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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF 
FIRST PETER
AUTHOR:  Peter.
TO WHOM:  Exiled believers being persecuted for their Christian faith, but as with all of the epistles it is applicable to all believers.
PURPOSE:  To warn of the danger of suffering and persecution coming from those outside of the Church.  

KEY VERSES:  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

(1 Peter 4:12‑13)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  Response to persecution should be based on scriptural principles.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  Peter, Silvanus, Marcus. 

A BRIEF OUTLINE:

I.
Greetings: 1:1‑2.
II.
Comfort and reassurance in suffering: 1:3‑3:13.
III.
The discipline of suffering: 3:14‑4:19.
IV.
Serving despite suffering: 5:1‑10.
V.
Closing remarks: 5:11‑14.
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote this book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF FIRST PETER

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
1 Peter 1
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

Outline 1:

I.
Introduction.  (1-2)


A
From: Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.


B.
To the "strangers" scattered throughout:



1.
Pontus.



2.
Galatia.



3.
Cappadocia.



4.
Asia.



5.
Bithynia.


(These were all Roman provinces that were located in what is now northern Turkey.)


C.
These "strangers" are:



1.
Those elected by God,  (those set apart) according to the foreknowledge 



(full knowledge) of God the Father.


2.
Those sanctified (set apart) by the Spirit through obedience.  (You 




cannot live a sanctified life yourself. It is only possible through the work 



of  the Holy Spirit in your life.)


3.
Those redeemed through the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

(You may feel strange, scattered, and abandoned, but God knows who you are and 
where you are! Note the work of the Trinity described in this passage.)

II.
The blessings of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2-5)


A.
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.


B.
According to His abundant mercy He has begotten us again (we were born again) 


unto a lively (ever living) hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

C.
He has given us an inheritance that:



1.
Is incorruptible.



2.
Is undefiled (pure).



3.
Does not fade away.



4.
Is reserved for us in heaven.

D.
He keeps us;



1.
By the power of God. 


2.
Through faith.



3.
Unto salvation.



4.
Ready to be revealed in the last time.
III.
Rejoicing in times of trial. You can greatly rejoice in temptation (trials) despite your 
heaviness (grief and pressure caused by these circumstances) because: (6-8)

A.
Trials are only for a season.


B.
The trial of your faith is more precious than gold that perishes.


C.
There is purpose in your trials:



1.
You are tried with fire, as gold is refined.



2.
The purpose for this is that your faith  might be found  (proven) unto 



praise, honor, and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:




a.
Whom having not seen, you love.




b.
In whom, though you do not see Him now, yet you believe and  




rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

IV.
The end result of trials: The salvation of your soul.  (9-12)

(Focus on the end result of your trials and you will be able to respond with faith, praise, 
worship, and joy.)


A.
The (Old Testament) prophets, who prophesied of the grace (of this divine 



blessing of salvation) that should come unto you, inquired and searched diligently 


concerning this salvation. 
 

1.
They searched as to what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 



which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand of the 




sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.



2.
It was revealed to them, that not unto themselves but unto us they did 



minister these things, which are now reported unto you by them that have 



preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.



(The prophets proclaimed, prophesied, and predicted salvation.  They were saved 


by looking forward in faith to
the cross. We are saved by looking back to it in 


faith.  We have more understanding than the prophets because the death of Jesus 


on the cross has been fulfilled as predicted.)   


B.
The angels desire to look into this subject of salvation.

V.
Admonitions for facing trials successfully.  (13-17)  

A.
Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind (get ready for action).


B.
Be sober.  (To be sober is to be serious-minded. It also means to abstain from 


things like drugs, alcohol, pornography--anything that would hinder you from 


being controlled by the Holy Spirit.) 

C.
Hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of 


Jesus Christ. (Keep your hope set on Christ's return.)

D.
Live as obedient children.


E.
Do not fashion yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance. (Do not 

live in ignorance as you did before being born again.  Do not be conformed to the 

world, but be transformed: Romans 12:1-2).

F.
Be holy, as He which has called you is holy:



1.
So be holy in all manner of conversation (conduct).


2.
Because it is written, You be holy, for (because and as) I am holy.




(Because He is holy, we must be holy:  Leviticus 11:44-45.)


G.
Call on the Father, who without respect of persons (partiality) judges according to 

every man's work.


H.
Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear.  (Sojourning means you are just 


here temporarily, passing through this world.  Fear does not mean terror, but 


rather with respect.)
VI.
Assurances to face trials successfully.  (18-25)

A.
Assurance of redemption through Christ.



1.
You are not redeemed (purchased) with corruptible things, such as silver 



and gold.



2.
You are redeemed from your vain conversation (conduct) received by 



tradition from 
your fathers.


3.
You are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ:




a.
Who was a lamb without blemish and without spot.




b.
Who was foreordained before the foundation of the world.




c.
Who was manifest in these last times for you.


4.
By whom you believe in God:




a.
Who raised Him from the dead.




b.
Who gave Him glory.




c.
Who made it possible for your faith and hope to be in God.


B.
Assurance based on the truth: Seeing you have purified your souls in obeying the 


truth through the Spirit.


C.
Assurance based on relationship to the Body of Christ.  The unfeigned love of the 


brethren: See that you love one another with a pure heart fervently.

D.
Assurance based on the Word of God.


1
You are born again, not of corruptible (mortal) seed, but of incorruptible, 



by the Word of God, which lives and abides forever.



2.
For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass: 



a.
The grass withers.




b.
The flower thereof falls away.


3.
The Word of the Lord endures forever. 


4.
This is the Word which by the gospel is preached unto you.


(Music, testimonies, drama, and media like the internet, television, and radio are all 
wonderful tools for preaching the Gospel, but only insomuch as they focus on the Word.  
It is the Word that changes lives and abides forever.)
Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Who is the author of this epistle? (1)

2.
How does the author identify himself in verse 1?

3.
To whom is the epistle addressed? (1)

4.
How are the recipients of this epistle described? (2)
5.
How did we become part of the elect? (2)

6.
What blessing is extended to readers in the latter part of verse 2?

7.
Describe the roles of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in behalf of the elect. (2-4)

8.
How were believers begotten unto a lively hope and what is that hope? (3-4)

9.
How is the believer’s inheritance described in verse 4?

10.
Where is the believer’s inheritance? (4)

11.
According to verse 5, how are believers kept, through what, unto what? 

12.
When will the full benefits of salvation be revealed?  (5)

13.
What spiritual season is addressed in verse 6 and how are believers to respond during 
such seasons?

14.
To what is the trial of faith compared in verse 7?

15.
What is the end result of your trial of faith? (7)

16.
How is the believer’s relationship to Christ described in verse 8?

17.
What is the end result of the believer’s faith? (9)

18.
Who previously inquired concerning the salvation believers now experience?    (10)

19.
Summarize the questions previously examined by the prophets.  Did the prophets receive 
answers to their questions? To whom were the answers revealed?  (10-12)

20.
From where was Holy Ghost sent to earth and what was one of His purposes? (12)

21.
What things do the angels desire to look into? (12)

22.
What exhortations are given in verse 13?

23.
What does it mean to gird up the loins of your mind? (13)

24.
What does the word "sober" mean as used in verse 13?

25.
For what are we to hope until the end?  (13)

26.
What will be brought to believers at the return of Jesus?  (13)

27.
How is a true believer to conduct himself?  (14)

28.
What is to be manifested in the life of a true believer? (15)

29.
What is the command given in verse 16?

30.
Who is the judge of every man’s work? (17)

31.
How are believers to pass their time here on earth?  (17)

32.
By what things were believers not redeemed?  (18)

33.
How were believers redeemed?  (19)

34.
How is Jesus described in verse 19?

35.
Who was foreordained before the foundation of the world and manifested in the last 
times?  (19-20)

36.
Who raised Jesus from the dead, gave Him glory, and for what purpose?  (21)

37.
How does one purify his soul?  (22)

38.
What command is given in verse 22?

39.
What is a good test to determine if a person has truly been changed through the new birth 
experience?  (22)

40.
How were we born again? (23)

41.
What do you learn about the Word of God in verse 23?

42.
According to verses 22-23, how are you able to love others fervently?

43.
How is flesh and the glory of man described in verse 24?

44.
What assurance is given in verse 25 regarding the Word of God?

45.
By what should the Gospel be preached?  (25)

46.
Study chapter one again using the following outline:


​​​
-The source of hope:




Verse 3a



​​​-The sufficiency of hope (abundant mercy):

Verse 3



-The sustaining of hope (it is a living hope):

Verse 3



-The sanctity of hope (incorruptible and undefiled):
Verse 4 a



-The security of hope (reserved):


Verse 4



-The strength of hope (power):


Verse 5 



-The summation of hope (revealed in the last time):
Verse 5


-The satisfaction of hope (rejoicing despite trials):
Verses 6-8



-The salvation of hope (to be revealed):

Verse 9

47.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Peter 2

1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;

12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.

