gifts, see the Harvestime International Network course 
entitled "Ministry Of The Holy Spirit".


All of these gifts work through the one Spirit, that divides to every man as He will.

A.
To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom.


B.
To another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit.


C.
To another faith by the same Spirit.


D.
To another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit.

E.
To another the working of miracles.


F.
To another prophecy.


G.
To another discerning of spirits.


H.
To another different kinds of tongues.


I.
To another the interpretation of tongues.
V.
The functioning of spiritual gifts compared to the human body.  (12-27)


A.
For as the human body is one and has many members and all the members of that 


one body, being many, are one body: So also is Christ.


B.
For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 


Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and we have been all made to drink into one 

Spirit.

C.
For the body is not one member, but many.



1.
If the foot shall say, "Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body", is 



it therefore not of the body?



2.
And if the ear shall say,  "Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body", 



is it therefore not of the body?



3.
If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 


4.
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?


(Is your church body handicapped spiritually because some parts are not 



functioning properly?)


D.
But now God has set the members--every one of them--in the body, as it has 


pleased Him.



1.
And if they were all one member, where were the body?



2.
But now they are many members, yet but one body.



3.
And the eye cannot say unto the hand, "I have no need of you" nor again 



the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."

E.
No, this cannot happen because:



1.
Those members of the body which seem to be more feeble are necessary.



2.
Those members of the body, which we think to be less honorable, upon 



these we bestow more abundant honor.



3.
Our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.


F.
All parts of the body work together.



1.
God has tempered the body together, having given more abundant honor 



to that part which lacked so that:




a.
There should be no schism in the body.




b.
The members should have the same care one for another.



2.
If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.



3.
If one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.


G.
Believers are the Body of Christ:  Now you are the Body of Christ, and members 


in particular. (The physical body needs various members in order to exist and 


function properly.  The same is true of the spiritual body.)
VI.
The order of spiritual gifts is set by God.  (28-30)


A.
And God has set some in the church:



1.
First apostles.



2.
Secondarily prophets.



3.
Thirdly teachers.



4.
Miracles.



5.
Gifts of healings.



6.
Helps.



7.
Governments (leadership).



8.
Diversities of tongues.

B.
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?



Do all have the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?  


(The assumed answers to these questions are no.)
(For a comprehensive study of spiritual gifts, consult the Harvestime International Network publication entitled, "The Ministry Of The Holy Spirit".)
VII.
Covet the best gifts.  (31)


 But covet earnestly the best gifts--and yet I show unto you a more excellent way.

Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
According to verse 1, what was Paul's desire for the Corinthians?
2.
What do you learn about the previous conduct of the Corinthians in verse 2?

3.
According to verse 3, what role does the Holy Spirit fulfill in drawing people to faith in 
Jesus Christ?
4.
What is the source of spiritual gifts?  (4-6)

5.
What is the purpose of spiritual gifts?  (7)

6.
List and define the gifts mentioned in verses 8-11.

7.
Summarize the analogy of the  functioning of the human body as an example of the Body 
of Christ.  (12-27)
8.
What do you learn about members of the body that are less comely than others, both in 
the natural and spiritual bodies?  (21-24)

9.
If one member of the Body of Christ suffers, what should other members do?   (26)

10.
If one member of the Body of Christ is rejoicing, what should others members do?  (26)

11.
What are believers called in verse 27?

12.
Who places the members of the Body of Christ in their positions of ministry?  (28)
13.
List the spiritual gifts mentioned in verses 28-31.

14.
What are the questions asked in verses 29-30 and what are the assumed answers?

15.
What does Paul say believers are to covet?  (31)

16.
What did Paul say he would show to believers?  (31)

17.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 13

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Outline 13:

(This chapter concerns the "more excellent way" of which Paul spoke at the end of chapter 12.  The word "charity", as used in this chapter, means love.  There are four different words for love in Greek.  One refers to sexual love; one to the love between a parent and a child; one is a love that cherishes, such as in a good friendship.  The love that is spoken of in this chapter is "agape" love, a love that permeates your mind, reason, and will.  It is a love that continues to love even if the recipient is unworthy of being loved.)

I.
The necessity of love in the use of spiritual gifts.  (1-3)


A.
Without love, your message is nothing:  Though I speak with the tongues of men 


and of angels, and do not have charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a 


tinkling cymbal.  (Large brass vessels were used in Corinthian theaters to amplify 

the voices of the actors.  Hence, the phrase "a sounding brass.")

B.
Without love, your spiritual gifts are nothing:  And though I have the gift of 


prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 


faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and do not have charity, I am nothing.


C.
Without love, your giving is nothing:  And though I bestow all my goods to feed 


the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profits 


me nothing.  (Giving your body to be burned is the ultimate act of martyrdom.)

(Without love, your ministry sounds like nothing, is nothing, and profits nothing.)
II.
Characteristics of love.  (4-7)

A.
What charity does not do.


1.
It does not envy others (lust for what they have).


2.
It does not vaunt itself (brag).


3.
It is not puffed up (proud).


4.
It does not behave unseemly (unbecoming behavior).


5.
It does not seek her own (selfishness).


6.
It is not easily provoked (angry, quarrelsome).


7.
It does not think evil (controls thought life, does not think evil of others or 



of  the evil done to it).


8.
It does not rejoice in iniquity. (Love rejoices in what is good, not in the 



evil people do or in hearing evil reports). 

B.
What charity does do.



1
It suffers long.



2.
It is kind.



3.
It rejoices in the truth.


4.
It bears all things (endures and provides support for others who are 



carrying a burden).



5.
It believes all things.  (This does not mean a person who loves is naive or 



gullible. It means they choose to believe the best about situations and 



people.)


6.
It hopes all things (remains optimistic, maintaining a positive attitude 



despite negative circumstances).


7.
It endures all things (remains strong in difficult situations).
III.
The superiority of love.  (8-13)

A.
It is permanent. Charity never fails.  



1.
Prophecy shall fail.



2.
Tongues shall cease.



3.
Knowledge shall vanish away.


B.
It results in spiritual maturity.



1.
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.



2.
But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be 



done away.



3.
When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as 


a child: But when I became a man, I put away childish things.


C.
It  provides divine revelation.



1.
Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face.



2.
Now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.


(Mirrors in those days were polished metal surfaces and gave a poor reflection, 


hence this analogy is used.  Spiritual gifts provide revelation, but we will not 


totally understand all things until the return of Christ.)


D.
It is the greatest of all spiritual virtues: And now abides faith, hope, charity, these 


three--but the greatest of these is charity.



(Love is greater than faith because love focuses on God Himself, while faith 


focuses only on  the revelation of God.  Hope focuses on the promise of  our 


eternal future, but love is greater in that it focuses on God Himself and His work 


in our lives in the present.)
Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
Using verses 1-3, discuss how love relates to the spiritual gifts mentioned in this passage.

2.
Using verses 4-7, list what love does not do. 
3.
Using verses 4-7, list what love does do.

4.
Compare the permanency of love to the gifts listed in verse 8.

5.
What is the level of our spiritual knowledge now compared to what it shall be in the 
future?  (9-10 and 12)

6.
What do you learn about spiritual maturity in verse 11?

7.
What are the spiritual virtues listed in verse 13 and which is the greatest?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 14

1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.

2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.

4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.

5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.

6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?

7 And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped?

8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?

9 So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air.

10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification.

11 Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.

12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.

14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.

15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.

16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?

17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.

18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:

19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.

20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.

21 In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.

22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.

23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?

24 But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:

25 And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.

26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.

27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret.

28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.

29 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.

30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.

31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.

32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.

33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.

35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.

36 What? came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you only?

37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.

38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.

40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

Outline 14:

I.
The gifts of  tongues and prophecy.  (1‑25)

A.
Their function in the church.


1.
Follow after (pursue) charity and desire spiritual gifts, but rather 




(especially) that you may prophesy.  (To prophesy is to speak forth the 



Word of God by teaching, preaching, and interpreting God's will and 



purpose.  It includes prediction and proclamation.)   



2.
For he that speaks in an unknown tongue does not speak unto men, but 



unto God: 



a.
No man understands him.




b.
He speaks mysteries in the Spirit.



3.
But he that prophesies speaks unto men for edification, exhortation, and 



comfort.



4.
He that speaks in an unknown tongue edifies himself; but he that 




prophesies edifies the church.



5.
I would that you all spoke with tongues, but rather that you prophesied: 



For he that prophesies is greater than than he that speaks with tongues, 



except he interpret so that the church may receive edifying.



6.
Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall you 



profit except I shall speak to you either by revelation, knowledge,  




prophesy, or doctrine?


(When you speak in tongues, you speak to God.  When you prophesy, you speak 


God's message to man.)


B.
Examples in everyday life.


1. 
Music:  Whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, 


how shall it be known what is piped or harped?



2.
Calls to action:  For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall 



prepare himself to the battle?



3.
Communication: So likewise, except you speak words that are easy to 



understand, how shall it be known what is spoken? For you shall speak 



into the air.  (Keep your words simple and in a language understood by the 


listeners.)


4.
Relationships:  There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, 



and none of  them is without significance. Therefore if I do not know  the 



meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaks a barbarian, and he 



that speaks shall be a barbarian unto me.  (Where there is no 




understanding there will be no recognition or response.)

C.
Their purpose in the church. Edification.



1.
Even so, forasmuch as you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that you may 



excel to the edifying of the church.



2.
Wherefore let him that speaks in an unknown tongue pray that he may 



interpret.


3.
For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding 



is unfruitful.




a.
What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with  




understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 




understanding also.




b.
Else when you shall bless with the spirit, how shall he that 





occupies the room of the unlearned say "Amen" at your giving of 




thanks, seeing he does not understand what you are saying?




c.
For you give thanks well, but the other is not edified.




(You know what you are doing, but others do not--especially 




unbelievers or those without understanding of spiritual gifts.)



4.
I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than you all: Yet in the church 



I had rather speak five words with my understanding so that by my voice I 



might teach others also, than to speak ten thousand words in an unknown 



tongue.


D.
Their purpose in regards to unbelievers:  Conversion. 



1.
Brethren, do not be children in understanding, but be men in 




understanding and children in malice.  (Be mature in your thinking in 



every area--including spiritual gifts--but be like children in your readiness 


to forgive others in misunderstandings in this and other areas.)


2.
In the law it is written, "With men of other tongues and other lips I will 



speak unto this people; and yet for all that they will not hear me," says the 



Lord.



3.
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that 


do not believe: But prophesying does not serve the unbeliever, but is for 



them which believe.



4.
If therefore the whole church come together into one place, and all 




speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned or 




unbelievers, will they not say that you are mad?



5.
But if all prophesy, and there come in one that does not believe, or one 



unlearned:




a.
He is convinced of all.




b.
He is judged of all.



c.
The secrets of his heart are made manifest.




d.
And so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report 




that truly God is in you.

II.
Proper order in worship services.  (26-35)

How is it to be done brethren? 

A.
Functioning of the gifts.  When you come together, let all things be done to edify 


one another as you minister in:



1.
Psalms.



2.
Doctrines.



3.
Tongues.



4.
Revelations.


5.
Interpretations.

B.
Tongues:  


1.
If any man speaks in an unknown tongue, let it be by two or at the most 



by three, taking turns.



2.
Let one at a time interpret. 


3.
If there be no interpreter, let him (the one with the gift of tongues) keep 



silence in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.


C.
Prophets:


1.
Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.



2.
If anything be revealed to another that sits by, let the first hold his peace.



3.
For you may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be 



comforted.



4.
And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets, for God is not 



the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.


D.
Order in services:


1.
Let your women keep silence in the churches: For it is not permitted unto 



them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also 



the law says.  (The word "speak" here means idle chatter.)


2.
If they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home, for it 



is a shame for women to speak in the church.



(See Supplemental Study Three regarding Paul's teaching regarding 



women.)


III.
Abuses of spiritual gifts. (36-37)

A.
Thinking you alone have divine revelation:  What? Did the Word of God come 


out from you? Or did it come to you only?


B.
Thinking you are more spiritual than others:  If any man think himself to be a 


prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are 


the commandments of the Lord.

IV.
Conclusion.  (38-40)

A.
But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.  (If a person rejects the teaching 


regarding gifts, he is ignorant spiritually.  Paul says if one chooses to be ignorant 

in this area, so be it.)

B.
Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.
Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
What are we to follow?  (1)

2.
What are we to desire?  (1)

3.
What gift does Paul say should be most desired and why?  (1-4)

4.
According to verse 3, what are three purposes of prophecy?

5.
Who is edified with tongues and who is edified by prophecy?  (4)

6.
According to Paul, which is greater--prophecy or tongues--and why?  (5-6)

7.
According to verse 6, what four methods of speaking are the most profitable for the 
hearer?

8.
What examples are used in verses 7-8 to illustrate the importance of understanding?
9.
Summarize the importance of understanding as discussed by Paul in verses 9-11 and 14-
17.

10.
If you are zealous for spiritual gifts, for what should you seek?  (12)

11.
If one speaks in an unknown tongue, for what should he pray and why?  (13-14)
12.
For what was Paul thankful?  (18)
13.
According to verse 19, what did Paul deem most important: Speaking in tongues or in a 
language understood by the listeners?