Outline 2:

I.
Wherefore (in view of what has been taught in the previous passages about trials)  you 
should 
be laying aside (continually stripping yourself of): (1)


A.
All malice (an unforgiving spirit).

B.
All guile (deception).


C.
Hypocrisies (pretending to be what you are not).


D.
Envies (desiring what others have).


E.
All evil speaking (including gossip, cussing, slander, negative speaking, etc.)
II.
As newborn babies you should: (2-3)

A.
Desire (crave) the sincere (pure) milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby.



(Like an impatient baby at meal time, you should cry out for the Word.)


B.
If so be  (since) you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.


(Desire the sincere, pure Word, not mixed with anything else, and you will 


experience spiritual growth and the gracious kindness and forgiveness of God.)
III.
Build your life on the cornerstone of faith.  (4-8)

A.
 It is a living stone to which we come, one which was:



1.
Disallowed (disregarded) of men (John 1:11).



2.
Chosen of God.




3.
Precious,


B.
You also, as lively (living) stones are built upon this cornerstone:



1.
To form a spiritual house (1 Corinthians 3:16; John 1:42).



2.
To form a holy priesthood.



3.
For the purpose of offering up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 



Jesus Christ.



(Stones, as used in this passage refers to gems of great value.  Alone, a stone is 


useless, but together, we become living stones with the divine purpose of serving 


as spiritual priests offering up sacrifices of worship.)

  
C.
The cornerstone of which scripture speaks is:



1.
Laid by God in Sion  (1 Corinthians3:10;  Ephesians 2:20; Isaiah 28:16).



2
The chief cornerstone.



3.
Elect (chosen by God).



4.
Precious.


D.
Responses to this cornerstone.



1.
Those who believe on Him:




a.
Shall not be confounded.




b.
Shall value Him as precious.


2.
Those who do not believe on Him:



a.
View Him as the stone which the builders disallowed.




b.
Consider Him a stone of stumbling.  (People stumble over such 




things as His virgin birth, His resurrection, His sinless life, and the 



Word of God.  See Isaiah 8;13-14.)



c.
See Him as a rock of offence.  (People become offended in Christ 




when they do not understand difficult circumstances of life.  For 




example, when Jesus talked about His forthcoming suffering and 




death, many turned back from following Him.  You must determine 




once and for all that faith is just that--faith.  You will not 





understand everything that happens in life:  Deuteronomy 29:29.)



d.
Stumble over His Word because they are disobedient 





whereunto they were appointed.  (God's perfect will was for 




them to accept Christ. To those who reject Jesus, He becomes 




offensive.  They stumble over the Word because they reject God's 




original blueprint--so to speak--the foundation upon which God 




appointed them to build their lives.  Because of this, their lives 




are confounded, confused, and without purpose.)



3.
Regardless of our response--Jesus Christ is and remains the head of the 



corner--the cornerstone,
(The cornerstone is the foundational stone of a building, a point of reference from which all other measurements are taken. The cornerstone will bear the record of the building, giving the name of the building, when it was built, etc.  Spiritually, the cornerstone of Jesus Christ which was rejected by unbelievers is the foundation of our faith against which all should be measured and upon which all should be built: Our lives, doctrines, conduct, and ministries. The cornerstone, also called the foundation stone, is laid long before the completion of the building itself,  but the date of completion is inscribed on it. The same is true of your salvation.  God will complete what He has started in you:           
Philippians 1:6) 

IV.
Those who build their lives upon the cornerstone:  (9-10)


A.
Are a chosen generation.


B.
Are a royal priesthood.


C.
Are a holy nation.


D.
Are a peculiar people.


E.
Are to show forth the praises of Him who called them out of darkness into His 


marvelous light.

F.
Were not a people in times past, but are now the people of God.  ("Not a 



people" means having no spiritual identity, no purpose, and missing the 



point of life.)


G.
Had not obtained mercy in times past, but now have obtained mercy.

V.
Admonitions to those whose lives are built upon this cornerstone.  (11-18)


Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims (foreigners traveling 
through with no legal status in the world because we are of  another kingdom):


A.
Abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.  (For a list of fleshly lusts, 


see Galatians 5:19-21.  "Flesh" as used here means your human nature apart 


from God.)

B.
Have your conversation (conduct) honest among the Gentiles (nations).


1.
They speak against you as evildoers.



2.
They will behold your good works.



3.
They shall glorify God in the day of their visitation.



(This refers to when God comes to judge the nations.)


C.
Submit (be subject) to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake whether it be to:



1.
The king, as supreme.


2.
To governors, as unto them that are sent by Him:




a.
For the punishment of evildoers.




b.
For the praise of them that do well.



3.
This (what has just been mandated)  is the will of God:




a.
That with well-doing you may put to silence the ignorance of 




foolish men.




b.
As free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but 



as the servants of God.


D.
Honor all men (respect all humanity). 

E.
Love the brotherhood. 

F.
Fear God (respond with respect and honor, not terror). 

G.
Honor the king (with respect, not worship).

H.
Servants:



1.
Be subject to your masters with all fear (respect).



2.
Do not only be subject only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 



(Some masters are unreasonable, but you are to be subject to them as 



long as they do not ask you to do something dishonest, illegal, or contrary 



to the Word of God.)
VI.
The discipline and divine purposes of suffering for righteousness.  (19-25) 

A.
For this is thankworthy (commendable) if a man, for conscience toward God, 


endure grief and suffer wrongfully.


B.
For what glory is it if, when you be buffeted for your faults, you shall take it 


patiently? 

C.
But if, when you do well and suffer for it, you take it patiently, this is acceptable 


with God.


D.
For even hereunto you were called: Because Christ also suffered for us and left us 


an example, that we should follow His steps.



1.
He did no sin.



2.
Guile (deceit) was not found in His mouth.


3.
When He was reviled, He did not revile again.



4.
When He suffered, He did not threaten.



5.
He committed Himself to Him that judges righteously.



6.
He bore our sins in His own body on the tree:




a.
That we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.




b.
By whose stripes you were healed.




c.
For you were like sheep going astray.




d.
Now you are returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.



(Jesus is our example of how to respond when we suffer for righteousness.  See 


also Isaiah 53:22-25.  His example reveals that suffering has divine purpose.  


Two names of God are used here. Shepherd and Bishop--or guardian--of  your 


soul.)

Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
What things are true believers to lay aside?  (1)

2.
What are believers to desire and for what purpose?  (1)

3.
What has a true believer experienced according to verse 3?

4.
Who is the living stone spoken of in verse 4?  Who disallowed this stone?  Who chose 
this stone?  How is the stone described? (4)

5.
How are believers described in verse 5?

6.
According to verse 5, what process is underway spiritually in the life of a believer?

7.
How do these lively stones relate to one another and for what purpose? (5)

8.
Who is the chief corner stone mentioned in verse 6?

9.
How is the cornerstone described? (6)

10.
What happens to those who believe in this cornerstone?  (6) 

11.
What is the attitude of believers towards this cornerstone?  (7)

12.
What is the attitude of unbelievers towards the cornerstone?  (7-8)

13.
According to verse 9, how are believers described?

14.
To what great purpose are believers called?  (9) 

15.
Define the spiritual stones discussed in this chapter.


-5 Lively stones

-6 Cornerstone


-7 Rejected stone


-8 Stumbling stone


-9 Rock of offence

16.
What were believers in times past and what are they now?  (9-10)



Before Salvation



After Salvation



called out of____________


into_______________



were not_________________


are now____________



had not obtained_____________

now have obtained______________

17.
What appeal does Peter make in verse 11?

18.
What do fleshly lusts do to a person's soul?  (11)

19.
How should believers relate to the Gentiles (nations) and why?  (12)

20.
What will cause the Gentiles to glorify God?  (12)

21.
To whom is the believer to submit and why? (13-15)

22.
Who raises up leaders and for what purposes?  (13-14)

23.
What is declared to be the will of God in verses 13-15?

24.
How can we silence foolish men?  (15)

25.
How are we to use our freedom in Christ?  (16)

26.
What are the four commands given in verse 17?

27.
Summarize the command to servants in verse 18. To whom are they to be subject? How 
are they to respond to both good and evil masters?

28.
Summarize what you learn about suffering in verses 19-24.  



-How is a believer to respond to suffering?  



-How should you respond when you suffer wrongfully?  



-How does God view a proper response to suffering?


 
-To what is a true believer called?



-What example is given of a proper response to suffering?



-How did Christ respond to suffering? 

29.
Summarize what is taught in verses 24-25 regarding the benefits believers receive 
through Christ's suffering and death on the cross.

30.
How are believers described before and after the cross?  (25)

31.
What two names of God are used in verse 25?

32.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
1 Peter 3

1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives;

2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear.

3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;

4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:

6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.

7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.

10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?

14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.

17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;

20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.

Outline 3:

I.
Admonitions to wives.  (1-6)


A.
Likewise, you wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not 


the word, they also may be won without the word  by the conversation of the 


wives.  (This is a voluntary submission. The wife is not a slave to her husband, 


but she is to recognize God's line of authority in the home This is not advocating 


that a woman submit to the evil desires of an ungodly man, as is evident by the 


remainder of the passage.)  

B.
While they behold your chaste  (pure) conversation (conduct) coupled with fear 


(respect, not terror).

C.
Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of:



1.
Plaiting the hair.



2.
Wearing gold.



3.
Putting on of apparel.

(This does not mean a woman cannot wear jewelry or style their hair. If you interpret it 
that way, then you must also believe they aren't supposed to put on clothes!  It is 
emphasizing that inward beauty is more important and is encouraging women to avoid 
extravagance.)


D.
But let it be the hidden man (inner life) of the heart, in that which is not 



corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 


God of great price.


E.
For after this manner in the old times the holy women also, who trusted in 



God, adorned themselves:



1.
Being in subjection unto their own husbands.


2.
Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord (a term of respect 




acknowledging his leadership).



3.
Whose daughters you are, as long as you do well, and are not afraid with 



any amazement. (This means women should follow the godly example of 



Sara and not be fearful to do so.)
II.
Admonitions to husbands.  (7)


A.
Likewise, you husbands, dwell with them (your wife) according to knowledge (of 


scriptural principles).


B.
Give honor unto the wife (don't treat her as a slave or disrespect her):



1.
As unto the weaker vessel.  (The body is compared to a vessel:  



1 Thessalonians 4:4.  Structurally, the female body is not as strong as the 



male body. )


2.
As being heirs together of the grace of life.  (Both parties are heirs of the 



grace of life.  They have spiritual equality.)


3.
So that your prayers are not hindered.



(The husband is not to be a dictator, but is to have a cooperative 




relationship and partnership with his wife.  His prayers can be hindered 



by improper treatment of his wife.)
III.
Admonitions to all believers.  (8-11)

A.
Be of one mind (united).


B.
Have compassion on one another.


C.
Love each other as brothers and sisters.


D.
Be pitiful (full of pity for one another).


E.
Be courteous.


F.
Do not render evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise (rather) 



blessing; knowing that you are called thereunto, that you should inherit a blessing.


(Bless others because you are called to do so and you will be blessed in return.)


G.
He that will love life and see good days:



1.
Let him refrain his tongue from evil.



2.
Let him not speak guile (deceit).



3.
Let him eschew (avoid)  evil.



4.
Let him do good.



5.
Let him seek peace and ensue (pursue) it.
IV.
The benefits of following these admonitions.  (12-13)


A.
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their 


prayers.


B.
But the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.


C.
And who is he that will harm you, if you be followers of that which is good?

V.
When you suffer for righteousness' sake:  (14-17) 

A.
Be happy.


B.
Do not be afraid of their (the enemy's) terror.


C.
Do not be troubled.

D.
Sanctify the Lord God in your heart.



E.
Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope 

that is in you with meekness and fear.  (The most effective evangelism occurs 


when people ask, "Why are you different?  What do you believe?"  Be ready to 


answer without arrogance or debate, but with reason, meekness, and respect.)

 F.
Have a good conscience so that when they speak evil of you as of evildoers, they 


may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation (conduct) in Christ.


 G.
Know that it is better, if it be the will of God,  that you suffer for well-doing than 


for evil-doing.
VI.
Jesus as an example of suffering with divine purpose.  (18-22)

A.
Christ also has once suffered for sins, suffering as the just for the unjust, that He 


might bring us to God.  (Christ suffered once and for all for the sins of all 



mankind.  No one else need suffer to attain salvation.)

B.
He was put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit (through His 



resurrection).

C.
He went and preached (proclaimed) unto the spirits in prison which sometime 


were disobedient.  
(There is a compartment of hell which is like a prison and is called Hades in the Greek and Sheol in the Hebrew.  This is where unbelievers go when they die.  At the end of the world, unbelievers are taken out of hell, judged, and cast into the lake of fire, also called Gehenna . There is also a compartment of Hell called Tartarus where the fallen angels are kept until the end of the world. At the end of the world, these angels and Satan are cast into the Abyss or the bottomless pit.  Most expositors agree that the spirits in prison refers to the angels who sinned.  Christ did not preach salvation to them, because angels cannot be saved.  Rather He proclaimed His victory over them: 2 Peter 2:4.  He also did not give those who died prior to the cross a second chance.  They had the opportunity to be saved by looking forward to the cross in faith, just as we looked back on it in faith.  There is no scriptural support for a second chance after death.)

D.
His death and resurrection secured our salvation.


1.
When once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the 


ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 



(God waited several generations before sending judgment and, by the 



flood, delivered those who were obedient.)


2.
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us--not the 



putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 



toward God,--by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

(Noah was saved out of the flood by obedience to God's command to go into the ark, 
which was a type of Christ.  We are saved through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  Baptism saves no one, but as the flood, it symbolizes being saved.)

E.
He is alive, now in heaven:


1.
He is on the right hand of God.



2.
Angels, authorities, and powers are all subject unto Him.

Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
How are wives advised to respond to their husbands and why?  (1-2)

2.
According to verses 2-3, explain how wives are to adorn themselves.
3.
Do verses 2-3 prohibit women from wearing jewelry and having nice hair styles?

4.
What does the word "fear" mean as used in verse 2?

5.
What is greatly valued in the sight of God?  (3)

6.
How did holy women of old follow the advice of verses 1-4? (5-6)

7.
What example is used in verse 6 to illustrate the proper relationship between Christian 
wives and their husbands?

8.
Summarize the commands to husbands in verse 7.

9.
Of what are true believers heirs?  (7)

10.
What can hinder your prayers?  (7) 

11.
What commands are given to believers in verses 8-9?

12.
What is one motivation for keeping these commands?  (9)

13.
What instructions are given in verses 10-11 to those who love life and want to see good 
days?
14.
What do you learn about the Lord in verse 12 in regards to His response to good and evil 
people?
15.
What guarantee is given in verse 13 to those who are followers of good?
16.
How are believers to respond when they suffer for righteousness? (14)
17.
What should be your attitude when you respond to those who ask regarding your 
spiritual experience?  (15)

18.
According to verse 15, what should a believer always be ready to do?
19.
What will be the response of those who falsely accuse you if you follow the directives 
given in verses 14-16?  
20.
According to verse 17, what suffering is considered positive?
21.
What positive example of suffering is given in verse 18 and what was accomplished 
through it? 
22.
What does it mean when it says Jesus was put to death in the flesh and quickened by the 
Spirit?  (18)
23.
Where did Jesus go and to whom did He proclaim His victory immediately after His 
death on the cross?  (19-20)

24.
Explain verse 21.
25.
Where is Jesus now?  (22)

26.
According to verse 22, who or what is subject to Jesus?
27.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Peter 4
1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:

4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

6 For, for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

Outline 4:

I.
Preparing for suffering:  Forasmuch then as Christ has suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind  (a spiritually militant mind). (1) 
II.
Understanding divine purpose in suffering.  (1-6)


A.
He that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live 


the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.