14.
Using verses 1-19, compare the gifts of tongues and prophecy.

15.
In what are believers to be children and in what are they to be men?  (20)
16.
Despite the supernatural sign of tongues, what is the Lord's sad report regarding His 
people in the latter part of verse 21?

17.
To whom are tongues a sign and to whom are prophecies a sign?  (22)

18.
When the church comes together, if everyone is speaking in tongues, what will be the 
results if an unbeliever comes into their midst?  (23)

19.
When the church comes together, if all are prophesying what will be the results?  (24-25)

20.
What do you learn about order in church services in verses 26-40?



-Who can participate?



-For what purpose should everything be done?



-How many should speak in an unknown tongue?



-How many should interpret?



-If there is no interpreter, what should one with the gift of tongues do?



-How many prophets are to speak and what are the others to do? 




-To whom are the spirits of the prophets subject and what does this mean?



-What do you learn about confusion in verse 33? 


-What instructions are given to women?  Explain this in terms of the Corinthian 


  church and in relation to the instructions to women about how to prophecy in 1 


  Corinthians chapter 11. 


-If anyone thinks they are a prophet or spiritual, what should they do?


-What are the questions in verse 36 and the assumed answers?



-According to verse 39, what should be the believers' attitude towards prophesy 


  and  tongues?



-What is the final admonition given in verse 40?

21.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Corinthians 15

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.

12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?

13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:

14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.

16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:

17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.

19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.

21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.

24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.

28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

29 Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?

30 And why stand we in jeopardy every hour?

31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die.

33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.

35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:

37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain:

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.

39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.

40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.

48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Outline 15:

I.
The proofs of the resurrection.  (1‑11)

(Corinth was a Greek city and Greeks did not believe in the resurrection.  This skepticism 
had infiltrated the church.)


A.
Their salvation:  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 


preached unto you:



1.
They received it:  Which you have received.



2.
They stood in it:  Wherein you stand.



3.
They are saved by it:  By which you are saved.



4.
They were to remember it--what Paul preached to them--lest they had 



believed in vain.

B.
The prophetic Word of God:  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 


received, how that Christ:



1.
Died for our sins according to the scriptures.


2.
Was buried.



3.
Rose again the third day according to the scriptures.


(These are the basic facts of the Gospel:  Christ died-crucifixion. For our sins- 


substitution.  According to the scripture-revelation. Note how Paul frequently 


says, "according to the scriptures."  All teaching should be based on the 



revelation of the Word of God. He also says he received this revelation, meaning 


it was not his own idea.)

C.
Witnesses:  After that He was seen of:



1.
Cephas (Peter).


2.
The twelve (the disciples).


3.
Five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this 



present, but some are fallen asleep.



4.
James.


5.
All of the apostles.


D.
Personal experience:  Last of all he was seen of me also:



1.
One born out of due time.



2.
Least of the apostles.



3.
Not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 



God.



4.
By the grace of God I am what I am.  (All believers should realize and 



confess this.  It is not who you are, but what He has done.  It is His 



unmerited favor bestowed upon you.) 


5.
His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored 



more abundantly than they all: Yet not I, but the grace of God which was 



with me. (Paul's gratitude for God's grace empowered his work for God.  



He was not working to earn salvation, but in gratitude for it.) 

E.
Testimony:  Whether it was I or they, so we both preached and so you believed.

II.
The necessity of Christ's resurrection. (12-22)

A.
Now if it is preached that Christ rose from the dead, how do some among 



you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?


B.
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen: And if 



Christ is not risen:



1.
Then our preaching is vain.



2.
Your faith is also vain.



3.
We are false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God 




that He raised up Christ.



4.
Then God did not raise up Christ.



5.
If Christ is not raised,  your faith is vain and you are yet in your 




sins.



6.
Those also who fall asleep (die) in Christ are perished.



7.
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 




miserable.  (Why?  Because it would mean we have no hope of eternal life 



and that we have wasted our time, money, efforts, and suffering for 



nothing.)  

C.
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-
fruits of them that 


slept.



1.
For since death came by man, the resurrection of the dead also came by 



man.



2.
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

III.
The order of the resurrection.  (23-28)

Every person will be raised in order:


A.
Christ the first-fruits (the first to be resurrected).

B.
Afterward they that are Christ's at His coming (the dead in Christ).

C.
Final resurrection of all people in the end:  Then comes the end, when He shall 


have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall have put 


down all rule and all authority and power.



1.
For He must reign, until He has put all enemies under His feet.



2.
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.



3.
For He has put all things under His feet.


4.
But when God said, "all things are put under Him," it is manifest that He is 


excepted, which put all things under Him.  (God, the one who said all 



things would be under Christ, will not subservient to Jesus as they are co-



equal members of the Trinity.)


5.
And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also 



Himself be subject unto Him (God)  that put all things under Him, that 



God may be all in all.  (This does not mean Christ will be inferior to God, 



but that He will return with mission accomplished--all things subject to 



Him.) 



(For detailed study on the end-times, see the Harvestime Legacy Bible Outlines and 
commentaries on the books of Daniel and Revelation.)
IV.
The resurrection and its effect on  Christian conduct.  (29‑34)

A.
In relation to baptism for the dead.


1.
Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not 


at all? 


2.
Why are they then baptized for the dead?

(Paul is not advocating being baptized for the dead. Note that he uses the word "they"--
meaning those who practice this tradition.  Paul is questioning why people would bother 
to do this if there is no resurrection.  Being baptized for the dead is not a sin, but it is of 
no benefit in regards to salvation or eternal destiny.  There is no directive in scripture to 
do this.)  


B.
In relation to risking our lives in behalf of the Gospel. 


1.
And why do we stand in jeopardy every hour?



2.
I protest (I assure you) by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our 



Lord, I die daily.  (Paul was willing to die  daily and continuously lay 



down his life in behalf of the work of God.)


3.
If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what 



advantage is it to me, if the dead do not rise?   (What did Paul gain 



from fights such as he had in Ephesus if the resurrection is not a true 



fact?)


4.
We might as well say "Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die."

C.
In relation to our conduct.


1.
Evil communications (companionships and associations) corrupt good 



manners.



2.
Awake to righteousness.



3.
Do not sin.


D.
In relation to deception.  Do not be deceived:



1.
For some do not have the knowledge of God (they are ignorant of these 



things).



2.
I speak this to your shame.  (It was shameful because they had allowed this 


ignorance to continue without correcting it.)
V.
The resurrected body.  (35-49)


A.
Questions about the resurrected body.  But a man will say:


1.
How are the dead raised up? 


2.
With what body do they come?


B.
Answers drawn from nature.


1.
You fool (how foolish). That which you sow is not quickened, except it 



die.



2.
That seed which you sow is not sown in the same form that it shall be, but 



it will become wheat or some other grain.



3.
But God gives it a body as it has pleased Him, and to every seed His own 



body.



(Through examples in nature, God has revealed the process of 




resurrection.)

C.
All flesh is not the same flesh.



1.
There is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of 



fishes, and another of birds.



2.
There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies: But the glory of the 



celestial is of one kind, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.



3.
There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another 



glory of the stars: For one star differs from another star in glory.


D.
So also is the resurrection of the dead. 


1.
It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.


2.
It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. 


3.
It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.


4.
It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 

E.
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.



1.
And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last 



Adam (Jesus) was made a quickening spirit.



2.
Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and 



afterward that which is spiritual.



3.
The first man is of the earth, he is earthy: The second man is the Lord from 


heaven.



4.
As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: And as is the heavenly, 



such are they also that are heavenly.



5.
And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 



image of the heavenly.

VI.
Changes in the resurrected  body.  (50‑57)

A.
The condition requiring the change: Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 


cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption.


B.
The process of the change.


1.
Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 



changed.



2.
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump.



3.
For the trumpet shall sound,  the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 



we shall be changed.


C.
The nature of the change: For this corruptible must put on incorruption and 


this mortal must put on immortality.  (The change is required:  Note the use of the 

word "must" twice.)

D.
The triumph of the change.


1.
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 



shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 



is written:




a.
Death is swallowed up in victory.




b
Oh death, where is your sting? 



c.
Oh grave, where is your victory?



2.
The sting of death is sin and the strength of sin is the law.



3.
But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 



Christ.
VII.
Living life in light of the resurrection.  (58)

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be:


A.
Steadfast.


B.
Unmovable.


C.
Always abounding in the work of the Lord.


D.
Knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (Your work for the Lord is 


never wasted or without purpose.)
Study questions on chapter 15:
1.
What admonition does Paul give the Corinthians in verses 1-2?
2.
What basic facts of the Gospel are presented in verses 3-4?

3.
According to verses 5-8, by whom was Jesus seen after His resurrection?

4.
Which apostle saw Jesus last?  (8)

5.
How does Paul describe himself in verses 8-9 and why do you think he thought this?

6.
What does Paul say about God's grace in verse 10?

7.
According to verse 11, what was the Corinthian's response to the message they received? 



What was more important: The messenger or the message?

8.
According to verse 12, what false teaching was spreading in the church?

9.
Using verses 12-19, summarize why belief in  the resurrection is necessary.  What 
problems of faith arise if one does not believe in the resurrection?

10.
Using verses 20-22, explain the historical necessity of Christ's resurrection in relation to 
Adam's sin.

11.
Using verses 23-28 and the notes in point III of the outline, summarize the order of the 
resurrections.

12.
What do you learn about the end-times in verses 27-28?
13.
What are the questions in verses 29-30 and what are the assumed answers?  
14.
Is Paul advocating baptism for the dead in verse 29?

15.
What do you learn about Paul in verses 31-32?

16.
What important principle is shared in verse 33?

17.
What command is given in the first part of verse 34?

18.
According to verse 34, what does Paul consider a shame?
19.
What are the questions asked in verse 35 and what is the answer given in verse 36?

20.
Detail what you learn about our resurrected bodies in verses  37-54.


-What natural examples are used to illustrate the resurrection?



-What do you learn about the various kinds of flesh?



-How are our physical bodies sown in death?



-How are our physical bodies raised at the time of the resurrection?



-What do you learn about the first man (Adam)?



-What do you learn about the last man (Jesus)?



-Why is the resurrection and transformation of our natural bodies necessary?



-When will the change occur?



-What will happen when the last trumpet sounds?

21.
How does the doctrine of the resurrection challenge the consequences of death? (55-57)

22.
Through whom do we have victory over death? (57)
23.
In light of the resurrection, what are the final admonitions given in verse 58?

24.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
1 Corinthians 16

1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

3 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.

4 And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me.

5 Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia.

6 And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go.

7 For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit.

8 But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.

9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.

10 Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do.

11 Let no man therefore despise him: but conduct him forth in peace, that he may come unto me: for I look for him with the brethren.

12 As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time.

13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

14 Let all your things be done with charity.

15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)

16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth.

17 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied.

18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such.

19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.

20 All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss.

21 The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand.

22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.

23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Outline 16:

I.
Instructions for raising the collection.  (1‑4)

A.
Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches 

of Galatia, even so should you do.

B.
Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in store as God has 

prospered him, that there be no gatherings (special offerings) when I come.


(The early church met on the first day of the week, according to this verse.) 


C.
And when I come, whomsoever you shall approve by your letters, them I will send 

to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.


D.
And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me.


(Note the principles for giving:  Regularly--on the first day; inclusively--every one of you; 
proportionality--as God has prospered him; and liberally--your liberality.)

II.
Planned visits to Corinth.  (5‑12)

A.
Paul's visit.



1.
Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: For I do 



(will certainly) pass through Macedonia.



2.
And it may be that I will abide and winter with you, that you may bring me 


on my journey wherever I go.



3.
For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, 


if the Lord permit.  (Paul didn't want to just see them in passing, but he 



wanted to remain with them for awhile.)


4.
But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.   The reasons:



a.
For a great and effectual door is opened unto me.




b.
There are many adversaries. 



(There are always adversaries when a door is opened  to share the 




Gospel.  What open door has God set before you today?  Paul remained in 


Ephesus to walk through the open door of ministry and strengthen 




believers in the face of the many adversaries.)


(Note in this passage the use of "it may be", "I trust", and "if the Lord permit."  


Paul's plans were not firm because he was always open to the Lord's direction.)

B.
Timothy's visit.



1.
Now if Timotheus comes, see that he may be with you without fear: For he 


works the work of the Lord, as I also do.



2.
Let no man therefore despise him, but conduct him forth in peace, that he 



may come unto me: For I look for him with the brethren.



(It is possible they despised or disregarded Timothy because of his youth.  



See 1 Timothy 4:12.)


C.
Apollos' visit.  Concerning our brother Apollos:



1.
I greatly desired for him to come unto you with the brethren.



2.
He will not come at this time.



3.
He will come when he shall have convenient time  (Apollos planned to 



come when he had the
opportunity. For more on Apollos see Acts 18:24-



19:1.)