(This means you cease from deliberate sin.  Its domination and control is broken 


in your life.  Suffering should cause you to examine your life and eliminate any 


sinful practices. Even if you are living righteously, suffering draws you closer to 


God as you allow Him to accomplish His purposes in your life.  The Old 



Testament example of Job is a great illustration of this truth.)


B.
For in the times past, God may have suffered (allowed) us to have 




wrought (done) the will of the Gentiles (those living apart from God), when we 


walked in:



1.
Lasciviousness (indecency, filthiness, without restraint).


2.
Lusts (strong desires, cravings).



3.
Excess of wine (drunkenness).



4.
Revellings (uncontrolled pleasure, wild parties, carousing).


5.
Banquetings (drinking parties, partying to excess).



6.
Abominable idolatries.

C.
Wherein they (unbelievers) think it strange that you do not run with them to 


the same excess of riot (you don't live like they do), speaking evil of you.


1.
These people will also be required to give account to Him (God) that is 



ready to judge the quick and the dead.



2.
For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead (in sin), 



that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according 



to God in the Spirit.  
 


(Hebrews 9:27 makes it clear there is no opportunity for salvation after 



death.  This is referring to those dead in sin.)
III.
Maintaining proper focus in suffering:  Knowing that the end of all things is at hand.  

(7-11)


A.
Be sober (serious-minded).

B.
Watch unto prayer.


C.
Above all things have fervent charity (love) among yourselves: for charity shall 


cover the multitude of sins.  (This does not mean love atones for sin, but that love 


does not broadcast sins to others.)

D.
Use hospitality one to another without grudging (willingly, without complaining).

E.
As every man has received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 


good stewards of the manifold grace of God.



1.
Speaking gifts: If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.




(It is not your word, but His Word that changes lives.)



2.
Serving gifts: If any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 


gives.


3.
All gifts:  In all that you do, do it so that God may be glorified through 



Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.


(We are to continue to minister in the end-times, not withdraw in isolation into a 


monastery-type existence.)

IV.
Rejoicing despite suffering.  (12-19)


A.
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 


though some strange thing happened unto you.

B.
But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His 


glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy.


C.
If you be reproached for the name of Christ, be happy:



1.
For the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you (the presence of God).



2.
On their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified.

(The reason the world rejects you is that the Spirit within you is in opposition to the spirit 
within them.)


D.
But let none of you suffer as:



1.
A murderer.



2.
A thief.



3.
An evildoer.



4.
A busybody in other men's matters.


E.
If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 



on this behalf.  (Suffering does not mean you have sinned, but all suffering calls 


for self-examination.)



1.
For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God 




(Ezekiel 9:6).



2.
And if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that do not obey 



the gospel of God?



3.
And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 



sinner appear?  (What will become of them?)

F.
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of 

their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
How are we to arm ourselves to prepare for suffering?  (1)
2.
According to verses 1-2, what are some positive benefits of suffering?

3.
How did believers live in times past?  (3)
4.
List the specific sins mentioned in verse 3 and give a brief definition of each.

5.
What does the world think about those who do not engage in the conduct described in 
verse 3?  (4)

6.
To whom shall all people give account? (5)

7.
For what purpose was the Gospel preached to those who were dead in sin?  (5)

8.
According to verse 7, what is at hand?
9.
How should we live, considering that the end is at hand?  (7-11)
10.
What is most important to develop in our lives and why?  (8)

11.
What are we to extend to brothers and sisters in Christ and with what attitude?  (9)

12.
What do you learn about spiritual gifts in verses 10-11?



-How should we minister?



-To whom should we minister?



-Of what are we stewards?



-Who should we seek to glorify?

13.
According to verses 12-14, what should be the believer's attitude towards suffering?

14.
What enables us to rejoice in suffering?  (13-14)

15.
What rests upon us when we respond properly to suffering?  (14)
16.
Contrast the attitude of believers and unbelievers in regards to Christ.  (14)
17.
According to verse 15, what kind of suffering are believers to avoid?

18.
According to verse 16, what should be the believer's response when they suffer as 
Christians?
19.
Where will judgment begin?  (17)
20.
What are the questions posed in verses 17-18 and how would you answer them?

21.
What final instruction regarding suffering is given in verse 19?

22.
What name is used for God in verse 19?

23.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Peter 5
1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.

4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.

13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son.

14 Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Outline 5:

I.
Admonitions to elders. (Elders are the leaders of local congregations.) (1)

A.
I am also an elder.


B.
I am a witness of the sufferings of Christ.


C.
I am also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed.  


(Peter establishes his authority to exhort them because he is an elder himself.)

II.
The elders which are among you I exhort: Feed the flock of God which is among you. 
Take oversight thereof:  (2-4)

A.
Not by constraint, but willingly (not because someone forces you into this 



position).


B.
Not for filthy lucre (for personal benefit), but of a ready mind.


C.
Not as being lords (domineering) over God's heritage, but as examples.


D.
Aiming to please the Lord:  And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, 



you shall receive a crown of glory that does not fade away.  
III.
Admonition to younger believers: Likewise, you younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder. (5) 
IV.
Admonitions to all believers.  (5-9)


A.
Be subject to one another.


B.
Be clothed with humility (put it on as you would a garment): 


1.
For God resists the proud, and gives grace to the humble.



2.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may 



exalt you in due time (when He determines you are ready).

C.
Cast all your care upon Him; for He cares for you. (Casting is a deliberate, 


continual, decisive act.)

D.
Be sober  (serious, calm, sensible, and watchful).


E.
Be vigilant:



1.
Recognize the enemy:  He is your adversary the devil.



2.
Respect his power:  He is as a roaring lion, walking about, seeking 




whom he may devour.


3.
Resist him: Whom resist steadfast in the faith.



4.
Reject self-pity:  Know that the same afflictions are 
accomplished in your 



brethren that are in the world.
V.
The end results of suffering. But the God of all grace, who has called us unto His eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after that you have suffered a while will:  (10) 

A.
Make you perfect (mature).

B.
Establish you (firmly settled like concrete).


C.
Strengthen you. 


D.
Settle you (secure you to a firm foundation).

VI.
Closing remarks.  (11-14)


A.
To God be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.


B.
By Silvanus (Silas), a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose (I regard him as 


such. See Acts 15:22-23; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1.)


C.
I have written 
briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God 


wherein you stand.  


D.
The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, salutes you.


E.
Marcus (Mark), my (spiritual) son, salutes you.


F.
Greet one another with a kiss of charity (love). 

G.
Peace be with you and all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
What do you learn about Peter in verse 1?
2.
What instructions are given to elders in verses 1-3?
3.
According to verse 4, what blessing is promised to elders who heed the instructions of 
verses 1-3? 

4.
What instructions are given to young believers in verse 5?

5.
What admonition is given to all believers in verse 5?

6.
According to verse 5, who does God resist and to whom does He give grace?
7.
What admonition is given in verse 6 and what are the results of obeying it?  How can you 
humble yourself under the hand of the Lord?