III.
Concluding admonitions to the Corinthians.  (13‑14)

A.
Watch.


B.
Stand fast in the faith.


C.
Quit you like men (act like men).

D.
Be strong.


E.
Let all your things be done with charity (love).
IV.
Acknowledging those in ministry.  (15‑18)

A.
I beseech you, brethren, you know the house of Stephanas:



1.
They were the first-fruits (first converts) of Achaia.



2.
They have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints.



(Note that they were "addicted" to the ministry.  Instead of being addicted 



to drugs, alcohol, hobbies, and activities, they were addicted to the work 



of God.  To what are you addicted?)


B.
That you submit yourselves unto such, and to everyone that helps with us and 


labors.


C.
I am glad of the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus because they 


have supplied that which was lacking on your part.


D.
For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: Therefore acknowledge them that are 

such (like them).
V.
Concluding greetings.  (19‑20)

A.
The churches of Asia salute you. 

B.
Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their 


house.


C.
All the brethren greet you. 

D.
Greet one another with an holy kiss.  (This was the custom of that day, men 


greeting men and women greeting women with a kiss.  In today's western society, 


Paul would have probably have said to shake hands as that is the custom of our 


times.) 
VI.
Salutation.  (21-24)

A.
The salutation: Written by me, Paul, with my own hand.


B.
A final warning: If any man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 


Anathema (accursed).


C.
Maranatha (our Lord comes).

D.
A final blessing:



1.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.



2.
My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 


3.
Amen.

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
What instructions did Paul give concerning the collection for the saints?  (1-4)


-When were they to bring their offerings?



-How were they to determine the amount to give?



-Who was to receive the offering and take it to Jerusalem?

2.
What do you learn about Paul's planned visit in verses 5-9?

3.
Where would Paul remain until the celebration of Pentecost and why would he remain 
there?  (7 and outline)

4.
What does Paul say regarding Timothy's visit in verses 10-11?

5.
What does Paul say regarding the visit of Apollos in verse 12?

6.
Summarize the concluding admonitions to the Corinthians in verses 13‑14.
7.
How did Paul ask the Corinthians to receive the believers coming to them?  (15-18)

8.
What do you learn about Stephanas in verses 15-17?

9.
Who else was coming with Stephanas and what did Paul say about them in verse 17?

10.
Who sent salutations to the Corinthians?  (19-20)

11.
What geographical locations are mentioned in verses 1,3,5,8,15, and 19?  What does this 
reveal about Paul's ministry?

12.
What do you learn about Priscilla and Aquilla in verse 19?
13.
How did Paul encourage the Corinthians to greet one another and how would this be 
interpreted today in our fellowships?  (20 and outline point V.D.)
14.
Who signed this epistle?  (21)

15.
If anyone did not love the Lord Jesus Christ, what did Paul say he should be and what 
does the word  mean?  (22 and outline point VI)

16.
What does the word "Maranatha" mean?  (22 and outline point VI)

17.
What was the final blessing bestowed in verses 23-24?
18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
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QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF 
SECOND CORINTHIANS
2 Corinthians 1

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;

4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.

6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.

7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.

8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:

9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:

10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;

11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.

12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.

13 For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end;

14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.

15 And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you before, that ye might have a second benefit;

16 And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my way toward Judaea.

17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay?

18 But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay.

19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.

20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.

21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God;

22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

23 Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth.

24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.

Part One

Introduction 

1:1-3
Outline 1:
I.
Introduction.  (1-3)

A.
From:  



1.
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.




(Our authority comes from our position in ministry which is 




determined by the call of God.)



2.
Timothy our brother.


B.
To:



1.
The church of God which is at Corinth.




(The church is not "your" church.  It is God's church.) 



2.
All of the saints which are in Achaia.



(Achaia was a Roman province comprised of Greece and Macedonia.)

(Note in this passage:  Use of the word "brother" indicates our individual relationship 
with other believers.  The word "church" reflects our corporate relationship. The word  
"saints" reflects our spiritual relationship.)

C.
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


D.
Praise to God.  Blessed be:


1.
God, the Father of Jesus Christ.



2.
The Father of mercies.  (Mercy is compassion.  The fact that it is plural 



means that God's mercy is extended to us continually.)


3.
The God of all comfort.  (The word "comfort" here is the same word used 



for the Holy Spirit. There is nothing you experience that He cannot bring 



comfort.)


(Praise Him because He is God, because He is the Father of Jesus, because He is 


Father of mercies, because He is the God of all comfort.)
Part Two

Suffering And Comfort

1:3-11

II.
Suffering.  (4‑11)

A.
The value of suffering.


1.
You are able to comfort others:  You are comforted in all tribulation, 



so that 
you may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 



comfort wherewith you are comforted of God.



2.
You experience the consolation of Christ: For as the sufferings of Christ 



abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ.  (When we suffer 



according to the will of God, we are sharing in His suffering: 1 Peter 4:19 


and Philippians 3:10.)


3.
You partner with other believers who are suffering: 



a.
Whether we be afflicted, it is 
for your consolation and salvation, 




which is effectual in the enduring of 
the same sufferings which we 



also suffer.




b.
Whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation 




(deliverance).



c.
Our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that as you are partakers of 




the sufferings, so shall you be also of  the consolation.


(As part of the Body of Christ, you are not alone.  God ministers to you so He can 


work through you to minister to others.  Sometimes you are the one suffering and 


other times you are the one comforting.)


B.
An example of suffering:  Paul in Asia.


1.
For we would not have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in 



Asia.



2.
We were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we 



despaired even of life. (They were discouraged and depressed).


3.
We had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 



ourselves, but in God which raises the dead.  (As we cannot raise 




ourselves from the dead, so also we cannot raise ourselves from the death 



grip of suffering.  Our trust is in the God who raises the dead.) 


4.
Who delivered us from so great a death, who does deliver us, and in whom 


we trust that He will yet deliver us.  (God delivered us in the past, He 



delivers in the present, and He will deliver us in the future.) 


5.
You also, helping together by prayer for us, that thanks may be given by 



many on our behalf for the gift bestowed upon us.  (The prayers of others 



had helped Paul in his time of suffering.)
Part Three

The Ministry


1:12-7:16

(The Corinthians apparently brought numerous charges against Paul's ministry.  See a composite list in Supplemental Study One.  Paul is addressing some of these charges in the following passage.) 
III.
Paul's testimony.  (12‑14)

A.
His conscience. This is the testimony of our conscience regarding our 



conversation (conduct) in the world and towards you.  

B.
His ministry. We ministered in the world and to you with:


1.
Simplicity.



2.
Godly sincerity.



3.
Without fleshly wisdom.



4.
By the grace of God.


C.
His letters. For we write no other things unto you other than what you can read or 


acknowledge; and I trust you shall acknowledge even to the end.

D.
His relationship.  As also you have acknowledged us in part, that we are your 


rejoicing, even as you also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.  (Their mutual 


relationship of love will bring joy until and in the day of Christ's return.)
IV.
Paul's plans.  (15-24)


A.
His original plan.


1.
And in this confidence I was minded (I planned) to come unto you before, 



that you might have the benefit of a second visit.



2.
And to pass by you into Macedonia, to come again out of Macedonia 



unto you, and  to be brought on my way toward Judaea of you.


B.
His change of plans.


(Enemies accused Paul of being untrustworthy because his plans to visit them 


changed.  Do not ascribe wrong motives to the actions of others.)



1.
When I therefore was thus minded (planning to do this), did I use 




lightness? Or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, 


that with me there should be yes yes, and no no?  



2.
But as God is true, our word toward you was not yes and no.



(Because Paul had not come as he said he would, some were criticizing 



him saying he was not a man of his word.  Paul said this was not so.  His 



yes meant yes, and no meant no.)



3.
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, 



even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yes and no, but in Him 



was yes. (All things are "yes" in Christ, meaning the gospel is positive and 


not negative.)





4.
For all the promises of God in Him are yes, and in Him Amen, unto the 



glory of God by us.  (God is true to His Word, as we should be also.  His 



yes and amen means "so let it be".)


5.
Now He (God):




a.
Establishes us with you in Christ.




b.
Has anointed us.




c.
Has sealed us.




d.
Has given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.


C.
Reason for the change in Paul's plans.


1.
Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you (is the 



reason) I did not yet come (as planned) to Corinth.  (It was good that Paul 


had not come, because he would have had to come with discipline such 



as dispensed in First Corinthians.)


2.
Not that we have dominion over your faith, but we are helpers of your 



joy.  (Spiritual leaders should not dominate, but should help their 




converts.)



3.
For by faith you stand. (A simple, yet profound statement.  You do not 



stand because of intelligence, social status, education, or experience.  You 


stand because of faith.)
Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Who is this epistle from? (1)

2.
How are the writers described? (1)

3.
To whom is this epistle written and where are they located? (1)

4.
What spiritual blessings are bestowed in verse 2 and from whom do they come?

5.
What do you learn about God in verses 3 and 9?

6.
What do you learn about comfort and suffering in verses 4-7?



-Who is our comfort?  



-What is one reason we are comforted?  



-How does Jesus relate to our suffering?



-How does your suffering relate to that of other believers?



-If we are partakers of Christ's suffering, of what else shall we be partakers?

7.
Summarize the suffering experienced by Paul and his co-workers in Asia.  (8-10)



-How does he describe his suffering?



-How did he feel emotionally?



-What sentence did they have?



-What were some of the reasons they suffered?



-Who delivered them from their afflictions?



-What do you learn about the three dimensions of deliverance in verse 10? 

8.
How did the Corinthians help Paul in Asia?  (11)

9.
In what is Paul rejoicing in verses 12-14?

10.
Summarize Paul's plans as described in verses 15-18 and verse 23.



-What did Paul originally plan to do?



-Why did he not follow through with his original plan?



-What questions does Paul ask in verse 17 and what are the assumed answers?



-Of what does it seem he was being accused?



-What do you learn about keeping your word in this passage?

11.
Who preached to the Corinthians and what was their message?  (19)
12.
What do you learn about the promises of God in verse 20?

13.
Who establishes and anoints believers?  (21)

14.
Who seals us and gives us the earnest of the Spirit?  (21-22)

15.
What do you learn about Paul's attitude and conduct towards his converts in verse 24?

16.
According to the latter part of verse 24, how does a believer remain standing in the Lord? 

17.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 2

1 But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness.

2 For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me?

3 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all.

4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you.

5 But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all.

6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.

7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.

8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him.

9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things.

10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ;

11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,

13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into Macedonia.

14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:

16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?

17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

Outline 2:

(In the opening verses, Paul continues his discussion of his plans, continued from chapter one.)

I.
Paul's plans to come to Corinth.  (1-4)

A.
But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in 



heaviness (to discipline and rebuke you).

B.
For if I make you sorry, who is he then that makes me glad, but the same which is 


made sorry by me?



1.
And I wrote this same unto you: Lest, when I came, I should have sorrow 



from them of whom I ought to rejoice.



2.
Having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all.


C.
For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears, 


not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have 


more abundantly unto you.  (Paul was sad that his first letter to the Corinthians 


had to be one of discipline and correction, but he was glad that he would not have 

to deal
with these issues when he came to visit them.)

II.
Instructions regarding a repentant offender. (5‑11)

(The one spoken of in 1 Corinthians chapter 5.)


A.
But if any among you has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but in part: that I 


may not overcharge you all. (The sin grieved Paul, but it was affecting the 



Corinthian church even more.)

B.
Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many (the 


majority of the church that agreed with the discipline).  

C.
Now you should:


1.
Forgive him.



2.
Comfort him.




3.
Confirm your love for him.


D.
The motives for doing so:



1.
For the sake of the offender:  Lest perhaps the offender should be 




swallowed up with too much sorrow.



2.
For the sake of obedience:  To prove you are obedient in all things (to the 



Word as well as to godly leadership).


3.
For the sake of the Body of Christ: For if I forgave anything, to whom I 



forgave it for your sakes.

 

4.
For the sake of Christ: I forgave it in the person of Christ (for the sake of 



Christ).

E.
The consequences of unforgiveness:  Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: 


For we are not ignorant of his devices.  (Unforgiveness is an open door for Satan 


to take advantage, both in our personal lives and our corporate church 



fellowship.)
III.
Paul's ministry.  (12-17)

A.
It was guided by the Holy Spirit.


1.
When I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, a door was opened 



unto me of the Lord.



2.
I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother.




(Paul was concerned because Titus had not come with a report about the 




Corinthians. Lack of peace in your spirit is one way the Holy Spirit directs 


you to the will of God.)



3.
Taking my leave of them (when I left), I went from there into Macedonia.


B.
It was triumphant: Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in 

Christ.  (Not only could Paul and the early believers triumph in every situation, 


we can also!)

C.
It was inclusive: He causes us to make manifest the savor of His knowledge in 


every place.



D.
It made the difference between life and death.



1.
For we are unto God a sweet savor (fragrance) of Christ, in them that are 



saved and in them that perish.


2.
To the one (the lost), we are the savor of death unto death; and to the other 


(the saved) the savor of life unto life. 

E.
Its sufficiency was of God and not self:  And who is sufficient for these things?


F.
It was sincere: 


1.
For we are not as many which corrupt (contaminate or tamper with) the 



Word of God.



2.
We minister sincerely, as of God

G.
It was accountable to God: We minister in the sight of God.


H.
It was focused on Christ: We speak in Christ.

Study questions on chapter 2:
1. 
According to verses 1-2, what had Paul determined and why?

2.
Why did Paul write to the Corinthians?  (3-5 and 9)

3.
How does Paul tell the Corinthians to respond to errant believers who repent?  (6-8)

4.
What did Paul say about forgiveness in verse 10?  Why is forgiveness important 
according to verses 10-11?

5.
Summarize Paul's travels and the open doors of which he speaks in verses 12-13.
6.
According to verses 14-16:



-What are we to make known in every place?  


-What are believers to those who are saved?  


-What are believers to those who perish?  



-What is the question in the latter part of verse 16 and what is the assumed 


  answer?



-Who enables us to be victorious and to triumph in difficulty?   

7.
According to verse 17, how did Paul present the Gospel and what was his main subject?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  


(Review verses 12-17.)
2 Corinthians 3

1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?

2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:

3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward:

5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away:

8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?

9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.

10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth.

11 For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.

12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech:

13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished:

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.

16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Outline 3:

I.
Effective ministry is validated by discipleship.  (1-3)


A.
Do we begin again to commend ourselves or do we need, as some others, epistles 


of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?


(It was common for traveling ministers to carry letters of commendation from 


leaders and other congregations.) 


B.
You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men.  (The true 


test of effective ministry is changed lives--not ministry statistics, polished press 


releases, or glowing letters of commendation.  As living epistles, the Corinthians 


validated the ministry of Paul and his team.  He did not need letters to or from 


them endorsing his ministry.)

C.
Forasmuch as you are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by 

us:



1.
You are not written with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God.



2.
You are not written in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.



(The believer is to be a living epistle through which God is revealing His message 

to the world.  Each day, you are writing a book through your conduct, 



conversation, and business and personal transactions. What are others reading 


in your life?) 
II.
Effective ministry is empowered by God.  (4-6a)


A.
And such trust we have through Christ towards God.

B.
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves.


C.
Our sufficiency is of God Who also has made us able ministers.
III.
Effective ministry is done by the Spirit and not the law.  (6)


A.
We are ministers of the new testament.


B.
We are not ministers of the letter, but of the Spirit.


C.
For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

(The law consists of external commands that, if broken, result in death to relationship 
between man and God.)

IV.
Effective ministry is the message of the New Covenant.  (7-11)


(Study Exodus 34:29-35 in connection with this passage.)


A.
The new covenant is life, not death:  But if the ministration of death, written and 


engraved in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 



steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory 

was to be done away.

B.
The new covenant is more glorious than the old:  How much more shall the 


ministration of the Spirit be glorious?  For even that which was made glorious 


had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excels.  (Moses reflected 


the glory of God from without.  We radiate the glory of God from within.)


C.
The new covenant results in righteousness, not condemnation:  For if the 



ministration of condemnation be glory, much more does the ministration of 


righteousness exceed in glory.


D.
The new covenant is eternal instead of temporary: For if that which is done away 


with was glorious, how much more glorious is that which remains.


(The main point of this passage is that if the Old Testament law was glorious, how 

much more glorious is the New Testament.)

V.
Effective ministry is simple.  (12)


Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech.
VI.
Effective ministry is open and transparent. (13-16)


(The example of Israel.)

A.
We do not minister as Moses, who put a veil over his face, so that the children of 


Israel could not steadfastly look to the end of that which is abolished.

B.
Their minds were blinded: 


1.
For until this day the same veil remains in the reading of the Old 




Testament; although the veil is done away in Christ.



2.
Even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart.



3.
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away.



(The Jews still think the Old Testament covenant is in place. Someday, this 


spiritual veil will be removed from their eyes and they will accept Jesus as 


Messiah and the New Testament covenant.)
VII.
Effective ministry results in spiritual liberty.  (17)


A.
Now the Lord is that Spirit.


B.
And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (freedom from bondage).
VIII.
Effective ministry results in  changed lives.  (18)


But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.


(The word "changed" here means metamorphosis as when an insect goes from larva to 
pupa and becomes a mature insect.  We are to mature spiritually, going from glory to 
glory, not from problem to problem.  In your present situation, despite its difficulties, are 
you reacting as if it is a glorious place or are you reacting as being stuck in a difficult
stage of life?  "Open face" means removing the veil and looking beyond your 
circumstances to focus on the Lord.)
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
What are the questions in verse 1 and how do verses 2-3 answer them?

2.
How and where is the real epistle of Christ written?  (3)
3.
According to verses 4-6, in whom did Paul trust, from where did he achieve his 
sufficiency, and who made him an able minister?  

4.
Of what are we to be ministers and why?  (6)

5.
Restate verses 6-11 in your own words and contrast the ministry of the law with that of 
the Spirit.

6.
What do you learn in verse 12 about Paul's teaching?

7.
Summarize verses 13-15 regarding Moses, Israel, and Israel's present spiritual condition.

8.
What will someday be removed from Israel and who will remove it?  (16-17)

9.
What exists where the Spirit of the Lord is?  (17)


10.
What happens spiritually as we behold the glory of the Lord?  (18)
11.
Review the outline of this chapter again and list the qualities that characterize 
effective ministry.  (Use the major outline points.)
12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 4

1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not;

2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you.

13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;

14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.

15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Outline 4:

I.
Perseverance in ministry despite difficulties.  (1-7)


A.
We recognize the source of our ministry:  We have received it by God's mercy.


B.
We minister without fainting:  We do not faint (meaning to become discouraged 


and quit. When your ministry comes from God, you cannot and will not quit.)


C.
We minister sincerely.



1.
We have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty.



2.
We do not walk in craftiness (cunning treachery).


3.
We do not handle the Word of God deceitfully (falsely or deceptively).



4.
We manifest the truth.


D.
We minister to please God rather than man.


1.
We commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.


2.
We know that if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.


(Your message will be rejected sometimes, but know that it is because the gospel 


is hid to those who are lost because they refuse to receive it.)


E.
We minister despite Satanic opposition: The god of this world has blinded the 


minds of them who do not believe lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 


who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  (Note that the "god of this 


world" is a small "g".  Satan is not the true God of this world, although presently 


he is at work in it.)

F.
We minister the gospel: We do not preach ourselves, but the gospel of Christ 


Jesus the Lord.  (It is not cute stories, current events, or our own ideas that 


change people's lives.  It is the gospel of Jesus Christ and that is what we should 


preach.  Do not preach yourself--preach Christ!)  

G.
We minister as servants:...Ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.

H.
We minister despite the darkness with which we are surrounded: For God, who 


commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our hearts, to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.


(The same God that created physical light creates spiritual light to penetrate the 


darkness of this world and reach lost men and women.) 


I.
We minister through God's power and not our own self-sufficiency: But we have 


this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, 


and not of us.  (Earthen vessels are made of clay and are more functional than 


fancy ornamental ones that just sit on a shelf and look pretty.)
II.
Perseverance in ministry despite suffering. (8-15)


A.
Description of suffering.



1.
We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed.



2.
Perplexed, but not in despair.


3.
Persecuted, but not forsaken.



4.
Cast down, but not destroyed.

B.
The work of suffering in our lives.



1.
Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 



of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.



2.
For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the 



life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.



3.
So then death works in us, but life in you.




(It requires death of self--self denial--to bring life to those to whom you 



minister.)


C.
Assurance of victory in suffering.



1.
We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, "I believed, 



and therefore have I spoken"; we also believe, and therefore speak.


2.
Knowing that He which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise us up also by 



Jesus, and shall present us with you.


D.
The purpose of suffering:  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant 


grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.


(If your ministry costs you nothing, it will accomplish nothing. See also 



Philippians 1:12-13.)
III.
Perseverance in ministry through hope.  (16-18)


A.
Hope in this life:  For which cause (for this reason) we do not faint; but though 


our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day-by-day.

B.
Hope in the future.


1.
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more 


exceeding and eternal weight of glory.


2.
While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which 



are not seen.



3.
For the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 



seen are eternal.



(Note that our trials only work for us when we keep our focus on their eternal 


value.  They do not work for us when we are complaining, angry, or feeling sorry 


for ourselves.  Allow your trials to work for you  The nature of our troubles is that 

they are afflictions. Their weight is light and their duration is but for a moment.  


Their purpose is to work eternal glory in our lives.  Note the contrasts between 


the present and the future, the seen and the unseen, the temporal and the eternal.  


View all that you experience in the light of eternity.  Keep in mind the picture of a 


scale with your trials on one side and the eternal weight of glory on the other.  


The glory always outweighs the trials.)
Study questions on chapter 4:
1
According to verse 1, what had Paul received?  (1)
2.
What does he not do according to verse 1?

3.
What had Paul renounced?  (2)

4.
What had Paul done to commend himself to believers?  (2)

5.
To whom is the gospel hid and why?  (3-4)

6.
What was the focus of Paul's preaching?  (5)

7.
How did Paul consider himself in relation to the Corinthians?  (5b)

8.
What do you learn about God in relation to natural and spiritual light? (6)
9.
What is the treasure in earthen vessels to which Paul refers in verse 7?

10.
Why does God permit the treasure to reside in earthen vessels?  (7b)

11.
Summarize the types of suffering and the contrasts Paul makes in verses 8-12.

12.
According to verses 13-14, of what can we be assured?

13.
All things are for what purpose, according to verse 15?
14.
What prevents us from fainting when our outward man seems to be perishing?  (16)

15.
How does Paul refer to affliction in verse 17?  

16.
When, how, and what does affliction work in our behalf?  (17-18)

17.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 5

1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:

3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.

4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.

5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.

6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:

7(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.

12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.

13 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause.

14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:

15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.

16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Outline 5:
(The previous chapter closed by speaking of being focused on eternal things.  This chapter continues the thought.) 

I.
Benefits of focusing on eternity. (1-10)

A.
We know we have an eternal future:


1.
For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 



we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 



heavens.  (Note that Paul says we "know"--not hope, think, or speculate.)


2.
For this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 



which is from heaven: If so be it that being clothed we shall not be found 



naked.



3.
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: Not that we 



would be unclothed, but that we would be clothed, that mortality might be 



swallowed up of life.


B.
We have confidence:


1.
Now He that has wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also has 



given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.  (The "earnest" of the Spirit is like 



earnest money put down on a business transaction.  It is good faith money 



that there are more funds to come.  We have the "earnest" of the Spirit, 



that there is more to come--including our resurrection by the Spirit.) 


2.
Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, while we are at home in 



the body, we are absent from the Lord.

C.
We have faith: For we walk by faith, not by sight.

D.
We are not fearful of death: We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 


absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

E.
We live acceptable lives: Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we 


may be accepted of Him.  (We do not labor to be accepted in Christ--that is a 


work of grace.  See Colossians 1:2,4,22,24; 2:6,10.  We want to be accepted of 


Him in our daily walk and work by doing all for His approval.)

F.
We are accountable:  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; 


that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to what he has 


done, whether it be good or bad.

II.
The motivations for ministry in light of eternity.  (11‑17)

A.
Motive of fearing the Lord.  Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord:


1.
We persuade men.



2.
We are made manifest unto God.



3.
I trust also we are made manifest in your consciences.


B.
Motive of concern for others.


1.
For we do not commend ourselves again unto you.



2.
We give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that you may have somewhat 


to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.



3.
For whether we be beside ourselves (crazy as some say we are--Acts 



26:24), it is to 
God (according to His purposes) or whether we be sober, it 


is for your cause.


C.
Motive of the love of Christ.


1.
For the love of Christ constrains us (motivates and sets the boundaries for 



our lives); because we judge that if one died for all, then all were dead.


2.
And that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live 



unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them and rose again.


D.
Motive of sharing the miracle of new life in Christ.


1.
Wherefore from here on we do not know any man after the flesh.




(We see people differently in Christ.  We don't see races or nationalities.  



We do not view people from a worldly point of view. We do not focus on 



the sins of their past.  We also view natural circumstances from a spiritual 


perspective.)



2.
Yes, even though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 




henceforth we know Him no more.  (They had known Christ in the flesh, 



now their relationship with Him was spiritual.)  


3.
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: Old things are 



passed away; behold, all things are become new.

III.
The message of  ministry: Reconciliation.  (18‑21)

(Reconciliation is the removing of the gap between God and man created by sin.  It is a 
change in relationship whereby we are reconciled to God.)


A.
The position of ministers: Reconciled.


And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ. 


B.
The ministry of ministers: Reconciliation.


He has given to us the ministry of reconciliation--that God was in Christ, 



reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing (counting) their trespasses unto 


them; and has committed unto us the word of reconciliation.


C.
The plea of ministers:  Be reconciled.


1.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ.




(An ambassador represents the one who sent him; his purpose is that of 



the one who sent him; he delivers the message of the one who sent him.) 



2.
As though God did beseech you by us.  ("Beseech" means that we plead 



with them to be reconciled to God.)




3.
We pray that you be reconciled to God.


D.
The basis for the message: Righteousness through reconciliation.


For He (God) has made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew no sin so that we 


might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
What can we know according to verse 1?

2.
For what are believers groaning?  (2-4)

3.
Who has given to us the Spirit and what is the "earnest" of the Spirit? (5)
4.
According to verses 6-8, of what can believers be confident?