8.
What important advice and assurance is given to believers in verse 7?

9.
What does it mean to be sober?  (8)

10.
What does it mean to be vigilant?  (8)

11.
To what is the devil compared in verse 8?

12.
According to verse 8, what is the reason believers should be sober and vigilant?

13.
According to verse 9, what should be our response to the devil?

14.
What do you learn about affliction in verse 9?
15.
To what is the believer called?  (10)

16.
According to verse 10, what positive qualities are developed through suffering?

17.
What is to be given to God forever? (11)

18.
What do you learn about Silvanus (Silas) in verse 12?

19.
What verification does Peter give  in verse 12 regarding the epistle he has written? 
20.
Who sends salutations in verse 13?
21.
How does Peter refer to Marcus (Mark) in verse 13?

22.
What is the relationship of the church at Babylon to the church to which Peter is writing 
this epistle?  (13)

23.
What should be with all who are in Christ Jesus? (14)

24.
What does Peter admonish believers to do in verse 14?

25.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF 
SECOND PETER
AUTHOR:  Peter.
TO WHOM:  Christian exiles, probably the same group listed in First Peter.   As with all of the epistles, it is applicable to all believers.
PURPOSE:  To warn of the dangers within the church, apostasy and false teaching.

KEY VERSES:  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour.
(2 Peter 3:1‑2)

LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  The two greatest dangers within the church are apostasy and false teachers who cause moral corruption, doctrinal compromise, and prophetic confusion.
MAIN CHARACTERS:  Peter,  Paul.
A BRIEF OUTLINE:

I.
Moral issues: Chapter 1.
II.
Doctrinal issues: Chapter 2.

III.
Prophetic issues: Chapter 3.

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote this book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF SECOND PETER
2 Peter 1
1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Outline 1:

I.
Introduction. (1-2)


A.
From:
 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ.  


(An apostle is one sent forth representing another, an ambassador with the 


power and authority of the one who sent him.)


B.
To: Those that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness 

of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

C.
The blessing: Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of 


God, and of Jesus our Lord,  (Grace and peace increase through increased 


knowledge of God and Jesus.)
II.
The promises of God.  (3-4)


A.
According as  (by) His divine power He has given unto us all things that pertain 


unto life and godliness.


B.
These things are given through the knowledge of Him that has called us to 



glory and virtue.

C.
Whereby by Him is given unto us exceeding great and precious promises. 

D.
That by these promises:



1.
You might be partakers of the divine nature.



2.
You might escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.

(God has provided all you need to live a holy life and escape the corruption of the world.)

III. 
The principles of God.  (5-9)


A.
Diligently add these things.  (Note that you are to responsible to add these things 


to your faith.) 


1.
Add to your faith virtue (excellence, right living).



2.
Add to virtue knowledge (practical wisdom to deal with the issues of daily 


life).


3.
Add to knowledge temperance (self-control).



4.
Add to temperance patience (remaining steadfast despite suffering).



5.
Add to patience godliness (the quality of being godly, in right relationship 



with God and man).



6.
Add to godliness brotherly kindness (special kindness to brothers and 



sisters in Christ).



7.
Add to brotherly kindness charity (love).

B.
The value of these principles:
For if these things (just listed) be in you and 



abound, they assure that you shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 



knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C.
Problems resulting from lacking such principles.  He that lacks these things:


1.
Is blind (spiritually).


2.
Cannot see afar off.  (He is spiritually near-sighted, has no vision for the 



future, and cannot see the bigger picture of God's divine plan.)


3.
Has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.



(Your spiritual vision and spiritual memory are affected.)
IV.
The purposes of God.  (10-11)


A.
Give diligence to make your calling and election sure.


B.
If you do this, you shall never fall.



(When you have assurance of your calling and election in Jesus Christ, you will 


have a 
firm spiritual foundation and never fall.)


C.
For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 


kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

V.
The priority of God's Word.  (12-15)


A.
Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these 


things, though you know them and be (are already) established in the present 


truth.


B.
Yes, I think it meet (vital and important), as long as I am in this tabernacle (this 


physical body), to stir you up by putting you in remembrance.  (Much of what we 


preach and teach, people already know.  Our purpose is to bring it to their 


remembrance.)

C.
Knowing that shortly I must put off this, my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 


Christ has shown me.  (Death to the believer should be like taking off old clothes 


and exchanging them for new.)

D.
Moreover I will endeavor that you may be able after my decease to have these 


things always in remembrance.

VI.
The persuasiveness of  Peter's eye-witness account.  (16-18)



A.
For we have not followed cunningly devised fables (stories), when we made 


known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.


B.
We were eyewitnesses of His majesty.


C.
Jesus received honor and glory from God the Father.


1.
There came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory saying, "This is 



my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."


2.
We heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him in 



the holy mount (Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36).
VII.
The prophecies of God.  (19-21)


A.
We have also a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto you do well that you take 


heed, as unto a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 


star arise in your hearts.  (The day star is the morning star, Jesus Christ.)

B.
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 



interpretation.  (God wants all believers to understand prophecy as well as the 


entire scriptural revelation.)

C.
For the prophecy did not come in old times by the will of man, but holy men of 


God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.



(The prophetic revelation of which Peter speaks is reliable because it did not 


come from man, but it came but through holy men of God who were inspired by 


the Holy Ghost. Because of this, we should heed these prophecies as light shining 


in darkness providing hope until the day of Christ's return.) 

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Who is the author of this epistle and how is he described?  (1)

2.
To whom is the epistle addressed?  (1)

3.
How do we obtain faith?  (1)

4.
What blessing is given in verse 2 and how is this blessing received?

5.
According to verse 3, what has God given us, how has it come to us, and to what are we 
called?

6.
According to verse 4, what else has been given to us and for what purposes? 

7.
Using verses 5-7, list and define the positive qualities believers are to add in their lives.
8.
What is the promise given to those who add the qualities listed in verses 5-7?  (8)

9.
What happens to those who lack the qualities listed in verses 5-7?  (9)

10.
What are we advised to diligently assure?  (10)

11.
What things will guarantee that we do not fall spiritually?  (5-7,10)

12.
What is the end result of incorporating the qualities listed in verses 5-7 into your life?
(11)

13.
What did Peter pledge to do in verses 12-13?

14.
What had God shown Peter?  (14)

15.
What was Peter's desire for believers after he was no longer present with them?  (15)

16.
What assurance does Peter give in verse 16 to establish his authority?

17.
Of what events was Peter an eyewitness?  (16-18)

18.
How does Peter advise believers to respond to the sure word of prophecy he has shared 
with them?  (19)

19.
To what is the sure word of prophecy compared?  (19)

20.
What do you learn about prophecy in verses 20-21?  



-Who can interpret prophecy?



-How did biblical prophecies come?  



-Who spoke these biblical prophecies? 



-What moved them to do so?



-Who was the inspiration behind biblical prophecies?

21.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Peter 2
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.

12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Outline 2:

I.
Warning against false prophets and teachers (enemies within the church).  (1-3a)

 
A.
Their persistence and permanence.


1.
They were active in times past: There were false prophets among the 



people. (Examples:  Jeremiah 6:14 and Ezekiel 13:16.)


2.
They are active now and will be active in the future: There shall be false 



teachers among you also.


B.
These false leaders will:



1.
Privately (secretly) bring in damnable heresies (destructive doctrines).



2.
Deny the Lord that bought them.



3.
Bring upon themselves swift destruction.



4.
Through covetousness and with feigned (false, beguiling) words, they will 



make merchandise of you. (They will exploit you.)



C.
The people's response:



1.
Many shall follow their pernicious (evil, lascivious) ways (they will be 



popular).



2.
By so doing, the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

II.
The eminent judgment of false prophets and teachers. (3b-9)


A.
Their judgment will not be delayed forever:  Whose judgment, now of a long time 

(delayed),  lingers not and their damnation slumbers not.


B.
Examples of God's previous judgment.


1.
The angels who sinned:  God did not spare the angels that sinned, but cast 



them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 



reserved unto judgment (Revelation 12:7-9).


2.
The previous world: God did not spare the old world, but saved Noah the 



eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the 



world of the ungodly (Genesis 6).