5.
How is the believer to walk?  (7)

6.
What should be our goal according to verse 9?

7.
Where will all people eventually appear and for what purpose?  (10)

8.
According to verse 11, what is one motivating factor for sharing the gospel?
9.
Summarize the meaning of verses 12-13.
10.
If one died for all, then all are what?  (14)

11.
Who died for all and what should be our response since He did so?  (15)

12.
How do believers view other people after they have come to Christ?  (16)
13.
How is a person who is in Christ described in verse 17?

14.
Who reconciled us to God and who has given us the ministry of reconciliation?  (18)

15.
What is the ministry of reconciliation?  (18-19)

16.
For whom are we ambassadors?  (20) 
17.
According to verse 20, who is reconciled to whom and what is restored by that 
reconciliation?

18.
What is Paul's tender appeal in the latter part of verse 20?

19.
Who was made sin for us and what does that enable us to be?  (21)

20.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 6

1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

2(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed:

4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,

5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings;

6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,

7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,

8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true;

9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;

10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.

12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels.

13 Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged.

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Outline 6:

I.
The position of ministers:  Ministers are workers together with God.  (1)

II.
The plea to be made by ministers.  (2)  


A.
Do not receive  the grace of God in vain.


B.
Do not delay your decision for God for He said:



1.
"I have heard you in an accepted time.



2.
In the day of salvation have I succoured (helped)  you.



3.
Behold, now is the accepted time.



4.
Behold, now is the day of salvation."


(One receives the grace of God in vain when they continue to live in known sin after 
conversion or when they reject His grace when it comes to them for salvation.)
III.
Conduct of ministers.  (3‑10)

A.
Give no offence (occasion for stumbling) in anything so that the ministry won't be 

 blamed.


B.
Approve yourself as a minister of God in all things including:


1.
In patience (endurance).


2.
In afflictions (troubles).


3.
In necessities (want and hardship).


4.
In distresses (frustrating circumstances).


5.
In stripes (beatings).


6.
In imprisonments (incarceration because of ministry).


7.
In tumults (riots).


8.
In labors (hard work).


9.
In watching (sleepless nights).


10.
In fasting (hunger).

C.
Overcome in ministry:



1.
By pureness.


2.
By knowledge.


3.
By long-suffering.


4.
By kindness.


5.
By the Holy Ghost.


6.
By love unfeigned.


7.
By the Word of truth.


8.
By the power of God.


9.
By the armor of righteousness.

D.
Disregard the criticism of others.


1.
Honor and dishonor.  (Some may honor you because of the ministry, others 


may not.)


2.
Evil and good report.   (Some may speak evil of you because of the 




ministry, others may give a good report about you.)



3.
Deceivers yet true.  (You may be called a deceiver despite the fact you are 



preaching the truth of the Word.)


4.
Unknown yet well known.  (Unknown to the world but known to God.)


5.
Dying yet living.  (Some people saw Paul as reckless and foolish because 



he put his life in peril for the ministry.  Some may view you the same way.)

E.
Learn to be content in every circumstance.  You will be:


1.
Chastened (by suffering) and not killed.


2.
Sorrowful yet rejoicing. (You will sorrow over the sins of the world, yet 



rejoice in God.)


3.
Poor, yet making many rich.  (You won't get rich in ministry, but you will 



make many rich spiritually.)


4.
Having nothing, yet possessing all things.  (You may not have much in 



earthly goods, but you possess all the things that are truly important.)
IV.
Consequent appeals in view of this ministry.  (11‑18)

A.
An appeal for enlargement.


1.
Oh you Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.



2.
You are not straitened  (there is no lack of room in our hearts for you).



3.
But you are straitened in your own bowels.  (The bowels were considered 



the heart of emotions, feelings, etc.)


4.
Now for a recompence (return) in the same--I speak as unto my children--



that you also be enlarged.


(Paul was appealing to them to enlarge their hearts and receive him and his 


workers in the same manner that he had received them into his heart.) 


B.
An appeal for separation.


1.
The command for separation:  Do not be unequally yoked together with 



unbelievers.  (Do not partner with anyone when it requires compromise of 



your Christian standards.  This includes marriage, business, and close 



relationships.)


2.
Questions regarding separation.




a.
For what fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? 



b.
What communion (close relationship) has light with darkness?




c.
What concord (harmony) has Christ with Belial (Satan)? 



d.
What part has he that believes with an infidel?  (They are 





spiritually incompatible.)



e.
What agreement (in mind, will, or action) has the temple of God 




with idols? 




(The assumed answer to all of these question is none!)



3.
Arguments for separation.




a.
You are the temple of the living God.




b.
God dwells in you and walks in you.




c.
He is your God, you are His people.



4.
The process of separation.




a.
Removal: "Wherefore come out from among them, and be 





separate," says the Lord, "and do not touch  the unclean thing."




b.
Reception:  "I will receive you," says the Lord.



c.
Relationship:  "I will be a Father unto you, and you shall be my 




sons and daughters," says the Lord Almighty.

Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
With whom are believers workers together?  (1)

2.
Against what does Paul warn in verse 1?

3.
How could one receive the grace of God in vain?  (2)

4.
What is the warning in verse 3 and why is it given?  (3)

5.
What should be the conduct of ministers of God according to verses 4-10?

6.
Make a list of the contrasts in verses 8-10.

7.
What do verses 11-13 reveal about Paul's relationship with the Corinthians?

8.
What warning is given in verses 14-16?   To what relationships does this apply?


What questions are asked and what are the assumed answers?
9.
According to verse 16, why are believers not to be yoked together with unbelievers?
10.
What do you learn about God's temple in verse 16?
11.
What is God's promise in verse 16?

12.
What is the command of verses 17-18 and what happens when you obey it?
13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 7

1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

2 Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man.

3 I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye are in our hearts to die and live with you.

4 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation.

5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears.

6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus;

7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more.

8 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season.

9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.

10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.

12 Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it not for his cause that had done the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto you.

13 Therefore we were comforted in your comfort: yea, and exceedingly the more joyed we for the joy of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you all.

14 For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am not ashamed; but as we spake all things to you in truth, even so our boasting, which I made before Titus, is found a truth.

15 And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling ye received him.

16 I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you in all things.

Outline 7:
I.
An appeal for holiness.  (1)

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved:


(The promises spoken of in the previous chapter, 2 Corinthians 6:16-17.)


A
Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.



(Filthiness of the flesh is external actions, such as fornication, murder, etc.  


Filthiness of the spirit is internal attitudes such as bitterness, hatred, etc.)


B.
Let us perfect holiness (consecrate ourselves) in the fear of God.

II.
An appeal for acceptance. (2-4)


A.
Receive us (make room for us in your heart).


1.
We have wronged no man.



2.
We have corrupted no man.



3.
We have defrauded no man.


B.
Recognize our commitment to you: I do not speak this to condemn you: For I have 

said before, that you are in our hearts to die and live with you.  (Paul had a 


lifetime commitment to those to whom he ministered, as we should also.)

C.
Realize the value of our relationship.



1.
Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you.



2.
I am filled with comfort, 


3.
I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation.

III.
An appeal for recognition of the ministry.  (5‑7)

A.
Afflictions in Macedonia. When we were come to Macedonia:



1.
Our flesh had no rest.



2.
We were troubled on every side.



3.
Without were fightings.



4.
Within were fears.


B.
The coming of Titus.


l.
His comfort: Nevertheless God, who comforts those that are cast down, 



comforted us by the coming of Titus.


2.
His message: And not by his coming only, but by the consolation 




wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, 




your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more.




(Paul was comforted by the news Titus brought from the Corinthians.)

IV.
Paul's former letter.  (8-13a)

A.
The content of the letter: For though I made you sorry with it, I do not repent,


though I did repent.  (It was not necessary for him to be sorry, although he was.)

B.
The results of the letter:   



1.
You sorrowed to repentance, for you were made sorry after a godly 



manner, that you might receive damage by us in nothing. 



(Godly sorrow is not just being sorry because you were caught doing 



something wrong.)



2.
For godly sorrow works (results in) repentance to salvation not to be 



repented of: But the sorrow of the world works death.  (It results in the 



death-like conditions of depression and despondency, and eventually 



spiritual death.)


3.
You sorrowed after a godly sort and the results were:




a.
A clearing of yourselves.  (Repenting and restoring right 





relationship with God.)




b.
Indignation (against sin).



c.
Fear (of God).



d.
Vehement desire (to avoid sin and serve God).



e.
Zeal (for God).



f.
Revenge (against all evil). 




C.
The motive for the letter: Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it not 



for his cause that had done the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered 



wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto you.


(Paul wrote the letter not just for the sake of the one who did wrong or for the 


sake of
the one
who suffered the wrong; but for the church as a whole.)


D.
Their response to the letter:  We were comforted in your comfort.  (The church 


had peace and comfort, as did Paul.)
V.
Comfort from the joy of Titus.  (13b‑15)

A.
We rejoiced because of the joy of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you 


all.


B.
For if I have boasted anything to him about you, it is that I am not ashamed 


(disappointed).

C.
But as we spoke all things to you in truth, even so our boasting, which I made 


before Titus, is found to be truth.


D.
And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, while he remembers the 


obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling you received him.


(This does not mean negative fear.  It means godly fear and respect.)

VI.
Confidence expressed in the Corinthian believers.  (16)

I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you in all things.

Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
Since we have such tremendous promises from God, what does Paul admonish us to do in 
verse 1?
2.
For what does Paul appeal to the Corinthians in verse 2?

3.
What three things does Paul say about himself in verse 2?

4.
What do you learn about Paul's relationship to the Corinthians in verses 3-4a?

5.
What was Paul's attitude in tribulation?  (4b)

6.
Describe what Paul went through in Macedonia.  (5-6)

7.
Who comforts those who are cast down?  (6)

8.
How was Paul comforted in Macedonia?  (6-7,13)  

9.
What does Paul say about his feelings regarding the letter he previously wrote the 
Corinthians?  (8)
10.
What is the benefit of godly sorrow and how does it contrast with the sorrow of the 
world?  (9-10)

11.
What were the results of sorrow and repentance in the church in Corinth?  (11-12)
12.
What do you learn about Paul's relationship with Titus? (13-15)
13.
What was Titus' relationship with the Corinthians?  (15)

14.
In what was Paul rejoicing in verse 16?
15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 8

1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;

4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.

7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.

8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.

9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

10 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago.

11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have.

12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.

13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened:

14 But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality:

15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.

16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you.

17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of his own accord he went unto you.

18 And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches;

19 And not that only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace, which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind:

20 Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abundance which is administered by us:
21 Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.

22 And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in you.

23 Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ.

24 Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf.

Part Four

The Collection


8:1‑9:15

Outline 8:

I.
 An example of giving: The Macedonians.  (1‑6)

A.
The power behind their giving: Moreover, brethren, we want you to be aware of 


the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia.  (These churches 


included those in Philippi, Thessalonia, and Berea.  Giving, as well as all other 


good works we do, are enabled by God's grace.)

B.
The circumstances of their giving:  How that in a great trial of affliction, the 


abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their 


liberality.  (The Macedonians gave liberally and joyfully despite their great trial 


of affliction and their deep poverty. They were not giving out of an abundance or 


from a surplus.)

C.
The record of their giving.


1.
For I bear record, that to their power (their ability) and yes, beyond their 



power, they were willing of themselves (to give).


2.
Entreating us that we would receive the gift and take upon us the 




fellowship of the ministering to the saints.  (They wanted Paul and his co-



workers to receive and deliver the gift.)


3.
They did this, not as we hoped (not just in financial gifts), but first gave 



their own selves to the Lord and unto us by the will of God.



4.
Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also 



finish in you the same grace also.

II.
An exhortation on giving.  (7‑15)

A.
The appeal: Therefore, as you abound in everything--in faith, utterance, 



knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love to us--see that you abound in this 


grace (of giving) also.


B.
Positive motives for giving.


l.
Give voluntarily.  Not because you are required to: I do not speak by 



commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others.


2.
Give lovingly.  To prove the sincerity of your love.


3.
Give following the example of the Lord.  For you know the grace of our 



Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 



poor, that through you His poverty might be rich.


4.
Give faithfully.



a.
And herein I give my advice: For this is expedient for you, who 




have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year 




ago.  (What you begin, you should complete.  They had promised 




to do this a year before.)



b.
Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness 



to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which you 




have.



(Saying you are going to do something or desiring to do it is not the same 



as doing it.)



5.
Give willingly. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according 


to that a man has, and not according to that he does not have.


6.
Give according to what you have, not what you don't have.  (No checks 



with insufficient funds!)



7.
Give your fair share. For I do not mean that other men be eased and you 



burdened, but that there be an equality.



8.
Give with an attitude of reciprocity.




a.
Now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want. 



b.
Their abundance also may be a supply for your want (when you 




need it) that there may be equality.



c.
As it is written, "He that had gathered much had nothing over; and 




he that 
had gathered little had no lack."  (This is a reference to 




when God provided the manna to Israel during the wilderness 




journey recorded in Exodus.)
III.
The messengers to Corinth.  (16‑24)


(Titus and other brethren were going to Corinth to collect the offering for the poor saints 
in Jerusalem.)