3.
Sodom and Gomorrah: God turned these cities into ashes, condemned 



them with an overthrow,  and made them an example unto those that 



should live ungodly lives (Genesis 8-19).



a.
God delivered just Lot.  (Genesis 19:16).



b.
Lot was vexed with the filthy conversation (lifestyle) of the wicked.



c.
He was a righteous man dwelling among them.




d. 
He saw and heard their unlawful deeds which vexed his righteous 




soul from day-to-day.

C.
These examples confirm that the Lord knows how to:



1.
Deliver the godly out of temptations.



2.
Reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.
III.
The characteristics of false prophets and teachers.  (1-3 and 10-19)

A.
They bring in damnable heresies. (They teach things they wished to be true rather 


than what God says. Their doctrine is not in harmony with the written Word of 


God.)

B.
They deny the Lord.


C.
They have pernicious (evil, lascivious)  ways.


D.
They are covetous.


E.
They speak with feigned (false, hypocritical) words.


F.
They make merchandise of God's people.  (They use the people of God for their 


own selfish purposes.)

G.
They walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness (immorality).

H.
They despise government (authority). 

I.
They are presumptuous (arrogant and daring).

J.
They are self-willed (do their own thing to please themselves).

K.
They are not afraid to speak evil of dignities--even though the angels, which are 


greater in power and might, do not presume to bring railing accusations against 


them before the Lord.


L.
They are like natural brute (unrestrained) beasts, made to be taken and destroyed.


M.
They speak evil of  (spiritual) things that they don't understand.


N.
They are corrupt.


O.
They will perish in their own corruption.


P.
They count it a pleasure to riot in the day time (having no shame, they sin in 


broad daylight). 

Q.
They are spots and blemishes in your feasts.  (They are a disgrace to believers.)

R.
They sport themselves with their own deception.  (They form their own opinions 


and deceive themselves.)

S.
They have eyes full of adultery (suggestive remarks, dirty jokes, pornography,
 

illicit affairs).


T.
They cannot cease from sin (because the Holy Spirit is not in control of their 


lives).


U.
They beguile  (deceive, entice, and entrap) unstable souls.


V.
They exercise their hearts with covetous practices (they are greedy).


W.
They are cursed children who have forsaken the right way and gone astray.


X.
They follow the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who:



1.
Loved the wages of unrighteousness.



2.
Was rebuked for his iniquity, the dumb ass speaking with man's voice to 



forbid his madness.  


(The donkey had more spiritual perception than Balaam did.  Read the story of 


Balaam in Numbers 22-25 .  See also Jude 11 and Revelation 2:14.)


Y.
They are empty wells without water.


Z.
They are clouds carried about with a tempest (blown here and there by every wind 

of doctrine).


AA.
They are reserved forever to the mist of darkness.


BB.
They speak great swelling words of vanity (boastful words).


CC.
They allure (attract)  through the lusts of the flesh and much wantonness  



(luxurious living) those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.


DD.
They promise liberty, but they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of 


whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.  (They are 


enslaved in sin and seek to enslave others.)
IV.
The true spiritual condition of false teachers and preachers.  (20-22)


A.
If,  after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 


the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, 


the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.


B.
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness than, 


after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 


them.


C.
But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb:



1.
The dog is turned to his own vomit again.



2.
The sow that was washed has returned to wallowing in the mire.



(Like animals, they respond on the basis of natural instincts without taking God 


into account.)
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
What warning is given in verse 1?

2.
What do false prophets and teachers bring into the church?  (1) 

3.
What do false prophets deny?  (1)
4.
What do false prophets bring upon themselves?  (1)

5.
What are the results of the heresies taught by false prophets and teachers? (2)

6.
What is a key motivation of false prophets and teachers?  (3)

7.
What do you learn about the judgment of false prophets and teachers in verse 3?

8.
What examples of God's judgment in previous times are given in verses 4-8?  

9.
What assurance is given in verse 9 regarding temptation?

10.
What assurance is given in verse 9 regarding judgment of the unjust?

11.
What specific sins are mentioned in verses 9 and 10 as deserving of judgment? 

12.
What is taught in the latter part of verse 10 and in verse 11 regarding speaking evil of 
leaders?

13.
To what are those who disregard the teachings of God's Word compared?  (12 a)

14.
What will be the end of those who disregard God's Word? (12b-13)

15.
Using verses 1-3 and 10-19, summarize the description of false teachers and 
prophets.

16.
What have false teachers and prophets forsaken? (15)

17.
What example are they following?  Summarize what you learn from this example.  

(15-16)

18.
What do false teachers and prophets love?  (15)

19.
What is reserved for false teachers and prophets?  (17) 

20.
What analogies are used in verse 17 to describe false teachers and prophets?

21.
How can you recognize false teachers and prophets in terms of their speech and their 
appeals?  (18)

22.
To whom specifically do false teachers and prophets appeal?  (18)

23.
What do false teachers and prophets promise?  (19)

24.
What do false teachers and prophets serve?  (19)

25.
What do you learn about bondage in verse 19?

26.
What is the condition of those who once knew the Lord but have returned to the world?  
(20-21)

27.
Explain the proverb and analogies used in verse 22 and explain how they relate to what is 
taught in this chapter.

28.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Peter 3
1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Outline 3:

I.
Peter's purpose in writing. This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you to stir up 
your pure (sincere) minds by way of remembrance. (1-2)

A.
That you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 


prophets.


B.
That you may remember the commandment from us. the apostles of the Lord and 


Savior.

II.
Scoffers (mockers) will arise in the last days.  (3-7)

A.
They will walk after their own lusts.


B.
They will say:



1.
Where is the promise of His coming? 


2.
For since the fathers (of our faith) fell asleep, all things continue as they 



were from the 
beginning of the creation.


C.
They are willingly ignorant of the fact that by the Word of God:



1.
The heavens were of old.  (They came into existence long ago.)


2.
The earth was standing out of the water and in the water.


3.
The world that overflowed with water, perished. (Genesis 7:11.)



4.
The heavens and the earth which, now by the same Word, are kept in 



store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and the perdition of 



ungodly men.



(God created the heavens and earth, He intervened in the past course of history to 

judge the world, and He will do so also in the future.)

III.
God does not want you to be ignorant of the facts that:  (8-10)


A.
One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.


B.
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness.



(He never forgets His promises.)



1.
He is longsuffering.



2.
He is not willing that any should perish.



3.
He wants everyone to come to repentance.


(The delay of Christ's return demonstrates God's longsuffering because it allows 


more people the opportunity to be saved.)


C.
The "day of the Lord" will come as a thief in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:2).


1.
The heavens shall pass away with a great noise.



2.
The elements (that make up the world) shall melt with fervent heat.



3.
The earth and the works therein shall be burned up.
IV.
How believers should live in light of this prophetic revelation. Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be?  (11-18)


A.
You should be holy in conversation (conduct) and godliness,


B.
You should be looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God: 



1.
Wherein the heavens shall be dissolved by fire.



2.
Wherein the elements shall melt with fervent heat.

C.
You should be looking for the new heavens and earth that God has promised, 


wherein dwells righteousness.


D.
You should be diligent (make every effort to assure) that you may be found of 


Him:


1.
In peace (living without fear, agitation, or moral conflict).


2.
Without spot (blameless). 


3.
Blameless (through the blood of Jesus Christ).


E.
You should account (realize) that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation. (The 


delay of Christ's return enables more people to come to salvation.) 

F.
You should not wrestle with the difficult portions of scripture surrounding this 


prophetic revelation.


1.
Our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given unto him, wrote 



concerning these things in his epistles.



2.
Some things Paul wrote are hard to understand.



3.
Those who are unlearned and unstable wrestle with these things, as they do 


also with other scriptures, unto their own destruction.


(Peter was not being critical of Paul, but merely noting that some of his writings 


are difficult to understand and we should not wrestle or argue about things in 


scriptures which we do not understand.)


G.
You should beware lest you also:



1.
Be led away with the error of the wicked.



2.
Fall from your own stedfastness.


H.
You should continue to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 


Savior Jesus Christ. 
V.
Benediction. (18)

A.
To Him be glory both now and for ever. 

B.
Amen (so be it). 
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
What purpose does Peter express in verses 1-2 as to why he wrote this epistle?

2.
Of what does Peter want believers to be mindful? (2)
3.
What will happen in the last days?  (3)

4.
How do scoffers walk in their daily lives?  (3)

5.
What question is posed by scoffers and what is their reasoning for such questioning?  (4)

6.
Of what are these scoffers willingly ignorant?  (5)

7.
To what event does verse 6 refer?

8.
For what are the present heaven and earth kept in store?  (7)

9.
What is revealed in verse 8 regarding God's timetable?  

10.
What is taught regarding the promises of God in verse 9?

11.
What is revealed in verse 9 regarding God's desire for all people?

12.
What is meant by "the day of the Lord" in verse 10?

13.
How will the day of the Lord come?  (10)

14.
What will happen in the day of the Lord?  (10-11)

15.
Compare the day of the Lord in verse 10 to the day of judgment in verse 7. 
16.
Considering all things will be dissolved in the end, what advice is given in verse 11?

17.
What are believers to be looking forward to?  (12-13)

18.
What do you learn about the new heaven and earth in verse 13?

19.
What are believers to diligently assure in their lives?  (14)

20.
How is the longsuffering of God demonstrated by the delay of Christ's return?  (15)

21.
What does Peter say regarding the teachings of Paul in verses 15-16?

22.
How do some people respond to the difficult teachings of Paul?  (16)

23.
What terms does Peter use to describe these people who argue over scripture?  (16)

24.
What does Peter say results from arguing over Paul's difficult teachings? (16)

25.
What warning is given in verse 17?

26.
In what are believers admonished to grow?  (18)
27.
To whom does Peter ascribe glory now and forever?  (18)
28.
Complete these commands:



Beloved...be_____________1-2



Beloved...be_____________8



Beloved...be_____________14



Beloved...be_____________17

29.
What do you learn about the past, present, and future of the world in verses 5-7 and 

10-13?

30.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE
MISCELLANEOUS STUDIES
1.  
Study the life of Peter in the Gospels and the book of Acts.  Peter was the son of Jona and 
Andrew was his brother.  Both sons were fishermen on Lake Galilee and were evidently 
in partnership with Zebedee and his sons.  Peter was:


-Impulsive: Matthew 14:28;17;4; John 21:7



-Tenderhearted and affectionate: Matthew 26;75;  John13:9; 21:15-17



-Had good spiritual insight: John 6:68



-Guilty of denial: John 6:69; Mark 14:67-71



-Presumptuous: Matthew 16:22; John 13:8; 18:10



-A courageous leader after Pentecost: Acts 2
2. 
 Read 1 and 2 Peter again, noting the things that are "precious":


-Trial of your faith: 1 Peter  1:7



-Blood of Christ: 1 Peter 1:19



-Saints: 1 Peter 2:4



-Cornerstone: 1 Peter 2:6



-Jesus: 1 Peter 2:7



-Faith: 2 Peter 1:1



-Promises: 2 Peter 1:4

3.  
Read 1 Peter and underline each use of the key words "suffering, trials, temptation." 
4. 
In 1 Peter there are a number of titles which describe believers.  Read the following 
verses 
and list the titles: 1:14; 2:2; 2:5; 2:9 (four different titles); 2:11; 4:16; 4:18; 1:2; 
2:10; 4:11; 5:2.
5.  
Note the living realities of the Christ life:  



-The living hope: 1 Peter 1:3



-The living Word: 1 Peter 1:23   


-The living stone: 1 Peter: 2:4

6. 
 Several Old Testament quotations are used in 1 Peter. Compare the following:

Old Testament Source


Peter's Quote
Isaiah 28:16




1 Peter 1:6

Psalms 118:22




1 Peter 1:7 

Isaiah 8:14




1 Peter 1:8

7.  
From 2 Peter, compile a list of the characteristics of ungodly men and false teachers. 
Compare this list to the description of false teachers given in the book of Jude.



-1 Peter 2:11-12



-1 Peter 2:13-17



-1 Peter 2:18-15



-1 Peter 3:1-6,7



-1 Peter 3:8-12
8.  
Three important themes in 1 Peter: 


-Claiming  a living hope: 1:3-2:10


-Living a pilgrim life: 2:11-4:11

-Enduring a fiery trial: 4:12-19

9.
Review what is taught about submission in 1 Peter 2:13,18; 3:1,5,22; and 5:5. 

10.
Study the descriptions of Jesus in First Peter:



-He is the source of hope: 1:3



-He is our sacrificial lamb: 1:19



-He is the chief cornerstone: 2:6



-He is our example: 2:21



-He bore our sins: 2:24



-He is the shepherd of our souls: 2:25



-He is our Lord: 3:22

11.
First Peter 2:1 speaks of hypocrisy.  Study more about this subject using the following 
outline.




-Hypocrites will receive damnation:  Matthew 23;14



-Hypocrites are children of hell: Matthew 23:25



-Hypocrites are blind fools:  Matthew 23:17,19



-Hypocrites are blind guides: Matthew 23:24



-Hypocrites are full of extortion and excess:  Matthew 23:25



-Hypocrites are full of uncleanness:  Matthew 23:27



-Hypocrites are serpents:  Matthew 23:33



-Hypocrites shall not escape hell:  Matthew 23:33

12.
Compare similar passages of 1 Peter and Ephesians.


-Compare 1 Peter 1:3 with Ephesians 1:3



-Compare 1 Peter 1:13 with Ephesians 6:4



-Compare 1 Peter 1:20 with Ephesians 1:4

13.
First Peter focuses on external sources of trials: Unfair masters, pagan society, and 
unsympathetic leaders.  Second Peter focuses on internal sources of corruption in the 
church: False prophets and teachers.
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO

LIVING AMONG LIONS

The Apostle Peter drew a spiritual analogy between our enemy, Satan, and lions when he wrote:

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. (1 Peter 5:8-9)  


Your adversary is not your mate, your kids, or your coworker.  Your adversary is the devil and he is described as a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.  The Bible uses many natural parallels to illustrate spiritual truths. For example, Jesus compared  the spiritual needs of the world to a natural harvest field.  He also drew spiritual analogies concerning the lilies of the field and the birds of the air to illustrate God's care for His people.


A roaring lion is dangerous because when it is roaring, it is trying to instill fear and seize territory.   In the natural world, a lion's roar can be heard up to five miles away.  Satan is as a roaring lion, trying to instill fear and usurp your spiritual territory.  Peter indicates that Satan goes around seeking whom he may devour.  The fact that Satan is seeking someone to devour means there are people who he may not devour because they are alert to his attacks.   This passage, penned by Peter under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,  helps us recognize and deal 
effectively with this spiritual lion.  
SPIRITUAL PARALLELS


Here are some spiritual parallels drawn from the analogy of lions:


Lions are an adversary.  If you meet a lion in the forest, he is your adversary!  As a believer, you must recognize that Satan is your adversary and there is no neutral ground.  He is out to get you!


Lions are nocturnal.  They are active at night. Sinful places and sinful people as well as spiritual darkness are Satan's domain.  As a child of light, you should not be hanging out with people of darkness (sin) or in places of darkness: 

 For once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of Light [lead the lives of those native‑born to the Light]. For the fruit (the effect, the product) of the Light or the Spirit [consists] in every form of kindly goodness, uprightness of heart, and trueness of life. And try to learn [in your experience] what is pleasing to the Lord [let your lives be constant proofs of what is most acceptable to Him]. Take no part in and have no fellowship with the fruitless deeds and enterprises of darkness, but instead [let your lives be so in contrast as to]  expose and reprove and convict them. For it is a shame even to speak of or mention the things that [such people] practice in secret. But when anything is exposed and reproved by the light, it is made visible and clear; and where everything is visible and clear there is light. Therefore He says, Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall shine (make day dawn) upon you and give you light.  Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people). (Ephesians 5:18, AMP)


Lions lie in wait for their prey.  So does Satan. He is just waiting to prey on your weakness.  He works through familiar spirits--spirits that are familiar with what strategies work on you.  This is why you must always be alert to what is going on around you spiritually so you won't "... give place to the devil" (Ephesians 4:27).  Don't let Satan get his foot in the door!