A.
The coming of Titus to Corinth.


1
Thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus 



for you.



2.
For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of his 



own accord he went unto you.


B.
Brethren accompanying Titus to Corinth.


1.
And we have sent with him the brother (an unnamed man), whose praise is 


in the gospel throughout all the churches.




a.
He was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this 




grace, which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, 




and declaration of your ready mind.




b.
This was done so that no man should blame us in this abundance 




which is administered by us: Providing for honest things, not only 




in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.




(Paul required strict honesty and accountability in dealing with 




ministry funds.)



2.
And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have oftentimes 



proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, upon the 



great confidence which I have in you.



(This brother is unnamed in scripture.  How many unnamed people have helped 


you along the way?  How many unnamed people will receive great rewards for 


their faithfulness?)

C.
Recommendation of the messengers.  Whether any do inquire of Titus (if you have 

questions about those being sent to you, know that...):


1.
Titus is my partner and a fellow-helper.



2.
The men with him are messengers to the churches and the glory of Christ.


D.
Request to receive them properly:  Wherefore show to them, before the churches, 


the proof of your love and of our boasting on your behalf.

Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Summarize what Paul tells the Corinthians regarding the churches of Macedonia.  (1-5)
2.
For what was Paul appealing to the Corinthians in verses 6-11?
3.
In what things should a believer abound?  (7)

4.
What did Jesus do for our sake?  (9)

5.
According to verses 10-11, when you begin something, what should you also do?  How 
would this principle apply specifically to pledging offerings?
6.
What principles of giving are emphasized in verses 12-15?

7.
Using point II.B. on the outline and verses 8-15, list the proper motives for giving.

8.
What mission did Titus fulfill?  (16-19)

9.
Summarize what you learn about the financial integrity of Paul and Titus in verses 20-23. 

10.
What qualities did Titus exhibit that made him trustworthy?  (16-17 and 22-23)

11.
Before whom should all things appear honest--including offerings and their processing?  
(21)
12.
How does Paul refer to Titus in verse 23?
13.
What does Paul request of the Corinthians in verse 24?

14.
Study other New Testament references to this collection for the saints in 1 Corinthians 
16:1-4; Romans 15:25-27; Acts 24:17.
15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 9

1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you:

2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.

3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready:

4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting.

5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness.

6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

9(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.

10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;

13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men;

14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.

15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

Outline 9:

I.
The collection.  (1‑5)

(Continuing the subject from the previous chapter.)

A.
The situation concerning the  collection:       



1.
For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to 



write to you.


2.
For I know the forwardness (readiness) of your mind, for which I boast of 



you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal 


has provoked many (by their example of generosity).

B.
Purposes for sending the brethren.


1.
Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in 



this behalf; that, as I said, you may be ready.



2.
Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, 



so you, as well as we, should be ashamed in this same confident boasting.



3.
Commission of the brethren concerning the collection: 



a.
Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they 




would go before unto you and make up beforehand (collect ahead 




of time) your bounty.




b.
You had notice before, that the same might be ready  (they were 




told previously to have it ready) as a matter of  bounty, and not as 




of covetousness.  




(Paul expected a bounty--a generous gift to meet the need--but he did not 



do it with an attitude of covetousness.  He wanted them to give generously 



of  their own free will.)
II.
Two basic principle of giving.  (6)

A.
He who sows sparingly shall reap sparingly.

B.
He who sows bountifully shall reap bountifully.

(You reap in your giving, as well as in every area of life, according to how you sow.)

III.
The right attitude for giving.  (7)

Let every man give...


A.
As he has purposed in his heart.


B.
Not grudgingly.


C.
Not out of necessity (because he is forced to do so).
IV.
The reason for a right attitude in giving: Because God loves (takes pleasure in) a cheerful 
giver. (7)
V.
The results of liberal giving.  (8‑14)

A.
All grace from God abounds toward you.

B.
You will have all sufficiency in all things.

C.
You will be able to abound in every good work.


(You will have all grace, all sufficiency, and abound in all good works.)


D.
Blessings will come upon the poor as you disperse your resources.


E.
Material blessings: Now he that ministers seed to the sower will minister 



bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown.


F.
Increased fruits of righteousness.


G.
Spiritual blessings: You will be enriched in everything to all bountifulness.

H.
Thankfulness to God:  Through your giving you will cause abundant thanksgiving 


by many to God.


I.
Needs will be met:  For the administration of this service will supply the want of 


the saints.


J.
God will be glorified:


1.
By your professed subjection (obedience) unto the gospel of Christ.



2.
By your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men.

K.
They will pray God's blessing upon you: ...by their prayer for you, which 



long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.  (Those receiving their gifts 


would pray for them, desiring that God's exceeding grace be manifested in their 


lives.)
VI.
The basis for our giving:  God's gift of Christ: Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable 
gift. (15)
(For additional biblical guidelines regarding giving, see the Harvestime International Network publication entitled "Divine Provision.")

Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
Using verses 1-5, summarize what Paul says regarding the Corinthians ministering to the 
saints by their giving.
2.
Of what had Paul boasted to the Macedonians regarding the Corinthian church?  (1-5)
3.
What was Paul's purpose in sending the brethren to Corinth?  (3-5)

4.
What are the two basic principles of giving mentioned in verse 6?
5.
What is the right attitude for giving and what is the reason we should have this attitude?  
(7)

6.
What are the results of liberal giving?  (8-14)

7.
Upon what is Christian giving based?  (15)

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 10

1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you:

2 But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh.

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

7 Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.

8 For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed:

9 That I may not seem as if I would terrify you by letters.

10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.

11 Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are present.

12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

13 But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you.

14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we reached not unto you: for we are come as far as to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ:

15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly,

16 To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our hand.

17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.

18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.

Part Five
Calling And Confirmation Of Paul

10:1-13:10
Outline 10:

I.
Paul's defense of his ministry.  (1-6)


A.
The attitude of  his defense: Now I, Paul, beseech you by the meekness and 


gentleness of Christ.

B.
The necessity for his defense.



1.
Some had accused him of being inconsistent:  Some say that in  presence I 



am base (cowardly) among you and that when I am absent I am bold 



toward you.


2.
Some had accused him of walking in the flesh: I have confidence that we 



had to be bold against some which think of us as if we walked according 



to the flesh.


C.
The basis of his defense:  Spiritual warfare. 



1.
The spiritual nature of his warfare: For though we walk in the flesh, we do 



not war after the flesh.  (Our warfare is spiritual.  See also Ephesians 



6:12.)


2.
The spiritual weapons of his warfare: For the weapons of our warfare are 



not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.


3.
The objectives of his warfare.



a.
Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself 




against the knowledge of God.




b.
Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.




c.
Having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your 




obedience is fulfilled.

II.
Paul's answer to their criticism.  (7‑11)

A.
An appeal to reconsider.


1.
Do you look on things after the outward appearance?  (Do not look at 



things only on the surface.  Nothing is usually at it appears to be.)



2.
If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him think this again, that, 



as he is Christ's, even so we are Christ's.


B.
Verification of his authority: For though I should boast somewhat more of our 


authority, which the Lord has given us for edification and not for your 



destruction, I should not be ashamed. That I may not seem as if I would terrify you 

by letters.  (Spiritual authority is given to build up believers, not to
tear them 


down.)

C.
The criticism against him:  "For his letters," they say,  "are weighty and powerful 


but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible."  (It does not matter 

what "they say".  What matters is what God says.)

D.
The warning to "such a one": Let such an one (who is critical) think this (know 


this), that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, such we will also 

be in deed when we are present.

III.
The claims of false teachers.  (12)

A.
For we dare not make ourselves of the number or compare ourselves with 



some that commend themselves.


B.
But they, measuring themselves by themselves and comparing themselves 



among themselves, are not wise.

IV.
Justified boasting. (13-18)

A.
But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the 



measure of the rule which God has distributed to us, a measure to reach 



even unto you.


B.
For we do not stretch ourselves beyond our measure, as though we did not 



reach unto you: For we are come as far as to you also in preaching the 



gospel of Christ.

C.
Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labors; but 


having hope that when your faith is increased, we shall be enlarged abundantly by 


you according to our rule.

D.
Our desire is to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in 


another man's line of things made ready to our hand.


E.
But he that glories, let him glory in the Lord.


F.
For it is not the one who commends himself that is approved, but whom the Lord 


commends.


(God sets the limits for your ministry.  Do not go beyond the limits of your divine 
commission.  Need does not constitute a call.  Are you where God wants you to be?  Is 
God glorified by your ministry?  Can God commend your ministry?)
Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
In what way does Paul beseech the Corinthians? (1-2)
2.
What do you learn about the flesh in verse 3?

3.
What do you learn about our spiritual weapons in verse 4?  What is their purpose?  (4-6)

4.
What principle was Paul teaching in verse 7?

5.
What was apparently being said in Corinth about Paul's authority, his letters, and his 
personal presence?  (8-11)
6.
What does Paul teach about comparing ourselves with others in verse 12?

7.
What does Paul teach regarding boasting in verses 13-15 and 17?  If we do boast, in what 
are we justified to boast?
8.
According to verse 16, what were two of Paul's objectives for ministry?

9.
What do you learn about commendation in verse 18?
10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 11

1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me.

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles.

6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among you in all things.

7 Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely?

8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service.

9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself.

10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this boasting in the regions of Achaia.

11 Wherefore? because I love you not? God knoweth.

12 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we.

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

16 I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little.

17 That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting.

18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also.

19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise.

20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face.

21 I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold also.

22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.

24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;

26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.

29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?

30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.

31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.

32 In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me:

33 And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands.

Outline 11:

I.
Paul's relationship with the Corinthians.  (1-4)


A.
His appeal to them:  Would to God you could bear with me a little in my folly, 


and indeed bear with me.  (He asks the Corinthians to bear with him in what he is 


about to say.)

B.
His relationship with them.  



1.
For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy.



2.
For I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 


virgin to Christ.


C.
His concern for them.



1.
But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his 



subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 



Christ.  (Stay true to the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ.   The word 



"simplicity" as used here means devotion and loyalty to Christ.)


2.
I fear that you might bear with him who comes:



a.
Preaching another Jesus, whom we have not preached.




b.
Bringing another spirit, which you have not received.




c.
Presenting another gospel, which you have not accepted.

II.
Paul's ministry among the Corinthians.  (5-15)


A.
His position among them:  For I suppose I was not a bit behind the very chief 


apostles.

B.
His preaching to them: 


1.
It was simple:  But though I be rude (simple) in speech, yet I am not simple 


in knowledge.
(Although Paul was intelligent, he spoke simply to them so 



that they could understand his message.)



2.
It was transparent: We have been thoroughly manifest among you in all 



things.

C.
His service to them.


1.
Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that you might be exalted, 



because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely?  (Some of Paul's 



enemies were saying that because he didn't take support from the 




Corinthians as the other apostles did, then he wasn't a true apostle.)


2.
I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service.



(The word "robbed" here means he took support from other churches in 



order to serve the Corinthians.)




a.
When I was present with you and wanted (needed funds), I was 




chargeable to no man.




b.
That which I lacked, the brethren which came from Macedonia 




supplied.




c.
In all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, 




and so will I keep myself.




d.
As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this 





boasting in the regions of Achaia.


D.
His love for them: Why? Because I do not love you? God knows (that I do).


E.
His warning to them regarding false teachers.



1.
They want to be as the apostles and seek opportunity to do so:  But what I 



do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire 



occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we.



2.
They are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves 



into the apostles of Christ.  (They were pretending to be apostles.)


3.
They appear to be righteous:




a.
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 




light.




b.
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as 



the ministers of righteousness.



4.
Their end shall be according to their works. (False apostles and deceitful 



workers will get what they deserve.)
III.
Paul's boasting to the Corinthians.  (16-33)


(Boasting, as done here, is not bragging and lifting up one's self in
pride.  Paul is 
boasting in God.)


A.
His reluctance to boast. I say again:


1.
Let no man think me a fool.



2.
If otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little.




(Even if you think I am foolish, let me boast awhile.)



3.
That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in 


this confidence of boasting.

B.
The justification for boasting.



1.
Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also (in the Lord).



2.
For you suffer (endure) fools gladly, seeing you yourselves are wise.



3.
For you suffer it, if a man bring you into bondage (legalism); if a man 



devour you (take all from you);  if a man take of you (take you in); if a 



man exalt himself (instead of Jesus); if a man smite you on the face 



(verbally abuses you).


4.
I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit 



wherein any is bold--I speak foolishly--I am bold also.


C.
His boasting in the flesh.



1.
Are they Hebrews? So am I. 


2.
Are they Israelites? So am I. 


3.
Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.


(He could boast in the flesh as others did if he so desired.)


D.
His boasting concerning ministry. Are they ministers of Christ? I speak as a fool. 


I am more.




1.
In labors more abundant. 


2.
In stripes (beatings) above measure. 


3.
In prisons more frequent. 


4.
In deaths (the threat of death) often.



5.
Of the Jews, five times I received 39 stripes (from a whip).


6.
Three times I was beaten with rods. 


7.
Once I was stoned. 


8.
Three times I suffered shipwreck.



9.
I was adrift in the sea for a night and a day.


10.
In journeys often.


11.
In perils:




a.
Of waters. 



b.
Of robbers. 



c.
By my own countrymen.




d.
By the heathen, 



e.
In the city.




f.
In the wilderness.




g.
In the sea.




h.
Among false brethren.


12.
In weariness.



13.
In painfulness.



14.
In frequent watching (sleepless nights).


15.
In hunger, thirst, and fasting.



16.
In cold. 


17.
In nakedness (lack of proper clothing)


18.
Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, 



(which is) the care of all the churches.

(If the preceding passage was used to recruit believers for the ministry, it probably 
wouldn't be too successful.  Yet we must realize and educate other believers that we will 
be called upon to suffer for Christ.)


E.
His boasting in infirmities.


1.
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, and I burn not?


2.
If I must glory, I will glory of the things which concern my infirmities.



3.
The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for 




evermore, knows that I do not lie.



4.
In Damascus, the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the 



Damascenes with a garrison. He was desirous to apprehend me and 



I was let down through a window in a basket and escaped his hands.

Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
Summarize Paul's feelings and fears for the Corinthians as discussed in verses 1-4.
2.
How did Paul want to present the Corinthians to Christ?  (2)

3.
How was Eve beguiled and how does this relate to the Corinthians?  (3)

4.
Against what are the Corinthians warned in verse 4?
5.
What do you learn about Paul in verses 5-6?  Specifically, what do you learn about the 
financial support he received in ministry?
6.
What is the question Paul asks in verse 7 and what is the answer he gives in verses 8-
10?
7.
What is the question and answer in verse 11 and how does this relate to the previous 
verses?
8.
What do you learn about false apostles and workers in verses 13-15?
9.
What do you learn about Satan in verse 14?

10.
According to verses 16-18, why was Paul boasting?

11.
Summarize verses 19-21.
12.
What questions are asked and what are the answers in verses 22-23?  What was Paul's 
purpose in asking these questions?

13.
Using verses 23-28, list the challenges Paul experienced in his ministry.

14.
What are the questions in verse 29 and what are the assumed answers? 

15.
In what does Paul glory?  (30)

16.
Who were witnesses that what Paul said was true?  (31)
17.
What do you learn about Paul's experience in Damascus?  (32-33)

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 12

1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord.

2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.

3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)

4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities.

6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me.

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

13 For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong.

14 Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children.

15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.

16 But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile.

17 Did I make a gain of you by any of them whom I sent unto you?

18 I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same steps?

19 Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying.

20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults:

21 And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.

Outline 12:

I.
Paul's revelations.  (1‑10)

A.
His feeling about boasting.


1.
It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory.   (It was not really profitable 



to glory, but Paul did so to address the concerns raised by the 




Corinthians.)


2.
I will come to (go on to discuss) visions and revelations of the Lord.




(Paul would not boast of what he had done, but of what God had done.)

B.
Boasting in God.



1.
I knew a man in Christ about fourteen years ago--whether in the body, I 



cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knows.  Such an 



one was caught up to the third heaven.



2.
And I knew such a man--whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot 



tell: God knows. He was caught up into paradise and heard unspeakable 



words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.


C.
Boasting in weakness.


1.
Of such an one I will glory, yet not of  myself but in mine infirmities.


2.
For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the 



truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which 



he sees me to be, or that he hears of me.



3.
And, lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 



revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of 



Satan to buffet me:



a.
For this thing I sought the Lord three times, that it might depart 




from me.




b.
And He said unto me, "My grace is sufficient for you: for my 




strength is made perfect in weakness."   (Whatever suffering you 




are experiencing, God's grace is sufficient.)


4.
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 



of Christ may rest upon me.  (This literally means he wanted the power of 



Christ to pitch a tent and remain over him.)


5.
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 



persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: For when I am weak, then I am 


strong.



(For further study regarding what has come to be called "Paul's thorn in 



the flesh", see Supplemental Study Two of this outline.)

II.
Authentication of Paul's ministry.  (11‑13)

A.
I am become a fool in glorying; you have compelled me (to do so) for I ought to 


have been commended of you: For I am behind in nothing compared to the very 


chief apostles, though I be nothing. (He shouldn't have had to boast.)

B.
Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, signs, 


wonders, and mighty deeds.



(Note that patience is listed along with signs, wonders, and mighty deeds.  In fact, 

it is listed first.  Patience as used here is from two Greek words which means 


"under" and "to abide or stay". Together, they note being under stress, 



opposition, and heavy weight but still having staying power, enduring, and 


hanging in there faithfully. Patience is just as miraculous as signs, wonders, and 


mighty deeds.)


C.
For what is it wherein you were inferior to other churches, except it be that I 


myself was not burdensome to you  (he didn't take money from them). Forgive me 


this wrong (if you perceive it as such).
III.
The apostle's proposed visit to Corinth.  (14‑21)

A.
He will not be a burden


1.
Behold, this is the third time I am ready to come to you.



2.
I will not be burdensome to you: For I do not seek yours, but you.  (Paul 



did not want what they had, he wanted them!)


3.
For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the 



children.


B.
His attitude towards them: And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 


though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.


C.
Refuting false claims.



1.
But be it so, I did not burden you: Nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you 



with guile.



2.
Did I make a gain of you by any of them whom I sent unto you?



3.
I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a gain of 



you? 


4.
Did we not walk in the same spirit? Did we not walk in the same steps?




Do you think we excused ourselves unto you? 


5.
We speak before God in Christ: But we do all things, dearly beloved, for 



your edifying.


D.
His concern about conditions upon his arrival. 


1.
For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that 



I shall be found unto you such as you would not.



2.
I fear lest there be:




a.
Debates (quarreling).



b.
Envy (begrudging what others have).



c.
Wrath (angry outbursts).



d.
Strife (factions).




e.
Backbiting (slander, insults).



f.
Whispering (gossip).



g.
Swelling (a prideful attitude).



h
Tumults (troublesome, disorderly situations).


3.
I fear lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, that I 



shall bewail many which have sinned already and have not repented of:




a.
Uncleanness (indecency and impurity).




b.
Fornication (sexual sins).




c.
Lasciviousness (sensuality).
Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
About whom is Paul talking in verses 1-3 and what happened to this person according to 
verse 4?
2.
In what does Paul glory?  (5)
3.
According to verse 6, why was Paul sharing this account?

4.
According to verse 7, what was given to Paul and why?

5.
Using the outline on this chapter and Supplemental Study Two, summarize what you 
learn about Paul's thorn in the flesh.

6.
What did Paul ask God for three times?  (8)

7.
What was God's response to Paul's appeal? (9)

8.
In what did Paul take pleasure and why?  (9-10)

9.
Why did Paul feel he should be commended by the Corinthians?  (11-13)
10.
What methods were used to share the gospel in Corinth?  (12)

11.
Describe Paul's financial relationship to the Corinthians.  (13-17)
12.
What statement does Paul make about the Corinthians in verse 15 and what does this 
reflect about his attitude towards them?
13.
What reputation did Titus have among the Corinthians? (18)

14.
What question is asked in verse 19 and what is the answer?

15.
According to verses 20-21, what did Paul fear he would find when he came to Corinth?

16.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Corinthians 13

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.

2 I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the second time; and being absent now I write to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I will not spare:

3 Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.

4 For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you.

5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?

6 But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.

7 Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.

8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.

9 For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even your perfection.

10 Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruction.

11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.

12 Greet one another with an holy kiss.

13 All the saints salute you.

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.

Outline 13:

I.
Paul's proposed visit to Corinth.  (1-4)


A.
He will come for the third time:  This is the third time I am coming to you. 

B.
He will investigate the problems going on in the church and confirm his 



apostleship: In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be 



established.

C.
He will discipline wrong-doing.



1.
I told you before and I tell you now as if I were present, the second time.



2.
Being absent now I write to them which have sinned and to all others (who 


might be thinking about sinning), that, if I come again, I will not spare 



them.

D.
He will demonstrate the power of Christ.



1.
Since you seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, whose word to you is not 



weak, but is mighty in you.



2.
For though He was crucified through weakness, yet He lives by the power 



of God.  


3.
For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the power of 



God toward you.


(Some of the Corinthians were accusing Paul of being weak.  He is explaining 


here that what is perceived to be weakness is not necessarily so, as in the example 

of Jesus.  Jesus chose to lay aside His power at the crucifixion.  He could 



have called 10,000 angels to His aid.)

II.
Final appeals to the Corinthian believers.  (5‑10)

A.
An appeal for self‑examination.


1.
Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith.  (Self-examination is 



important to determine if you are living according to the tenets of faith.)


2.
Prove your own selves. 


3.
Know your own selves.



4.
Know that Jesus Christ is in you except you be reprobates (doomed to 



perdition)--but I trust that you shall know that we are not reprobates.



(Self-examination is not to determine whether or not Jesus is in you.  If 



you have been born again, you can be assured that He is and that you are 



not a reprobate without God.  Self-examination is for the purpose of 



assuring you are living in conformity with God's Word in every area of 



your life. The words "examine, prove, and know" all speak of continuous 



action.)

B.
Paul's prayer for them.



1.
Now I pray to God that you do no evil.



2.
Not just so that we should appear approved, but so that you should do that 



which is honest even though we be as reprobates.  (Paul is directing them 



to do what is right even if he and the others apostles should fall.  




Determine that no matter who falls around you, you will continue on with 



God.)


3.
For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.  (Do not argue 



against the Word of God, comply with it and defend it!)

C.
Paul's desire for them.



1.
We are glad when we are weak and you are strong.



2.
We wish for your perfection.


D.
The purpose of Paul's letters.



1.
Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use 



sharpness.



2.
I write these things according to the power which the Lord has given me to 


edify and not to destroy.

Part Six

Conclusion


13:11‑14

III.
A concluding exhortation.  (11)

Finally, brethren, farewell. 

A.
The commands.


1.
Be perfect.



2.
Be of good comfort.



3.
Be of one mind.



4.
Live in peace.


B.
The result: And the God of love and peace shall be with you.

IV.
The closing greetings.  (12‑13)

A.
Greet one another with an holy kiss.


B.
All the saints salute you.

V.
The benediction.  (14)

May the following be with you all:


A.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.


B.
The love of God.


C.
The communion of the Holy Ghost

D.
Amen (so be it).

(Note the  confirmation of the Trinity in the closing benediction:  Jesus, God, and the 
Holy Ghost.) 
Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
According to verse 1, how many times had Paul visited the Corinthians previously?

2.
What do you learn about verification of the truth in verse 1?

3.
What problem is Paul addressing in verses 2-3?

4.
What do you learn about the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ in verse 4 and how it 
applies to believers?

5.
Using verse 5, answer the following questions:



-What admonition is given?  


-Why should we examine ourselves?  


-By what standard should we examine ourselves?  


-What questions might you ask yourself in self-examination?



-How often should we examine ourselves?



-What does it mean to be a reprobate?  (outline point II A.4.)

6.
Read verses 6-7 and identify the problem Paul was addressing.

7.
What does Paul pray for the Corinthians in verse 7?

8.
According to verse 8, how should a believer respond to the truth of God's Word?

9.
According to verse 9, what was Paul's wish for the Corinthians?

10.
Why did Paul decide to write to the Corinthians rather than go see them personally?  (10)

11.
What final admonitions are given in verse 11?

12.
What do you learn about God in verse 11?

13.
Summarize the final greetings in verses 12-14.

14.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE
MISCELLANEOUS STUDIES

1.
Study about the founding and history of the church at Corinth: Acts 18:1‑18; 19:1‑22; 
20:3,31.
2.
One of the reasons Paul wrote 1 Corinthians was to instruct the church to discipline an 
unrepentant sinful member (1 Corinthians 5:1‑8).  In 2 Corinthians Paul instructs the 
church 
to receive back that one who had since repented (2 Corinthians 2:6‑11).  Church
discipline should always be done for the purpose of restoration.
3.  
Second Corinthians reveals much about the person and work of Satan.  See 2 Corinthians 
2:10‑11; 4:4; 11:3,13‑15; 12:7.

4.  
Four special names for believers are found in 2 Corinthians.  We are called living 
epistles: 3:2‑3; a sweet savor of Christ: 2:15; treasure in earthen vessels: 4:7; and 
ambassadors of Christ: 5:20.
5. 
Paul told the Corinthian believers:  "Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ" 

(1 Corinthians 4:16 and 11:1).  Study Paul's example as revealed in 1 Corinthians.