Lions isolate their prey. On safaris into lion country, as long as you remain in the truck with the other tourists you are safe.   If you step outside of the truck, you are isolated and become prey for the lions.  Lions chase a herd of animals, then attack the weak or sick animal that separates from the herd. Spiritually, Satan wants to separate you from other believers through strife, confusion, and misunderstanding.  Don't allow him to do this or you will become vulnerable to his attacks.  The term (in Christ( is used repeatedly in the King James Version of  the  New Testament.  You will be safe if you abide in Christ as part of a body of true believers. 
When you walk independently of Christ and the Church, you will eventually be devoured by the enemy.


Lions are territorial. Lions guard their territory and attack to gain new territory. When they are seeking to seize new territory or take over a pride of lions, they roar. A roaring lion is a dangerous lion.  Satan is all about territory also. He wants to invade the territory of your marriage, your home, your emotions, your city, and your nation.  Set a spiritual guard over your marriage, your children, your emotions, your ministry, etc.  This will not make you immune to attacks, but it will prepare you to conquer your spiritual lion when he attacks.  Jesus was prepared for Satan's attacks and met them with the Word of God.   It is important that you don't spend time in the  devil(s territory--bars, drug houses, or places of the occult.  Also, be especially alert when you are invading new spiritual territory for the advancement of the Gospel because you are challenging Satan's turf.


Lions are set on total destruction. Lions tear and devour their prey.  When a lion takes control of a pride of lions, he kills all the cubs so that the young ones birthed will be of his bloodline.  Satan comes to kill, steal, and destroy you and your generations. Ezekiel 22:25 says that like a roaring lion, the enemy devours souls, treasures, and precious things.  Satan wants to give birth to evil in your life through lust because "...every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death"  (James 1:14-15).  The Amplified Version renders this as lust conceives and "gives birth to sin."  Don(t allow your generations to become Satan(s prey.  Don(t let Satan kill and destroy your dreams.  Don(t let Satan give birth to the "cubs" of  bitterness, hatred, unforgiveness, addictions, etc., in your life.


Lions attack if you turn and run. Do not retreat from your spiritual enemy or he will attack with a vengeance. Face the enemy in the power of the Lord.   David faced a giant and did not retreat.  A man named Benaiah killed two lion-like men and became known as a mighty man of God (2 Samuel 23:20-22 and 1 Chronicles 11:22).  Gideon faced a massive army with only 300 soldiers and was victorious (Judges 7:7).  These fearless men did not  retreat.  What could you do for God if you do not retreat?  Fear is what causes retreat--which leads us to the next point.


Lions roar to instill fear in their prey.  Faith energizes you to do great things for God.  Fear paralyzes you.  Paul declared, "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind"  (2 Timothy 1:7).   


Lions beget lions.  Psalm 91:13 refers to lions and to young lions.  Lions beget lions.  If you do not deal with the lions in your life--the addictions, wrong attitudes and emotions, sin--then they will beget additional  spiritual lions that will prey upon you.  Joshua did not eliminate all of the giants in the land as God had commanded.  Had he done so, there never would have been a Goliath to rise up and challenge God's people.  Goliath came from Gath where a "few giants" had been allowed to remain  (Joshua 11:22).  Giants beget giants.  Lions beget lions.  Unresolved lusts conceive sin, which--when finished--results in death (James 1:15).

FOUR MAJOR STRATEGIES


Peter outlines four major strategies that protect us from Satan(s attacks:

Be well balanced (temperate, sober of mind), be vigilant and cautious at all times; for that enemy of yours, the devil, roams around like a lion roaring [in fierce hunger], seeking someone to seize upon and devour. Withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset‑‑rooted, established, strong, immovable, and determined], knowing that the same ( identical) sufferings are appointed to your brotherhood (the whole body of Christians) throughout the world.  ((1 Peter 5:8-9, AMP)


First, you must be self-controlled.   Peter tell us to be sober, which means to be in control.  He says to be temperate, which means all things should be done in moderation.  When you are bound by drugs, alcohol, anger, unforgiveness, etc., you are out of control.  You are not sober spiritually when you allow these things to take control.  You are no longer under the control of the Holy Spirit and you are in spiritual danger.


Second, you must be vigilant.  Peter commands that we "...be vigilant and cautious at all times". Vigilance means to be watchful and cautious.  A tragic, but relevant example, is the 911 terrorist attack on America.  Before this attack, America was not vigilant in many areas, especially in terms of airport security.  After 911, America became more vigilant because we finally realized there are enemies in the world whose aim it is to destroy our nation. Be watchful and vigilant, because Satan wants to destroy you.  Recognize that you live among spiritual lions that seek your destruction.


Third, you must withstand Satan in the faith.  Peter commands us to "withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset‑‑rooted, established, strong, immovable, and determined]."

To do this, you must know the basics of your faith.  The foundations of your faith are listed in Hebrews 6:1-3 and include repentance from dead works, faith toward God, the doctrine of baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.   (If you are not familiar with these, obtain the Harvestime course entitled "Foundations of Faith" for further study.)


Fourth, you must not isolate yourself.  Don't spend time wondering (why me(?  Peter says to realize that the same battles your are facing are being experienced by others.  In the natural world, lions attack when an animal becomes isolated from the herd.  The same is true in the spiritual world.  Remain close to your Christian brothers and sisters and get connected with a local body of believers.  They will help you ward off many attacks from spiritual lions.
THE LIONS ARE UNDER YOUR FEET


Psalm 91:1 speaks of a secret place of security in God where, if you will abide, you will be secure.  It declares, "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."  Many positive promises are made in this chapter to those who dwell in the secret place and abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  


As in the book of First Peter, Psalm 91:13 uses a lion analogy to describe the spiritual enemy that is seeking to devour you.  Many erroneously conclude that there will be no challenges when you abide in the secret place, but this Psalm speaks of people falling all around you,  plagues, snares, terror, arrows, noisome pestilence, trouble, etc.  It does not say you will be exempt from these challenges, rather that God will be with you in these difficult circumstances.  


Lions are all around you, but Psalm 91:13 declares, "You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot" (verse 13, NKJ).    The Good News Bible states you will trample down "fierce lions"  and the New Century Version says "strong lions".  The New International Readers Version  says you will "crush mighty lions" and the New Living Translation calls them "fierce".

In Psalm 91:13, the lions and young lions are depicted as being under your feet.  Yes, you live among spiritual lions but you have power over them and all the power of the enemy:  Jesus said, "Behold, I give unto you power...over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you" (Luke 10:19). 


Satan is an imitator.  Peter describes him "as a roaring lion."  Did you know that Jesus is actually called the Lion of Judah? That is the name by which He is referred to in Revelation 5:5--  and when our Lion roars, the seven thunders utter their voices and God's plan will be fulfilled!


The only times in scripture that lions were successful in their attacks was when people were sinning, backsliding, and walking away from God.  (For examples see Jeremiah 5:6; 1 Kings 13:24.)  To those who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, God promises, "Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet" (Psalm 91:13).  But remember that this promise--as all of the promises of Psalm 91--is to those who are abiding in the secret place and walking in the shadow of God.


Have you allowed spiritual lions to cause you to retreat?  Have you been ignorant of Satan's strategies?  Have you been fearful of his roars and isolated yourself from other believers? Have you been hanging out in places of darkness where spiritual lions congregate?  The deception is over!  You now recognize Satan as a roaring lion and you have biblical strategies to combat him.  So...
Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard up. You're not the only ones plunged into these hard times. It's the same with Christians all over the world. So keep a firm grip on the faith. The suffering won't last forever. It won't be long before this generous God who has great plans for us in Christ ( eternal and glorious plans they are! ( will have you put together and on your feet for good.  He gets the last word; yes, he does. 
(1Peter 5:8-9,MSG)