‑He was loyal in message, method, and motive: 2:1‑5



‑He was sound in building: 3:10‑23



‑He was a trustee of the truth of the Gospel: 4:1‑6



‑He endured tribulations for Jesus: 4:9‑16



‑He was considerate of weaker brethren: 6:12; 8:13



‑He denied himself in order to reach souls: 9:19‑23



‑He was self‑disciplined: 9:27; 10:33



‑He demonstrated proper restraint in public assemblies: 14:18‑20



‑He was humble: 15:9‑10

6.
First Corinthians chapters 12‑14 concern the use of spiritual gifts in the church.  Use the 
following notes to study this section:


The Holy Spirit divides these gifts among believers as He will: Chapter 12



‑There are many gifts, but one Spirit: Verses 4‑11


‑There are many members but one body:  Verses 12‑27



‑There are many ways to serve, but one church: Verses 28‑31


The gifts have no value unless they are used with love:  Chapter 13



‑Spiritual gifts are not effective without love: Verses 1‑3



‑The characteristics of love: Verses 4‑8



‑Love is the greatest gift of all: Verses 9‑13


The most desirable gift is the gift of prophecy: Chapter 14



‑It edifies the church: Verses l‑22



‑It convinces outsiders (the unsaved): Verses 23‑28



‑It should be used properly: Verses 29‑40

7.
Review what the book of 2 Corinthians reveals about Paul's afflictions and the subject of 
suffering:  2 Corinthians 1:3-4; 4:8-11; 6:4-5; 11:23-27; 12:9-10.
8.
While in Corinth, Paul wrote the epistles to the Thessalonians.  See 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 
and study further using the Harvestime Legacy Bible Outline on the book of 
Thessalonians.
9.
Reading between the lines of 2 Corinthians, we can discover the many charges brought 
against Paul--all of which were false and which he refutes.  Perhaps this list will help you 
feel less persecuted when someone falsely accuses you of something!


In 2 Corinthians 1 the charges were:


-Improper conduct (12)


-Wrong motives (13)



-Indecisiveness (15)



-Inconsistency in his message (18)



-Being weak in the faith (21)



-Not being anointed (21)


In 2 Corinthians 3:1:  The charge was that he lacked letters of commendation.


In 2 Corinthians 4:1-2 the charges were:



-He was sometimes faint-hearted.



-He did disgraceful things.



-He deceived people



-He mishandled the Word of God


In 2 Corinthians 5:12-15 the charge was that Paul was insane.


In 2 Corinthians 7:2 the charges were that he wronged, defrauded, and cheated people.


In 2 Corinthians 10 the charges were:



-He walked after the flesh (1-2)


-He was a coward (1-2)



-He was not of Christ (7)



-He claimed unauthorized authority (8 and 13)



-He had a weak appearance (10)



-He was a poor speaker (10)


In 2 Corinthians 12 the charges were:



-He was not an apostle (11)



-He damaged the church's image  (13)



-He did not handle money properly (17-18)

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO

PAUL'S THORN IN THE FLESH
Many people have been taught that Paul's thorn in the flesh mentioned in 2 Corinthians  12:7-10 was illness and that, even as he prayed three times for it to depart without results, they are destined to have their own "thorn in the flesh" of sickness or torment.  The "thorn in the flesh" tradition is a major blockade which prevents many from receiving healing and deliverance. 
Here is what the Bible teaches about Paul's thorn in the flesh:

WHAT IT WAS:

The Bible says Paul's thorn was a messenger.  The Greek word "messenger" appears seven times in the New Testament.  It is translated "angel" 181 times.  All 188 times the word is used it is speaking of a personality, not a sickness or disease.  A messenger is a personality.

The use of the word "thorns" in the Old Testament also supports this. “Thorns” is used in Numbers 33:55 and Joshua 23:13 to describe the inhabitants of the land of Canaan. In both of these cases, the word did not mean a physical affliction, but buffeting by an enemy.

WHO IT WAS FROM:

The Bible says it was a messenger from Satan.  Paul said, "There was given me..." but he did not say it was from God--although we know that nothing affects a believer's life without God's permission.
WHY IT WAS PERMITTED:

The thorn was permitted for three major reasons:

1.
It prevented sin:  Paul said the thorn was permitted because of the abundant revelations he received and to prevent pride.  Before anyone claims to have a thorn in the flesh he should consider how many revelations and visions he has had.  Does he qualify for a thorn?  Most folks who think they have a thorn in the flesh have not had any kind of supernatural revelation or vision.

2.
It fulfilled prophecy:  The thorn also fulfilled prophecy. When Paul was converted, God said: "...I will shew him how great things he must suffer  for my name's sake"  (Acts 9:16).
3.
It provided strength:  The problems created by the "thorn" provided opportunity for the strength of God to be manifested.

WHAT IT DID:

The thorn buffeted Paul.  To "buffet" means to "give repeated blows, over and over and over."  The word "buffeting" does not refer to a permanent state of sickness but to repeated blows.  The messenger was sent to buffet Paul to try to stop the Word of God from being preached.

HOW IT WAS MANIFESTED:

Here are some examples of the various ways this "thorn" manifested and stirred up opposition to buffet Paul:


-The Jews determined to kill Paul right after his conversion: Acts 9:23


-Paul was hindered in joining the believers: Acts 9:26-29


-He was opposed by Satan: Acts 13:6-12


-He was opposed by Jews in a mob: Acts 13:44-49


-He was expelled out of Antioch in Pisidia: Acts 13:50 


-He was mobbed and expelled from Iconium: Acts 14:1-5


-He fled to Lystra and Derbe where he was stoned and left for dead:  Acts 14:6-19


-He was disputing continually with false brethren: Acts 19:8


-He was beaten and jailed at Philippi: Acts 16:12-40


-He was mobbed and expelled from Thessalonica: Acts 17:1-10


-He was mobbed and expelled from Berea:  Acts 17:10-14


-He was mobbed at Corinth: Acts 18:1-23


-He was mobbed at Ephesus: Acts 19:23-31


-There was a plot against his life by the Jews: Acts 20:3


-He was seized by Jews, mobbed, tried in court five times, and suffered other


  hardships: 2 Corinthians 11:23-33

Paul did experience sickness as indicated in Galatians 4:13-16, but this was not his thorn because it was not a permanent condition.  He said he had it only "at first."  Some believe Paul's thorn was defective eyes, but his eyes were healed of blindness (Acts 9:18).  Believing that he still continued to have eye trouble discredits the healing power of God.  Also, would it be right to call eye problems that resulted from seeing the glory of God a messenger of Satan?  Paul himself tells us in the year 60, when he wrote Corinthians, that it was "around 14 years ago" that he received the "abundant revelation" which resulted in the thorn in the flesh.  That was 12 years after his conversion experience in which he saw God's glory.

When Paul uses the phrase in Galatians 4:15 that "you would have plucked out your eyes and have given them to me," it is a Hebrew figure of speech.  It is similar to phrases used in some places today to express intense desire.  For example, "I would give my right arm... "  If Paul had an oriental eye disease with pus running from his eyes as some claim, it is strange that this would inspire people to have faith for special miracles. 

ITS RESULTS:

Paul speaks of his "infirmity" which means "want of strength, weakness, an inability to produce results through his own natural abilities."  Through this weakness, God's power and strength were manifested.

THE CONCLUSION:

The conclusion regarding Paul's thorn is that although we cannot know for certain exactly what the thorn was, keep the following in mind:

Paul's thorn resulted in God's power being demonstrated in His life. Some people use the "thorn in the flesh" excuse to languish in illness or bondage.  They should remember that the only Biblical example of a thorn in the flesh out-wrote, out-preached, and out-traveled all of his partners in ministry.  The thorn did not hinder his dynamic service for the Kingdom nor the demonstration of God's power through Him.   

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY THREE
PAUL'S TEACHING ON WOMEN

If the following discussion differs from your own personal interpretation or that of your denomination, please realize it is not intended to cause division. If you have personal convictions in certain areas, then you need to abide by them for conscience sake, as Paul says. It is important to remember that all the instructions in the books written by Paul, as well as those in the other Epistles, were given within the context of a church in which women were active in ministry. A careful study will reveal that no passages in the Acts or the Epistles can be used to forbid women access to dynamic Christian ministry like that of women in the early church.

TEACHING AND PREACHING

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. Let your women keep silence in the churches; for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church (1 Corinthians 14:33-35)

This passage is often used to prohibit women from teaching or preaching in the church. Paul does not mean women are to keep totally silent. In the preceding chapter, he provides much detail about how a woman should have her head covered when she prays and prophesies. Why would he waste time on this discussion if they were not supposed to speak in church at all?  At  the coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, Peter quoted the prophecy of Joel stating that the Holy Spirit was to come upon the "daughters and handmaidens" and they would prophesy. 

First Corinthians 14 may be one of the passages that Peter refers to as "difficult to understand" in Paul's writings. The most important clue to the problem is the meaning of the Greek word translated "to speak" in verse 34. The word here does not refer to public speaking, but means "chatting, questioning, and arguing."  

In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul's purpose is to prevent confusion in the church. His concern is that everything is done in order in the worship services. This is why he tells women not to question, chat, or disrupt the services but to wait and ask their husbands at home.   

The cultural context in which this passage was given must also be considered. In Jewish churches, the women sat in one section, the men in another. Apparently the Corinthian women were not only chatting but also shouting questions to their husbands in the men's section. Proper order is Paul's concern in this passage and there is no conflict between this passage and his description of what a regular church service should be: 
When ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation...If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three...Let the prophets speak two or three...For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. (1 Corinthians 14:26-27, 29, 31)

The pattern Paul describes for church worship appears to be a very informal type of meeting. He tells everyone that has a psalm, doctrine, tongue, revelation, or interpretation to present it in proper order. "Everyone" includes women.
TOTAL SILENCE?

One other passage in the Epistles should be discussed here, as it is similar to the one in Corinthians: Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. (1 Timothy 2:11-14)

The word "silence" does not mean women are never to speak. If they were to learn in total silence, they could never ask questions or discuss what they are learning.  The word "silence" Paul used calls for a calm, undisruptive spirit open to learning. The words "usurp authority" means to dictate, domineer, or act in one's own authority. None of us should exemplify these attitudes. 

THE MORE SINFUL SEX?

In this passage in 1 Timothy 14, Paul is not condemning women for their part in the fall into sin or indicating they are a more sinful sex. He is merely pointing out that when Eve acted in her own carnal will and authority she was deceived. When you speak or act with a rebellious, dictating, domineering spirit, you open yourself up to deception and sin. Paul is certainly not releasing man from his responsibility in the fall. Eve was deceived and thought she would become like a god. Adam was not deceived.  He sinned with full understanding of what he was doing and the consequences.

THE COVERING

Another passage that has been the subject of much discussion in relation to women is 1 Corinthians 11:3-16.  Some interpret the word "head" in this passage to mean man is the ruler over the woman. The Hebrew word used may mean "rule" but just as often means "beginning." Paul was speaking of Jesus being the beginning or ruler over the church, just as man, created first in God's image, is the beginning of woman and she is from him.
Some think these instructions indicate women should have long hair and never cut it because it is their covering. Others believe it means a woman should wear a head covering when she attends church services. The important thing to remember in interpreting this passage is Paul's final statement in verse 16:  "But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God" (1 Corinthians 11:16).  He said there should be no contention or arguments about the subject. In verse 18 he notes his concern about such divisions in the Corinthian church. Paul's greatest concern was for order and unity in the church. Whatever interpretation is given to these passages it should not cause division. 

This passage indicates man was first formed and then woman. It states that each is incomplete without the other. Men and women were created to be a mutual comfort and blessing to one another, not one a slave and the other a tyrant. As the woman was first formed out of the man, man is ever since formed out of the body of a woman. Just as it is the will of God that the woman accept her place of submission to her husband, so it is the will of God that man not abuse his leadership responsibilities.

Paul speaks of the importance of a woman praying with a proper covering for her head. In Paul's time, the wearing of a veil by a married Jewish woman signified they were under submission to their husband. It was an outward custom signifying an inward attitude. Paul indicates that a woman's hair could also serve as a symbol of this covering (verse 15). It was not necessary for men to wear a covering since they were the covering for the woman, designated by God to lovingly care for her.  

This passage does not mean unmarried women cannot pray or prophesy in church. It means that when a woman prays or ministers, she should do so in an attitude of submission to God and, if she is married, to her husband. This attitude results in the power of God and his angels resting upon her. Praying or prophesying with a rebellious attitude is not effective.  Right relationship to God and your mate is essential to powerful ministry.

Some still maintain the custom of wearing a head covering during worship to symbolize proper heart attitudes. Some maintain that women should wear long hair for the same purpose. These are issues dictated by custom or conviction and should be respected but should not become divisive issues. 
The important concept of Paul's teaching is this: A Christian woman should be in proper relationship to her husband by demonstrating an attitude of loving submission to him as she does to Jesus Christ. Ministry without this attitude is ineffective. Whether or not this is symbolized by the custom of the wearing of a veil or long hair as it was in Paul's time is not the important issue.

IN SUMMARY

We cannot interpret any passages in the New Testament as a barrier to women's ministry in the church. If women were to keep total silence and not teach or preach, then how did New Testament women organize churches in their homes? Why did Paul send salutations and commendations to them in the Epistles if they were wrong in taking these leadership roles in the church?  Why did he give detailed instructions as to how they were to "prophesy" (speak) in the church with proper covering? 
We must view these passages in terms of Paul's bottom line final statement which is that:  "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28).
All cultural barriers are broken in Jesus All class barriers dissolve when we become part of the Body of Christ as true believers. Whether servant (bond) or master (free), we are one in Christ. Most important to women, there is neither male or female in Christ. All aspects of ministry are open to women as God appoints, anoints, and equips them for service.

